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INTRODUCTION 

Thomas Carlyle was born at Ecclefechan in 
Dumfriesshire on the 4th of December, 1795. His 
father, James Carlyle, was the second of five 
brothers who have been described as ‘‘ like no other 
people, pithy, bitter-speaking bodies, and awfu’ 
fechters.” 

Of these brothers, James was the most remark- 
able, he was skilful at his craft, that of a stone- 
mason, and was a serious, God-fearing Scotchman 
with an immense amount of firmness m his character 
called by his unfriends obstinacy. His gifts of 
expression must have been unusual, especially for 
an out-of-door man, a man of action rather than of 
talk, for Edward Irving when on a visit to the 
family was so greatly impressed by the conversa- 
tion of James Cartyle that he said to the son, 

I have often wondered where you acquired that 
peculiar, original, and forcible manner of expressing 
your ideas — I have discovered that it is an inherit- 
ance from your father.” Thomas Carlyle’s mother, 
Margaret Aitken, was a woman with the gifts of 
good looks and great natural ability. She was 
in domestic service before her marriage, and had 
a poor education ; though able to read, she could 
not write, and to that extent might be called 
illiterate^ 

That important Act of the Parliament of Scotland 
in 1 696 for ‘‘ settling of schools,” which ordained 
that every parish in the realm should “provide 
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a commodious school-house, and pay a moderate 
stipend to a schoolmaster/' had secured a fairly 
good teaching for James Carlyle, at least as far 
as the three Rs" were concerned; but Margaret 
Aitken's parents could not afford to keep her at 
school and she went, while still very young, from 
her frugal house to earn her own living. 

Most men, who have gained distinction in the 
world, have had highly capable mothers, and in 
that respect Thomas Carlyle too was a favoured 
mortal 

His mother should be honoured in any record 
of his life, and there is much to be said in these 
Mendellan days for using the mother's name with 
the Christian name ; thus Carlyle would be Thomas 
A itken Carlyle, Shakespeare would be styled 
William Arden Shakespeare, and Bacon (whose 
mother was a Cooke) would be Francis Cooke 
Bacon. 

Thomas Carlyle had no children to add interest 
to his life ; he gave his undivided, unstinted love 
to his parents and family. In early years he gave 
to his father respect and regard, and those feelings 
ripened with time into the deepest and truest 
auction. 

His devotion to his mother is mentioned, in his 
Reminiscences, in many touching passages. 

She read and thought, so far as her domestic 
duties allowed, that she might understand some- 
thing of her son's books, and she is said to have 
suggested the subject of Cromwell and his greatness, 
and to have given inspiration to that valuable 
work. 

Unwearied kindness,” says Carlyle, all that 
tenderest anxious affection could do, was always 
mine from my dear brothers, little clever, active 
sisters, and from everyone, brave father, in his tacit 
grim way, not at all excepted.” 
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With such parentage, and in such humble 
circumstances, he passed his boyhood, with some of 
the limitations imposed by poverty, but with nothing 
that could repress his noble rage ’’ for literature, 

A greedy devoiircr of books, Carlyle at fourteen 
years of age went from his village to study at 
Edinburgh University, where his father hoped that 
he would read for the Church. At the University 
his reading was wide, and included a severe course 
of mathematics, and it was during this course of 
study that Carlyle found the religious beliefs of his 
youth to be unsatisfying. To his father’s terrible 
distress he decided to give up all thoughts of the 
ministry. He underwent a kind of crisis of the 
nerves which lowered his standard of health, and 
laid the foundation for ailments which he felt 
during the rest of his life. On this point he writes, 

‘‘ I only know that for one or two or three-and- 
twenty 3 /ears of my mortal existence I was not 
conscious of the ownership of that diabolical 
arrangement called a stomach. I had grown up 
the healthy and hardy son of a hardy and healthy 
Scottish dalesman ; and he was the descendant of 
a long line of such : men that had tilled their 
paternal acres, and gained their three score years 
and ten — or even — mayhap by reason of strength, 
their four scoie years, and had gone down to tlieir 
graves, never a man of them the wiser for the 
possession of this infernal apparatus. 

‘‘ And the voice came to me, saying, ‘ Arise and 
settle the problem of thy life.’ 1 had been destined 
by my father and my father’s minister to be myself 
a minister. 

“ But now that I had gained man’s estate, I was 
not sure that I believed the doctrines of my father’s 
kirk ; and it was needful I should now settle it. 

“ And so 1 entered into my chamber and closed 
the door, and around me came a trooping throng 
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of phantoms dire from the abysmal deptns ^ of 
nethermost perdition. Doubh Fear, Unbelief, 
Mockery and Scorn were there ; and I arose and 
wrestled with them in travail and agony of spirit. 
Whether I ate, I know not ; whether I slept, I know 
not; I only know that when I came forth again 
it was with the direful persuasion that I was the 
miserable owner of a diabolical arrangement called 
a stomach, and I have never been free from that 
knowledge from that hour to this, and I suppose ^ 
that I never shall be until I am laid away in my 
grave.” 

With this dyspepsia came also a peculiar dread 
of noise, a sensitive, irritable, apprehensive feeling. 

It is not the cock-crowing, but the wailing for 
him to crow” which was so terrible. At his house 
in Chelsea he had a sound-proof chamber at the 
top of the house, where he could retire to write, and 
emerge from this den only for meals, Mrs Carlyle 
defended him as well as possible : amusingly she 
writes, Perhaps I am a genius too as well as my 
husband.? Indeed I really begin to think so — 
especially since yesterday I wrote down a parrot 1 
which was driving us quite desperate with its 
s( eeching. Some new neighbours, that came a 
UiOnth or so ago, brought with them an accumula- 
tion of all the things to be guarded against in 
a London neighbourhood, viz. a pianoforte, a lap- 
dog, and a parrot. The two first can be borne 
with as they carry on their glory within doors, but 
the parrot, since the fine weather, has been holding 
forth in the garden under our open windows. 
Yesterday it was more than usually obstreperous, 
so that Carlyle at last fairly sprang to his feet, 
declaring he could ' neither think nor live.’ Now 
it was absolutely necessary that he should do both. 
So forthwith, on the inspiration of conjugal sym- 
pathy, I wrote a note to the parrot’s mistress 
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(name unknown) and five minutes after Pretty Polly 
was carried within, and is now screeching from 
some subterranean depth whence she is scarcely 
audible. 

Now, if you will please recollect that, at 
Comely Bank, I also wrote down an old maid's 
house-dog, and an only son’s pet bantam-cock, you 
will admit, I think, that my writings have not been 
in vain.” 

Undisturbed by the demon Fowls,” he still 
* suffered. Carlyle himself writes, The accursed 
hag ‘ Dyspepsia ’ had got me bitted and bridled, 
and was ever striving to make my waking living 
day a thing of ghastly nightmare. 

I resisted what I could : never did yield or 
surrender to her ; but she kept my heart right 
heavy, my battle very sore and hopeless.” But to 
return to Edinburgh. 

While still in his teens Carlyle became a school- 
master, chiefly engaged in teaching mathematics, 
and at this time formed a friendship with his 
colleague Edward Irving, afterwards the well-known 
preacher, but the work of school was distasteful to 
Carlyle and after another turn of study in Edinburgh 
University, reading and translating German, ai i 
writing articles for the Edinburgh Cyclopaed 
he was, by Irving’s kindness, introduced to the 
Pluiiers and became tutor to young Charles Boiler, 
fresh from Harrow, with whom he made friends 
and saw with him something of the world both in 
London and Paris. 

German literature always had an attraction for 
Carlyle. He translated Wilhelm Mcister, and 
corresponded with Goethe — introducing Goethe, 
Schiller, and Heine to the British public by means 
of translations, essays and reviews. In 1826 Carlyle 
married Jane Welsh, a most attractive, witty, and 
agreeable lady — who patiently adapted herself to 
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her ailing and eccentric luisband, and through 
periods of poverty to comparative comfort, during 
forty years she devoted herself and her small 
patrimony to his interests. 

His literary work for a long time was not 
sufficiently popular to gain him more than a pre- 
carious living. 

Sartor Rcsartus could not find a publisher in 
England, but was issued first in America, and not 
until the publication of his French Revolution^ and 
the popular courses of Lectures in London, was 
Sartor brought out in this country. 

Carlyle's French Revolution and the Life of 
Frederick the Great were written with groaning 
efforts, reflected by his delicate and sensitive wife, 
so that in reading her Letters and Journals wc are 
made to sympathise with her as in a tragedy. 

The Carlyles settled in London at 5 Cheyne 
Row, Chelsea, and there continued to the end. 

Jane Welsh Carlyle died suddenly in 1866, 
having lived to see her husband established as a 
great literary personage. Like many an invalid 
from nervous causes only, Thomas Carlyle lived to 
a great age ; there being nothing in his malady to 
shorten life; on the contrary, the careful diet, and 
the exercise, both on foot and horseback, necessary 
for his health, enabled his }"ears to be prolonged to 
eighty-seven, and his output of work to be un- 
usually great. 

Heroes and Hero-worship was published in 1841 
in book form, from a course of lectures delivered in 
London in the previous year. It was the best 
attended of all the courses of lectures given by 
Carlyle from i837to 1840; ^‘theaudience numbering 
on the average three hundred, these being for the 
most part persons of rank and wealth as the 
number of carriages testified." Carlyle's delivery 
has been thus described : There is something in 
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his maiinerj which, if I may use a rather quaint 
term, must seem uncouth to London audiences 
of the most respectable class, accustomed to the 
polished deportment which is usually exhibited in 
Willis’s or the Hanover Rooms. 

“ He very rarely takes any more notice of the 
mark of approbation bestowed upon him, than if 
he were wholly unconscious of it. And the same 
seeming want of respect for his audience, or, at any 
rate, the same disregard for what I believe he 
'considers the troublesome foims of politeness, is 
visible at the commencement of his. lecture. 

Having ascended his desk, he gives a hearty 
rub to his hands, and plunges at once into his 
subject. 

He is not prodigal of gesture with his arms or 
^ body; but there is something in his eye and 
countenance which indicates great: earnestness of 
^ purpose, and the most intense interest in his 
subject. You can almost fancy, in some of his 
I more enthusiastic and energetic moments, that you 
I see his inmost soul in his face. At times, indeed 

E ry often, he so unnaturally distorts his features, 
to give to his countenance a very unpleasant 
pression. 

On such occasions you would imagine that he 
is suddenly seized with some violent paroxysm 
pain. 

He is one of the most ungraceful speakers 
have ever heard address a public assembly. In 
dition to the awkwardness of his general manner, 
makes mouths which would of themselves be 
fficient to mar the agreeableness of his delivery. 
And his manner of speaking, and the ungrace- 
Iness of his gesticulation, are greatly aggravated 
r his strong Scotch accent Even to the generality 
Scotchmen his pronunciation is harsh in no 
dinary degree. 
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“ Need I say then, what it must be to an English 
ear ? 

This account, though probably prejudiced, may 
be taken as fairly truthful The lectures were 
confessedly a great effort and very distasteful to 
Carlyle, who vowed he never again would appear 
upon a platform, and stedfastly, in spite of repeated 
and urgent invitation, he kept his word, in his 
farewell phrases as a lecturer Carlyle said, With 
six months instead of six days, we might have 
done better with the subject. I promised to break • 
ground on it; I know not whether I have even 
managed to do that. I have had to tear it up in 
the rudest manner in order to get into it at all 
Often enough, with these abrupt utterances thrown- 
out, isolated, unexplained, has your tolerance been 
put to the trial Tolerance, patient candour, all- 
hoping favour, and kindness, which I will not speak 
of at present. The accomplished and distinguished, 
the beautiful, the wise, something of what is best in 
England, have listened patiently to my rude words. 
With many feelings, I heartily thank you all ; and 
say, Good be with you all ! The man who gave 
this ‘‘valediction” could not be truly described 
as “uncouth ” he knew his public perfectly well and 
fairly earned their regard. An eminent scientist 
describes these lectures as containing “very strik- 
ing, rugged thoughts, not ready made up for any 
political or religious system ; thrown at people’s^ 
heads, by which most of his audience are sadl^,i 
startled.” Robert Browning was among his listenepT I 
and Macready the famous actor was “charmed an^ . 
carried away” by a lecture delivered with “a fervou^ ^ 
and eloquence that only complete conviction om 
truth could give.” * 

A very interesting passage by George Meredith J 
ill Beatichamp's Career suggests the effect of | 
Carlyle's book upon the sailor lad. “As to war 



INTRODUCTION 


XV 


and bloodshed, a man’s first thought must be his 
country, young Jacket remarked, and Ich dien was 
the best motto afloat. Rosamund noticed the 
peculiarity of the books he selected for his private 
reading-. The}’- were not boy's books, books of 
adventure and the like. 

“ His favourite Author was one writing of Heroes, 
in (so she esteemed it) a style resembling either 
early architecture or utter dilapidation, so loose and 
rough it seemed ; a wind-in-the-orchard style, that 
tumbled down here and there an appreciable fruit 
with uncouth bluster; sentences without commence- 
ment running to abrupt endings and smoke, like 
waves against a sea-wall, learned dictionary words 
giving a hand to street-slang, and accents falling 
on them haphazard, like slant rays from driving 
clouds; all the pages in a breeze, the whole book 
producing a kind of electrical agitation in the mind 
and the joints. 

‘^This was its effect upon the lady. To her the 
incomprehensible was the abominable, for she had 
our country's high critical feeling; but he, while 
admitting that he could not quite master it, liked 
it He had dug the book out of a bookseller’s shop 
in Malta, captivated by its title, and had, since the 
day of its purchase, gone at it again and again, 
getting nibbles of golden meaning by instalments, 
as with a solitary pick in a very dark mine, until 
the illumination of an idea struck him that there 
was a great deal more in the book than there was 
in himself. 

“This was sufficient to secure the devoted 
attachment of young Mr Beauchamp. Rosamund 
sighed with aj^prehension to think of his unlikeness 
to boys and men among his countrymen in some 
things. Why should he hug a book he owned he 
could not quite comprehend ? He said he liked a 
bone in his mouth; and it was natural wisdom, 
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though unappreciated by women. A bone in a 
boy's mind for him to gnaw and worry, corrects the 
vagrancies and promotes the healthy activities, 
whether there be marrow in it oi not Supposing 
it furnishes only dramatic entertainment in that 
usually vacant tenement, a powder-shell, it will be 
of service. That fire-ancl-smoke 

writer dedicated volumes to the praise of a regicide. 

Nice reading for her dear boy ! 

Carlyle's study of and his admnation for Ger- 
man literature influenced him greatly, gave some • 
character and peculiarity to his style, and led to 
the choice of compound and hyphenated words. 

The ponderous sentences of German writers 
have daunted many admirers, and have given rise 
to the jest that to read German sentences was like 
being sentenced to death But there is no such 
heavy reading to be found in the Heroes, and by 
most critics Merediths verdict will be accepted that 
it is a book full of grand ^‘dramatic entertainrrfcnf*' 
and ‘‘electrical agitation" for any schoolboy, and a 
thoroughly “healthy book" especially for the young. 
It is well said by Leslie Stephen, “Whatever rnayf 
be thought of Carlyle's teaching the merits of a| 
preacher must be estimated rather by his stimulus 
to thought than by the soundness of his conclusions. I 
Measured by such a test Carlyle was unapproached I 
in his day." ^ 

Several editions of the Heroes have been 
consulted by me, but the text here used is that of 
the First Edition word for word, any different 
readings with explanations and references being 
given 111 the Notes. 

GEORGE WHERRY. 

Cambridge, 

October, 1911. 



LECTURE I 

[Tt/esdaf, '^th May 1840] 

THE HERO AS DIVINITY^ ODIN. PAGANISM: 

SCANDINAVIAN MYTHOLOGY 

We have undertaken to discourse here for a little 
on Great Men, their manner of appearance in our 
world’s business, how they have shaped themselves 
in the world’s history, what ideas men formed of 
them, what work they did; — on Heroes, namely, and 
on their reception and performance; what I call Hero- 
worship and the Heroic in human affairs. Too 
evidently this is a large topic; deserving quite other 
treatment than we can expect to give it at present. 
A large topic; indeed, an illimitable one; wide as 
Universal fiistoiT itseli For, as I take it, Universal 
History, the history of what man has accomplished 
in this world, is at bottoin the History of the Great 
Men who have worked here. They were the leaders 
of men, these great ones; the modellers, patterns, 
and in a wide sense creators, of whatsoever the general 
mass of men contrived to do or to attain ; ail things 
that we see standing accomplished in the world are 
properly the outer material result, the practical realisa- 
tion and embodiment, of Thoughts that dwelt in the 
Great Men sent into the world: the soul of the whole 
world’s history, it may justly be considered, were the 
history of these. Too clearly it is a topic we shall do 
no justice to in this place 1 


w. 
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2 ON HEROES, HERO-WORSHIP 

One comfort is, that Great Men, taken up in any 
way, are profitable company. We cannot look, how- 
ever imperfectly, upon a great man, without gaining 
something by him. He is the living light-fountain, 
which it is good and pleasant to be near. The light 
which enlightens, which has enlightened the darkness 
of the world: and this not as a kindled lamp only, but 
rather as a natural luminary shining by the gift of 
Heaven; a flowing light-fountain, as I say, of native 
original insight, of manhood and heroic nobleness; — 
in whose radiance all souls feel that it is well with 
them. On any terms whatsoever, you will not grudge 
to wander in such neighbourhood for a while. These 
Six classes of Heroes, chosen out of widely distant 
countries and epochs, and in mere external figure 
differing altogether, ought, if we look faithfully at 
them, to illustrate several things for us. Could we 
see them well, we should get some glimpses into the 
very marrow of the world’s history. How happy, 
could I but, in any measure, in such times as these, 
make manifest to you the meanings of Heroism ; the 
divine relation (for I may well call it such) which In 
all times unites a Great Man to other men ; and thus, 
as it were, not exhaust my subject, but so much as 
break ground on it ! At all events, I must make the 
attempt. 

It is well said, in every sense, that a man’s religion 
is the chief fact wdth regard to him. A man’s, or a 
nation of men’s. By religion I do not mean here the 
church-creed which he professes, the articles of faith 
which he will sign and, in words or otherwise, assert; 
not this wholly, in many cases not this at all. We 
see men of all kinds of professed creeds attain to 
almost all degrees of w'orth or worthlessness under 
each or any of them. This is not what I call religion, 
this profession and assertion; which is often only a 
profession and assertion from the outworks of the 
man, from the mere argumentative region of him, If 
even so deep as that. But the thing a man does 
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practically believe (and this is often enough without 
asserting it even to himself, much less to others); the 
thing a mao does practically lay to heart, and know 
for certain, concerning his vital relations to this 
mysterious Universe, and his duty and destiny there, 
that is in all cases the primary thing for him, and 
creatively determines all the rest. That is his 
religion; or, it may be, his mere scepticism and no- 
religion: the manner it is in which he feels himself 
to be spiritually related to the Unseen World or No- 
world; and I say, if you tell me what that is, you 
tell me to a very great extent what the man is, what 
the kind of things he will do is. Of a man or of a 
nation we inquire, therefore, first of all, What religion 
they had ? Was it Heathenism, — plurality of gods, 
mere sensuous representation of this Mystery of Life, 
and for chief recognised element therein Physical 
Force? Was it Christianism ; faith in an Invisible, 
not as real only, but as the only reality; Time, through 
every meanest moment of it, resting on Eternity; 
Pagan empire of Force displaced by a nobler supre- 
macy, that of Holiness? Was it Scepticism, uncer- 
tainty and inquiiy whether there was an Unseen 
World, any Mystery of Life except a mad one; — 
doubt as to all this, or perhaps unbelief and flat 
denial ? Answering of this question is giving us the 
soul of the history of the man or nation, llie thoughts 
they had were the parents of the actions they did ; 
their feelings were parents of their thoughts : it was 
the unseen spiritual in them that determined the 
outward and actual their religion, as I say, was the 
great fact about them. In these Discourses, limited 
as we are, it will be good to direct our survey chiefly 
to that religious phasis of the matter. That once 
known well, all is known. We have chosen as the 
first Hero in our series, Odin the central figure of 
Scandinavian Paganism; an emblem to us of a most 
extensive province of things. Let us look, for a little, 
at the Hero as Divinity, the oldest primary form of 
Heroism. 


1—2 



4 ON HEROES, HEROAVORSHIP 

Surely it seems a very strange-looking thing this 
Paganism; almost inconceivable to us in these days. 
A bewildering, inextricable jungle of delusions, con- 
fusions, falsehoods, and absurdities, covering the whole 
field of life there. A thing that fills us with ptonishment, 
almost, if it were possible, with incredulity, — for truly 
it IS not easy to understand that sane men could ever 
calmly, with their eyes open, believe and live by such 
a set of doctrines. That men should have worshipped 
their poor fellow-man as a God, and not him only, but 
stocks and stones, and all manner of animate and 
inanimate objects; and fashioned for themselves such 
a distracted chaos of hallucinations by way of Theory 
of the Universe; all this looks like an incredible fable. 
Nevertheless it is a clear fact that they did it. Such 
hideous inextricable jungle of misworships, misbeliefs, 
men, made as we are, did actually hold by, and live 
at home in. This is strange. Yes, we may pause in 
sorrow and silence over the depths of darkness that 
are in man ; if we rejoice in the heights of purer vision 
he has attained to. Such things were and are in man ; 
in all men ; in us too. 

Some speculators have a short way of accounting 
for the Pagan religion ; mere quackery, priestcraft, and 
dupery, say they; no sane man ever did believe it, — 
merely contrived to persuade other men, not worthy of 
the name of sane, to believe it ! It "will be often our 
duty to protest against this sort of hypothesis about 
men’s doings and history; and I here, on the very 
threshold, protest against it in reference to Paganism, 
and to all other isms by which man has ever for a 
length of time striven to walk in this world. They 
have all had a truth in them, or men would not have 
taken them up. Quackery and dupery do abound; 
in religions, above all in the more advanced decaying 
stages of religions, they have fearfully abounded : but 
quackery was never the originating influence in such 
things; it was not the health and life of such things, 
but their disease, the sure precursor of their being 
about to die 1 Let us never forget this. It seems to 
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me a most mournful hypothesis, that of quackery 
giving birth to any faith even in savage men. Quack- 
ery gives birth to nothing; gives death to all. We 
shall not see into the true heart of anything, if we 
look merely at the quackeries of it; if we do not reject 
the quackeries altogether; as mere diseases, corrup- 
tions, with which our and all men’s sole duty is to 
have done with them, to sweep them out of our 
thoughts as out of our practice. Man everywhere is 
the born enemy of lies. I find Grand Lamaism itself 
to have a kind of truth in it. Read the candid, 
clear-sighted, rather sceptical Mr Hamilton’s Travels 
into that country, and see. They have their belief, 
these poor Thibet people, that Providence sends 
down always an Incarnation of Himself into every 
generation. At bottom some belief in a kind of 
Pope! At bottom still better, belief that there is 
a Greatest Man ; that he is discoverable ; that, Once 
discovered, we ought to ti'eat him with an obedience 
which knows no bounds I This is the truth of Grand 
Lamaism; the “discoverability” is the only error here. 
The Thibet Priests have methods of their own of dis- 
covering what Man is Greatest, fit to be supreme over 
them. Bad methods: but are they so much worse 
than our methods, — of understanding him to be always 
the eldest-born of a certain genealogy ? Alas, it is a 

difficult thing to find good methods for I ^We shall 

begin to have a chance of understanding Paganism, 
when we first admit that to its followers it was, at 
one time, earnestly true. Let us consider it very 
certain that men did believe in Paganism ; men with 
open eyes, sound senses, men made altogether like our- 
selves ; that we, had we been there, should have believed 
in it. Ask now, What Paganism could have been ? 

Another theory, somewhat more respectable, attri- 
butes such things to Allegory. It was a play of poetic 
minds, say these theorists ; a shadowing forth, in alle- 
gorical fable, in personification, and visual form, of 
what such poetic minds had known and felt of this 
Universe. Which agrees, add they, with a primary 
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law of human nature, still everywhere observably at 
work, though in less important things, That what a 
man feels intensely, he struggles to speak out of him, 
to see represented before him in visual shape, and as 
if with a kind of life and historical reality in it. Now 
doubtless there is such a law, and it is one of the 
deepest in human nature; neither need we doubt that 
it did operate fundamentally in this business. The 
hypothesis which ascribes Paganism wholly or mostly 
to this agency, I call a little more respectable; but I 
cannot as yet call it the true hypothesis. Think, would 
we believe, and take vrith us as our life-guidance, an 
allegory, a poetic sport? Not sport but earnest is 
what we should require. It is a most earnest thing 
to be alive in this world; to die is not sport for a 
man, Man’s life never was a sport to him ; it was a 
stern reality, altogether a serious matter to be alive ! 
I find, therefore, that though these Allegory-theorists 
are on the way towards truth in this matter, they 
have not reached it either. Pagan Religion is indeed 
an Allegory, a Symbol of what men felt and knew about 
the Universe; and all Religions are Symbols of that, 
altering always as that alters: but it seems to me a 
radical perversion, and even inversion, of the business, 
to put that forward as the origin and moving cause, 
w^hen it was rather the result and termination. To 
get beautiful allegories, a perfect poetic symbol, was 
not the want of men ; but to know what they were to 
believe about this Universe, what course the}?' were to 
steer in it; what, in this mysterious Life of theirs, they 
had to hope and to fear, to do and to forbear doing. 
The Pilgrim's Progress is an Allegory, and a beautiful, 
just and serious one: but consider whether Banyan’s 
Allegory could have preceded the Faith it symbolizes I 
The Faith had to be already there, standing believed 
by everybody; — of which the Allegory could then be- 
come a shadow; and, wuth all its seriousness, we may 
say a sportful shadow, a mere play of the Fancy, 
in comparison with that awful Fact and scientific 
certainty, which it poetically strives to emblem. The 
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Allegory is the product of the certainty, not the pro- 
ducer of it; not in Banyan’s nor in any other case. 
For Paganism, therefore, we have still to inquire, 
Whence came that scientific certainty, the parent of 
such a bewildered heap of allegories, errors and con- 
fusions ? How was it, what was it ? 

Surely it were a foolish attempt to pretend “ ex- 
plaining,” in this place, or in any place, such a pheno- 
menon of that far-distant distracted cloudy imbroglio 
of Paganism, — more like a cloudfield, than a distant 
continent of firm-land and facts I It is no longer a 
reality, yet it was one. We ought to understand that 
this seeming cloudfield was once a reality; that not 
poetic allegory, least of all that dupery and deception 
was the origin of it. Men, I say, never did believe idle 
songs, never risked their soul’s life on allegories: men, 
In all times, especially in early earnest times, have had 
an instinct for detecting quacks, for detesting quacks. 
Let us try if, leaving out both the quack-theory and 
the allegory one, and listening with aflPectionate at- 
tention to that far-off confused rumour of the Pagan 
ages, we cannot ascertain so much as this at least, 
That there was a kind of fact at the heart of them; 
that they too were not mendacious and distracted, but 
in their own poor way true and sane ! 

You remember that fancy of Aristotle’s, of a man who 
had grown to maturity in some dark distance, and were 
brought on a sudden into the upper air to see the sun 
rise. What would his wonder be, says the Philosopher, 
his rapt astonishment at the sight we daily witness with 
indifference I With the free open sense of a child, yet 
with the ripe faculty of a man, his whole heart would be 
kindled by that sight, he would discern it well to foe 
Godlike, his soul would fall down in worship before it 
Now, just such a childlike greatness was in the primitive 
nations. The first Pagan Thinker among rude men, the 
first man that began to think, was precisely the child- 
man of Aristotle. Simple, open as a child, yet with the 
depth and strength of a man. Nature had as yet no 
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name to him ; he had not yet united under a name the 
infinite variety of sights, sounds, shapes and motions, 
which we now collectively name Universe, Nature, 
or the like, — and so with a name dismiss it from us. 
To the wild deep-hearted man ail was yet new, un- 
veiled under names or formulas; it stood naked, 
flashing In on him there, beautiful, awful, unspeakable. 
Nature was to this man, what to the Thinker and 
Prophet it forever is, pretern2X\xr2ih This green 
flowery rock-built earth, the trees, the mountains, 
rivers, many-sounding seas; — that great deep sea 
of azure that svrims overhead; the winds sweeping 
through it; the black cloud fashioning itself together, 
now pouring out fire, now hail and rain : vrhat is it ? 
Ay, what? At bottom we do not yet know; we can 
never know at all. It is not by our superior insight 
that we escape the difficulty; it is by our superior 
levity, our inattention, our want of insight. It is by 
not thinking that we cease to wonder at it. Hardened 
round us, encasing wholly every notion we form, is a 
wrappage of traditions, hearsays, mere words* We 
call that fire of the black thunder-cloud electricity/’ 
and lecture learnedly about it, and grind the like of it 
out of glass and silk: but what is it ? What made it ? 
Whence comes it? Whither goes it? Science has 
done much for us; but it is a poor science that would 
hide ^ from us the great deep sacred infinitude of 
Nescience, whither we can never penetrate, on which 
all science swims as a mere superficial film. This 
world, after all our science and sciences, is still a 
miracle; wonderful, inscrutable, magical and more, 
to whosoever will think of it. 

That great mystery of Time, were there no other; 
the illimitable, silent, never-resting thing called Time, 
rolling, rushing on, swift, silent, like an all-embracing 
ocean-tide, on which w^e and all the Universe swim like 
exhalations, like apparitions which are, and then are 
not : this is forever very literally a miracle; a thing to 
strike us dumb, —for we have no word to speak about 
.t. This Universe, ah me I— what could the wild man 
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know of It ; what can we yet know ? That it Is a Force, 
and thousandfold Complexity of Forces; a^Force which 
is not we. That is all; it is not we, it is altogether 
different from ns. Force, Force, everywhere Force; 
we ourselves a mysterious Force in the centre of that. 
« There is not a leaf rotting on the highway but has 
Force in it: how else could it rot?” Nay surely, to 
the Atheistic Thinker, if such a one were possible, it 
must be a miracle too, this huge illimitable whirlwind 
of Force, which envelopes us here; never-resting whirl- 
wind, high as Immensity, old as Eternity. What is it? 
God’s Creation, the religious people answer; it is the 
Almighty God’s 1 Atheistic science babbles poorly of 
it, with scientific nomenclatures, experiments and 
what not, as if it were a poor dead thing, to be bottled 
up in Leyden jars, and sold over counters: but the 
natural sense of man, in all times, If he will honestly 
apply his sense, proclaims it to be a living thing, — ah, 
an unspeakable, godlike thing; towards which the best 
attitude for us, after never so much science, is awe, 
devout prostration and humility of soul; worship if 
not in words, then in silence. 

But now I remark farther : What in such a time as 
ours it requires a Prophet or Poet to teach us, namely, 
the stripping off of those poor undevout wrappages, 
nomenclatures and scientific hearsays, — this, the an- 
cient earnest soul, as yet unencumbered with these 
things, did for itself. The world, which is now divine 
only to the gifted, was then divine to whosoever 
would turn his eye upon it. He stood bare before 
it face to face. *‘A11 was Godlike or God”: — Jean 
Paul still finds it so; the giant Jean Paul, who has 
power to escape out of hearsays: but then there were 
no hearsays. Canopus shining down over the desert, 
with its blue diamond brightness (that wild blue spirit- 
like brightness, far brighter than we ever witness here), 
would pierce into the heart of the wild Ishmaelitish 
man, whom it was guiding through the solitary waste 
there. To his wild heart, with all feelings in it, with 
no speech for any feeling, it might seem a little eye, 
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that Canopus, glancing out on him from the great 
deep Eternity; revealing the inner Splendour to him. 
Cannot we understand how these men %vor shipped 
Canopus; became what we call Sabeans, worshipping 
the stars ? Such is to me the secret of all forms of 
Paganism. Worship is transcendent wonder; wonder 
for which there is now no limit or measure; that is 
worship. To these primeval men, all things and every- 
thing they saw exist beside them were an emblem of 
the Godlike, of some God. 

And look what perennial fibre of truth was in that. 
To us also, through every star, through every blade of 
grass, is not a God made visible, if wt will open our 
minds and eyes? We do not worship in that way 
now I but is it not reckoned still a merit, proof of what 
we call a “poetic nature,” that we recognise how every 
object has a divine beauty in it; how every object still 
verily is “ a window through which we may look into 
infinitude itself?” He that can discern the loveliness 
of things, we call him Poet, Painter, Man of Genius, 
gifted, loveable. These poor Sabeans did even what 
he does, — in their own fashion. That they did it, in 
what fashion soever, was a merit: better than w^hat 
the entirely stupid man did, what the horse and camel 
did,— namely, nothing I 

But now if all things whatsoever that we look upon 
are emblems to us of the Highest God, I add that more 
so than any of them is man such an emblem. You 
have heard of St Chrysostom's celebrated saying, In 
reference to the Shekinah, or Ark of Testimony, visi- 
ble Revelation of God, among the Hebrews: “The true 
Shekinah is Man I” Yes, it is even so: this is no vain 
phrase; it is veritably so. The essence of our being, 
the mystery in us that calls itself “ I,” — ah, what words 
have we for such things ? — is a breath of Heaven ; the 
Highest Being reveals himself in man. This body, 
these faculties, this life of ours, is it not all as a vesture 
for that Unnamed? “There is but one temple in the 
Universe,” says the devout Novalis, “and that is the 
Body of Man. Nothing is holier than that high form. 
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Bending before men is a reverence done to this Reve- 
lation in the Flesh. We touch Heaven when we lay 
our hand on a human body!*' This sounds much like 
a mere flourish of rhetoric; but it is not so. If well 
meditated, it will turn out to be a scientific fact; the 
expression, in such words as can be had, of the actual 
truth of the thing. We are the miracle of miracles, — 
the great inscrutable mystery of God. We cannot 
understand it, we know not how to speak of it; 
but we may feel and know, if we like, that it is 
verily so. 

Well; these truths were once more readily felt 
than now. The young generations of the world, who 
had in them the freshness of young children, and yet 
the depth of earnest men, who did not think that they 
had finished off all things in Heaven and Earth by 
merely giving them scientific names, but had to gaze 
direct at them there, with awe and wonder; they felt 
better what of divinity is in man and Nature; — they, 
without being mad, could worship Nature, and man 
more than anything else in Nature. Worship, that is, 
as I said above, admire without limit; this, in the full 
use of their faculties, with all sincerity of heart, they 
could do. I consider Hero-worship to be the grand 
modifying element in that ancient system of thought. 
What I called the perplexed jungle of Paganism sprang, 
we may say, out of many roots; every admiration, 
adoration of a star or natural object, was a root or 
fibre of a root; but Hero-worship is the deepest root 
of all ; the tap-root, from which in a great degree all | 
the rest were nourished and grown. 

And now if worship even of a star had some 
meaning in it, how much more might that of a Hero ! 
Worship of a Hero is transcendent admiration of a 
Great Man. I say great men are still admirable ; I say if 
there is, at bottom, nothing else admirable ! No no- | 
bier feeling than this of admiration for one higher than ^ 
himself dwells in the breast of man. It is to this hour, I 
and at all hours, the vivifying influence in man’s life. 
Religioo[s] I find stand upon it; not Paganism only, 
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but far higher and truer religions, — all religion hitherto 
known. Hero-worship, heartfelt prostrate admiration, 
submission, burning, boundless, for a noblest godlike 
Form of Man, — is not that the germ of Christianity 
itself ? The greatest of all Heroes is One — whom we 
do not name here I Let sacred silence meditate that 
sacred matter; you will find it the ultimate perfection 
of a principle extant throughout man's whole history 
on earth. 

Or coming into lower, less unspeakable provinces, 
is not all Loyalty akin to religious Faith also ? Faith 
is loyalty to some inspired Teacher, some spiritual 
Hero. And what therefore is loyalty proper, the life- 
breath of all society, but an effiuence of Hero-worship, 
submissive admiration for the truly great ? Society is 
founded on Hero-worship. All dignities of rank, on 
which human association rests, are what we may call 
a H^roarchy (Government of Heroes), — or a Hierarchy, 
for it is “sacred" enough withal! The Duke means 
Dux^ Leader; King is Kon-ning, Kan-ning, Man that 
knows or cans. Society everywhere is some repre- 
sentation, not msupportably inaccurate, of a graduated 
Worship of Heroes; — reverence and obedience done 
to men really great and wise. Not ^/^supportably in- 
accurate, I say! They are all as bank-notes, these 
social dignitaries, all representing gold; — and several 
of them, alas, alw^ays are forged notes. We can do 
with some forged false notes; with a good many even: 
but not with all, or the most of them forged! No: 
there have to come revolutions then ; cries of Demo- 
cracy, Liberty and Equality, and I know not what: — 
the notes being all false, and no gold to be had for 
them ^ ptoflt take to crying in their despair that 
there is no gold, that there never was any Gold,” 
Hero-worship, is nevertheless, as it was always 
and everywhere, and cannot cease till man himself 
ceases. 

I am well aware that in these days Hero-worship, 
the thing 1 call Hero-worship, professes to have gone 
out, and finally ceased. This, for reasons which it will 
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be worth while some time to inquire into, is an age that 
as it were denies the existence of great men ; denies the 
desirableness of great men. Show our critics a great 
man, a Luther for example, they begin to what they 
call account ” for him ; not to worship him, but take 
the dimensions of him, — and bring him out to be a 
little kind of man ! He was the “ creature of the 
Time,’’ they say; the Time called him forth, the Time 
did everything, he nothing— but what we the little 
critic could have done tool This seems to me but 
melancholy work. The Time call forth? Alas, we 
have known Times call loudly enough for their great 
man; but not find him when they called! He was 
not there; Providence had not sent him; the Time, 
calling its loudest, had to go down to confusion 
and wreck because he would not come when called. 
For if we will think of it, no Time need have gone 
to ruin, could it have found a man great enough, a 
man wise and good enough ; wisdom to discern truly 
what the Time wanted, valour to lead it on the right 
road thither; these are the salvation of any Time. 
But I liken common languid Times, with their un- 
belief, distress, perplexity, with their languid doubting 
characters and embarrassed circumstances, impotently 
crumbling dowm into ever worse distress towards final 
ruin;— all this I liken to dry dead fuel, waiting for the 
lightning out of Heaven that shall kindle it. The great 
man, with his free force direct out of God’s own hand, 
is the lightning. ^ His word is the wise healing word 
which all can believe in. All blazes round him now, 
when he has once struck on it, into fire like his own. 
The dry mouldering sticks are thought to have called 
him forth. They did want him greatly; but as to 
calling him forth — 1 — Those are critics of small vision, 

I think, who cry: **See, is it not the sticks that made 
the fire?^’ No sadder proof can be given by a man 
of his own littleness than disbelief in great men. 
There is no sadder symptom of a generation than such 
general blindness to the spiritual lightning, with faith 
only in the heap of barren dead fuel. It is the last 
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consummation of unbelief. In all epochs of the world's 
history, we shall find the Great Man to have been the 
indispensable saviour of his epoch; — the lightning, 
without which the fuel never would have burnt. The 
History of the World, I said already, was the Bio- 
graphy of Great Men. 

Such small critics do what they can to promote 
unbelief and universal spiritual paralysis; but happily 
they cannot always completely succeed. In all times 
it is possible for a man to arise great enough to lee! 
that they and their doctrines are chimeras and cob- 
webs. And what is notable, In no time whatever can 
they entirely eradicate out of living men’s hearts a 
certain altogether peculiar reverence for Great Men ; 
genuine admiration, loyalty, adoration, however dim 
and perverted it may be. Hero-worship endures for 
ever while man endures. Boswell venerates his John- 
son, right truly even in the Eighteenth century. The 
unbelieving French believe in their Voltaire; and burst- 
out round him into very curious Hero-worship, in that 
last act of his life when they ‘‘stifle him under roses.” 
It has always seemed to me extremely curious this of 
Voltaire. Truly, if Christianity be the highest instance 
of Hero-worship, then we may find here in Voltaireism 
one of the lowest ! He whose life was that of a kind 
of Antichrist, does again on this side exhibit a curious 
contrast. No people ever were so little prone to ad- 
mire at all as those French of Voltaire. Persiflage 
was the character of their whole mind ; adoration had 
nowhere a place in it. Yet see! The old man of 
Ferney comes up to Paris; an old, tottering, infirm 
man of eighty-four years. They feel that he too is 
a kind of Hero; that he has spent his life in opposing 
error and injustice, delivering Calases, unmasking 
hypocrites in high places ;™-in short that he too, 
though in a strange way, has fought like a valiant 
man. They feel withal that, if persiflage be the great 
thing, there never was such a persifleun He is the 
realised ideal of every one of them; the thing they are 
ail wanting to be; of all Frenchmen the most French. 
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He is properly their god, — such god as they are fit for. 
Accordingly all persons, from the Queen Antoinette to 
the Douanier at the Porte St Denis, do they not wor- 
ship him ? People of quality disguise themselves as 
tavern -waiters. The Mattre de Poste, with a broad 
oath, orders his Postillion: bon train; thou art 

driving M. de Voltaire.*' At Paris his carriage is ‘‘the 
nucleus of a comet, whose train fills whole streets." 
The ladies pluck a hair or two from his fur, to keep 
it as a sacred relic. There was nothing highest, 
beautifulest, noblest in all France, that did not feel 
this man to be higher, beautifuler, nobler. 

Yes, from Norse Odin to English Samuel Johnson, 
from the divine Founder of Christianity to the withered 
Pontiff of Encyclopedism, in all times and places, the 
Hero has been worshipped. It will ever be so. We all 
love great men ; love, venerate and bow down submis- 
sive before great men : nay can we honestly bow down 
to anything else ? Ah, does not every true man feel 
that he Is himself made higher by doing reverence to 
what is really above him ? No nobler or more blessed 
feeling dwells in man's heart. And to me it is very 
cheering to consider that no sceptical logic, or general 
triviality, insincerity and aridity of any Time and its 
influences can destroy this noble inborn loyalty and 
worship that is in man. In times of unbelief, which 
soon have to become times of revolution, much down- 
rushing, sorrowful decay and ruin is visible to every- 
body. For myself in these days, I seem to see in 
this indestructibility of Hero-worship the everlasting 
adamant lower than which the confused wreck of 
revolutionary things cannot fall. The confused wreck 
of things, crumbling and even crashing and tumbling 
all round us in these revolutionary ages, will get down 
so far; no farther. It is an eternal corner-stone, from 
which they can begin to build themselves up again. 
That man, in some sense or other, worships Heroes; 
that we all of us reverence and must ever reverence 
Great Men: this is, to me, the living rock amid all 
rushings down whatsoever; — ^the one fixed point in 
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modem revolutionary history, otherwise as if bottom- 
less and shoreless. 

So much of truth, only under an ancient obsolete 
vesture, but the spirit of it still true, do I find m the 
Paganism of old nations. Nature is still divine, the 
revelation of the workings of God; the Hero is still 
worshipable: this, under poor cramped incipient forms, 
is what all Pagan religions have strupled, as they 
could, to set forth. I think Scandinavian Paganism, 
to us here, is more interesting than any other. It is, 
for one thing, the latest; it continued in these regions 
of Europe till the eleventh century; eight hundred 
years ago the Norwegians were still worshippers of 
Odin. It is interesting also as the creed of our 
fathers; the men whose blood still runs in our veins, 
whom doubtless we still resemble in so many ways. 
Strange: they did believe that, while we believe so 
differently. Let us look a little at this poor Norse 
creed, for many reasons. We have tolerable means 
to do it; for there is another point of interest in these 
Scandinavian mythologies: that they have been pre- 
served so well. 

In that strange island Iceland, — burst up, the 
geologists say, by fire from the bottom of the sea; 
a wild land of barrenness and lava; swallowed many 
months of every year in black tempests, yet with a wild 
gleaming beauty in summer-time; towering up there, 
stern and grim, in the North Ocean; with its snow- 
jokuls, roaring geysers, sulphur pools and horrid vol- 
canic chasms, like the waste chaotic battle-field of 
Frost and Fire; — ^where of all places we least looked 
for Literature or written memorials, the record of 
these things was written down. On the seaboard 
of this wild land is a rim of grassy country, where 
cattle can subsist, and men by means of them and 
of what the sea yields; and it seems they were poetic 
men these, men who had deep thoughts in them, and 
uttered musically their thoughts. Much would be lost 
had Iceland not been burst up from the sea, not been 
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discovered by the Northmen ! The old Norse Poets 
were many of them natives of Iceland. 

S^mund, one of the early Christian Priests there, 
who perhaps had a lingering fondness for Paganism, 
collected certain of their old Pagan songs, just about 
becoming obsolete then, — Poems or Chants of a 
mythic, prophetic, mostly all of a religious character: 
this is what Norse critics call the Elder or Poetic 
Edda. Edda, a word of uncertain etymology, is 
thought to signify Ancestress. Snorro Sturleson, an 
Iceland gentleman, an extremely notable personage, 
educated by this Ssemund’s grandson, took in hand 
next, near a century afterwards, to put together, 
among several other books he wrote, a kind of Prose 
Synopsis of the whole Mythology; elucidated by new 
fragments of traditionary verse. A work constructed 
really with great ingenuity, native talent, what one 
might call unconscious art; altogether a perspicuous 
clear work, pleasant reading still: this is the Younger 
or Prose Edda. By these and the numerous other 
Sagas, mostly Icelandic, with the commentaries, Ice- 
landic or not, which go on zealously in the North to 
this day, it is possible to gain some direct insight even 
yet; and see that old Norse system of Belief, as it 
were, face to face. Let us forget that it is erroneous 
Religion ; let us look at it as old Thought, and try if 
we cannot sympathise with it somewhat. 

The primary characteristic of this old Northland 
Mythology I had to be Impersonation of the visible 
workings of Nature. Earnest simple recognition of 
the workings of Physical Nature, as a thing wholly 
miraculous, stupendous and divine. What we now 
lecture of as Science, they wondered at, and fell down 
in awe before, as Religion. The dark hostile Powers 
of Nature they figure to themselves as ^^Jotuns,'^ 
Giants, huge shaggy beings of a demonic character. 
Frost, Fire, Sea-tempest; these are Jotuns. The 
friendly Powers again, as Summer-heat, the Sun, are 
Gods. The empire of this Universe is divided between 
these two ; they dwell apart, in perennial internecine 
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feud. The Gods dwell above in Asgard, the Garden 
of the Asen or Divinities; Jotunheim, a distant dark 
chaotic land, is the Home of the Jotims. 

Curious all this; and not idle or inane, if we will 
look at the foundation of it 1 The power of Fire, or 
Flame, for instance, which we designate by some 
trivial chemical name, thereby hiding from ourselves 
the essential character of wonder that dwells in it as 
in ail things, is with these old Northmen, Loke, a most 
swift subtle Demon, of the brood of the Jotuns. The 
savages of the Ladrones Islands too (say some Spanish 
voyagers) thought Fire, which they never had seen 
before, was a devil or god, that bit you sharply when 
you touched it, and lived there upon dry wood. From 
us too, no Chemistry, if it had not Stupidity to help it, 
would hide that Flame is a wonder. What is Flame ? 
— Frost the old Norse Seer discerns to be a monstrous 
Hoary Jotun, the Giant Thrym, Hrym; or Rime, the 
old word now nearly obsolete here, but still used in 
Scotland to signify hoar-frost. Rime was not then as 
now a dead chemical thing, but a living Jotun or Devil ; 
the monsti’ous Jotun Rime drove home his Horses at 
night, sat “ combing their manes,” — ^wdiich Horses were 
Hail-Clouds, or fleet Frost-winds, His Cows — No, 
not his, but a kinsman’s, the Giant Hymir’s Cows are 
Icebergs ; this Hymir “ looks at the rocks ” with his 
devil-eye, and they split in the glance of it. 

Thunder vras not then mere Electricity, vitreous or 
resinous; it was the God Donner (Thunder) or Thor, 
— God also of beneficent Summer-heat. The thunder 
was his wrath; the gathering of the black clouds is 
the drawing down of Thor’s angry brows; the nre-bolt 
bursting out of Heaven is the all-rending Hammer 
flung from the hand of Thor: he urges his loud chariot 
over the motintain-tops,— that is the peal: wrathful he 
“blows in his red beard”;— that is the rustling storm- 
blast before the thunder begin. Balder again, the 
White God, the beautiful, the just and benignant 
(whom the early Christian Missionaries found to re- 
semble Christ), is the Sun,— beautifulest of visible 
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things; wondrous too, and divine still, after all our 
Astronomies and Almanacs! But perhaps the nota- 
blest god we hear tell of is one of whom Grimm 
the German Etymologist finds trace: the God Wilnsch^ 
or Wish. The God Wish ; who could give us all that 
we wished ! Is not this the sincerest yet rudest voice 
of the spirit of man? The rudest ideal that man 
ever formed; which still shews itself in the latest 
forms of our spiritual culture. Higher considerations 
have to teach us that the God Wish is not the true 
God. 

Of the other Gods or Jotuns I will mention only 
for etymology’s sake, that Sea- tempest is the Jotun 
Aegir, a very dangerous Jotun; — and now to this day, 
on our river Trent, as I learn, the Nottingham barge- 
men, when the River is in a certain flooded state (a 
kind of backwater, or eddying swirl it has, very dan- 
gerous to them), call it Eager; they cry out, *‘Have 
a care, there is the Eager coming!” Curious; that 
word surviving, like the peak of a submerged world ! 
The oldest Nottingham bargemen had believed in the 
God Aegir, Indeed our English blood too in good 
part is Danish, Norse; or rather, at bottom, Danish 
and Norse and Saxon have no distinction, except a 
superficial one,— -as of Heathen and Christian, or the 
like. But all over our Island we are mingled largely 
with Danes proper, — from the incessant invasions 
there were: and this, of course, in a greater propor- 
tion along the east coast; and greatest of ail, as I 
find, in the North Country. Prom the Humber up- 
wards, all over Scotland, the speech of the common 
people is still in a singular degree Icelandic; its Ger- 
manism has still a peculiar Norse tinge. They too 
are ‘‘Normans,” Northmen, — if that be any great 
beauty ! — 

Of the chief god, Odin, we shall speak by and by* 
Mark at present so much; what the essence of Scan- 
dinavian and indeed of all Paganism is: a recognition 
of the forces of Nature as godlike, stupendous, personal 
Agencies, — as Gods and Demons. Not inconceiyable 
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to us. It is the infant Thought of man opening itself, 
with awe and wonder, on this ever-stupendous Uni- 
verse. To me there is in the Norse System something 
very genuine, very great and manlike. A broad sim- 
plicity, rusticity, so very different from the light grace- 
fulness of the old Greek Paganism, distinguishes this 
Scandinavian System, It is Thought; the genuine 
Thought of deep, rude, earnest minds, fairly opened 
to the things about them; a face-to-face and heart- 
to-heart inspection of the things, — the first character- 
istic of all good Thought in all times. Not graceful 
lightness, half -sport, as in the Greek Paganism ; a 
certain homely truthfulness and rustic strength, a great 
rude sincerity, discloses itself here. It is strange, after 
our beautiful Apollo statues and clear smiling mythuses, 
to come down upon the Norse Gods “brewing ale*’ to 
hold their feast with Aegir, the Sea-Jdtun; sending 
out Thor to get the cauldron for them in the Jotun 
country; Thor, after many adventures, clapping the 
Pot on his head, like a huge hat, and walking off with 
it, — quite lost in it, the ears of the Pot reaching down 
to his heels ! A kind of vacant hugeness, large awk- 
ward gianthood, characterises that Norse System; 
enormous force, as yet altogether untutored, stalking 
helpless with large uncertain strides. Consider only 
their primary mythus of the Creation. The Gods, 
having got the Giant Ymer slain, a Giant made by 
“warm winds” and much confused work out of the 
conflict of Frost and Fire, — determined on construct- 
ing a world with him. His blood made the Sea; his 
flesh was the Land, the Rocks his bones; of his eye- 
brows they formed Asgard their Gods’-dwelling ; his 
skull was the great blue vault of Immensity, and the 
brains of it became the Clouds. What a Hyper- 
Brobdignagian business! Untamed Thought, great, 
giantlike, enormous ;-~-to be tamed in due time into 
the compact greatness, not giantlike, but godlike 
and stronger than gianthood, of the Shakspeares, the 
Goethes! Spiritually as well as bodily these men are 
our progenitors. 
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I like, too, that representation they have of the 
Tree Igdrasil. All Life is figured by them as a Tree. 
Igdrasll, the Ash-tree of Existence, has its roots deep 
down in the kingdoms of Hela or Death ; its trunk 
reaches up heaven-high, spreads its boughs over the 
whole Universe : it is the Tree of Existence. At the 
foot of it, in the Death-kingdom, sit three Nornas^ 
Pates, — the Past, Present, Future; watering its roots 
from the Sacred Well. Its “boughs,” with their bud- 
dings and disleafings, — events, things suffered, things 
done, catastrophes, — stretch through all lands and 
times. Is not every leaf of it a biography, every fibre 
there an act or word? Its boughs are Histories of 
Nations. The rustle of it is the noise of Human 
Existence, onwards from of old. It grows there, the 
breath of Human Passion rustling through it; — or 
stormtost, the stormwind howling through it like the 
voice of all the gods. It is Igdrasil, the Tree of 
Existence. It is the past, the present, and the future; 
what was done, what is doing, what will be done; 
“ the infinite conjugation of the verb To doT Con- 
sidering how human things circulate, each inextricably 
in communion with all, — how the w^ord I speak to you 
to day is borrowed, not from Ulfila the Moesogoth 
only, but from all men since the first man began to 
speak, — I find no similitude so true as this of a 
Tree. Beautiful; altogether beautiful and great. The 
^^Machtnc of the Universe,” — alas, do but think of 
that in contrast! 

Well, it is strange enough this old Norse view of 
Nature; different enough from what we believe of 
Nature. Whence it specially came, one would not 
like to be compelled to say very minutely! One thing 
we may say: It came from the thoughts of Norse 
men ; — from the thought, above all, of the first Norse 
man who had an original power of thinking. The 
First Norse “ man of genius,” as we should call him I 
Innumerable men had passed by, across this Universe, 
with a dumb vague wonder, such as the very animals 
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may feel ; or with a painful, fruitlessly inquiring won- 
der, such as men only feel; — till the great Thinker 
came, the original man, the Seer; whose shaped 
spoken Thought awakes the slumbering capability of 
all into Thought. It is ever the way with the Thinker, 
the spiritual Hero. What he says, all men were not 
far from saying, were longing to say. The Thoughts 
of all start up, as from painful enchanted sleep, round 
his Thought; answering to it, Yes, even sol Joyful 
to men as the dawning of day from night ; — is it not, 
indeed, the awakening for them from no-being into 
being, from death into life? We still honour such 
a man ; call him Poet, Genius, and so forth : but to 
these wild men he was a very magician, a worker of 
miraculous unexpected blessing for them; a Prophet, 
a God ! — ^Thought once awakened does not again 
slumber ; unfolds itself into a System of Thought ; 
grows, in man after man, generation after generation, 
— till its full stature is reached, and such System of 
Thought can grow no farther, but must give place 
to another. 

For the Norse people, the Man now named Odin, 
and Chief Norse God, we fancy, was such a man. A 
Teacher, and Captain of sou! and of body; a Hero, of 
worth ^measurable; admiration for whom, transcend- 
ing the known bounds, became adoration. Has he not 
the power of articulate Thinking ; and many other 
powers, as yet miraculous? So, with boundless 
gratitude, would the rude Norse heart feel. Has he 
not solved for them the Sphinx-enigma of this Uni- 
verse ; given assurance to them of their own destiny 
there? By him they know now what they have to 
do here, what to look for hereafter. Existence has 
become articulate, melodious by him; he first has 
made Life alive ! — We may call this Odin the origin 
of Norse Mythology : Odin, or whatever name the 
First Norse Thinker bore while he was a man among 
men. ^ His view of the Universe once promulgated, a 
like view starts into being in all minds; grows, keeps 
ever growing, while it continues credible there. In all 
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minds it lay written, but invisibly, as in sympathetic 
ink; at his word it starts into visibility in all* Nay, 
in every epoch of the world, the great event, parent 
of all others, is it not the arrival of a Thinker in the 
world I — 

One other thing we must not forget; it will explain, 
a little, the confusion of these Norse Eddas. They are 
not one coherent System of Thought; but properly the 
summation of several successive systems. All this of 
the old Norse Belief which is flung out for us, in one 
level of distance in the Edda, like a Picture painted on 
the same canvas, does not at all stand so in the reality. 
It stands rather at all manner of distances and depths, 
of successive generations since the Belief first began. 
All Scandinavian thinkers, since the first of them, con- 
tributed to that Scandinavian System of Thought ; in 
ever new elaboration and addition, it is the combined 
work of them all. What history it had, how it changed 
from shape to shape, by one thinker’s contribution 
after another, till it got to the full final shape we see 
it under in the Edda, no man will now ever know; 
its Councils of Trebisond, Councils of Trent, Athana- 
siuses, Dantes, Luthers, are sunk without echo in the 
dark night ! Only that it had such a history vre can 
all know. Wheresoever a thinker appeared, there in 
the thing he thought of w’^as a contribution, accession, 
a change or revolution made. Alas, the grandest 
revolution ” of all, the one made by the man Odin 
himself, is not this too sunk for us like the rest ! 
Of Odin what history? Strange rather to reflect 
that he had a history! That this Odin, in his wild 
Norse vesture, with his wild beard and eyes, his rude 
Norse speech and ways, was a man like us; with our 
sorrows, joys, with our limbs, features; — intrinsically 
all one as we ; and did such a work ! But the work, 
much of it, has perished ; the worker, all to the name. 

Wednesday,” men will say to morrow; Odin’s day! 
Of Odin there exists no history: no document of it; 
no guess about it worth repeating. 

Snorro indeed, in the quietest manner, almost in a 
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brief business style, writes down, in his Heimskringla^ 
how Odin was a heroic Prince, in the Black- Sea region, 
with Twelve Peers, and a great people straitened for 
room. How he led these Asen (Asiatics) of his out of 
Asia; settled them in the North parts of Europe, by 
warlike conquest; invented Letters, Poetry and so 
forth, — and came by and by to be worshipped as Chief 
God by these Scandinavians, his Twelve Peers made 
into Twelve Sons of his own, Gods like himself: 
Snorro has no doubt of this. Saxo Grammaticus, 
a very curious Northman of that same century, is 
still more unhesitating; scruples not to find out a 
historical fact in every individual mythus, and writes 
it down as a terrestrial event in Denmark or else- 
where. Torfgeus, learned and cautious, some centuries 
later, assigns by calculation a date for it: Odin, he 
says, came into Europe about the Year 70 before 
Christ. Of all which, as grounded on mere uncertain- 
ties, found to be untenable now, I need say nothing. 
Far, very far beyond the Year 70! Odin’s date, 
adventures, whole terrestrial history, figure and en- 
vironment, are sunk from us forever into unknown 
thousands of years. 

Nay Grimm, the German Antiquary, goes so far as 
to deny that any man Odin ever existed. He proves 
it by etymology. The word Wuotaih which is the 
original form of Odin^ a word spread, as name of 
their chief Divinity, over all the Teutonic Nations 
everywher.:; iihks wo!\k nich connects irseif, ac- 
cording to Gnuiin. with the Latin with the 

English 'u\rdc and such like , — means pnmnrilj Move- 
'yiaii, Source of f'lovemenr. Power; and is the fir 
np'ne <A the highest god, not cd any man. The word 
signifies Divinity, he says, among the old Saxon, 
German and all Teutciiic Xations; the adjectives 
formed fiom It all signify dlvirtc, or some- 

ihing pertaining to the chief god. Li-te enough ! 
yde must bow to Grimm in matters et5’mol{^gicaL 
Let us consider it fixed that W::c,{r// means W ad if ig, 
force of 7\lGve}fierJ. And now still, Vv’hgt hinders "it ^ 
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from being the name of a Heroic Man and Mover^ as 
well as of a god ? As for the adjectives, and words 
formed from it, — did not the Spaniards in their 
tinivcrsa! admiration for Lope, get into the habit of 
saying “a Lope Hower,” “a Lope dama^" if the flower 
or woman were of surpassing beauty? Had this 
lasted, hope, would have grown, In Spain, to be 
an adjective signifying godlike also. Indeed Adam 
Smith, in his Essay on Language, surmises that 
all adjectives whatsoever were formed precisely in 
that way: some very green thing, chiefly notable for 
its greenness, got the appellative name Green, and 
then the next thing remarkable for that quality, a 
tree for instance, was named the green tree, — as 
we still say the steam coach,” four-horse coach,” 
or the like. All primary adjectives, according to 
Smith, were formed in this way; were at first sub- 
stantives and things. We cannot annihilate a man 
for etymologies like that I Surely there was a First 
Teacher and Captain; surely there must have been 
an Odin, palpable to the sense at one time ; no adjec- 
tive, but a real Hero of flesh and blood! The voice of 
all tradition, history or echo of history, agrees with 
all that thought will teach one about it, to assure us 
of this. 

How the man Odin came to be considered a god, 
the chief god ? — that surely is a question which no- 
body would wish to dogmatise upon. I have said, his 
people knew no limits to their admiration of him; 
they had as yet no scale to measure admiration by. 
Fancy your own generous heart’s-love of some greatest 
man expanding till it transcended all bounds, til! it 
filled and overflowed the whole field of your thought ! 
Or what if this man Odin, — since a great deep soul, 
with the afilatus and mysterious tide of vision and 
impulse rushing on him he knows not whence, is ever 
an enigma, a kind of terror and wonder to himself, — 
should have felt that perhaps he was divine ; that he 
was some effluence of the “Wuotan,” Movement ^ 
Supreme Power and Divinity, of whom to his rapt 
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vision all Nature was the awful Flame-Image ; that 
some eMuence of Wuotan dwelt here in him I He 
was not necessarily false; he was but mistaken, 
speaking the truest he knew. A great soul, any 
sincere soul, knows not what he is, — alternates be- 
tween the highest height and the lowest depth ; can, 
of all things, the least measure — Himself! What 
others take him for, and what he guesses that he 
may be ; these two items strangely act on one another, 
help to determine one another. With all men re- 
verently admiring him; with his own wild soul full 
of noble ardours and affections, of whirlwind chaotic 
darkness and glorious new light; a divine Universe 
bursting all into godlike beauty round him, and no 
mao to whom the like ever had befallen, what could 
he think himself to be? Wuotan?’* All men an- 
swered, ** Wuotan ! ” — 

And then consider what mere Time will do in such 
cases ; how' if a man was great while living, he becomes 
tenfold greater when dead. What an enormous 
camcra-ohscura magnifier is Tradition! How a thing 
grows in the human Memory, in the human Imagina- 
tion, when love, worship and all that lies in the human 
Heart, is there to encourage it. And in the darkness, 
in the entire ignorance; without date or document, no 
book, no Arundel-marble; only here and there some 
dumb monumental cairn. Why, in thirty or forty 
years, were there no books, any great man would 
grow mythic, the contemporaries, who had once seen 
him, being all dead. And in three hundred years, 
and in three thousand years — I — To attempt theoris- 
ing on such matters would profit little: they are 
matters which refuse to be theoremed and dia- 
gramed ; which Logic ought to know that she cannot 
speak of. Enough for us to discern, far in the utter- 
most distance, some gleam as of a small real light 
shining in the centre of that enormous camera- 
obscura image; to discern that the centre of it all 
was not a madness and nothing, but a sanity and 
something. 
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This light, kindled in the great dark vortex of the 
Norse Mind, dark but living, waiting only for light: 
this is to me the centre of the whole. How such light 
will then shine out, and with wondrous thousandfold 
expansion spread itself, in forms and colours, depends 
not on it, so much as on the National Mind recipient 
of it. The colours and forms of your light will be those 
of the cut-glass it has to shine through. — Curious to 
think how, for every man, any the truest fact is mo- 
delled by the nature of the man ! I said, The earnest 
man, speaking to his brother men, must always have 
stated what seemed to him a fact, a real Appearance 
of Nature. But the way in which such Appearance 
or fact shaped itself, — what sort of fact it became 
for him, — was and is modified by his own laws of 
thinking; deep, subtle, but universal, ever-operating 
laws. The world of Nature, for every man, is the 
Phantasy of Himself; this world is the multiplex 
‘‘ Image of his own Dream.*’ Who knows to what 
iinnameable subtleties of spiritual law all these Pagan 
Fables owe their shape ! The number Twelve, divisi- 
blest of all, which could be halved, quartered, parted 
into three, into six, the most remarkable number, — 
this was enough to determine the Signs of the Zodiac, 
the number of Odin’s Sons, and innumerable other 
Twelves. Any vague rumour of number had a ten- 
dency to settle itself into Twelve. So with regard to 
every other matter. And quite unconsciously too, — 
with no notion of building-up ‘‘Allegories” ! But the 
fresh clear glance of those First Ages would be prompt 
in discerning the secret relations of things, and wholly 
open to obey these. Schiller finds in the Cesius of 
Venus an everlasting esthetic truth as to the nature 
of all Beauty; curious: — but he is careful not to in- 
sinuate that the old Greek Mythists had any notion of 

lecturing about the “ Philosophy of Criticism” ! On 

the whole, we must leave those boundless regions. 
Cannot we conceive that Odin was a reality? Error 
indeed, error enough : but sheer falsehood, idle fables, 



28 ON HEROES, HERO-WORSHIP 

allegory aforethought, — we will not believe that our 
Fathers believed in these. 

Odin’s Rtmcs are a significant feature of him. 
Runes, and the miracles of magic” he w^orked by 
them, make a great feature in tradition. Runes are 
the Scandinavian Alphabet; suppose Odin to have 
been the inventor of Letters, as well as magic,” 
among that people ! It is the greatest invention man 
has ever made, this of marking down the unseen 
thought that is in him by written characters. It is 
a kind of second speech, almost as miraculous as the 
first. You remember the astonishment and incredulity 
of Atahualpa the Peruvian King; how he made the 
Spanish Soldier who was guarding him scratch Dios 
on his thumb-nail, that he might try the next soldier 
with it, to ascertain whether such a miracle was pos- 
sible. If Odin brought Letters among his people, he 
might work magic enough ! 

Writing by Runes has some air of being original 
among the Norsemen; not a Phenician Alphabet, but 
a native Scandinavian one. Snorro tells us farther 
that Odin invented Poetry; the music of human 
speech, as well as that miraculous runic marking of 
it. Transport yourselves into the early childhood 
of nations; the first beautiful morning-light of our 
Europe, when all yet lay in fresh young radiance as 
of a great sunrise, and our Europe was first beginning 
to think, to be! Wonder, hope; infinite radiance of 
hope and wonder, as of a young child’s thoughts, in 
the hearts of these strong men! Strong sons of 
Nature; and here was not only a wild Captain and 
Fighter; discerning with his wild flashing eyes wdiat 
to do, with his wild lion-heart daring and doing it; 
but a Poet too, all that we mean by a Poet, Prophet, 
great devout Thinker and Inventor, — as the truly 
Great Man ever is. A Hero is a Hero at all points; 
in the soul and thought of him first of all. This Odin, 
in his rude semi-articulate way, had a word to speak. 
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A great heart laid open to take in this great Universe, 
and man's Life here, and utter a great word about it. 
A Hero, as 1 say, in his own rude manner; a wise, 
gifted, noble-hearted man. And now, if we still ad- 
mire such a man beyond all others, what must these 
wild Norse souls, first awakened into thinking, have 
made of him! To them, as yet without names for 
it, he was noble and noblest; Hero, Prophet, God; 
Wuotan^ the greatest of ail. Thought is Thought, 
howsoever it speak or spell itself. Intrinsically, 1 con- 
jecture, this Odin must have been of the same sort of 
stuff as the greatest kind of men. A great thought 
in the wild deep heart of him ! The rough words he 
articulated, are they not the rudimental roots of those 
English words we still use? He worked so, in that 
obscure element. But he was as a light kindled in it; 
a light of Intellect, rude Nobleness of heart, the only 
light we have yet; a Hero, as I say: and he had to 
shine there, and make his obscure element a little 
lighter, — as is still the task of us all. 

We will fancy him to be the Type- Northman; the 
finest Teuton whom that race had yet produced. The 
rude Norse heart burst up into boundless admiration 
round him; into adoration. He is as a root of so 
many great things ; the fruit of him is found growing, 
from deep thousands of years, over the whole field of 
Teutonic Life. Our own Wednesday, as I said, is it 
not still Odin’s day? Wednesbury, Wansborough, 
Wanstead, Wandsworth: Odin grew into England 
too, these are still leaves from that root! He was 
the Chief God to all the Teutonic Peoples : their Pat- 
tern Norseman, in such way did they admire their 
Pattern Northman; that was the fortune he had in 
the world. 

Thus if the man Odin himself have vanished utterly, 
there is this huge Shadow of him which still projects 
itself over the whole History of his People. For this 
Odin once admitted to be God, we can understand well 
that the whole Scandinavian Scheme of Nature, or 
dim No-scheme, whatever it might before have been, 
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would now begin to develop itself altogether differently, 
and grow thenceforth in a new manner. What this 
Odin saw into, and taught with his runes and his 
rhymes, the whole Teutonic People laid to heart and 
carried forward. His way of thought became their 
way of thought : — such, under new conditions, is the 
history of every great thinker still. In gigantic con- 
fused lineaments, like some enormous camera-obscura 
shadow thrown upwards from the dead deeps of the 
Past, and covering the whole Northern Heaven, is not 
that Scandinavian Mythology in some sort the Por- 
traiture of this man Odin ? The gigantic image of 
his natural face, legible or not legible there, expanded 
and confused in that manner I Ah, Thought, I say, is 
always Thought. No great man lives in vain. The His- 
tory of the world is but the Biography of great men. 

To me there is something very touching in this 
primeval figure of Heroism ; in such artless, helpless, 
but hearty entire reception of a Hero by his fellow- 
men. Never so helpless in shape, it is the noblest 
of feelings, and a feeling in some shape or other 
perennial as man himself. If I could shew in any 
measure, what I fee! deeply for a long time now, 
That it is the vital element of manhood, the soul of 
man’s history here in our world, — it would be the 
chief use of this discoursing at present. We do not 
now call our great men Gods, nor admire without 
limit; ah no, with limit enough I But if we have 
no great men, or do not admire at all, — ^that were 
a still worse case. 

This poor Scandinavian Hero-worship, that whole 
Norse way of looking at the Universe, and adjusting 
oneself there, has an indestructible merit for us. A 
rude childlike way of recognising the divineness of 
Nature, the divineness of Man ; most rude, yet heart- 
felt, robust, giantlike ; betokening what a giant of a 
man this child would yet grow to! It was a truth, and 
is none. Is it not as the half-dumb stifled voice of the 
iong-buried generations of our own Fathers, calling 
out of the depths of ages to us, in whose veins their 
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blood still runs ; This then, this is what we made 
of the world : this is all the image and notion we 
could form to ourselves of this great mystery of a 
Life and Universe, Despise it not. You are raised 
high above it, to large free scope of vision; but you 
too are not yet at the top. No, your notion too, so 
much enlarged, is but a partial, imperfect one; that 
matter is a thing no man will ever, in time or out of 
time, comprehend ; after thousands of years of ever- 
new expansion, man will find himself but struggling 
to comprehend again a part of it : the thing is larger 
than man, not to be comprehended by him ; an Infinite 
thing r’ 

The essence of the Scandinavian, as indeed of all 
Pagan Mythologies, we found to be recognition of the 
divineness of Nature; sincere communion of man with 
the mysterious invisible Powers visibly seen at work 
in the world round him. This, I should say, is more 
sincerely done in the Scandinavian than in any Myth- 
ology I know. Sincerity is the great characteristic of 
it. Superior sincerity (far superior) consoles us for the 
total want of old Grecian grace. Sincerity, I think, is 
better than grace. I feel that these old Northmen 
were looking into Nature with open eye and soul : 
most eaimest, honest ; childlike, and yet manlike; with 
a greathearted simplicity and depth and freshness, in a 
true, loving, admiring, unfearing way. A right valiant, 
true old race of men. Such recognition of Nature one 
finds to be the chief element of Paganism : recognition 
of Man, and his Moral Duty, though this too is not 
wanting, comes to be the chief element only in purer 
forms of religion. Here, indeed, is a great distinction 
and epoch in Human Beliefs; a great landmark in the 
religious development of Mankind. Man first puts him- 
self in relation with Nature and her Powers, wonders 
and worships over those ; not till a later epoch does 
he discern that all Power is Moral, that the grand 
point is the distinction lor him of Good and Evil, of 
Tho^i shalf and Thou shalt not. 
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With regard to all these fabulous delineations in 
the Edda^ I will remark, moreover, as indeed was 
already hinted, that most probably they must have 
been of much newer date ; most probably, even from 
the first, were comparatively idle for the old Norse- 
men, and as it were a kind of Poetic sport Allegory 
and Poetic Delineation, as I said above, cannot be 
religious Faith; the Faith itself must first be there, 
then Allegory enough will gather round it, as the fit 
body round its soul. The Norse Faith, I can well 
suppose, like other Faiths, was most active while it 
lay mainly in the silent state, and had not yet much 
to say about itself, still less to sing. 

Among those shadowy Edda matters, amid all that 
fantastic congeries of assertions, and traditions, In 
their musical Mythologies, the main practical belief 
a man could have was probably not much more than 
this: of the Valkyrs and the Hall of Odin; of an 
inflexible Destiny, and that the one thing needful 
for a man was to be brave* The Valkyrs are 
Choosers of the Slain; a Destiny inexorable, which 
it is useless trying to bend or soften, has appointed 
who is to be slain ; this was a fundamental point for 
the Norse believer; — as indeed it is for all earnest 
men everywhere, for a Mahomet, a Luther, for a 
Napoleon too. It lies at the basis this for every such 
man ; it is the woof out of which his whole system of 
thought is woven. The Valkyrs; and then that these 
Choosers lead the brave to a heavenly Hall of Odin ; 
only the base and slavish being thrust elsewhither, 
into the realms of Hela the Death-goddess: I take 
this to have been the soul of the vrhole Norse Belief. 
They understood in their heart that it was indispens- 
able to be brave; that Odin would have no favour 
for them, but despise and thrust them out, if they 
were not brave. Consider too whether there is not 
something in this ! It is an everlasting duty, valid in 
our day as in that, the duty of being brave. Valour 
is stilly value* The first duty of a man is still that of 
subduing Fear* We must get rid of Fear; we cannot 
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act at all till then. A man’s acts are slavish, not true 
but specious: his very thoughts are false, he thinks 
too as a slave and coward, till he have got Fear under 
his feet. Odin’s creed, if we disentangle the real 
kernel of It, is true to this hour. A man shall and 
must be valiant; he must march forward, and quit 
himself like a man — trusting imperturbably in the 
appointment and choice of the upper Powers; and, 
on the whole, not fear at all. Now and always, the 
completeness of his victory over Fear will determine 
how much of a man he is. 

It is doubtless very savage that kind of valour of 
the old Northmen. Snorro tells us they thought it a 
shame and misery not to die in battle; and if natural 
death seemed to be coming on, they would cut wounds 
in their flesh, that Odin might receive them as war- 
riors slain. Old kings, about to die, had their body 
laid into a ship; the ship sent forth, with sails set and 
slow Are burning it ; that, once out at sea, it might 
blaze up in flame, and in such manner bury worthily 
the old hero, at once in the sky and in the ocean ! 
Wild bloody valour; yet valour of its kind; better, 
I say, than none. In the old Sca-kings too, what an 
indomitable rugged energy ! Silent, with dosed lips, 
as I fancy them, unconscious that they were specially 
brave; defying the wild ocean with its monsters, and 
ail men and things; — progenitors of our own Blakes 
and Nelsons. No Homer sang these Norse Sea-kings; 
but Agamemnon’s was a small audacity, and of small 
fruit in the world, to some of them; — to H roll’s of 
Normandy, for instance I Hrolf, or Rollo Duke of 
Normandy, the wild Sea-king, has a share in govern- 
ing England at this hour. 

Nor was it altogether nothing, even that wild sea- 
roving and battling, through so many generations. It 
needed to be ascertained which w^as the strongest kind 
of men; who were to be ruler over whom. Among 
the Northland Sovereigns, too, I find some who got 
the title Wood’Cutfer; Forest-felling Kings. Much 
lies in that, I suppose at bottom many of them were 
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forest-fellers as well as fighters, though the Skalds 
talk mainly of the latter, — misleading certain critics 
not a little ; for no nation of men could ever live by 
fighting alone ; there could not produce enough come 
out of that! I suppose the right good fighter was 
oftenest also the right good forest-feller, — the right 
good improver, discerner, doer and worker in every 
kind ; for true valour, different enough from ferocity, 
is the basis of all. A more legitimate kind of valour 
that; shev-ing itself against the untamed Forests and 
dark brute Powers of Nature, to conquer Nature for 
us. In the same direction have not we their de- 
scendants since carried it far ? May such valour last 
forever with us I 

That the man Odin, speaking with a Hero’s voice 
and heart, as with an impressiveness out of Heaven, 
told his People the infinite importance of Valour, how 
man thereby became a god ; and that his People, feel- 
ing a response to it in their own hearts, believed this 
message of his, and thought it a message out of 
Heaven, and him a Divinity for telling it them : this 
seems to me the primary seed-grain of the Norse 
Religion, from which all manner of mjrthologies, 
symbolic practices, speculations, allegories, songs and 
sagas would naturally grow. Grow, — how strangely! 
I called it a small light shining and shaping in the 
huge vortex of Norse darkness. Yet the darkness 
itself was alive; consider that. It was the eager 
inarticulate uninstructed Mind of the whole Norse 
People, longing only to become articulate, to go on 
articulating ever farther I The living doctrine grows, 
grows;— like a Banyan-tree; the first seed is the 
essential thing: any branch strikes itself down into 
the earth, becomes a new root; and so, in endless 
complexity, we have a whole wood, a whole jungle, 
one seed the parent of it all. Was not the whole 
Norse Religion, accordingly, in some sense, what we 
called <‘the enormous shadow of this man’s likeness”? 
Critics trace some affinity in some Norse mythuses, of 
the Creation and such like, with those of the Hindoos, 
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The Cow Aduinbia, “ licking the rime from the rocks/’ 
has a kind of Hindoo look. A Hindoo Cow, transported 
into frosty countries. Probably enough ; indeed we 
may say undoubtedly, these things will have a kindred 
with the remotest lands, with the earliest times. 
Thought does not die, but only is changed. The first 
man that began to think in this Planet of ours, he was 
the beginner of all. And then the second man, and 
the third man ; — nay every true Thinker to this hour 
is a kind of Odin, teaches men his way of thought, 
spreads a shadow of his own likeness over sections of 
the History of the World. 

Of the distinctive poetic character or merit of this 
Norse Mythology I have not room to speak; nor does 
it concern us much. Some wild Prophecies we have, 
as the Havamal in the Elder Edda ; of a rapt, earnest, 
sibylline sort. But they were comparatively an idle 
adjunct of the matter, men who as it were but 
toyed with the matter, these later Skalds; and it is 
their songs chiefly that survive. In later centuries, 
I suppose, they would go on singing, poetically 
symbolizing, as our modern Painters paint, when 
it was no longer from the innermost heart, or not 
from the heart at all. This is everywhere to be well 
kept in mind. 

Gray’s fragments of Norse Lore, at any rate, will 
give one no notion of it;- — any more than Pope will of 
Homer. It is no square-built gloomy palace of black 
ashlar marble, shrouded in awe and horror, as Gray 
gives it us; no; rough as the North rocks, as the 
Iceland deserts, it is ; with a heartiness, homeliness, 
even a tint of goodhiimour and robust mirth in the 
middle of these fearful things. The strong old Norse 
heart did not go upon theatrical sublimities ; they had 
not time to tremble. I like much their robust simpli- 
city; their veracity, directness of conception. Thor 
“draws down his brown's” in a veritable Norse rage; 
“grasps his hammer till the kmtckles grow white,*' 
Beautiful traits of pity too, an honest pity. Balder 
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“ the white God ” dies ; the beautiful, benignant ; he 
is the S ungod. They try all Nature for a remedy; 
but he is dead. Frlgga, his mother, sends Hermode 
to seek or see him : nine days and nine nights he rides, 
through gloomy deep valleys, a labyrinth of gloom; 
arrives at the Bridge with its gold roof : the Keeper 
says, “Yes, Balder did pass here; but the Kingdom 
of the Dead is down yonder, far towards the North.’' 
Hermode rides on; leaps Hell-gate, Hela’s gate; does 
see Balder, and speak with him : Balder cannot be 
delivered. Inexorable! Hela will not, for Odin or 
any God, give him up. The beautiful and gentle 
has to remain there. His Wife had volunteered to 
go with him, to die with him. They shall forever 
remain there. He sends his ring to Odin ; Nanna his 
wife sends her thimhle to Frigga, as a remembrance. — 
Ah me I — 

For indeed Valour is the fountain of Pity too; — of 
Truth, and all that is great and good in man. The 
robust homely vigour of the Norse heart attaches one 
much, in these delineations. Is it not a trait of right 
honest strength, says Uhiand, who has written a hne 
Essay on Thor, that the old Norse heart finds its 
friend in the Thunder-god ? That it is not frightened 
away by his thunder; but finds that Summer-heat, the 
beautiful noble summer, must and will have thunder 
withal I The Norse heart loves this Thor and his 
hammer-bolt; sports with him. Thor is Summer- 
heat; the god of Peaceable Industry as well as 
Thunder. He is the Peasant’s friend; his true 
henchman and attendant is Thialfi, Manual Labour. 
Thor himself engages in all manner of rough manual 
work, scorns no business for its plebelanism; is 
ever and anon travelling to the country of the 
Jotuns, harrying those chaotic Frost-monsters, 
subduing them, at least straitening and damaging 
them. There is a great broad humour in some of 
these things. 

Thor, as we saw above, goes to Jotun-Iand, to seek 
Hymir’s Cauldron, that the Gods may brew beer. Hymir 
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the huge Giant enters, his grey beard all full of hoar- 
frost ; splits pillars with the very glance of his eye ; 
Thor, after much rough tumult, snatches the Pot, claps 
it on his head ; the handles of it reach down to his 
heels.” The Norse Skald has a kind of loving sport 
with Thor. This is the Hymir whose cattle, the critics 
have discovered, are Ice-bergs. Huge untutored Brob- 
dignag genius, — needing only to be tamed down ; into 
Shakspeares, Dantes, Goethes ! It is all gone now, 
that old Norse work, — Thor the Thundergod changed 
into Jack the Giant-killer: but the mind that made it 
is here yet. How strangely things grow, and die, and 
do not die ! There are twigs of that great world-tree 
of Norse Belief, still curiously traceable. This poor 
Jack of the Nursery, with his miraculous shoes of 
swiftness, coat of darkness, sword of sharpness, he 
is one. Childe Etin in the Scottish Ballads is a 
Norse mythus ; Etin was a Jotim. Na}^ Shakspeare’s 
Hamlet is a twig too of this same world-tree; there 
seems no doubt of that. Hamlet, Amleth^ \ find, is 
really a mythic personage; and his Tragedy, of the 
poisoned Father, poisoned asleep by drops in his ear, 
and the rest, is a Norse mythus! Old Saxo, as his 
wont was, made it a Danish history; Shakspeare, 
out of Saxo, made it what we sec. That is a twig 
of the world-tree that has groxmi, I think; — by nature 
or accident that one has grown 1 

In fact, these old Norse songs have a truth in 
them, an inward perennial truth and greatness,— as, 
indeed, all must have that can very long preserve 
itself by tradition alone. It is a greatness not of 
mere body and gigantic bulk, but a rude greatness 
of soul. There is a sublime uncomplaining melan- 
choly traceable in these old hearts. A great free 
glance into the very deeps of thought. They seem 
to have seen, these brave old Northmen, what Medi- 
tation has taught all men in all ages, That this world 
is after all but a show, — a phenomenon or appear- 
ance, no real thing. All deep souls see into that, — 
the Hindoo Mythologist, the German Philosopher, — 
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the Shakspeare, the earnest Thinker wherever he 
may be: 

are such stuff as Dreams are made of!” 

One of Thor’s expeditions, to Utgard (the Outer 
Garden, central seat of Jottin-land), is remarkable in 
this respect. Thialfi was with him, and Loke. After 
various adventures, they entered upon Giant-land ; 
wandered over plains, wild uncultivated places, among 
stones and trees. At nightfall they noticed a house ; 
and as the door, which indeed formed one whole side 
of the house, was open, they entered. It was a simple 
habitation; one large hall, altogether empty. They 
stayed there. Suddenly in the dead of the night loud 
noises alarmed them. Thor grasped his hammer; 
stood in the door, prepared for fight. His compan- 
ions within ran hither and thither in their terror, 
seeking some outlet in that rude hall; they found 
a little closet at last, and took refuge there. Neither 
had Thor any battle: for, lo, in the morning it turned 
out that the noise had been only the snoring of a 
certain enormous but peaceable Giant, the Giant 
Skrymir, who lay peaceably sleeping near by; and 
this that they took for a house was merely his Glove, 
thrown aside there; the door was the Glove- wrist; 
the little closet they had fled into was the Thumb I 
Such a glove ; — I remark too that it had not fingers as 
ours have, but only a thumb, and the rest undivided : 
a most ancient, rustic glove I 

Skrymir now carried their portmanteau all day; 
Thor, however, had his own suspicions, did not like 
the ways of Skrymir; determined at night to put an 
end to him as he slept. Raising his hammer, he struck 
down into the Giant’s face a right thunderbolt blow, 
of force to rend rocks. The Giant merely awoke; 
rubbed his cheek, and said, Did a leaf fall ? Again 
Thor struck, so soon as Skrymir again slept; a better 
blow than before ; but the Giant merely murmured, Was 
that a grain of sand ? Thor’s third stroke was with 
both his hands (the “knuckles white” I suppose), and 
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seemed to dint deep into Skrymir’s visage; but he 
merely checked his snore, and remarked, There must 
be sparrows roosting in this tree, I think; what is that 
they have dropt ? — At the gate of Utgard, a place so 
high, that you had to “ strain your neck bending back 
to see the top of it,” Skrymir went his ways. Thor 
and his companions were admitted; invited to take 
share in the games going on. To Thor, for his part, 
they handed a Drinking-horn; it was a common feat, 
they told him, to drink this dry at one draught. Long 
and fiercely, three times over, Thor drank; but made 
hardly any impression. He was a weak child, they 
told him: could he lift that Cat he saw there? Small 
as the feat seemed, Thor with his whole godlike 
strength could not; he bent up the creature’s back, 
could not raise its feet off the ground, could at the 
utmost raise one foot Why, you are no man, said 
the Utgard people; there is an Old Woman that will 
wrestle you 1 Thor, heartily ashamed, seized this hag- 
gard Old Woman ; but could not throw her. 

And now on their quitting Utgard, the chief Jotun, 
escorting them politely a little way, said to Thor: 
‘‘You are beaten then: — yet be not so much ashamed; 
there was deception of appearance in it. That Horn 
you tried to drink was the Sea; you did make it ebb; 
but who could drink that, the bottomless ! The Cat 
you would have lifted, — ^why, that is the Midgard-- 
snakCi the Great World-serpent, which, tail in mouth, 
girds and keeps up the whole created world; had you 
torn that up, the world must have rushed to ruin. 
As for the Old Woman, she was Time^ Old Age, 
Duration: with her what can wrestle? No man nor 
no god with her; gods or men, she prevails over all! 
And then those three strokes you struck, — look at these 
three valleys; your three strokes made these!” Thor 
looked at his attendant Jotun: it was Skrymir;— -it 
was, say Norse critics, the old chaotic rocky Earth in 
person, and that glove-/m/^5e was some Earth-cavern! 
But Skrymir had vanished; Utgard with its skyhigh 
gates, when Thor grasped his hammer to smite them, 
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lad gone to air; only the Giant's voice was heard 
nocking: ‘‘Better come no more to Jotunhelm!” — 

This is of the allegoric period, as we see, and half 
ilay, not of the prophetic and entirely devout: but as 
i mythus, is there not real antique Norse gold in it ? 
VIore true metal, rough from the Minier-stithy, than 
n many a famed Greek mythus shaped far better! 
V great broad Brobdignag grin of true humour is in 
his Skrymir; mirth resting on earnestness and sad- 
less, as the rainbow on black tempest : only a right 
/^aliant heart is capable of that It is the grim humour 
)f our own Ben Jonson, rare old Ben; runs in the 
)lood of us, I fancy; for one catches tones of it, 
mder a still other shape, out of the American Back- 
roods. 

That is also a very striking conception that of the 
^agnaroh, Consummation, or Twilight of the Gods, 
t is in the Havamal song; seemingly a very old, 
)rophetic idea. The Gods and Jotuns, the divine 
lowers and the chaotic brute ones, after long contest 
md partial victory by the former, meet at last in 
miversal world-embracing wrestle and duel; World- 
-erpent against Thor, strength against strength; 
nutually extinctive; and ruin, “twilight” sinking "into 
tarkness, swallows the created Universe. The old 
Jniverse with its Gods is sunk; but it is not final 
leath: there is to be a new Heaven and a new Earth; 

L higher supreme God, and Justice to reign among 
nen. Curious: this law of mutation, which also is 
i law written in man's inmost thought, had been de- 
iphered by these old earnest Thinkers in their rude 
tyle; and how, though all dies, and even gods die, yet 

11 death is but a Phoenix fire-death, and new-birth into 
he Greater and the Better! It is the fundamental 
.aw of Being for a creature made of Time, living In 
his Place of Hope. All earnest men have seen into 
t; may still see into it. 

And now, connected with this, let us glance at the 
2 sf mythus of the appearance of Thor; and end there, 
fancy it to be the latest in date of all these fables; a 
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sorrowing protest against the advance of Christianity, 
— set forth reproachfully by some Conservative Pagan. 
King Olaf has been harshly blamed for his o%^er-zeal in 
introducing Christianity; surely I should have blamed 
him far more for an under-zcal in that! He paid dear 
enough for it; he died by the revolt of his Pagan 
people, in battle, in the year 1033, at Stickelstad, 
near that Drontheim, where the chief Cathedral of 
the North has now stood for many centuries, dedi- 
cated gratefully to his memory as Saint Olaf. The 
____^jnythus about Thor is to this effect. King Olaf, the 
Christian Reform King, is sailing with fit escort along 
the shore of Norway, from haven to haven; dispensing 
justice, or doing other royal work; on leaving a certain 
haven, it is found that a stranger, of grave eyes and 
aspect, red beard, of stately robust figure, has stept in. 
The courtiers address him; his answers surprise by 
their pertinency and depth; at length he is brought 
to the King. The stranger’s conversation here is not 
less remarkable, as they sail along the beautiful shore ; 
but after some time, he addresses King Olaf thus; 
<‘Yes, King Olaf, it is all beautiful, with the sun shin- 
ing on it there; green, fruitful, a right fair home for 
you ; and many a sore day had Thor, many a wild fight 
with the rock Jotuns, before he could make it so. And 
now you seem minded to put away Thor. King Olaf, 
have a care!” said the stranger, drawing down his 
brows; — and when they looked again, he was nowhere 
to be found. — This is the last appearance of Thor on 
the stage of this world 1 

Do we not see well enough how the Fable might 
arise, without unveracity on the part of any one: it 
is the way most Gods have come to appear among 
men: thus if in Pindar’s time “Neptune was seen 
once at the Nemean Games,” what was this Neptune 
too but a ** stranger of noble grave aspect,”— to be 
“ seen ” ! There is something pathetic, tragic for me, 
in this last voice of Paganism. Thor is vanished, the 
whole Norse world has vanished; and will not return 
ever again. In like fashion to that, pass away the 
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highest things. All things that have been in this 
world, ail things that are or will be in it, have to 
vanish: we have our sad farewell to give them. 

That Norse Religion, a rude but earnest, sternly 
impressive Consecration of Valour (so we may define 
it), sufficed for these old valiant Northmen. Consecra- 
tion of Valour is not a had thing! We will take it for 
good, so far as it goes. Neither is there no use in 
knowing something about this old Paganism of our 
Fathers. Unconsciously, and combined with higher 
things, it is in us yet, that old Faith withal! To know 
it consciously, brings us into closer and clearer relation 
with the Past, — with our own possessions in the Past. 
For the whole Past, as I keep repealing, is the posses- 
sion of the Present: the Past had always something 
frtie^ and is a precious possession. In a different time, 
in a different place, it is always some other side of our 
common Human Nature that has been developing it- 
self. The actual True is the sum of all these; not any 
one of them by itself constitutes what of Human Nature 
is hitherto developed. Better to know them all than 
misknow them. “To which of these Three Religions 
do you specially adhere?’’ inquires Meister of his 
Teacher. “To all the Three!” answers the other: 
“To all the Three; for they by their union first con- 
stitute the True Religion.” 



LECTURE II 


{Friday^ %th May^ 1^40] 

THE HERO AS PROPHET. MAHOMET: ISLAM 

From the first rude times of Paganism among the 
Scandinavians in the North, we advance to a very 
different epoch of religion, among a very different 
people: Mahometanism among the Arabs, A great 
change; what a change and progress is indicated here, 
in the universal condition and thoughts of men ! 

The Hero is not now regarded as a God among 
his fellow-men ; but as one God-inspired, as a Prophet 
It is the second phasis of Hero-worship: the first or 
oldest, we may say, has passed away without return ; 
in the history of the world there will not again be any 
man, never so great, whom his fellow-men will take for 
a god. Nay we might rationally ask, Did any set of 
human beings ever really think the man they saw 
there standing beside them a god, the maker of this 
world ? Perhaps not : it was usually some man they 
remembered, or had seen. But neither can this, any 
more, be. The Great Man is not recognised henceforth 
as a god any more. 

It was a rude gross error, that of counting the 
Great Man a god. Yet let us say that it is at all 
times difficult to know what he is, or how to account 
of him and receive him ! The most significant feature 
in the history of an epoch is the manner it has of 
welcoming a Great Man. Ever, to the true instincts 
of men, there is something godlike in him. Whether 
they shall take him to be a god, to be a prophet, or 
what they shall take him to be ? that Is ever a grand 
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question ; by their way of answering that, we shall see, 
as through a little window, into the very heart of these 
men’s spiritual condition. For at bottom the Great 
Man, as he comes from the hand of Nature, is ever the 
same kind of thing: Odin, Luther, Johnson, Burns; 1 
hope to make it appear that these are all originally of 
one stuff ; that only by the world’s reception of them, 
and the shapes they assume, are they so immeasurably 
diverse. The worship of Odin astonishes us, — to fall 
prostrate before the Great Man, into dehqtiium of 
love and wonder over him, and feel in their hearts 
that he was a denizen of the skies, a god 1 This was 
imperfect enough: but to welcome, for example, a 
Burns as w’e did, was that what we can call perfect ? 
The most precious gift that Heaven can give to the 
Earth; a man of “genius” as we call it; the Soul of 
a Man actually sent down from the skies with a God’s- 
message to us, — this we waste away as an idle artificial 
firework, sent to amuse us a little, and sink it into 
ashes, wreck and ineffectuality: stwh reception of a 
Great Man I do not call perfect either! Looking 
into the heart of the thing, one may perhaps call that 
of Burns a still uglier phenomenon, betokening still 
sadder imperfections in mankind’s ways, than the 
Scandinavian method itself! To fall into mere un- 
reasoning deliqtnuin of love and admiration, was not 
good; but such unreasoning, nay irrational, supercilious 
no-love at all is perhaps still worse! — It is a thing 
forever changing, this of Hero-worship; different in 
each age, difficult to do well in any age. Indeed the 
heart of the whole business of the age, one may say, 
is to do it well. 

We have chosen Mahomet not as the most eminent 
Prophet; but as the one we are freest to speak of. He 
is by no means the truest of Prophets ; but I do esteem 
him a true one. Farther, as there is no danger of our 
becoming, any of us, Mahometans, I mean to say all 
the good of him I justly can. it is the way to get at 
his secret: let us try to understand what he meant 
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with the world; what the world meant and means 
with him, will then be a more answerable question. 
Our current hypothesis about Mahomet, that he was 
a scheming Impostor, a Falsehood incarnate, that his 
religion is a mere mass of quackery and fatuity, begins 
really to be now untenable to any one. The lies, which 
well-meaning zeal has heaped round this man, are dis- 
graceful to ourselves only. When Pococke inquired 
of Grotius, Where the proof was of that story of the 
pigeon, trained to pick peas from Mahomet’s ear, and 
pass for an angel dictating to him? Grotius answered 
that there was no proof! It is really time to dismiss 
all that. The word this man spoke has been the life- 
guidance now of one hundred and eighty millions of 
men these twelve hundred years. These hundred and 
eighty millions were made by God as well as we. 
A greater number of God’s creatures believe in Ma- 
homet’s word at this hour than in any other word 
whatever. Are we to suppose that it was a miserable 
piece of spiritual legerdemain, this which so many 
creatures of the Almighty have lived by and died by? 
I, for my part, cannot form any such supposition. I 
will believe most things sooner than that. One would 
be entirely at a loss what to think of this world at all, 
if quackery so grew and were sanctioned here. 

Alas, such theories are very lamentable. If we 
would attain to knowledge of anything in God’s true 
Creation, let us disbelieve them wholly! They are 
the product of an Age of Scepticism ; indicate the 
saddest spiritual paralysis, and mere death-life of 
the souls of men : more godless theory, I think, was 
never promulgated in this Earth. A false man found 
a religion ? Why, a false man cannot build a brick 
house 1 If he do not know and follow truly the pro- 
perties of mortar, burnt clay and what else he works 
In, it is no house that he makes, but a rubbish-heap. 
It will not stand for twelve centuries, to lodge a hun- 
dred and eighty millions; it will fall straightway. A 
man must conform himself to Nature’s laws, he verily 
in communion with Nature and the truth of things, 
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or Nature will answer him, No, not at all ! Specio- 
sities are specious — ah me ! — a Cagliostro, many 
Cagliostros, prominent world -leadp’s, do prosper by 
their quackery, for a day. It is like a forged bank- 
note; they get it passed out of their worthless hands: 
others, not they, have to smart for it. Nature bursts 
up in fire-flame, French Revolutions and such like, 
proclaiming -with terrible veracity that forged notes 
are forged. 

But of a Great Man especially, of him I will ven- 
ture to assert that it is incredible he should have been 
other than true. It seems to me the primary founda- 
tion of him, and of all that can lie in him, this. No 
Mirabeau, Napoleon, Burns, Cromwell, no man ade- 
quate to do any thing, but is first of all in right earnest 
about it; what I call a sincere man. I should say 
sincerity, a deep, great, genuine sincerity, is the first 
characteristic of all men in any way heroic. Not the 
sincerity that calls itself sincere; ah no, that is a very 
poor matter indeed; — a shallow” braggart conscious 
sincerity; oftenest self-conceit mainly. The Great 
Man’s sincerity is of the kind he cannot speak of, is 
not conscious of: nay, I suppose, he is conscious 
rather of msincerity; for what man can walk accu- 
rately by the law of truth for one day ? No, the Great 
Man does not boast himself sincere, far from that; 
perhaps does not ask himself if he is so : I would say 
rather, his sincerity does not depend on himself ; he 
cannot help being sincere I The great Fact of Exist- 
ence is great to him. Fly as he will, he cannot get 
out of the awful presence of this Reality. His mind 
is so made; he is great by that, first of all. Fearful 
and wonderful, real as Life, real as Death, is this 
Universe to him. Though all men should forget its 
truth, and walk in a vain show, he cannot. At all 
moments the Flame-image glares in upon him; un- 
deniable, there, there ! — I wish you to take this as my 
primary definition of a Great Man. A little man may 
have this, it is competent to all men that God has 
made: but a Great Man cannot be without it. 
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Such a man is what we call an original man; he 
comes to us at first hand. A messenger he, sent from 
the Infinite Unknown with tidings to us. We may 
call him Poet, Prophet, God; — in one way or other, 
we all feel that the words he utters are as no other 
man’s words. Direct from the Inner Fact of things; 
— he lives, and has to live, in daily communion with 
that. Hearsays cannot hide it from him; he is blind, 
homeless, miserable, following hearsays ; it glares in 
upon him. Really his utterances, are they not a kind 
of ‘‘revelation”; — what we must call such for want of 
some other name? It is from the heart of the world 
that he comes ; he is portion of the primal reality of 
things. God has made many revelations: but this 
man too, has not God made him, the latest and 
newest of all? The “inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth him understanding”: we must listen before 
all to him. 

This Mahomet, then, we will in no wise consider 
as an Inanity and Theatricality, a poor conscious 
ambitious schemer; we cannot conceive him so. The 
rude message he delivered was a real one withal ; an 
earnest confused voice from the unknown Deep. The 
man’s words were not false, nor his workings here 
below^: no Inanity and Simulacrum; a fiery mass of 
Life cast up from the great bosom of Nature herself. 
To kindle the world ; the world’s Maker had ordered it 
so. Neither can the faults, imperfections, insincerities 
even, of Mahomet, if such were never so "well proved 
against him, shake this primary fact about him. 

On the whole, we make too much of faults ; the 
details of the business hide the real centre of it. 
Faults? The greatest of faults, I should say, is to 
be conscious of none. Readers of the Bible above 
all, one would think, might know better. Who is 
called there “ the man according to God’s own heart ” ? 
David, the Hebrew King, had fallen into sins enough; 
blackest crimes; there was no want of sins. And 
thereupon the unbelievers sneer and ask, Is this your 
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man according to God’s heart? The sneer, I must 
say, seems to me but a shallow one. What are 
faults, what are the outward details of a life; if the 
inner secret of it, the remorse, temptations, true, 
often-baffled, never-ended struggle of it, be forgotten ? 
** It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps/’ 
Of all acts is not, for a man, repentance the most 
divine? The deadliest sin, I say, were that same 
supercilious consciousness of no sin ; — that is death ; 
the heart so conscious is divorced from sincerity, 
humility and fact; is dead: it is ^‘pure” as dead dry 
sand is pure. David’s life and history, as written for 
us in those Psalms of his, I consider to be the truest 
emblem ever given of a man’s moral progress and 
warfare here below. All earnest souls will ever dis- 
cern in it the faithful struggle of an earnest human 
soul towards what is good and best. Straggle often 
baffled, sore baffled, down as into entire wreck ; yet 
a struggle never ended; ever, with tears, repentance, 
true unconquerable purpose, begun anew. Poor human 
nature I Is not a man’s walking, in truth, always that : 

succession of falls”? Man can do no other. In 
this wild element of a Life, he has to struggle on- 
wards; now fallen, deep-abased; and ever, with tears, 
repentance, with bleeding heart, he has to rise again, 
struggle again still onwards. That his struggle be 
a faithful unconquerable one: that is the question of 
questions. We will put up with many sad details, if 
the soul of it were true. Details by themselves wit! 
never teach us what it is. I believe we mis-estimate 
Mahomet’s faults even as faults: but the secret of him 
will never be got by dwelling there. We will leave all 
this behind us; and assuring ourselves that he did 
mean some true thing, ask candidly, what It was or 
might be. 

^ These Arabs Mahomet was born among are cer- 
tainly a notable people. Their country itself is notable ; 
the fit habitation for such a race. Savage inaccessible 
rock-mountains, great grim deserts, alternating with 
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beautiful strips of verdure : wherever water is, there is 
greenness, beauty ; odoriferous balm-shrubs, date-trees, 
frankincense-trees. Consider that wide waste horizon 
of sand, empty, silent, like a sand-sea, dividing habit- 
able place from habitable. You are all alone there, 
left alone with the Universe; by day a fierce sun 
blazing down on it with intolerable radiance; by night 
the great deep Heaven with its stars. Such a coun- 
try is fit for a swift-handed, deep-hearted race of men. 
There is something most agile, active, and yet most 
meditative, enthusiastic in the Arab character. The 
Persians are called the French of the East ; we will 
call the Arabs Orienlal Italians. A gifted noble 
people ; a people of wild strong feelings, and of iron 
restraint over them : the characteristic of noble- 
mindedness, of genius. The wild Bedouin welcomes 
the stranger to his tent, as one having right to all 
that is there; were it his worst enemy, he will slay his 
foal to treat him, will serve him with sacred hospitality 
for three days, will set him fairly on his way; — and 
then, by another law as sacred, kill him if he can. In 
words too, as in action. They are not a loquacious 
people, taciturn rather; but eloquent, gifted when they 
do speak. An earnest, truthful kind of men. They 
are, as we know, of Jewish kindred: but with that 
deadly terrible earnestness of the Jews they seem to 
combine something graceful, brilliant, which is not 
Jewish. They had ‘^Poetic contests’" among them 
before the time of Mahomet. Sale says, at Ocadh, 
in the South of Arabia, there were yearly fairs, and 
there, when the merchandising was done, Poets sang 
for prizes; — the wild people gathered to hear that. 
One Jewish quality these Arabs manifest; the out- 
come of many or of all high qualities : what we may 
call religiosity. From of old they had been zealous 
worshippers, according to their light. They wor- 
shipped the stars, as Sabeans; worshipped many 
natural objects, — recognised them as symbols, imme- 
diate manifestations, of the Maker of Nature. It was 
wrong ; and yet not wholly wrong. Ail God’s works 
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are still in a sense symbols of God. Do we not, as 
I urged, still account it a merit to recognise a certain 
inexhaustible significance, poetic beauty,” as we 
name it, in all natural objects whatsoever ? A man 
is a poet, and honoured, for doing that, and speaking 
or singing it, — a kind of diluted worship. They had 
many Prophets, these Arabs ; Teachers each to his 
tribe, each according to the light he had. But indeed, 
have we not from of old the noblest of proofs, still 
palpable to every one of us, of what devoutness and 
noble-mindedness had dwelt in these rustic thoughtful 
peoples? Biblical critics seem agreed that our own 
Book of Job was written in that region of the world. 
I call that, apart from all theories about it, one of the 
grandest things ever written with pen. One feels, 
indeed, as if it were not Hebrew; such a noble uni- 
versality, different from noble patriotism or sectarian- 
isni, reigns in it. A noble Book; all men's Book! 
It is our first, oldest statement of the never-ending 
Problem, — man’s destiny and God’s ways with him 
here in this earth. And all in such free flowing out- 
lines; grand in its sincerity, in its simplicity; in its 
epic melody, and repose of reconcilement. There is 
the seeing eye, the mildly understanding heart. So 
true every way; true eyesight and vision for all 
things; material things no less than spiritual: the 
Horse,— “hast thou clothed his neck with thunder ’t'' 
--he laughs at the shaking of the spear!” Such 
living likenesses were never since drawn. Sublime 
sorrow, sublime reconciliation; oldest choral melody 
as of the heart of mankind;— so soft, and great; as 
the summer midnight, as the world with its seas and 
stars I There is nothing written, I think, in the Bible 
or out of ih of equal literary merit. — 

^ r o the idolatrous Arabs one of the most ancient 
universal objects of worship was that Black Stone, 
still kept in the building called Caabah, at Mecca. 
Diodorus Siculus mentions this Caabah in a way not 
to be mistaken, as the oldest, most honoured temple 
in his time; that is, some half-century before our Era. 
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Silvestre de Sacy saj/S there is some likelihood that 
the Black Stone is an aerolite. In that case, some 
man might see it fall out of Heaven ! It stands now 
beside the Well Zemzem ; the Caabah is built over 
both. A Well is in all places a beautiful affecting 
object, gushing out like life from the hard earth; — 
still more so in these hot dry countries, here it is 
the first condition of being. The Well Zemzem has 
its name from the bubbling sound of the waters, 
zem-zem ; they think it is the Well which Hagar 
found with her little Ishmael in the wilderness: the 
aerolite and it have been sacred now, and had a 
Caabah over them, for thousands of years. A curious 
object that Caabah ! There it stands at this hour, in 
the black cloth-covering the Sultan sends it yearly; 
^‘twenty-seven cubits high”; with circuit, with double 
circuit of pillars, with festoon-rows of lamps and quaint 
ornaments: the lamps will be lighted again this night, 
— to glitter again under the stars. An authentic frag- 
ment of the oldest Past. It is the Kehlah of all 
Moslem: from Delhi all onwards to Morocco, the 
eyes of innumerable praying men are turned towards 
//, five times, this day and all days : one of the nota- 
blest centres in the Habitation of Men, 

It had been from the sacredness attached to this 
Caabah Stone and H agar’s Well, from the pilgrim- 
ings of all tribes of Arabs thither, that Mecca took 
its rise as a Town. A great town once, though much 
decayed now. It has no natural advantage for a town; 
stands in a sandy hollow amid bare barren hills, at a 
distance from the sea ; its provisions, its very bread, 
have to be imported. But so many pilgrims needed 
lodgings : and then all places of pilgrimage do, from 
the first, become places of trade. The first day pil- 
grims meet, merchants have also met: where men see 
themselves assembled for one object, they find that 
they can accomplish other objects which depend on 
meeting together. Mecca became the Fair of all 
Arabia. And thereby indeed the chief staple and 
warehouse of whatever Commerce there was between 
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the Indian and the Western countries, Syria, Egypt, 
even Italy. It had at one time a population of 100,000; 
buyers, forwarders of those Eastern and Western 
products; importers for their own behoof of provisions 
and corn. The government was a kmd of irregular 
aristocratic republic, not without a touch of theocracy. 
Ten Men of a chief tribe, chosen in some rough way, 
were Governors of Mecca, and Keepers of the Caabah. 
The Koreish were the chief tribe in Mahomet’s time; 
his own family was of that tribe. The rest of the 
Nation, fractioned and cut asunder by deserts, lived 
under similar rude patriarchal governments by one or 
several ; herdsmen, carriers, traders, generally robbers 
too; being oftenest at war, one with another, or with 
all : held together by no open bond, if it were not this 
meeting at the Caabah, where all forms of Arab Idola- 
try assembled In common adoration ; — held mainly by 
the inward indissoluble bond of a common blood and 
language. In this way had the Arabs lived for long 
ages, unnoticed by the world ; a people of great quali- 
ties, unconsciously waiting for the day when they should 
become notable to all the world. Their Idolatries 
appear to have been in a tottering state; much was 
getting into confusion and fermentation among them. 
Obscure tidings of the most important Event ever 
transacted in this world, the Life and Death of the 
Divine Man in Judea, at once the symptom and cause 
of immeasurable change to all people in the^vorld, had 
in the course of centuries reached into Arabia too; 
and could not but, of itself, have produced fermenta- 
tion there. 

* It was among this Arab people, so circumstanced, 
in the year 570 of our Era, that the man Mahomet 
was born. He was of the family of Hashem, of the 
Koreish tribe as we said; though poor, connected with 
the chief persons of his country. Almost at his birth 
he lost his Father; at the age of six years his 
Mother too, a woman noted for her beauty, her worth 
and sense : he fell to the charge of his Grandfather, 
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an old man, a hundred years old. A good old man : 
Mahomet's Father, Abdallah, had been his youngest 
favourite son. He saw in Mahomet, with his old 
life-worn eyes, a century old, the lost Abdallah come 
back again, all that was left of Abdallah. He loved 
the little orphan Boy greatly; used to say, They must 
take care of that beautiful little Boy, nothing in 
their kindred was more precious than he. At his 
death, while the boy was still but two years old, he 
left him in charge to Abu Thaleb the eldest of the 
Uncles, as to him that now was head of the house. 
By this Uncle, a just and rational man as eveiy- 
thing betokens, Mahomet was brought up in the best 
Arab way. 

Mahomet, as he grew up, accompanied his Uncle 
on trading journeys and such like ; in his eighteenth 
year one finds him a fighter following his Uncle in 
war. But perhaps the most significant of all his 
journeys is one we find noted as of some years earlier 
date: a journey to the Fairs of Syria- The young 
man here first came in contact with a quite foreign 
world, — with one foreign element of endless moment 
to him : the Christian Religion. I know not what to 
make of that Sergius, the Nestorian Monk,” whom 
Abu Thaleb and he are said to have lodged with ; or 
how much any monk could have taught one still so 
young. Probably enough it is greatly exaggerated, 
this of the Nestorian Monk. Mahomet was only 
fourteen; had no language but his own: much in 
Syria must have been a strange unintelligible whirl- 
pool to him. But the eyes of the lad were open ; 
glimpses of many things would doubtless be taken in, 
and lie very enigmatic as yet, which were to ripen in 
a strange way Into views, into beliefs and insights one 
day. These journeys to Syria were probably the be- 
ginning of much to Mahomet. 

One other circumstance we must not forget: that 
he had no school-learning; of the thing we call school- 
learning none at all. The art of writing was but just 
introduced into Arabia ; it seems to be the true opinion 
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that Mahomet never could write I Life in the Desert, 
with its experiences, was all his education. What of 
this infinite Universe he, from his dim place, with his 
own eyes and thoughts, could take in, so much and no 
more of it was he to know. Curious, if we will reflect 
on it, this of having no books. Except by what he 
could see for himself, or hear of by uncertain rumour 
of speech in the obscure Arabian Desert, he could know 
nothing. The wisdom that had been before him or at 
a distance from him in the world, was in a manner as 
good as not there for him. Of the great brother souls, 
flame-beacons through so many lands and times, no 
one directly communicates with this great soul. He 
is alone there, deep down in the bosom of the Wilder- 
ness; has to grow up so, — alone with Nature and his 
own Thoughts. 

But, from an early age, he had been remarked as 
a thoughtful man. His companions named him “A/ 
Amin, The Faithful.’' A man of truth and fidelity; 
true in what he did, in what he spake and thought. 
They noted that he always meant something, A man 
rather taciturn in speech ; silent when there was 
nothing to be said ; but pertinent, wise, sincere, when 
he did speak; always throwing light on the matter. 
This is the only sort of speech ivorth speaking 1 
Through life we find him to have been regarded as an 
altogether solid, brotherly, genuine man. A serious, 
sincere character; yet amiable, cordial, companion- 
able, jocose even; — a good laugh in him withal: there 
are men whose laugh is as untrue as anything about 
them; who cannot laugh. One hears of Mahomet’s 
beauty: his fine sagacious honest face, brown florid 
complexion, beaming black eyes I somehow like too 
that vein on the brow, which swelled up black when 
he was in anger: like the ^^horse-shoe vein” in Scott’s 
Redgauntlet. it was a kind of feature in the Hasliem 
family, this black swelling vein in the brow; Mahomet 
had it prominent, as would appear. A spontaneous, 
passionate, yet just, true-meaning man ! Full of wild 
faculty, fire and light; of wild worth, all uncultured; 
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working out his life-task in the depths of the Desert 
there. 

How he was placed with Kadijah, a rich Widow, 
as her Steward, and travelled in her business to 
the Fairs of Syria; how he managed all, as one 
can well understand, with fidelity, adroitness; how 
her gratitude, her regard for him grew : the story of 
their marriage is altogether a graceful intelligible one, 
as told us by the Arab authors. He was twenty-five; 
she forty, though still beautiful. He seems to have 
lived in a most affectionate, peaceable, wholesome way 
with this wedded benefactress; loving her truly, and 
her alone. It goes greatly against the impostor-theory, 
the fact that he lived in this entirely unexceptionable, 
entirely quiet and commonplace way, till the heat of 
his years was done. He w’as forty before he talked 
of any mission from Heaven. All his irregularities, 
real and supposed, date from after his fiftieth year, 
when the good Kadijah died. All his “ambition,” 
seemingly, had been, hitherto, to live an honest life; 
his “fame,” the mere good opinion of neighbours that 
knew him, had been sufficient hitherto. Not till he 
was already getting old, the prurient heat of his life 
all burnt out, and peace growing to be the chief thing 
this world could give him, did he start on the “career 
of ambition”; and, belying all his past character and 
existence, set up as a wretched empty charlatan to 
acquire what he could now no longer enjoy I For my 
share, I have no faith whatever in that. 

Ah no : this deep-hearted Son of the Wilderness, 
with his beaming black eyes, and open social deep soul, 
had other thoughts in him than ambition. A silent 
great soul; he was one of those who cannot hut be 
in earnest; whom Nature herself has appointed to be 
sincere. While others walk in formulas and hearsays, 
contented enough to dwell there, this man could not 
screen himself in formulas; he was alone with his own 
soul and the reality of things. The great Mystery of 
Existence, as I said, glared in upon him; with its 
terrors, with its splendours; no hearsays could hide 



56 


ON HEROES, HERO-WORSHIP 


that unspeakable fact, “Here am IV Such sincerity^ 
as we named it, has in very truth something of divine. 
The word of such a man is a Voice direct from Nature’s 
own Heart Men do and must listen to that as to 
nothing else; — all else is wind in comparison. From 
of old, a thousand thoughts, in his pilgrim ings and 
wanderings, had been in this man : What am I ? 
What is this unfathomable Thing I live in, which 
men name Universe? What is Life; what is Death! 
What am I to believe ? What am I to do ? The grim 
rocks of Mount Hara, of Mount Sinai, the stern sandy 
solitudes answered not. The great Heaven rolling 
silent overhead, with its blue-glancing stars, answered 
not. There was no answer. The man’s own soul, 
and W’^hat of God’s inspiration dwelt there, had to 
answer I 

It is the thing which all men have to ask them- 
selves; which we too have to ask, and answer. This 
wild man felt it to be of infinite moment; all other 
things of no moment whatever in comparison. The 
jargon of argumentative Greek Sects, vague traditions 
of Jews, the stupid routine of Arab Idolatry: there was 
no answer in these. A Hero, as I repeat, has this 
first distinction, which indeed we may call first and 
last, the Alpha and Omega of his whole Heroism, 
That he looks through the shows of things into things. 
Use and wont, respectable hearsay, respectable for- 
mula: all this is good, or is not good. There is 
something behind and beyond all these, which all 
these must correspond with, be the image of, or they 
^.m^Idolatries; “bits of black wood pretending to be 
God ” : to the earnest soul a mockery and abomination. 
Idolatries never so gilded, waited on by heads of the 
Koreish, will do nothing for this man. Though all 
men walk by them, what good is it? The great 
Reality stands glaring there upon him. He there 
has to answer it, or perish miserably. Now, even 
now, or else through all Eternity never! Answer it; 
thon must find an answer.—Ambition ? What could 
all Arabia do for this man; with the crown of Greek 
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HeracHus, of Persian Chosroes, and all crowns in the 
Earth ; — what could they all do for him ? It was not 
of the Earth he wanted to hear tell; it was of the 
Heaven above and of the Hell beneath. All crowns 
and sovereignties whatsoever, where would they in a 
few brief years be? To be Sheik of Mecca or Arabia, 
and have a bit of gilt wood put into your hand, — will 
that be one's salvation ? I decidedly think, not. We 
will leave it altogether, this impostor-hypothesis, as 
not credible; not very tolerable even, worthy chiefly 
of dismissal by us. 

Mahomet had been wont to retire yearly, during 
the month Ramadhan, into solitude and silence; as 
indeed was the Arab custom ; a praiseworthy custom, 
which such a man, above all, would find natural and 
useful* Communing with his owm heart, in the silence 
of the mountains; himself silent; open to the ‘‘small 
still voices": it was a right natural custom! Maho- 
met was in his fortieth year, when having withdrawn 
to a cavern in Mount Hara, near Mecca, during this 
Ramadhan, to pass the month in prayer, and medita- 
tion on those great questions, he one day told his wife 
Kadijah, who wdth his household was with him or near 
him this year, That by the unspeakable special favour 
of Heaven he had now found it all out; W’as in doubt 
and darkness no longer, but saw it all. That all these 
Idols and Formulas were nothing, miserable bits of 
wood; that there was One God in and over all; and 
we must leave all Idols, and look to Him, That God is 
great; and that there is nothing else great I He is the 
Reality. Wooden Idols are not real; He is real. He 
made us at first, sustains us yet; we and all things are 
but the shadow of Him; a transitory garment veiling 
the Eternal Splendour. Allah akbar, God is great"; 
— and then also That we must submit to 

God. That our whole strength lies in resigned sub- 
mission to Him, whatsoever He do to us. For this 
world, and for the other! The thing He sends to us, 
were it death and w’-orse than death, shall be good, 
shall be best; we resign ourselves to God. — “If this 
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be Islam,'' says Goethe, “do we not all live in Islam?" 
Yes, all of us that have any moral hie; we all live so. 
It has ever been held the highest wisdom for a man 
not merely to submit to Necessity, — Necessity will 
make him submit, — but to know and believe well that 
the stern thing which Necessity had ordered was the 
wisest, the best, the thing wanted there. To cease 
his frantic pretension of scanning this great God's- 
World in his small fraction of a brain; to know that 
it had verily, though deep beyond his soundings, a 
Just Law, that the soul of it was Good; — that his 
part in it was to conform to the Law of the Whole, 
and in devout silence follow’' that; not questioning it, 
obeying it as unquestionable. 

I say, this is yet the only true morality knowm. A 
man is right and invincible, virtuous and on the road 
tow’-ards sure conquest, precisely wdiile he joins him- 
self to the great deep Law^ of the World, in spite of 
all superficial laws, temporary appearances, profit-and- 
ioss calculations; he is victorious wdiile he cooperates 
with that great central Law, not victorious otherwise; 
— and surely his first chance of cooperating with it, or 
getting into the course of it, is to know with his whole 
soul that it is ; that it is good, and alone good I This 
is the soul of Islam ; it is properly the soul of Chris- 
tianity, — for Islam is definable as a confused form of 
Christianity; had Christianity not been, neither had 
it been. Christianity also commands us, before all, 
to be resigned to God. We are to take no counsel 
with fiesh and blood; give ear to no vain cavils, vain 
sorrow’s and wishes: to know that w^e know" nothing; 
that the worst and crudest to our eyes is not w?hat it 
seems; that we have to receive whatsoever befalls us 
as sent from God above, and say, It is good and wise, 
God is great! “Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
in Him.''^ Islam means in its way Denial of Self, 
Annihilation of Self. This is yet the highest Wisdom 
that Heaven has revealed to our Earth. 

Such light had come, as it could, to illuminate the 
darkness of this wild Arab soul A confused dazzling 
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splendour as of life and Heaven, In the great darkness 
which threatened to be death: he called it revelation 
and the angel Gabriel ; — who of us yet can know what 
to call it? It is the '‘inspiration of the Almighty” that 
giveth us understanding. To know; to get into the 
truth of anything, is ever a mystic act, — of which the 
best Logics can but babble on the surface. " Is not 
Belief the true god-announcing Miracle?” says Novalis. 
— That Mahomet’s whole soul, set in flame with this 
grand Truth vouchsafed him, should feel as if it were 
important and the only important thing, was very 
natural. That Providence had unspeakably honoured 
him by revealing it, saving him from death and dark- 
ness ; that he therefore was bound to make known the 
same to all creatures: this is what was meant by 
“Mahomet is the Prophet of God”; this too is not 
without its true meaning. — 

The good Kadijah, we can fancy, listened to him 
with wonder, with doubt; at length she answered: 
Yes, it was fnie this that he said. One can fancy too 
the boundless gratitude of Mahomet; and how of all 
the kindnesses she had done him, this of believing the 
earnest struggling word he now spoke was the greatest. 
“It is certain,” says Novalis, “my Conviction gains 
infinitely, the moment another soul will believe in it.” 
It is a boundless favour. — He never forgot this good 
Kadijah, Long afterwards, Ayesha his young favourite 
wife, a woman who indeed distinguished herself among 
the Moslem, by all manner of qualities, through her 
whole long life ; this young brilliant Ayesha was, one 
day, questioning him : “ Now am not I better than 
Kadijah? She was a widow; old, and had lost her 
looks: you love me better than you did her?” — “No, 
by Allah!” answered Mahomet: “No, by Allah! She 
believed in me when none else would believe. In the 
whole world I had but one friend, and she was that!” 
— Seid, his Slave, also believed in him; these with 
his young Cousin All, Abu Thaleb’s son, were his first 
converts. 

He spoke of his Doctrine to this man and that; but 
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the most treated it with ridicule, with indifference: 
in three years, I think, he had gained but thirteen 
followers. His progress was slow enough. His 
encouragement to go on, w^as altogether the usual 
encouragement that such a man in such a case meets. 
After some three years of small success, he invited 
forty of his chief kindred to an entertainment ; and 
there stood up and told them what his pretension 
was : that he had this thing to promulgate abroad to 
all men ; that it was the highest thing, the one thing : 
which of them would second him in that ? Amid the 
doubt and silence of all, young All, as yet a lad of six- 
teen, impatient of the silence, started up, and exclaimed 
in passionate fierce language, That he would! The 
assembly, among whom was Abu Thaleb, All’s Father, 
could not be unfriendly to Mahomet; yet the sight 
there, of one unlettered elderly man, with a lad of 
sixteen, deciding on such an enterprise against all 
mankind, appeared ridiculous to them ; the assembly 
broke up in laughter. Nevertheless it proved not a 
laughable thing ; it was a very serious thing ! As for 
this young Ali, one cannot but like him. A noble- 
minded creature, as he shews himself, now and always 
afterwards; full of affection, of fiery daring. Some- 
thing chivalrous in him; brave as a Hon; yet with 
a grace, a truth and affection worthy of Christian 
knighthood. He died by assassination in the Mosque 
at Bagdad ; a death occasioned by his own generous 
fairness, confidence in the fairness of others : he said, 
If the wound proved not unto death, they must pardon 
the Assassin; but if it did, then they must slay him 
straightway, that so they two in the same hour might 
appear before God, and sec w’hich side of that quarrel 
was the just one ! 

Mahomet naturally gave offence to the Koreish, 
Keepers of the Caabah, superintendents of the Idols. 
One or two men of influence had joined him : the 
thing spread slowly, but it w^as spreading. Naturally 
he gave offence to everybody: Who is this that pre- 
tends to be wiser than we all ; that rebukes us all, as 
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mere fools and worshippers of wood ! Abu Thaleb the 
good Uncle spoke with him: Could he not be silent 
about ail that ; believe it ail for himself, and not trou- 
ble others, anger the chief men, endanger himself and 
them all, talking of it? Mahomet answered: If the 
Sun stood on his right hand and the Moon on his left, 
ordering him to hold his peace, he could not obey! 
No: there was something in this Truth he had got 
which was of Nature herself ; equal in rank to Sun, 
or Moon, or whatsoever thing Nature had made. It 
would speak itself there, so long as the Almighty 
allowed it, in spite of Sun and Moon, and all Koreish 
and all men and things. It must do that, and could 
do no other. Mahomet answered so; and, they say, 
‘‘burst into tears/' Burst into tears: he felt that Abu 
Thaleb was good to him ; that the task he had got was 
no soft, but a stern and great one. 

He went on speaking to who would listen to him; 
publishing his Doctrine among the pilgrims as they 
came to Mecca; gaining adherents in this place and 
that. Continual contradiction, hatred, open or secret 
danger attended him. His powerful relations protected 
Mahomet himself ; but by and by, on his own advice, 
all his adherents had to quit Mecca, and seek refuge 
in Abyssinia over the sea. The Koreish grew ever 
angrier; laid plots, and swore oaths among them, to 
put Mahomet to death with their own hands. Abu 
Thaleb m^as dead, the good Kadijah was dead. Maho- 
met is not solicitous of sympathy from us ; but his 
outlook at this time was one of the dismalest. He 
had to hide in caverns, escape in disguise ; fly hither 
and thither; homeless, in continual peril of his life. 
More than once it seemed all over with him; more 
than once it turned on a straw, some rider's horse 
taking fright or the like, whether Mahomet and his 
Doctrine had not ended there, and not been heard 
of at all. But it was not to end so. 

In the thirteenth year of his mission, finding his 
enemies all banded against him, forty sworn men, one 
out of every tribe, waiting to take his life, and no 
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continuance possible at Mecca for him nny longer, 
Mahomet fled to the place then calPd Yathrcb, where 
he had gained some adherents ; the place they now 
call Medina, or “Medinat al Nabi, the City of the 
Prophet,” from that circumstance. It lay some 200 
miles off, through rocks and deserts; not without 
great difficulty, in such mood as we may fancy, he 
escaped thither, and found welcome. The whole East 
dates its era from this Flight, Hegira as they name it: 
the Year 1 of this Hegira is 622 of our era, the fifty- 
third of Mahomet’s life. He was now becoming an 
old man; his friends sinking round him one by one; 
his path desolate, encompassed with danger: unless 
‘ he could find hope in his own heart, the outward face 
of things was but hopeless for him. It is so with all 
men in the like case. Hitherto Mahomet had pro- 
fessed to publish his Religion by the way of preaching 
and persuasion alone. But now, driven foully out of 
his native country, since unjust men had not only 
given no ear to his earnest Hcaven’s-message, the 
deep cry of his heart, but would not even let him live 
if he kept speaking it,— the wild Son of the Desert 
resolved to defend himself, like a man and Arab. If 
the Koreish will have it so, they shall have it. Tidings, 
felt to be of infinite moment to them and all men, they 
would not listen to these; would trample them down 
by sheer violence, steel and murder: well, let steel try 
it then 1 Ten years more this Mahomet had ; all of 
fighting, of breathless impetuous toil and struggle; 
with what result w'e know. 

Much has been said of Mahomet’s propagating his 
Religion by the sword. It is no doubt far nobler what 
we have to boast of the Christian Religion, that it pro- 
pagated Itself peaceably in the way of preaching and 
conviction. Yet withal, if we take this for an argu- 
ment of the truth or falsehood of a religion, there Is 
, a radical mistake in it. The sword indeed: but where 
.will you get your sword ! Every new opinion, at its 
starting, is precisely in a minority of one. In one 
man’s head alone, there it dwells as yet. One man 
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alone of the whole world believes it; there is one man 
against all men. That ha take a sword, and try to 
propagate with that, will do little for him. You must 
first get your sword I On the whole, a thing will 
propagate itself as it can. We do not find, of the 
Christian Religion either, that it always disdained 
the sword, when once it had got one. Charlemagne’s 
conversion of the Saxons was not by preaching. 

I care little about the sword : I will allow a thing to 
struggle for itself in this world, with any sword or 
tongue or implement it has, or can lay hold of. We 
will let it preach, and pamphleteer, and fight, and to 
the uttermost bestir Itself, and do, beak and claws, 
whatsoever is in it ; very sure that it will, in the long- 
run, conquer nothing which does not deserve to be 
conquered. What is better than itself, it cannot put 
away, but only what is worse. In this great Duel, 
Nature herself is umpire, and can do no wrong : the 
thing which is deepest- rooted in Nature, what we call 
tnicsf, that thing and not the other will be found 
growing at last. 

Here however, in reference to much that there is 
in Mahomet and his success, wc are to remember 
what an umpire Nature is; what a greatness, com- 
posure of depth and tolerance there is in her. You 
take wheat to cast into the Earth’s bosom : your wheat 
may be mixed with chaff, chopped straw, barn-sweep- 
ings, dust and all imaginable rubbish; no matter: you 
cast it into the kind just Earth; she grows the wheat, 
—the whole rubbish she silently absorbs, shrouds It 
in, says nothing of the rubbish. The yellow wheat 
is growing there; the good Earth is silent about all 
the rest, — has silently turned all the rest to some 
benefit too, and makes no complaint about it! So 
everywhere in Nature 1 She is true and not a lie ; 
and yet so great, and just, and motherly, in her truth. 
She requires of a thing only that it be genuine of 
heart; she will protect it if so; will not, if not so. 
There is a soul of truth in all the things she ever gave 
harbour to, Alas, is not this the history of all highest 
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Truth that comes or ever came into the world ? The 
body of them all is imperfection, an element of light 
in darkness: to us they have to come embodied in 
mere Logic, in some merely scientific Theorem of the 
Universe; which cannot be complete; which caniiot 
but be found, one day, ^/^complete, erroneous, and so 
die and disappear. The body of all Truth dies; and 
yet in all, I say, there is a soul which never dies; 
which in new^ and ever-noblcr embodiment lives im- 
mortal as man himself! It is the way with Nature. 
The genuine essence of Truth never dies. That it be 
genuine, a voice from the great Deep of Nature, there 
is the point at Nature’s judgment-seat. What we call 
pure or impure, is not with her the final question. 
Not how much chaff is in you; but whether you have 
any wheat Pure? I might say to many a man: 
Yes, you are pure; pure enough; but you are chaff, — 
insincere hypothesis, hearsay, formality; you never 
were in contact with the great heart of the Universe 
at all ; you are properly neither pure nor impure ; you 
are nothing, Nature has no business with you. 

Mahomet’s Creed we called a kind of Christianity; 
and really, if we look at the wild rapt earnestness with 
which it was believed and laid to heart, I should say 
a better kind than that of those miserable Syrian 
Sects, with their vain jaiiglings about Homoionsion 
and Homoousion, the head full of worthless noise, the 
heart empty and dead 1 The truth of it is embedded 
in portentous error and falsehood; but the truth of it 
makes it be believed, not the falsehood: it succeeded 
by its truth. A bastard kind of Christianity, but a 
living kind; with a heart-life in it; not dead, chopping 
barren logic merely ! Out of all that rubbish of Arab 
idolatries, argumentative theologies, traditions, subtle- 
ties, rumours and hypotheses of Greeks and Jews, with 
their idle wiredrawings, this wild man of the Desert, 
with his wild sincere heart, earnest as death and life, 
with his great flashing natural eyesight, had seen into 
the kernel of the matter. Idolatry is nothing: these 
Wooden Idols of yours, ‘*ye rub them with oil and 
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wax, and the flies stick on them/' — these are wood, I 
tell you ! They can do nothing for you ; they are an 
impotent blasphemous pretence; a horror and abomi- 
nation, if ye knew them. God alone is; God alone 
has power; He made us, He can kill us and keep us 
alive: Allah akba)% God is great.” Understand that 
His will is the best for you ; that howsoever sore 
to flesh and blood, you will find it the wisest, best: 
you are bound to take it so; in this world and in 
the next, you have no other thing that you can do! — 
And now if the wild idolatrous men did believe this, 
and with their fiery hearts laid hold of it to do it, in 
w^hat form soever it came to them, I say it was well 
worthy of being believed. In one form or the other, 

I say it is still the one thing worthy of being believed 
by all men. Man does hereby become the high-priest 
of this Temple of a World. He is in harmony with 
the Decrees of the Author of this World; cooperating 
with them, not vainly withstanding them: I know, to 
this day, no better definition of Duty than that same. 
AH that is right includes itself in this of cooperating 
with the real Tendency of the World: you succeed by 
this (the World’s Tendency wdll succeed), you are good, 
and in the right course there. Homoiousion^ Homo- 
ousion^ vain logical jangle, then or before or at any 
time, may jangle itself out, and go whither and how 
it likes; this is the thing it all struggles to mean, if it 
would mean anything. If it do not succeed in mean- 
ing this, it means nothing. Not that Abstractions, 
logical Propositions, be correctly worded or incorrectly; 
but that living concrete Sons of Adam do lay this to 
heart: that is the important point. Islam devoured 
all these vain jangling Sects; and I think had right 
to do so. It was a Reality, direct from the great 
Heart of Nature once more. Arab idolatries, Syrian 
formulas, whatsoever was not equally real, had to go 
up in flame, — mere dead fuel, in various senses, for 
this which w^as fire* 

It w^as during these wild warfarings and strugglings, 
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especially after the Flight to Mecca, that Mahomet 
dictated at intervals his Sacred Book, which they 
name Koran, or Reading, ''Thing to be read.” This 
is the Work he and his disciples made so much of, 
asking all the world, Is not that a miracle? The 
Mahometans regard their Koran with a reverence 
which few Christians pay even to their Bible, it is 
admitted everywhere as the standard of all law and 
ail practice; the thing to be gone upon in speculation 
and life: the message sent direct out of Heaven, which 
this Earth has to conform to, and walk by; the thing 
to be read. Their Judges decide by it; all Moslem are 
bound to study it, seek in it for the light of their life. 
They have mosques wdiere it is all read daily; thirty 
relays of priests take it up in succession, get through 
the whole each day. There, for twelve hundred years, 
has the voice of this Book, at all moments, kept 
sounding through the ears and the hearts of so many 
men. We hear of Mahometan Doctors that had read 
it seventy thousand times! 

Very curious; if one sought for ''discrepancies of 
national taste,” here surely were the most eminent 
instance of that I We also can read the Koran ; our 
Translation of it, by Sale, is known to be a very fair 
one. I must say, it is as toilsome reading as I ever 
undertook. A wearisome confused jumble, crude, in- 
condite; endless iterations, longwindedness, entangle- 
ment; most crude, incondite; — insupportable stupidity, 
in short! Nothing but a sense of duty could carry any 
European through the Koran. We read in it, as we 
might in the State-Paper Office, unreadable masses of 
lumber, that perhaps we may get some glimpses of a 
remarkable man. It is true we have it under disad- 
vantages: the Arabs see more method in it than we. 
Mahomet's followers found the Koran lying ail in 
fractions, as it had been written down at first pro- 
mulgation; much of it, they say, on shoulder-blades of 
mutton, Hung pellmell into a chest: and they published 
it, wu'thout any discoverable order as to time or other- 
wise; — merely trying, as would seem, and this not very 
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strictly, to put the longest chapters first. The real 
beginning of It, In that way, lies almost at the end; 
for the earliest portions were the shortest. Read in 
its historical sequence it perhaps would not be so bad. 
Much of it, too, they say, is rhythmic; a Idnd of wild 
chanting song, in the original. Yet with every allow- 
ance, one feels it difficult to see how any mortal ever 
could consider this Koran as a Book written in Heaven, 
too good for the Earth; as a well-written book, or 
indeed as a book at all ; and not a bewildered rhapsody; 
writtcfi, so far as writing goes, as badly as almost any 
book ever was! So much for national discrepancies, 
and the standard of taste. 

Yet I should say, it was not unintelligible how the 
Arabs might so love it. When once you get this con- 
fused coil of a Koran fairly off your hands, and have 
it behind you at a distance, the essential type of it 
begins to disclose itself ; and in this there is a merit 
quite other than the literary one. If a book come 
from the heart, it will contrive to reach other hearts; 
all art and authorcraft are of small amount to that. 
One would say the primary character of the Koran is 
this of its gennineness, of its being a boiid-fidc book. 
Prideaux, I know, and others have represented it as 
a mere bundle of juggleries; chapter after chapter 
got up to excuse and varnish the author’s successive 
sins, forward his ambitions and quackeries; but really 
it is time to dismiss ail that I do not assert Maho- 
met’s continual sincerity: who is continually sincere? 
But I confess I can make nothing of the critic, in these 
times, who would accuse him of deceit prepense ; of 
conscious deceit generally, or perhaps at all; — still 
more, of living in a mere element of conscious deceit, 
and writing this Koran as a forger and juggler would 
have done! Every candid eye, I think, will read the 
Koran far otherwise than so. It is the confused fer- 
ment of a great rude human soul; rude, untutored, 
that cannot even read; but fervent, earnest, struggling 
vehemently to utter itself in words. With a kind of 
breathless intensity he strives to utter himself; the 
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thoughts crowd on him pellmell; for very multitude 
of things to say he can get nothing said. The meaning 
that is in him shapes itself into no form of composition 
is stated in no sequence, method, or coherence; — thc] 
are not shaped at all, these thoughts of his; flung otti 
unshaped, as they struggle and tumble there, in theii 
chaotic inarticulate state. We said ‘^stupid”: yel 
natural stupidity is by no means the character oi 
Mahomet’s Book; it is natural uncultivation rather 
The man has not studied speaking; in the haste anc 
pressure of continual fighting, has not time to mature 
himself into fit speech. The panting breathless haste 
and vehemence of a man struggling in the thick oi 
battle for life and salvation; this is the mood he is 
in! A headlong haste; for very magnitude of mean- 
ing he cannot get himself articulated into words- 
The successive utterances of a soul in that mood, 
coloured by the various vicissitudes of three-and- 
twenty years; now” well uttered, now worse: this is 
the Koran. 

For we are to consider Mahomet, through these 
three-and-twenty years, as the centre of a world 
wholly in conflict. Battles with the Koreish and 
Heathen, quarrels among his own people, backslid* 
ings of his own wild heart; all this kept him in a 
perpetual whirl, his soul knowing rest no more. In 
wakeful nights, as one may fancy, the wild soul ol 
the man, tossing amid these vortices, would hail any 
light of a decision for them as a veritable light from 
Heaven; any making up of his mind, so blessed, in- 
dispensable for him there, w”ould seem the inspiration 
of a Gabriel. Forger and juggler? Ah, no! This 
great fiery heart, seething, simmering like a great 
furnace of thoughts, was not a juggler’s. His Life 
was a Fact to him; this God’s Universe an awful 
Fact and Reality. He has faults enough. The man 
was an uncultured semi-barbarous Son of Nature, 
much of the Bedouin still clinging to him: we must 
take him for that. But for a wretched Simulacrum, 
a hungry Impostor without eyes or heait, practising 
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for a mess o( pottage such blasphemous swindlery, 
forgery of celestial documents, continual high-treason 
against his Maker and Seif, 'we will not and cannot 
take him. 

Sincerity, in all senses, seems to me the merit of 
the I^oran ; what had rendered it precious to the wild 
Arab men. It is, after all, the first and last merit in 
a book; gives rise to merits of all kinds, —nay, at 
bottom, it alone can give rise to merit of any kind. 
Curiously, through these incondite masses of tradition, 
vituperation, complaint, ejaculation in the Koran, a 
vein of true direct insight, of what w’e might almost 
call poetry, is found straggling. The body of the 
Book is made up of mere tradition, and as it were 
vehement enthusiastic extempore preaching. He re- 
turns forever to the old stories of the Prophets as they 
went current in the Arab memory: how Prophet after 
Prophet, the Prophet Abraham, the Prophet Hud, the 
Prophet Moses, Christian and other real and fabulous 
Prophets, had come to this Tribe and to that, w^arning 
men of their sin ; and been received by them even as 
he Mahomet was, — w'hich is a great solace to him. 
These things he repeats ten, perhaps tw^enty times; 
again and ever again, with wearisome iteration; has 
never done repeating them. A brave Samuel Johnson, 
in his forlorn garret, might study the Biographies 
of Authors in that w’ay! This is the great staple of 
the Koran. But curiously, through all this, comes 
ever and anon some glance as of the real thinker and 
seer. He has actually an eye for the world, this Ma- 
homet: with a certain directness and rugged vigour, 
he brings home still, to our heart, the thing his owm 
heart has been opened to. 1 make but little of his 
praises of Allah, which many praise; they are borrowed 
I suppose mainly from the Hebrew^ at least they are 
far surpassed there. But the eye that flashes direct 
into the heart of things, and sees the truth of them; 
this is to me a highly interesting object. Great 
Nature’s own gift; wdiich she bestow^s on all; but wdiich 
only one in the thousand does not cast sorrowdully 
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away: it is what I call sincerity of vision; the 
test of a sincere heart. Mahomet can work no 
miracles; he often answers impatiently: I can work 
no miracles. I? “I am a Public Preacher”; ap- 
pointed to preach this doctrine to all creatures. Yet 
the w^orid, as we can see, had really from of old been 
all one great miracle to him. Look over the world, 
says he; is it not wmnderful, the work of Allah; wholly 
*‘a sign to you,” if your eyes were open ! This Earth, 
God made it for you; ‘‘appointed paths in it”; you 
can live in it, go to and fro on it. — The clouds in the 
dry country of Arabia, to Mahomet they are very 
wonderful: Great clouds, he says, born in the deep 
bosom of the Upper Immensity, where do they come 
from! They hang there, the great black monsters; 
pour down their rain-deluges “to revive a dead earth,” 
and grass springs, and “tall leafy palm-trees with 
their date-clusters hanging round. Is not that a sign ? ” 
Your cattle too, — ^Allah made them : serviceable dumb 
creatures ; they make the grass into milk ; you have 
your clothing from them, very strange creatures; 
“and,” adds he, “and they are a credit to you I” 
Ships, — he talks often about ships: Huge moving 
mountains, they spread out their cloth wings, go 
bounding through the w’'ater there, Heaven’s wind 
driving them; anon they lie motionless, God has 
withdrawn the wind, they lie dead, and cannot stir! 
Miracles ? cries he. What miracle would you have ? 
Are not you yourselves there? God made you, 
“shaped you out of a little clay.” Ye w^ere small 
once; a few years ago yc were not at all Ye have 
beauty, strength, thoughts, “ ye have compassion on 
one another.” Old age comes on you, and grey hairs; 
your strength fades into feebleness; ye sink down, and 
again are not. “Ye have compassion on one another” ; 
this struck me much : Allah might have made you 
having no compassion on one another,— how had it 
been then ! This is a great direct thought, a glance 
at first-hand into the very fact of things. "Rude 
vestiges of poetic genius, of whatsoever is best and 
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truest, are visible in this man. A strong untutored 
intellect ; eyesight, heart : a strong wild man, — might 
have shaped himself into Poet, King, Priest, any kind 
of Hero. 

To his eyes it is forever clear that this world 
wholly is miraculous. He sees what, as we said once 
before, all great thinkers, the rude Scandinavians 
themselves, in one way or other, have contrived to 
see: That this so solid-looking material world is, at 
bottom, in very deed, Nothing; is a visual and tactual 
Manifestation of God’s power and presence, — a shadow 
hung out by Him on the bosom of the void infinite; 
nothing more. The mountains, he says, these great 
rock-mountains, they shall dissipate themselves “like 
clouds”; melt into the Blue as clouds do, and not be! 
He figures the Earth, in the Arab fashion, Sale tells 
us, as an immense Plain or flat Plate of ground, the 
mountains are set on that to steady it. At the Last 
Day, they shall disappear “like clouds”; the whole 
Barth shall go spinning, whirl itself off into wreck, 
and as dust and vapour vanish in the Inane. Allah 
withdraws his hand from it, and it ceases to be. The 
universal empire of Allah, presence everywhere of an 
unspeakable Power, a Splendour, and a Terror not to 
be named, as the true force, essence and reality, in all 
things whatsoever, was continually clear to this man. 
What a modern talks of by the name, Forces of Nature, 
Laws of Nature; and does not figure as a divine thing; 
not even as one thing at all, but as a set of things, un- 
divinc enough, — saleable, curious, good for propelling 
steam-ships 1 With our Sciences and Cyclopjedias, we 
are apt to forget the divinetiessy in those laboratories 
of ours. We ought not to forget it ! That once well 
forgotten, I know not what else were worth remem- 
bering. Most sciences, 1 think, were then a very dead 
thing; withered, contentious, empty;— a thistle in late 
autumn. The best science, without this, is but as the 
dead timber; it is not the growing tree and forest, — 
which gives ever-new timber among other things! 
Man cannot know either, unless he can worship in 
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some way. His knowledge Is a pedantry, and dead 
thistle, otherwise. 

Much has been said and written about the sen- 
suality of Mahomet’s Religion; more than was just. 
The indulgences, criminal to us, which he permitted, 
were not of his appointment; he found them practised, 
unquestioned from immemorial time in Arabia; what 
he did was to curtail them, restrict them, not on one 
but on many sides. His Religion is not an easy one; 
with rigorous fasts, lavations, strict complex formulas, 
prayers five times a da}% and abstinence from wine, 
It did not ^‘succeed by being an easy religion.” As if 
indeed any religion, or cause holding of religion, could 
succeed by that I It is a calumny on men to say that 
they are roused to heroic action by ease, hope of 
pleasure, recompense, — sugar-plums of any kind, in 
this world or the next! In the meanest mortal there 
lies something nobler. The poor swearing soldier, 
hired to be shot, has his “honour of a soldier,” differ- 
ent from drill-regulations and the shilling a day. If 
is not to taste sweet things, but to do noble and true 
things, and vindicate himself under God’s Heaven as 
a god-made Man, that the poorest son of Adam dimly 
longs. Shew him the way of doing that, the dullest 
daydrudge kindles into a hero. They wrong man 
greatly who say he is to be seduced by ease. Dlffi- 
culty, abnegation, martyrdom, death are the allure- 
ments that act on the heart of man. Kindle the inner 
genial life of him, you have a fiame that burns up all 
lower considerations. Not happiness, but something 
higher: one sees this even in the frivolous classes, 
with their “point of honour” and the like. Not by 
flattering our appetites; no, by awakening the Heroic 
that slumbers in every heart, can any Religion gain 
followers. 

_ Mahomet himself, after all that can be said about 
him, was not a sensual man. We shall err widely if 
we consider this man as a common voluptuary, intent 
mainly on base enjoyments,— nay on enjoyments of 
any kind. His household was of the frugalest; his 
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common diet barley-bread and water : sometimes for 
months there was not a fire once lighted on his 
hearth. They record with just pride that he would 
mend his own shoes, patch his own cloak. A poor, 
hard-toiling, ill-provided man ; careless of what vulgar 
men toil for. Not a bad man, I should say; some- 
thing better in him than hunger of any sort, — or these 
wild Arab men, fighting and jostling three and twenty 
years at his hand, in close contact with him always, 
would not have reverenced him so 1 They were wild 
men, bursting ever and anon into quarrel, into all 
kinds of fierce sincerity; without right worth and 
manhood, no man could have commanded them. 
They called him Prophet, you say? Why, he stood 
there face to face with them; bare, not enshrined in 
any mystery; visibly clouting his own cloak, cobbling 
his own shoes; fighting, counselling, ordering in the 
midst of them: they must have seen what kind of 
man he was, let him be called what you like! No 
emperor with his tiaras w^as obeyed as this man in 
a cloak of his own clouting. During three and twenty 
years of rough actual trial I find something of 
a veritable Hero necessary for that, of itself. 

His last words are a prayer; broken ejaculations 
of a heart struggling up, in trembling hope, towards 
its Maker. We cannot say that his religion made 
liim worse; it made him better; good, not bad* 
Generous things arc recorded of him: when he lost 
his Daughter, the thing he answers is, in his own 
dialect, ^ every way sincere, and yet equivalent to that 
of Christians, ‘‘The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” He answered 
in like manner of Scid, his emancipated welbbeloved 
Slave, the second of the believers. Scid had fallen in 
th^ War of Tabiic, the first of Mahoniet^s fightings 
with the Greeks. Mahomet said, It was well; Seid 
had done his Master's work, Seid had now gone to 
his Master: it was all well with Seid. Yet Scid*s 
daughter found him weeping over the foqdyj-^the old 
gray-haired man melting in tears! ^*What do I see?” 
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said she. — ‘‘You sec a friend weeping over his friend/’ 
— He went out for the last time Into the mosque, two 
days before his death; asked, If he had injured an^r 
man ? Let his own back bear the stripes. If he owed 
any man ? A voice answered, “ Yes, me three drachms,” 
borrowed on such an occasion. Mahomet ordered 
them to be paid: “Better be tn shame now,” said he, 
“than at the Day of Judgment.” — ^You remember 
Kadijah, and the “No, by Allah!” Traits of that 
kind shew us the genuine man, the brother of us all, 
brought visible through twelve centuries, — the veritable 
Son of our common Mother. 

Withal I like Mahomet for his total freedom from 
cant. He is a rough self-helping son of the wilder- 
ness; does not pretend to be what he is not. There 
is no ostentatious pride in him; but neither does he 
go much upon humility: he is there as he can be, in 
cloak and shoes of his own clouting; speaks plainly 
to all manner of Persian Kings, Greek Emperors, 
what it is they are bound to do; knows well enough, 
about himself, “the respect due unto thee.” In a lile- 
and-death war with Bedouins, cruel things could not 
fail; but neither are acts of mercy, of noble natural 
pity and generosity, wanting. Mahomet makes no 
apology for the one, no boast of the other. They 
were each the free dictate of his heart; each called for, 
there and then. Not a mealy-mouthed man ! A candid 
fepdty, if the case call for it, is in him; he does not 
mince matters! The War of Tabtic Is a thing he often 
speaks of: his men refused, many of them, to march 
on that occasion; pleaded the heat of the wcafher, 
the harvest, and so forth; he can never forget that. 
Your harvest? It lasts for a day. What will become 
of your harvest through all Eternity? Hot w^eather? 
Yes, it was hot; but “Hell will be hotter!” Some- 
times^ a rough sarcasm turns up: He says to the 
unbelievers, Ye shajll have the just measure of your 
deeds at that Great Day. They will be weighed out 
to you; ye shall not have short weight!— Everywhere 
he fixes the matter in hk eye; he sees it: his heart, 
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now and then, is as if struck dumb by the greatness 
of it. “Assuredly,” he says: that word, in the Koran, 
is written down sometimes as a sentence by itself: 

“ Assuredly.” 

No Diletfantis/n in this Mahomet; it is a business 
of Reprobation and Salvation with him, of Time and 
Eternity: he is in deadly earnest about it! Dilet- 
tantism, hypothesis, speculation, a kind of amateur- 
search for Truth, toying and coquetting with Truth: 
this is the sorest sin. The root of all other imaginable 
sins. It consists in the heart and soul of the man 
never having been open to Truth; — “living in a vain 
show.” Such a man not only utters and produces 
falsehoods, but is himself a falsehood. The rational 
moral principle, spark of the Divinity, is sunk deep in 
him, in quiet paralysis of life-death. The very false- 
hoods of Mahomet are truer than the truths of such 
a man. He is the insincere man: smooth-polished, 
respectable in some times and places; inoffensive, 
says nothing harsh to anybody; most cleanly ^ — just 
as carbonic acid is, which is death and poison. 

We will not praise Mahomet’s moral precepts as 
always of the superBnest sort; yet it can be said that 
there is always a tendency to good in them; that 
they are the true dictates of a heart aiming towards 
what is just and true. The sublime forgiveness of 
Christianity, turning of the other cheek when the one 
has been smitten, is not here: you are to revenge 
yourself, but it is to be in measure, not over much, 
or beyond justice. On the other hand, Islam, like 
any great Faith, and insight into the essence of man, 
is a perfect equalizer of men : the soul of one believer 
outweighs all earthly kingships; all men, according to 
, Islam too, are equal. Mahomet insists not on the 
propriety of giving alms, but on the necessity of it: he 
marks down by law how much you are to give, and it 
is at your peril if you neglect. The tenth part of a 
man’s annual income, whatever that may be; is the 
property of the poor, of those that are afflicted and 
need help. Good all this: the natural voice of 
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humanity, of pity and equity dwelling in the heart 
of this wild Son of Nature speaks so. 

Mahomet’s Paradise is sensual, his Hell sensual: 
true; in the one and the other there is enough that 
shocks all spiritual feeling in us. But we arc to 
recollect that the Arabs already had it so; that 
Mahomet, in whatever he changed of it, softened 
and diminished all this. The worst sensualities, too, 
are the work of doctors, followers of his, not his 
work. In the Koran there is really very little said 
about the joys of Paradise; they are intimated rather 
than insisted on. Nor is it forgotten that the highest 
joys even there shall be spiritual; the pure Presence 
of the Highest, this shall infinitely transcend all other 
joys. He says, “Your salutation shall be. Peace.” 
Salam, Have Peace! — the thing that all rational 
souls long for, and seek, vainly here below, as the 
one blessing. “Ye shall sit on seats, facing one 
another: all grudges shall be taken away out of your 
hearts,” All grudges! Ye shall love one another 
freely; for each of you, in the eyes of his brothers, 
there will be Heaven enough! 

In reference to this of the sensual Paradise and 
Mahomet’s sensuality, the sorest chapter of all for 
us, there were many things to be said; which it is not 
convenient to enter upon here. Two remarks only 
I shall make, and therewith leave it to your candour. 
The first is furnished me by Goethe; it is a casual 
hint of his which seems well worth taking note of. 
In one of his Delineations, in Meistefs Travels it 
is, the hero comes upon a Society of men with very 
strange ways, one of which was this: “We require,” 
says the Master, “that each of our people shall restrict 
himself in one direction,” shall go right against his 
desire in one matter, and make himself do the thing 
he does not wish, “should we allow him the greater 
latitude on all other sides.” There seems to me 
a greats justness in this. Enjoying things which are 
pleasant; that is not the evil: it is the reducing of 
our moral self to slavery by them that is. Let a man 
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assert withal that he is king over his habitudes ; that 
he could and would shake them on cause shewn : 
chis is an excellent law. The Month Ramadhan for 
the Moslem, much in Mahomet’s Religion, much in 
his own Life, bears in that direction; if not by fore- 
thought, or clear purpose of moral improvement on 
his part, then by a certain healthy manful instinct, 
which IS as good. 

But there is another thing to be said about the 
Mahometan Heaven and Hell. This namely, that, 
however gross and material they may be, they are 
an emblem of an everlasting truth, not always so 
well remembered elsewhere. That gross sensual 
Paradise of his ; that horrible flaming Hell ; the 
great enormous Day of Judgment he perpetually in- 
sists on: what is all this but a rude shadow, in the 
rude Bedouin imagination, of that grand spiritual 
Fact, and Beginning of Facts, which it is ill for us 
too if we do not all know and feel: the Infinite Nature 
of Duty? That man’s actions here arc of infimfe 
moment to him, and never die or end at all; that man, 
with his little life, reaches upwards high as Heaven, 
downwards low as Hell, and in his threescore years 
of Time holds an Eternity fearfully and wonderfully 
hidden : all this had burnt itself, as in flame-characters, 
into the wild Arab soul. As in flame and lightning, it 
stands written there; awful, unspeakable, ever present 
to him. With bursting earnestness, with a fierce* 
savage sincerity, half-articulating, not able to articu- 
late, he strives to speak it, bodies it forth in that 
Heaven and that Hell. Bodied forth in what way 
you will, it is the first of all truths. It is venerable 
under all embodiments. What is the chief end of man 
here below? Mahomet has answered this question, 
in a way that might put some of us to shame I He 
does not, like a Bentham, a Paley, take Right and 
Wrong, and calculate the profit and loss, ultimate 
pleasure of the one and of the other; and summing 
all up by addition and subtraction into a net result, 
ask you, Whether on the whole the Right does not 
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preponderate considerably? No: it is not better to do 
the one than the other; the one is to the other as life 
is to death,— -as Heaven is to Hell. The one must in 
nowise be done, the other in nowise left undone. You 
shall not measure them; they are incommensurable : 
the one is death eternal to a man, the other is life 
eternal. Benthamee Utility, virtue by Profit and 
Loss; reducing this God’s-world to a dead brute 
Steam-engine, the infinite celestial Soul of Man to 
a kind of Hay-balance for weighing hay and thistles 
on, pleasures and pains on: — If you ask me which 
gives, Mahomet or they, the beggarlier and falser 
view of Man and his Destinies in this Universe, 

I will answer, It is not Mahomet! 

On the whole, we will repeat that this Religion of 
Mahomet’s is a kind of Christianity; has a genuine 
element of what is spiritually highest looking through 
it, not to be hidden by all its imperfections. The 
Scandinavian God Wish, the god of all rude men, — 
this has been enlarged into a Heaven by Mahomet; 
but a Heaven symbolical of sacred Duty, and to be 
earned by faith and welldoing, by valiant action, and 
a diviip patience which is stiirmore valiant. It is 
Scandinavian Paganism, and a truly celestial element 
superadded to that Cali it not false; look not at 
the falsehood of it, look at the truth of it. For these 
twelve centuries, it has been the religion and life- 
•^guidance of the fifth part of the whole kindred of 
Mankind. Above all things, it has been a religion 
heartily believed. These Arabs believe their religion, 
and try to live by it! No Christians, since the early 
ages, or only perhaps the English Puritans in modem 
times, have ever stood by their Faith as the Moslem 
do by theirs,— believing it wholly, fronting Time with 
it, and Eternity with it. This night the watchman on 
the streets of Cairo when he cries, ‘‘Who goes?” will 
hear from the passenger, along with his answer, “There 
is no God but God.” Allah akhar, Islam, sounds 
through the souls, and whole daily existence, of these 
dusky millions. Zealous missionaries preach it abroad 
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among Malays^ black Papuans, brutal Idolaters; — 
displacing what Is worse, nothing that is belter or 
good. 

To the Arab Nation it was as a birth from dark- 
ness into light; Arabia first became alive by means of 
it. A poor shepherd people, roaming unnoticed in its 
deserts since the creation of the world: a Hero- 
Prophet was sent down to them with a word they 
could believe : see, the unnoticed becomes world- 
notable, the small has grown world-great; within one 
century afterwards, Arabia is at Grenada on this 
hand, at Delhi on that; — glancing in valour and 
splendour and the light of genius, Arabia shines 
through long ages over a great section of the world. 
Belief is great, Hfe-giving. The history of a Nation 
becomes fruitful, soul -elevating, great, so soon as it 
believes. These Arabs, the man Mahomet, and that 
one century,— is it not as if a spark had fallen, one 
spark, on a world of what seemed black unnoticeable 
sand ; but lo, the sand proves explosive powder, blazes 
heaven-high from Delhi to Grenada! I said, the 
Great Man was always as lightning out of Heaven; 
the rest of men waited for him like fuel, and then 
they too would flame. 



LECTURE III 


{Tuesday, \ 2 th May 1840] 

THE HERO AS POET. DANTE; SHAKSPEAKE 

The Hero as Divinity, the Hero as Prophet are 
productions of old ages; not to be repeated in the 
new. They presuppose a certain rudeness of concep- 
tion, which the progress of mere scientific knowledge 
puts an end to. There needs to be, as it were, 
a world vacant, or almost vacant of scientific forms, 
if men in their loving wonder are to fancy their 
fellow man either a god or one speaking with the 
voice of a god. Divinity and Prophet are past. We 
are now to see our Hero in the less ambitious, but 
also less questionable, character of Poet; a character 
which does not pass. The Poet is a heroic figure 
belonging to all ages; whom all ages possess, when 
once he is produced, whom the newest age as the 
oldest may produce ; — and will produce, always when 
Nature pleases. Let Nature send a Hero-soul; in no 
age is it other than possible that he may be shaped 
into a Poet, 

Hero, Prophet, Poet, — many different names, in 
different times and places, do we give to Great Men ; 
according to varieties we note in them, according to 
the sphere in which they have displayed themselves! 
We might give many more names, on this same 
principle. I will remark again, however, as a fact 
not unimportant to be understood, that the different 
sphere constitutes the grand origin of such distinction ; 
that the Hero can be Poet, Prophet, King, Priest or 
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what you will, according to the kind of w’orld he finds 
himself born into. I confess, I have no notion of 
a truly great man that could not be all sorts of men. 
The Poet who could merely sit on a chair, and com- 
pose stanzas, would never make a stanza worth much. 
He could not sing the Heroic ’v^ar^or, unless he 
himself were at least a Heroic warrior too, I fancy 
there is in him the Politician, the Thinker, Legislator, 
Philosopher; — in one or the other degree, he could 
have been, he is all these. So too I cannot under- 
stand how a Mirabeau, with that great glowing heart, 
with the fire that was in it, with the bursting tears 
that were in it, could not have written verses, tragedies, 
poems, and touched all hearts in that way, had his course 
of life and education led him thitherward. The grand 
fundamental character is that of Great Man; that the 
man be great. Napoleon has words in him which are 
like Austerlitz Battles. Louis Fourteenth’s Marshals 
are a kind of poetical men withal; the things Turenne 
says are full of sagacity and geniality, like sayings of 
Samuel Johnson. The great heart, the clear deep- 
seeing eye; there it lies; no man whatever, in wdiat 
province soever, can prosper at all without these. 
Petrarch and Boccaccio did diplomatic messages, it 
seems, quite well; one can easily believe it; they had 
done things a little harder than that! Burns, a gifted 
song-w’fiter, might have made a still better Mirabeau. 
Shakspeare, — one knows not what he could not have 
made, in the supreme degree. 

True, there arc aptitudes of Nature too. Nature 
does not make all great men, more than all other 
men, in the self-same mould. Varieties of aptitude 
doubtless; but infinitely more of circumstance; and 
far oftenest it is the latter only that are looked to. 
But it is as with common men in the learning of 
trades. You take any man, as yet a vague capability 
of a man, w^ho could be any kind of craftsman ; and 
make him into a smith, a carpenter, a mason; he is 
then and thenceforth that and nothing else. And if, as 
Addison complains, you sometimes see a street-porter 

w. 
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staggering under his load on spindle-shanks, and 
near at hand a tailor with the frame of a Samson, 
handling a bit of cloth and small Whitechapel needle, 
— it cannot be considered that aptitude of Nature 
alone has been consulted here either! — The Great 
Man also, to what shall he be bound apprentice? 
Given your Hero, is he to become Conqueror, King, 
Philosopher, Poet? It is an inexplicably complex 
controversial-calculation between the world and him! 
He will read the world and its laws; the world with 
its laws will be there to be read. What the world, on 
this matter, shall permit and bid is, as we said, the 
most important fact about the world. — 

Poet and Prophet differ greatly in our loose 
modern notions of them. In some old languages, 
again, the titles are synonymous; Vates means both 
Prophet and Poet: and indeed at all times, Prophet 
and Poet, well understood, have much kindred of 
meaning. Fundamentally indeed they are still the 
same; in this most important respect especially, That 
they have penetrated both of them into the sacred 
mystery of the Universe; what Goethe calls ‘‘the 
open secret!’’ '‘Which is the great secret?” asks 
one.— “The secret,”— open to all, seen by almost 

none! That divine mystery, which lies everywhere 
in all Beings, “the Divine Idea of the World, that 
which lies at the bottom of Appearance,” as Fichte 
styles it; of which all Appearance, from the starry 
sky to the grass of the field, but especially the Ap- 
pearance of Man and his work, is but the vesturef 
the embodiment that renders it visible. This divine 
mystery is in all times and in all places; veritably is. 
In most times and places it is greatly overlooked; 
and the Universe, definable always in one or the 
other dialect, as the realised Thought of God, is 
considered a trivial, inert, commonplace matter,— as 
It, says the Satirist, it were a dead thing, which 
some upholsterer had put together! It could do no 
good, at present, to speak much about this; but 
It IS a pity for every one of us if we do not know 
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it, live ever in the knowledge of it. Really a most 
niounifui pity; — a failure to live at all, if wc live 
otherwise I 

But now, I say, whoever may forget this divine 
mystery, the Vates^ whether Prophet or Poet, has 
penetrated into it; is a man sent hither to make it 
more impressively known to us. That alwaj'S is his 
message; he is to reveal that to us, — that sacred 
mystery which he more than others lives ever present 
with. While others forget it, he knows it; — ^I might 
say, he has been driven to know it; without consent 
asked of lum^ he finds himself living in it, bound to 
live in it. Once more, here is no Hearsay, but a direct 
Insight and Belief; this man too could not help being 
a sincere man ! Whosoever may live in the shows of 
things, it is for him a necessity of nature to live in the 
very fact of things. A man, once more, in earnest 
with the Universe, though all others were but toying 
with it. He is a V at es, first of all, in virtue of being 
sincere. So far Poet and Prophet, participators in 
the ‘H^pen secret,’' are one. 

With respect to their distinction again : The 
Vates Prophet, we might say, has seized that sacred 
mystery rather on the moral side, as Good and Evil, 
Duty and Prohibition; the Vates Poet on what the 
Germans call the msthetic side, as Beautiful, and the 
like. The one we may call a revealer of what we are 
to do, the other of what we are to love. But indeed 
these two provinces run into one another, and cannot 
be disjoined. The Prophet too has his eye on what 
w^e are to love: how else shall he know what it is we* 
are to do? The highest Voice ever heard on this Earth 
said withal, “Consider the lilies of the field; they toil 
not, neither do they spin : yet Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these.” A glance, that, 
into the deepest deep of Beauty. “The lilies of the 
field,” — dressed finer than earthly princes, springing 
up there in the humble furrow-field; a beautiful eye 
looking out on you, from the great inner Sea of 
Beauty! How could the rude Earth make these, if 
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her Essence, rugged as she looks and Is, were not 
Inwardly Beauty? — In this point of view, too, a saying 
of Goethe’s, whidi has staggered several, may have 
meaning: “The Beautiful,” he intimates, “is higher 
than the Good; the Beautiful includes In It the 
Good.” The true Beautiful; which however, I have 
said somewhere, “ differs from the false, as Heaven 
does from Vauxlialll” So much for the distinction 
and identity of Poet and Prophet. — 

In ancient and also in modern periods, we find 
a few Poets who are accounted perfect; whom it 
were a kind of treason to find fault witli. This is 
noteworthy; this is right: yet in strictness it is only 
an illusion. At bottom, clearly enough, there is no 
perfect Poet I A vein of Poetry exists in the hearts 
of all men; no man is made altogether of Poetry, 
We are all poets when we read a poem well. The 
“imagination that shudders at the Hell of Dante,” is 
not that the same faculty, weaker in degree, as 
Dante’s own? No one but Shakspeare can embody, 
out of Saxo Grammaticus, the story of Hamlet as 
Shakspeare did: but every one models some kind of 
story out of it; every one embodies it better or worse. 
We need not spend time in defining. Where there is 
no specific difference, as between round and square, 
all definition must be more or less arbitrary. A man 
that has so much more of the poetic element de- 
veloped in him as to have become noticeable, will 
be called Poet by his neighbours. World-Poets too, 
those whom we are to take for perfect Poets, are 
settled by critics in the same way. One who rises 
so far above the general level of Poets will, to such 
and such critics, seem a Universal Poet; as he ought 
to do. And yet it is, and must be, an arbitrary dis- 
tinction. All Poets, all men, have some touches of 
the Universal; no man is wholly made of that. Most 
Poets are very soon forgotten: but not the noblest 
Shakspeare or Homer of them can be remembered 
forever ; — a day comes when he too i$ not! 

Nevertheless, you will say, there must be a difference 
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between true Poetry and true Speech not poetical: 
what is the difference? On this point many things 
have been written, especially by late German Critics, 
some of which are not very mtelligible at first. 
They say, for example, that the Poet has an tnfint-- 
tude in him ; communicates an Unendlichkeif, a 
certain character of ‘‘infinitude,’’ to whatsoever he 
delineates. This, though not very precise, yet on 
so vague a matter is worth remembering: if well 
meditated, some meaning will gradually be found in 
it. For my own part, I find considerable meaning 
in the old vulgar distinction of Poetry being metrical^ 
having music in it, being a Song. Truly, if pressed 
to give a definition, one might say this as soon as 
anything else: If your delineation be authentically 
musical, musical not in word only, but in heart and 
substance, In all the thoughts and utterances of it, 
in the whole conception of it, then it will be poetical; 
if not, not — Musical: how much lies in that! A 
musical thought is one spoken by a mind that has 
penetrated into the inmost heart of the thing; de- 
tected the inmost mystery of it, namely the melody 
that lies hidden in it; the inward harmony of co- 
herence which is its soul, whereby it exists, and 
has a right to be here in this world. All inmost 
things, we may say, arc melodious; naturally utter 
themselves in Song. The meaning of Song goes 
deep. Who is there that, in logical words, can 
express the effect music has on us ? A kind of 
Inarticulate unfathomable speech, which leads us to 
the edge of the Infinite, and lets us for moments 
gaze into that! 

Nay all speech, even the commonest speech, has 
something of song in it: not a parish in the world but 
has its parish -accent; — the rhythm or tune to wdiich 
the people there sing what they have to say! Accent 
Is a kind of chanting; all men have accent of their 
own, — though they only notice that of others. Observe 
too how ail passionate language does of itself become 
musical— with a finer music than the mere accent; 
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the speech of a man even in zealous anger becomes 
a chant, a song. All deep things are Song. It seems 
somehow the very central essence of us, Song; as if 
all the rest were but wrappages and hulls! The 
primal element of us; of us, and of all things. The 
Greeks fabled of Sphere- Harmonies : it was the 
feeling they had of the inner structure of Nature; 
that the soul of all her voices and utterances was 
perfect music. Poetry, therefore, we will call 'fuiisical 
Thought. The Poet is he who flunks in that manner. 
At bottom, it turns still on power of intellect; it is 
a man’s sincerity and depth of vision that makes him 
a Poet. See deep enough, and you see musically; 
the heart of Nature being every w’'here music, if you 
can only reach it. 

The Vates Poet, with his melodious Apocalypse 
of Nature, seems to hold a poor rank among us, in 
comparison with the V ates Prophet ; his function, 
and our esteem of him for his function, alike slight. 
The Hero taken as Divinity ; the Hero taken as 
Prophet; then next the Hero taken only as Poet: 
does it not look as if our estimate of the Great Man, 
epoch after epoch, were continually diminishing? We 
take him first for a god, then for one god-inspired; 
and now in the next stage of it, his most miraculous 
word gains from us only the recognition that he is 
a Poet, beautiful verse-maker, man of genius, or 
such like! — It looks so; but I persuade myself that 
intrinsically it is not so. If we consider well, it wdil 
perhaps appear that in man still there is the same 
altogether peculiar admiration for the Heroic Gift, 
by what name soever called, that there at any time 
was. I should say, if we do not now reckon a Great 
Man literally divine, it is that our notions of God, 
of the supreme unattainable Fountain of Splendour, 
Wisdom and Heroism, are ever rising higher; not 
altogether that our reverence for these qualities, as 
manifested in our like, is getting lower. This is worth 
taking thought of. Sceptical Dilettantism, the curse 
of these ages, a curse wdiich will not last forever, does 
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indeed in this the highest province of human things, 
as in all provinces, make sad work; and our^ reverence 
for great men, all crippled, blinded, paralytic as it is, 
comes out in poor plight, hardly recognisable. xYen 
worship the shows of great men; the most disbelieve 
that there is any reality of great men to worship. The 
dreariest, fatalest faith; believing which, one would 
literally despair of human things. Nevertheless look, 
for example, at Napoleon! A Corsican lieutenant of 
artillery; that is the show of him: jTt is he not 
obeyed, worshipped after his sort, as all the Tiaraed 
and Diademed of the world put together could not 
be? High duchesses, and ostlers of inns, gather 
round the Scottish rustic, Burns; — a strange feeling 
dwelling in each that they never heard a man 
like this; that on the whole this is the man! In 
the secret heart of these people it still dimly reveals 
itself, though there is no accredited way of uttering 
it at present, that this rustic, with his black brows 
and flashing sun-eyes, and strange words moving 
laughter and tears, is of a dignity far be^^ond all 
others, incommensurable with all others. Do not we 
feel it so? But now, were Dilettantism, Scepticism, 
Triviality, and ail that sorrowful brood, cast out of 
us, — as, by God’s blessing, they shall one day be; 
were faith in the shows of things entirely swept out, 
replaced by dear faith in the things, so that a man 
acted on the impulse of that only, and counted the 
other non -extant, what a new livelier feeling towards 
this Burns were it! 

Nay here in these ages, such as they are, have 
we not two mere Poets, if not deified, yet we may 
say beatified ? Shakspeare and Dante are Saints of 
Poetty; really, if we will think of it, canon i:zed, so that 
it is impiety to meddle with them. The unguided 
instinct of the world, working across all these per- 
verse impediments, has arrived at such result. Dante 
and Shakspeare are a peculiar Two. They dwell 
apart, in a kind of royal solitude; none equal, none 
second to them: in the general feeling of the world, 
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a certain transcendentaiism, a glory as of complete 
perfection, invests these two. They arc canonized, 
though no Pope or Cardinals took hand in doing it! 
Such, in spite of every perverting influence, in the 
most iinheroic times, is still our indestructible re- 
verence for heroism. — We will look a little at these 
Two, the Poet Dante and the Poet Shakspeare: 
what little it is permitted us to say here of the 
Hero as Poet, will most fitly arrange itself in that 
fashion. 

Many volumes have been written by w^ay of com- 
mentary on Dante and his Book; yet, on the w^hole, 
w’ith no great result. His Biography is, as it were, 
irrecoverably lost for us. An unimportant, wandering, 
sorrowstricken man, not much note w^as taken of him 
w’hile he lived; and the most of that has vanished, 
in the long space that now^ intervenes. It is five 
centuries since he ceased writing and living here. 
After all commentaries, the Book itself is mainly 
wdiat w’e know of him. The Book; — and one might 
add that Portrait commonly attributed to Giotto, 
wdiicb, looking on it, you cannot help inclining to 
think genuine, wdioever did it. To me it is a most 
touching face; perhaps of all faces that I know’, 
the most so. Blank there, painted on vacancy, with 
the simple laurel w’ound round it; the deathless 
sorrow’ and pain, the knowm victory wdiich is also 
deathless;— significant of the whole history of Dante! 
i think it is the mournfulest face that ever w^as 
painted from reality; an altogether tragic, heart- 
affecting face. There is in it, as foundation of it, the 
softness, tenderness, gentle affection as of a child; 
but all this is as if congealed into sharp contradic- 
tion, into abnegation, isolation, proud hopeless pain. 

A soft ethereal soul looking out so stern, implacable, 
grim-trenchant, as from imprisonment of thick-ribbed 
ice! Withal it is a silent pain too, a silent scornful 
one: the lip is curled in a kind of godlike disdain of 
the thing that is eating out his heart,— as if it were 
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withal a mean insignificant thing, as if he whom it 
had power to torture and strangle were greater than 
it. The face of one wholly in protest, and life-long 
unsurrendenng battle, against the world. Affection 
all converted into Indignation : an implacable indig- 
nation; slow, equable, implacable, silent, like that of 
a god! The c^^c too, it looks out as In a kind of 
surprise^ a kind of inquiry, Why the world was of 
such a sort? This is Dante: so he looks, this “voice 
of ten silent centuries,” and sings us “his mystic un- 
fathomable song.” 

The little that wc kno'sv of Dante’s Life corre- 
sponds well enough with this Portrait and this Book. 
He was born at Florence, in the upper class of society, 
in the year 1265. His education was the best then 
going; much school-divinity, Aristotelcan logic, some 
Latin classics, — no inconsiderable insight into certain 
provinces of things: and Dante, with his earnest 
intelligent nature, we need not doubt, learned better 
than most all that was learnable. He has a clear 
cultivated understanding, and of great subtlety; this 
best fruit of education he had contrived to realise 
from these scholastics. He knows accurately and 
well what lies close to him; but, in such a time, 
without printed books or free intercourse, he could 
not know w^ell what was distant: the small clear 
light, most luminous for what is near, breaks itself 
into singular chiaroscuro striking on wdiat is far off. 
This was Dante’s learning from the schools. In life, 
he had gone through the usual destinies; been twice 
out campaigning as a soldier for the Florentine state, 
been on embassy; had in his thirty-fifth year, by 
natural gradation of talent and service, become one 
of the Chief Magistrates of Florence. He had met 
in boyhood a certain Beatrice Portinan, a beautiful 
little girl of his own age and rank, and grown up 
thenceforth in partial sight of her, in some distant 
intercourse with her. All readers know his graceful 
affecting account of this ; and then of their being 
parted; of her being w^edded to another, and of 
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her death soon after. She makes a great figure in 
Dante’s Poem; seems to have made a great figure 
in his life. Of ail beings it might seem as if she, 
held apart from him, far apart at last in the dim 
Eternity, were the only one he had ever with his 
whole strength of affection ioved. She died: Dante 
himself was wedded; but it seems not happily, far 
from happily. I fancy, the rigorous earnest man, 
with his keen cxcitabilities, was not altogether easy 
to make happy. 

We will not complain of Dante’s miseries : had 
ail gone right with him as he wished it, he might 
have been Prior, Podesta, or whatsoever they call 
it, of Florence, well accepted among neighbours, — 
and the world had wanted one of the most notable 
words ever spoken or sung. Florence had another 
prosperous Lord Mayor; and the ten dumb centuries 
continued voiceless, and the ten other listening cen- 
turies (for there wiirbe ten of them and more) had 
no Divifia Commcdia to hear! We will complain of 
nothing. A nobler destiny was appointed for this 
Dante; and he, struggling like a man led towards 
death and crucifixion, could not help fulfilling it. 
Give him the choice of his happiness! He knew not 
more than we do what was really happy, what was 
really miserable. 

In Dante’s Priorship, the Guelf-Ghibeliine, Bianchi- 
Neri, or some other confused disturbances rose to such 
a height, that Dante, whose party had seemed the 
stronger, was with his friends cast unexpectedly forth 
into banishment; doomed thenceforth to a life of woe 
and wandering. His property was all confiscated and 
more; he had the fiercest feeling that it was entirely 
unjust, nefarious in the sight of God and man. He 
tried what was in him to get reinstated; tried even 
by warlike surprisal, with arms in his hand: but it 
would not do; bad only had become worse. There 
is a record, I believe, still extant in the Florence 
Archives, dooming this Dante, wheresoever caught, 
to he burnt alive. Burnt alive; so it stands, they 
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say: a very curious civic document. Another curious 
document, some considerable number of years later, 
is a Letter of Dante’s to the Florentine Magistrates, 
written in answ^er to a milder proposal of theirs, that 
he should return on condition of apologizing and 
paying a fine. He answers, with fixed stern pride, 
“If I cannot return without calling myself guilty, 
I will never return, nunquam revertar'' 

For Dante there was now no home in this world. 
He wandered from patron to patron, from place to 
place; proving, in his own bitter words, “How hard 
is the path, Come e diiro calle.^^ The wretched are not 
cheerful company, Dante, poor and banished, with 
his proud earnest nature, with his moody humours, 
was not a man to conciliate men. Petrarch reports 
of him that being at Can della Scala’s court, and 
blamed one day for his gloom and taciturnity, he 
answered in no courtier-iike w’^ay. Della Scala stood 
among his courtiers, with mimes and buffoons (nebii- 
Jones ac histriones) making him heartil}’’ merry; 
when turning to Dante, he kid: “Is it not strange 
now that this poor fool should do so much to amuse 
us, while you, a wise man, sit there day after day, and 
have nothing to amuse us with at all?” Dante an- 
swered bitterly: “No, it is not strange, if you think of 
the Proverb, Like to Like ^^; — given the amuser, the 
amusee must also be given ! Such a mao, with his 
proud silent \vays, with his sarcasms and sorrows, 
was not made to succeed at court. By degrees, it 
came to be evident to him that he had no longer 
any resting place, or hope of benefit, in this earth. 
The earthly ivorld had cast him forth, to wander, 
wander; no living heart to love him now’; for his 
sore miseries there was no solace here. 

The deeper naturally w’ould the Eternal World 
impress itself on him ; that awful reality over which, 
after all, this Time-world, with its Florences and 
banishments, only flutters as an unreal shadow. 
Florence thou shalt never see: hut Hell and Pur- 
gatory and Heaven thou shalt surely see! What 
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is Florence, Can della Scala, and the World and 
Life altogether? Eternity: thither, of a truth, not 
elsewhither, art thou and all thuigs hound! The 
great soul of Dante, homeless on earth, made its 
home more and more in that awful other world. 
Naturally his thoughts brooded on that, as on the 
one fact important for him. Bodied or bodiless, 
it is the one fact important for all men : — but to 
Dante, in that age, it was bodied in fixed certainty 
of scientific shape; he no more doubted of that 
Malebolgc Pool, that it all lay there with its gloomy 
circles, with its alti guai, and that he himself should 
see it, than we doubt that we should see Constanti- 
nople if we went thither. Dante’s heart, long filled 
with this, brooding over it in speechless thought and 
awe, bursts forth at length into “mystic unfathomable 
song”; and this his Divine Co;;/edy, the most remark- 
able of all modern Books, is the result. It must have 
been a great solacement to Dante, and w^as, as we can 
sec, a proud thought for him at times, that he, here in 
exile, could do this wwk; that no Florence, nor no 
man or men, could hinder him from doing it, or even 
much help him in doing it. He knew too,' partly, that 
it was great; the greatest a man could do. “If thou 
follow thy star, Sa in segni la in a Stella,''— so could 
the Hero, in his forsakenness, in his extreme need, 
still say to himself : “ Follow thy star, thou shaft not 
fail of a glorious haven!” The labour of writing, 
we find, and indeed could know otherwise, was great 
and painful for him ; he says, This Book “w^hich has 
made me lean for many years.” Ah yes, it was won, 
all of it, with pain and sore toil, — not in sport, but In 
grim earnest. His Book, as indeed most good Books 
are. has been written, in many senses, wnth his heart’s 
blood. It is his whole history this Book. He died 
after finishing it; not yet very old, at the age of 
fifty-six;-— broken-hearted rather, as is said. He lies 
buried in his death-city Ravenna : Hie dandor Dantes 
pafriis extorris ab ons. The Florentines begged back 
his body, in a century after; the Ravenna people would 
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not give it. ‘H-iere am I Dante laid, shut out from 
my native shores.” 

I said, Dante's Poem was a Song: it is Tieck 
who calls it ‘‘a mystic unfathomable Song”; and such 
is literally the character of it. Coleridge remarks 
very pertinently somevhere, that wherever you find 
a sentence musically worded, of true rhythm and 
melody in the words, there is something deep and 
good in the meaning too. For body and soul, word 
and idea, go strangely together, here as everywhere. 
Song: we said before, it was the Heroic of Speech! 
All old Poems, Homer’s and the rest, are authentic- 
ally Songs, I would say, in strictness, that all right 
Poems are; that whatsoever is not sung is properly 
no Poem, but a piece of Prose cramped into jingling 
lines, — to the great injury of the grammar, to the great 
grief of the reader, for most part! What w'e want to 
get at is the thought the man had, if he had any: why 
should he twist it into jingle, if he could speak it out 
plainly? It is only when the heart of him is rapt into 
true passion of melody, and the very tones of him, 
according to Coleridge’s remark, become musical by 
the greatness, depth and music of his thoughts, that 
we can give him right to rhyme and sing; that we call 
him a Poet, and listen to him as the Heroic of 
Speakers, — whose speech is Song. Pretenders to 
this are many; and to an earnest reader, I doubt, 
it is for most part a very melancholy, not to say 
an insupportable business, that of reading rhymel 
Rhyme that had no inward necessity to be rhymed; — 
it ought to have told us plainly, without any jingle, 
what it was aiming at. I would advise all men who 
can speak their thought, not to sing it ; to understand 
that, in a serious time, among serious men, there is no 
vocation in them for singing it. Precisely as we love 
the true song, and are charmed by it as by sometliing 
divine, so shall we hate the false song, and account 
it a mere wooden noise, a thing hollow, superfluous, 
altogether an insincere and offensive thing. 
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I i^ive Dante my highest praise when I say of his 
Divine Comedy that it is, in all senses, genuinely 
a Song. In the very sound of it there is a canto 
fermo; it proceeds as by a chant. The language, 
his simple ferza runa, doubtless helped him in this. 
One reads along naturally with a sort of hit. But 
I add, that it could not be otherwise ; for the essence 
and material of the work are themselves rhythmic. 
Its depth, and rapt passion and sincerity, makes it 
musical; — go deep enough, there is music everywhere. 
A true inward symmetry, what one calls an archi- 
tectural harmony, reigns in it, proportionates it all : 
architectural; which also partakes of the character 
of music. The three kingdoms, Inferno^ Ptdrgaiorio, 
ParadisOi look out on one another like compartments 
of a great edifice; a great supernatural w^orld-cathedral, 
piled up there, stern, solemn, awful; Dante’s World of 
Souls! It is, at bottom, the sinceresf of all Poems; 
sincerity, here too, we find to be the measure of w^orth. 
It came deep out of the author’s heart of hearts ; and 
it goes deep, and through long generations, into ours. 
The people of Verona, when they saw him on the 
streets, used to say, ‘^Eccovi V uom ch' c stato alV 
Inferno, See, there is the man that was in Helll” 
Ah, yes, he had been in Hell;-~in Hell enough, in 
long severe sorrow and struggle; as the like of him 
is pretty sure to have been. Commedias that come 
out divine, are not accomplished otherwise. Thought, 
true labour of any kind, highest virtue itself, is it not 
the daughter of Pain? Born as out of the black 
whirlwind ;—true effort, in fact, as of a captive 
struggling to free himself: that is Thought. In all 
ways we are ‘‘to become perfect through suffering:^— 
But, as I say, no work known to me is so elaborated 
as this of Dante’s. It has ail been as if molten, in 
the hottest furnace of his soul. It had made him 
“lean” for many years. Not the general whole only ; 
every compartment of it is worked out, with intense 
earnestness, into truth, into clear vlsuallty. Each 
answers to the other; each fits in its place, like 
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a marble stone accurately hewn and polished. It is 
the soul of Dante, and in this the soul of the middle 
ages, rendered forever rhythmically visible there. No 
light task; a right intense one: but a task which is 
done. 

Perhaps one would say, intensity, with the much 
that depends on it, is the prevailing character of 
Dante’s genius. Dante does not come before us as 
a large catholic mind ; rather as a narrow, and even 
sectarian mind : it is partly the fruit of his age and 
position, but partly too of his own nature. His great- 
ness has, in all senses, concentered itself into fiery 
emphasis and depth. He is world-great not because 
he is world-wide, but because he is world-deep. 
Through all objects he pierces as it were down into 
the heart of Being. I know nothing so intense as 
Dante. Consider, for example, to begin with the 
outermost development of his intensity, consider how 
he paints. He has a great power of vision ; seizes 
the very type of a thing; presents that and nothing 
more. You remember that first view he gets of 
the Hall of Dite: red pinnacle, redhot cone of iron 
glowing through the dim immensity of gloom; — so 
vivid, so distinct, visible at once and forever! It is 
as an emblem of the whole genius of Dante. There 
is a brevity, an abrupt precision in him: Tacitus is 
not briefer, more condensed; and then in Dante it 
seems a natural condensation, spontaneous to the 
man. One smiting word; and then there is silence, 
nothing more said. His silence is more eloquent 
than words. It is strange with what a sharp decisive 
grace he snatches the true likeness of a matter: cuts 
into the matter as with a pen of fire. Plutus, the 
blustering giant, collapses at Virgil’s rebuke; it is «as 
the sails sink, the mast being suddenly broken.” Or 
that poor Sordelio, with the cotto aspetto, 'Hace 
baked r parched brown and lean; and the fiery 
snow” that falls on them there, a ‘‘fiery snow without 
wind,” slow, deliberate, never-ending! Or the lids of 
those Tombs; square sarcophaguses, in that silent 
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dim-buniing Hall, each with its Soul in torment; the 
lids laid open there; they are to be shut at the Day 
of Judgment, through Eternity. And how Farlnata 
rises; and how Cavalcante falls — at hearing of his 
Son, and the past tense ^^fiie ” ! The very movements 
in Dante have something brief ; swift, decisive, almost 
military. It is of the inmost essence of his genius 
this sort of painting. The fiery, swift Italian nature 
of the man, so silent, passionate, with its quick abrupt 
movements, its silent ‘^pale rages,” speaks itself in these 
things. 

For though this of painting is one of the outer- 
most developments of a man, it comes like all else 
from the essential faculty of him ; it is physiognomical 
of the wdiole man. Find a man whose words paint you 
a likeness, you have found a man worth something ; 
mark his manner of doing it, as very characteristic of 
him. In the first place, he could not have discerned 
the object at all, or seen the vital type of it, unless 
he had, what we may call, sympathized with it, — had 
sympathy in him to bestow on objects. He must have 
been sincere about it too; sincere and sympathetic: 
a man wdlhout worth cannot give you the likeness of 
any object; he dwells in vague outwardness, fallacy 
and trivial hearsay, about all objects. And indeed 
may we not say that intellect altogether expresses 
itself in this power of discerning what an object is? 
Whatsoever of faculty a man's mind may have will 
come out here. Is it even of business, a matter to be 
done? The gifted man is he who sees the essential 
point, and leaves all the rest aside as surplusage : it is 
his faculty too, the man of business's faculty, that he 
discern the true likeness, not the false superficial one, 
of the thing he has got to work in. And how much of 
morality is in the kind of insight we get of anything: 
^Hhe eye seeing in all things xvhat it brought with It 
the faculty of seeing”! To the mean eye all things 
are trivial, as certainly as to the jaundiced they are 
yellow, Raphael, the Painters tell us, is the best 
of all Portrait-painters withal. No most gifted eye 
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can exhaust the significance of any object. In the 
commonest human face there lies more than Raphael 
will take away with him, 

Dante’s painting is not graphic only, brief, true, 
and of a vividness as of fire in dark night ; taken on 
the wider scale, it is everyway noble, and the out- 
come of a great soul. Francesca and her Lover, 
what qualities in that! A thing woven as out of 
rainbows, on a ground of eternal black. A small 
flute-voice of infinite wail speaks there, into our very 
heart of hearts. A touch of w^omanhood in it too; 
she speaks of ^^questa forma '' — so innocent; and how, 
even in the Pit of woe, it is a solace that he '‘will 
never part from her.” Saddest tragedy in these aJti 
guai. And the racking winds, in that aer bruno, whirl 
them away again, forever 1— Strange to think: Dante 
was the friend of this poor Francesca’s father; Fran- 
cesca herself may have sat upon the Poet’s knee, as 
a bright innocent little child. Infinite pity, yet also 
infinite rigour of law: it is so Nature is made; it is so 
Dante discerned that she w^as made. What a paltry 
notion is that of his Divine Comedy's being a poor 
splenetic impotent terrestrial libel ; putting those into 
Hell whom he could not be avenged upon on earth! 
I suppose if ever pity, tender as a mother’s, was in the 
heart of any man, it was in Dante’s. But a man who 
does not know rigour cannot pity either. His very 
pity will be cowardly, egoistic, — sentimentality, or 
little better. I know not in the world an affection 
equal to that of Dante. It is a tenderness, a trem- 
bling, longing, pitying love: like the wail of ^^olean 
harps, soft, soft; like a child’s young heart ;~and then 
that stern, sore-saddened heart! These longings of 
his towards his Beatrice; their meeting together in 
the Paradiso; his gazing in her pure transfigured 
eyes, her that had been purified by death so long, 
separated from him so far: ah, one likens it to the 
song of angels; it is among the purest utterances 
of affection, perhaps the very purest, that ever came 
out of a human soul. 


w. 
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For the intense Dante is intense in all things; 
he has got into the essence of all. His intellectual 
insight, as painter, on occasion too as reasoner, is 
but the result of all other sorts of intensity. Morally 
great, above all, we must call him ; it is the beginning 
of all. His scorn, his grief are as transcendent as his 
love ; — as indeed, what are they but the inverse or 
converse of his love? Dio spiacentii ed a' nemici 
su;, Hateful to God and to the enemies of God”: 
lofty scorn, unappeasable silent reprobation and 
aversion: “AM/z ragionam di lor^ We will not speak 
of them, look only and pass.” Or think of this; 
‘^They have not the hope to die, Eon han speranza 
di morte^ One day, it had risen sternly benign on 
the scathed heart of Dante, that he, wretched, never- 
resting, worn as he was, would full surely die\ “that 
Destiny itself could not doom him not to die.” Such 
words are^ in this man. For rigour, earnestness and 
depth, he is not to be paralleled in the modern world ; 
to seek his parallel we must go into the Hebrew Bible, 
and live with the antique Prophets there. 

I do not agree with much modern criticism, in 
greatly preferring the Inferno to the two other parts 
of the Divine Conimedia* Such preference belongs, 
1 imagine, to our general Byronism of taste, and is 
like to be a transient feeling. The Purgatorto and 
Paradiso, especially the former, one would almost 
say, is even more excellent than it. It is a noble 
thing that Purgatorio, “Mountain of Puriheation ” ; 
an emblem of the noblest conception of that age. 
If Sin is so fatal, and Hell is and must be so rigorous, 
awful, yet in Repentance too is man purified; Re- 
pentance is the grand Christian act It is beautiful 
how Dante works it out The fremolar deW onde, 
that “trembling*' of the ocean-waves, under the first 
pure gleam of morning, dawning afar on the wander- 
ing Two, is as the type of an altered mood. Hope 
has now dawned; never-dying Hope, if in company 
still with heavy sorrow. The obscure sojourn of 
daemons and reprobate is under foot; a soft breathing 
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of penitence mounts higher and higher, to the Throne 
of Mercy itself* Pray for me,'* the denizens of that 
Mount of Pain all say to him. “Tell my Giovanna to 
pray for me,” my daughter Giovanna; “I think her 
mother loves me no more!” They toil painfully up 
by that winding steep, “bent down like corbels” of 
a building, some of them, — crushed together so *Tor 
the sill of pride”; yet nevertheless in years, In ages 
and mons, they shall have reached the top, Heaven's 
gate, and by Mercy been admitted in. The Joy tOd of 
all, when one has prevailed; the whole MotllltaJn 
shakes with joy, and a psalm of praise rises, when one 
soul has perfected repentance, and got its sin and 
misery left behind! I call all this a noble embodiment 
of a true noble thought. 

But indeed the Three compartments mutually 
port one another, are indispensable to one anciwit* 
The ParadisOf a kind of inarticulate musie h 

the redeeming side of the Inferno; the Inferno 
out it were untrue. All three make up the true GhheeSfl 
World, as figured in the Christianity of the MW4ie 
Ages; a thing forever memorable, forever true in the 
psence of it, to all men. It was perhaps delineated 
in no human soul with such depth of veracity as in 
this of Dante's; a man sent to sing it, to keep it long 
memorable. Very notable with what brief simplicity 
he passes out of the every-day reality, into the Invisible 
one; and in the second or third stanza, we find dor- 
selves in the World of Spirits; and dwell m 

among things palpable, indubitable I To Dafite they 
were so; the real world, as it is called, and its fictS, 
was but the threshold to an infinitely higher Pact Of 
a World. At bottom, the one was as prefernututnl 
as the other. Has not each man a soul? He will not 
only be a spmk, but is one. To the earnest Dante it 
is all one visible Fact; he believes i% sees it; 4 tfae 
Poet of it in virtue of that. Sincerity, I say aga^! 
the saving merit, now as always. ^ ^ 

Dante’s Hell, Purgatory, Paradise, are a 
withal, an emblematic representation of hia 
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about this Universe: — some Critic in a future age, 
like those Scandinavian ones the other day, who has 
ceased altogether to think as Dante did, may find this 
too all an “ Allegory, perhaps an idle Allegory! It 
IS a sublime embodiment, our subhmest, of the sou! of 
Christianity* It expresses, as in huge world-wide 
architectural emblems, how the Christian Dante felt 
Good and Evil to be the two polar elements of this 
Creation, on which it all turns; that these two differ 
not by preferability of one to the other, but by incom- 
patibility absolute and infinite ; that the one is excellent 
and high as light and Heaven, the other hideous, black 
as Gehenna and the Pit of Hell! Everlasting Justice, 
yet with Penitence, with everlasting Pity, — all Chris- 
tianism, as Dante and the Middle Ages had it, is em- 
blemed here. Emblemed: and yet, as I urged the 
other day, with what entire truth of purpose; how 
unconscious of any embleming! Hell, Purgatory, 
Paradise: these things were not fashioned as emblems ; 
was there, in our Modern European Mind, any thought 
at all of their being emblems ? Were they not indubit- 
able awful facts ; the whole heart of man taking them 
for practically true, all Nature everywhere confirming 
them ? So is it always in these things. Men do not 
believe an Allegory. The future Critic, whatever his 
new thought may be, who considers this of Dante to 
have been all got up as an Allegory, will commit one 
sore mistake ! — Paganism we recognised as a veracious 
expression of the earnest awe-struck feeling of man 
towards the Universe; veracious, true once, and still 
not without worth for us. But mark here the differ- 
ence of Paganism and Christianism ; one great differ- 
ence. Paganism emblemed chiefiy the Operations of 
Nature; the destinies, efforts, combinations, vicissi- 
tudes of things and men in this world: Christianism 
emblemed the Law of Human Duty, the Moral Law 
of Man. One was for the sensuous nature; a rude 
helpless utterance of the first Thought of men, — the 
chief recognised virtue, Courage, Superiority to Fear. 
The other was not for the sensuous nature, but for 
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the moral. What a progress is here, if in that one 
respect only! — 

And so in this Dante, as we said, had ten silent 
centuries, in a very strange way, found a voice. The 
Divitia Comuiedia is of Dante's writing; yet in truth 
it belongs to ten Christian centuries, only the finishing 
of it is Dante's. So always. The craftsman there, the 
smith with that metal of his, with these tools, with 
these cunning methods, — how little of all he docs is 
properly his work I All past inventive men work there 
with him ; — as indeed with all of us, in all things. 
Dante is the spokesman of the Middle Ages; the 
Thought they lived by stands here, in everlasting music. 
These sublime ideas of his, terrible and beautiful, are 
the fruit of the Christian Meditation of all the good 
men who had gone before him. Precious they; but 
also is not he precious? Much, had not he spoken, 
would have been dumb ; not dead, yet living voice- 
less. 

On the whole, is it not an utterance, this mystic 
Song, at once of one of the greatest human souls, and 
of the highest thing that Europe had hitherto realised 
for itself? Christianism, as Dante sings it, is another 
than Paganism in the rude Norse mind; another than 
'‘Bastard Christianism” half-articulately spoken In the 
Arab Desert, seven hundred years before I — The noblest 
idea made real hitherto among men, is sung, and em- 
blemed forth abidingly, by one of the noblest men. In 
the one sense and in the other, are wq not right glad 
to possess it ? As I calculate, it may last yet for long 
thousands of years. For the thing that is uttered from 
the inmost parts of a man’s soul, differs altogether 
from w^hat is uttered by the outer part. The outer is 
of the day, under the empire of mode; the outer passes 
away, in swdft endless changes; the inmost is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. True souls, in all 
generations of the world, who look on this Dante, will 
hod a brotherhood in him ; the deep sincerity of his 
thoughts, his woes and hopes, will speak likewise to 
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their sincerity; they will feel that this Dante too was 
a brother. Napoleon in Saint- Helena is charmed with 
the genial veracity of old Homer. The oldest Hebrew 
Prophet, under a vesture the most diverse from ours, 
does yet, because he speaks from the heart of man, 
speak to all men’s hearts. It is the one sole secret 
of continuing long memorable. Dante, for depth of 
sincerity, is like an antique Prophet too; his words, 
like theirs, come from his very heart. One need not 
wonder if it were predicted that his Poem might be 
the most enduring thing our Europe has yet made; 
for nothing so endures as a truly spoken word. All 
cathedrals, pontificalities, brass and stone, and outer 
arrangement, never so lasting, are brief in comparison 
to an unfathomable heart-song like this: one feels as 
if it might survive, still of importance to men, when 
these had all sunk into new Irrecognisable combina- 
tions, and had ceased individually to be. Europe has 
made much ; great cities, great empires, encyclopedias, 
creeds, bodies of opinion and practice: but it has made 
little of the class of Dante’s Thought. Homer yet is, 
veritably present face to face with every open soul of 
us; and Greece, where is it ? Desolate for thousands 
of years; away, vanished; a bewildered heap of stones 
and rubbish, the life and existence of it all gone. Like 
a dream; like the dust of King Agamemnon! Greece 
was ; Greece, except in the words it spoke, is not 
The uses of this Dante ? We will not say much 
about his ‘^uses.” A human soul who has once got 
into that primal element of Song, and sung forth fitly 
somewhat therefrom, has worked in the depths of our 
existence; feeding through long times the life-roo/s of 
all excellent human things whatsoever, — in a way that 
‘Hitillties” will not succeed well in calculating! We 
will not estimate the Sun by the quantity of gas-light 
it saves u$; Dante shall be invaluable, or of no value. 
One remark I may make ; the contrast in this respect 
between the Hero-Poet and the Hero-Prophet. In a 
hundred years, Mahomet, as we saw, had his Arabians 
at Grenada and at Delhi: nSI QAom frv 
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yet very much where they were. Shall w^e say, then, 
Dante's effect on the world was small in comparison^? 
Not so: his arena is far more restricted: but also It 
is far nobler, clearer; — perhaps not less but more im- 
portant. Mahomet speaks to great masses of meti,^in 
the coarse dialect adapted to such; a dialect filled with 
inconsistencies, crudities, follies: on the great masses 
alone can he act, and there with good and with evil 
strangely blended. Dante speaks to the noble, the 
pure and great, in all times and places. Neither does 
he grow obsolete, as the other does. Dante burns as 
a pure star, fixed there in the firmament, at w^hich the 
great and the high of all ages kindle themselves: he 
is the possession of all the chosen of the world for un- 
counted time. Dante, one calculates, may long survive 
Mahomet* In this way the balance may be made 
straight again. 

But, at any rate, it is not by what is called their 
effect on the world, by what we can judge of their effect 
there, that a man and his work are measured. Effect? 
Influence? Utility? Let a man do his work; the fruit 
of it is the care of Another than he. It will grow^ its 
own fruit; and whether embodied in Caliph Thrones 
and Arabian Conquests, so that it “fills ail Morning 
and Evening Newspapers,” and all Histories, which 
are a kind of distilled New^spapers; or not embodied 
so at all; — what matters that? That is not the real 
fruit of it ! The Arabian Caliph, in so far only as he 
did something, was something. If the great Cause of 
Man, and Man’s work in God’s Earth, got no further- 
ance from the Arabian Caliph, then no matter how 
many scimetars he drew, how many gold piastres 
pocketed, and what uproar and blaring he made in 
this world,— Ae was but a loud -sounding inanity and 
futility; at bottom, he was not at all. Let us honour 
the great empire of S deuce, once more! Ah yes, the 
boundless treasury which we do not jingle in our 
pockets, or count up and present before men. It is 
perhaps, of all things, the usefulest for each of us to 
do, in these loud times. 
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As Dante, the Italian man, was sent into our world 
to embody musically the Religion of the Middle Ages, 
the Religion of our Modern Europe, its Inner Life; so 
Shakspeare, we may say, embodies for us the Outer 
Life of^ our Europe as developed then, its chivalries, 
courtesies, humours, ambitions, what practical way of 
thinking, acting, looking at the world, men then had. 
As in Homer \ve may still construe Old Greece; so in 
Shakspeare and Dante, after thousands of years, what 
our Modern Europe was, in Faith and in Practice, will 
still be legible. Dante has given us the Faith or sou! ; 
Shakspeare, in a not less noble way, has given us the 
Practice or body. This latter also we were to have : 
a man was sent for it, the man Shakspeare. J ust when 
that chivalry-way of life had reached its last finish, and 
was on the point of breaking down into slow or swift 
dissolution, as we now see it everywhere, this other 
sovereign Poet, with his seeing eye, with his perennial 
singing voice, was sent to take note of it, to give long- 
enduring record of it Two fit men : Dante, deep, fierce 
as the central fire of the world; Shakspeare, wide, 
placid, far-seeing, as the Sun, the upper light of the 
world. Italy produced the one world-voice ; we English 
had the honour of producing the other. 

^ Curious enough how, as it were by mere accident, 
this man came to us. I think always, so great, quiet, 
complete and self-sufficing is this Shakspeare, had the 
Warwickshire Squire not prosecuted him for deer- 
stealing, we had perhaps never heard of him as a 
Poet ! The woods and skies, the rustic Life of Man 
in Stiatford there, had been enough for this man! 
But indeed that strange outbudding of our whole 
English Existence, which we call the Elizabethan 
Era, did not it too come as of its own accord ? The 
^‘Tree IgdrasiF* buds and withers by its own laws,— 
too deep for our scanning. Yet it does bud and wither 
and every hough and leaf of it is there, by fixed eternal 
laws; not a Sir Thomas Lucy but comes at the hour 
nt for him. Curious, I say, and not sufficiently con- 
sidered: how every thing does cooperate with all; not 
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a leaf rotting on the highway but is indissoluble portion 
of solar and stellar systems ; no thought, word or act 
of man but has sprung withal out of all men, and works 
sooner or later, recognisably or irrecognisably, on alt 
men! It is all a Tree: circulation of sap and influ- 
ences, mutual communication of every minutest leaf 
with the lowest talon of a root, with every other 
greatest and minutest portion of the whole.^ The Tree 
Igdrasil, that has its roots down in the Kingdoms of 
Heia and Death, and whose boughs overspread the 
highest Heaven! — 

In some sense it may be said that this glorious 
Elizabethan Era with its Shakspeare, as the outcome 
and flowerage of all which had preceded it, is itself 
attributable \o the Catholicism of the Middle Ages. 
The Christian Faith, which was the theme of Dante’s 
Song, had produced this Practical Life which Shak- 
speare was to sing. For Religion then, as it now and 
always is, was the soul of Practice; the primary vital 
fact in men’s life. And remark here, as rather curious, 
that Middle-Age Catholicism was abolished, so far as 
Acts of Parliament could abolish it, before Shakspeare, 
the noblest product of it, made his appearance. He 
did make his appearance nevertheless. Nature at her 
own ame, with Catholicism or 'what else might be 
necess&ry, sent him forth; taking small thought of 
Acts of Parliament. King Henrys, Queen Elizabeths 
go their V my; and Nature too goes hers. Acts of Par- 
liament, on the whole, are small, notwithstanding the 
noise they make. What Act of Parliament, debate at 
St Stephen’s, on the hustings or elsewhere, was it that 
brought this Shakspeare into being? No dining at 
Freemasons’ Tavern, opening subscription-lists, selling 
of shares, and infinite other jangling and true or false 
endeavouring ! This Elizabethan Era, and all its 
nobleness and blessedness, came without proclama- 
tion, preparation of ours. Priceless Shakspeare was 
the free gift of Nature; given altogether silently; — 
received altogether silently, as if it had been a thing 
of little account. And yet, very literally, it is a 
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priceless thing. One should look at that side of 
matters too. 

Of this Shakspeare of ours, perhaps the opinion 
one sometimes hears a little idolatrously expressed is, 
in fact, the right one; I think the best judgment not 
of this country only, but of Europe at large, is slowly 
pointing to the conclusion, That Shakspeare is the 
chief of all Poets hitherto; the greatest intellect who, 
in our recorded world, has left record of himself in 
the way of Literature. On the whole, I know not 
such a power of vision, faculty of thought, if we take 
all the characters of it, in any other man. Such a 
calmness of depth, placid joyous strength ; all things 
imaged In that great soul of his so true and clear, as in 
a tranquil unfathomable sea I It has been said, that 
in the constructing of Shakspeare’s Dramas there is, 
apart from all other ‘^faculties’' as they are called, an 
understanding manifested, equal to that in Bacon’s 
Novum Organiim. That is true; and it is not a truth 
that strikes ever}^ one. It would become more appa- 
rent if we tried, any of us for himself, how, out of 
Shakspearc’s dramatic materials, we could fashion 
such a result! The built house seems all so fit, — 
every way as it should be, as if it came there by its 
own law and the nature of things ; we forget the 
rude disorderly quarry it was shaped from. The very 
perfection of the house, as if Nature herself had made 
it, hides the builder’s merit. Perfect, more perfect 
than any other man, we may call Shakspeare in this: 
he discerns, knows as by instinct, what condition he 
works undp, what his materials are, what his own 
force and its relation to them is. It is not a traiisi- 
tory glance of Insight that will suffice ; it is deliberate 
illumination of the whole matter; it is a calmly seeing 
eye; a great intellect, in short. How a man, of some 
wide thing that he has witnessed, will construct a nar- 
rative, what kind of picture and delineation he will 
give of it, —is the best measure you could get of what 
intellect is In the man. Which circumstance is vital 
and shall stand prominent; which unessential, fit to 
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be suppressed; where is the true beginning, the true 
seauence and ending ? To find out this, you task the 
whole force of insight that is in the man. He must 
understand the thing; according to the depth of his 
understanding, will the fitness of his answer be. You 
will try him so, Does like join itself to like; the 
spirit of method stir in that confusion, so that its em- 
broilment becomes order? Can the man say, F/ri/ lux, 
and out of chaos make a world ? Precisely as there 
is light in himself, will he accomplish this. 

Or indeed we may say again, it is in what 1 called 
Portrait-painting, delineating of men and things, 
especially of men, that Shakspeare is great All the 
greatness of the man comes out decisively here. It is 
unexampled, I think, that calm creative perspicacity 
of Shakspeare. The thing he looks at reveals not this 
or that face of it, but its inmost heart and generic 
secret: it dissolves itself as in light before him, so that 
he discerns the perfect structure of it. Creative, we 
said: poetic creation, what is this too but seeing the 
thing sufficiently? The word that will describe the 
thing follows, of itself, from such clear intense sight 
of the thing. And is not Shakspeare’s morality, his 
valour, candour, tolerance, truthfulness; his whole 
victorious strength and greatness, which can triumph 
over such obstructions, visible there too? Great as 
the world! No tunsted, poor convex-concave mirror, 
reflecting all objects with its own convexities and 
concavities; a perfectly mirror; — that is to say 
withal, if we will understand it, a man justly related 
to ail things and men, a good man. It is truly a lordly 
spectacle how this great soul takes in all kinds of 
men and objects, a Falstaff, an Othello, a Juliet, a 
Coriolanus; sets them all foilh to us in their round 
completeness; loving, just, the equal brother of all 
Novum Orgamim, and all the intellect you will find 
in Bacon, is of a quite secondary order; earthly, 
material, poor in comparison with this. Among 
modern men, one finds, in strictness, almost nothing 
of the same rank, Goethe alone, since the days of 
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Shakspeare, reminds me of it. Of him too you say 
that he saw the object; you may say what he himself 
says of Shakspeare; “His characters are like watches 
with dial-plates of transparent crystal ; they shew you 
the hour like others, and the inward mechanism also 
is ail visible.” 

The seeing eye 1 It is this that discloses the inner 
harmony of things; what Nature meant, what musical 
idea Nature has wrapped up m these often rough em- 
bodiments. Something she did mean. To the seeing 
eye that something were discernible. Are they base, 
miserable things ? You can laugh over them, you can 
weep over them; you can in some way or other 
genially relate yourself to them; — you can, at lowest, 
hold your peace about them, turn away your own and 
others’ face from them, till the hour come for prac- 
tically exterminating and extinguishing them ! At 
bottom, It is the Poet’s first gift, as it is all men’s, 
that he have intellect enough. He will be a Poet if 
he have: a Poet in word; or failing that, perhaps still 
better, a Poet in act. Whether he write at all ; and 
if so, whether in prose or in verse, will depend on 
accidents: who knows on what extremely trivial ac- 
cidents, — perhaps on his having had a singing-master, 
on his being taught to sing in his boyhood ! But the 
faculty which enables him to discern the inner heart 
of things, and the harmony that dwells there (for 
whatsoever exists has a harmony in the heart of it, 
or it would not hold together and exist), is not the 
result of habits or accidents, but the gift of Nature 
herself ; the primary outfit for a Heroic Man in what 
sort soever. To the Poet, as to every other, we say 
Brst of all, See, If you cannot do that, it is of no use 
to keep stringing rhymes together, jingling sensibilities 
against each other, and name yourself a Poet; there 
is no hope for you. If you can, there is, in prose or 
verse, in action or speculation, all manner of hope. 
The crabbed old Schoolmaster used to ask, when they 
brought him a new pupil, “But are ye sure he’s fwt a 
dunceV^ Whv. reallv nnp. miahf ci«!^ 
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in regard to every man proposed for whatsoever func- 
tion;' and consider it as the one inquiry needful: Are 
ye sure he’s not a dunce ? There is, in this world, no 
other entirely fatal person. 

For, in fact, I say the degree of vision that dwells 
in a man is a correct measure of the man. If called 
to define Shakspeare’s faculty, I should say superiority 
of Intellect, and think I had included all under that 
What indeed are faculties? We talk of faculties as if 
they were distinct, things separable ; as if a man had 
intellect, imagination, fancy, &c., as he has hands, feet 
and arms. That is a capital error. Then again, we 
hear of a man’s ‘‘ intellectual nature,” and of his 
“ moral nature,” as if these again were divisible, and 
existed apart. Necessities of language do indeed 
require us so to speak ; we must speak, 1 am aware, 
in that way, if we are to speak at all. But words 
ought not to harden into things for us. It seems 
to me, our apprehension of this matter is, for most 
part, radically falsified thereby. We ought to know 
withal, and to keep forever in mind, that these 
divisions are at bottom but names; that man’s 
spiritual nature, the vital Force which dwells in 
him, is essentially one and indivisible; that what 
we call imagination, fancy, understanding, and so 
forth, are but different figures of the same Power 
of Insight, ail indissolubly connected with each other, 
physiognomicaily related; that If we knew one of them, 
we might know all of them. Morality itself, what we 
call the moral quality of a man, what is this but an- 
other side of the one vital Force whereby he is and 
works? All that a man does is physiognomical of 
him. You may see how a man would fight, by the 
way in which he sings; his courage, or want of 
courage, is visible in the word he utters, in the opinion 
he has formed, no less than in the stroke he strikes^ 
He is one; and preaches the same Sell abroad in all 
these ways. 

Without hands a man might have feet, and cquM 
still walk: but, consider it, without morality, intellect 
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were impossible for him, he could oot know any- 
thing at ail! To know a thing, what we can call 
knowing, a man must first love the thing, sympa- 
thize with it: that is, be virtuously related to it. 
If he have not the justice to put down his own 
selfishness at every turn, the courage to stand by the 
dangerous-true at every turn, how shall he know? 
His virtues, ail of them, will lie recorded m his know- 
ledge. Nature with her truth remains to the bad, the 
selfish and the pusillanimous, forever a sealed book: 
what such can know of Nature is mean, superficial, 
small; for the uses of the day merely.— But does not 
the very Fox know something of Nature? Exactly 
so: it knows where the geese lodge! The human 
Reynard, very frequent everywhere in the world, what 
more does he know but this and the like of this? 
Nay, it should be considered too, that if the Fox had 
not a certain vulpine morality, he could not even know 
where the geese were, or get at the geese I If he spent 
his time in splenetic atrabiliar reflections on his own 
misery, his ill usage by Nature, Fortune and other 
Poxes, and so forth; and had not courage, prompti- 
tude, practicality, and other suitable vulpine gifts and 
graces, he would catch no geese. We may say of the 
Fox too, that his morality and insight arc of the same 
dimensions; different faces of the same internal unity 
of vulpine life!— These things are worth stating, for 
the contrary of them acts with manifold very baleful 
perversion, in this time: what limitations, modifications 
they require, your own candour will supply. 

If I say, therefore, that Shakspearc is the greatest 
of Intellects, I have said all about him. But there is 
more in Shakspeare’s intellect than we have yet seen. 
It is what I call an unconsciou^s intellect; there is more 
virtue in it than he himself is aware of. Novalls beau- 
tifully remarks of him, that those Dramas of his are 
Products of Nature too, deep as Nature herself. I find 
a great truth in this saying. Shakspeare's Art is not 
Artifice; the noblest worth of it is not there by plan or 
precontrivance. It grows up from the deeps of Nature, 
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through this noble sincere soul, who is a voice of 
Nature. The latest generations of men will find new 
meanings in Shakspeare, new elucidations of their own 
human being; “new harmonies with the infinite struc- 
ture of the Universe; concurrences with later ideas, 
affinities with the higher powers and senses of man.” 
This well deserves meditating. It is Nature’s highest 
reward to a true simple great soul, that he get thus 
to be a part of herself Such a man’s ■works, whatso- 
ever he wfith utmost conscious exertion and forethought 
shall accomplish, grow up withal //consciously, from 
the unknown deeps in him; — as the oak-tree grows 
from the Earth’s bosom, as the mountains and waters 
shape themselves; with a symmetry grounded on Na- 
ture’s own laws, conformable to all Truth whatsoever. 
How much in Shakspeare lies hid; his sorrows, his 
silent struggles known to himself ; much that was not 
known at all, not speakable at all: like roofs, like sap 
and forces working underground! Speech is gi^eat; 
but Silence is greater. 

Withal the joyful tranquillity of this man is notable. 
I will not blame Dante for his misery: it is as battle 
without victoi’y ; but true battle, — the first, indispens- 
able thing. Yet I call Shakspeare greater than Dante, 
in that he fought truly, and did conquer. Doubt it not, 
he had his own sorrows: those Sonnets of his will even 
testify expressly in what deep waters he had waded, 
and swum struggling for his life;— as what man 
like him ever had not to do? It seems to me a 
heedless notion, our common one, that he sat like 
a bird on the bough ; and sang forth, free and offhand, 
never knowing the troubles of other men. Not so; 
with no man is it so. How could a man travel forward 
from rustic deer-poaching to such tragedy-writing, and 
not fall in with sorrows by the way? Or, still better, 
how could a man delineate a Hamlet, a Coriolanus, a 
Macbeth, so many suffering heroic hearts, if his own 
heroic heart had never suffered ? — And now, in con- 
trast with all this, observe his mirthfulness, his genuine 
overflowing love of laughter! You would say, in no 
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point does he exaggerate but only in laughter. Fiery 
objurgations, words that pierce and burn, are to be 
found in Shakspeare: yet he is always in measure 
here; never what Johnson would remark as a 
specially ‘‘good hater.'’ But his laughter seems to 
pour from him in floods; he heaps all manner of 
ridiculous nicknames on the butt, tumbles and tosses 
him in all sorts of horse-play; you would say, roars 
and laughs. And then, if not always the finest, it is 
always a genial laughter. Not at mere weakness, at 
misery or poverty; never. No man who can laugh, 
what we call laughing, will laugh at these things. It 
is some poor character only destring to laugh, and 
have the credit of wit, that does so. Laughter means 
sympathy; good laughter is not “the crackling of 
thorns under the pot.” Even at stupidity and pre- 
tension this Shakspeare does not laugh otherwise 
than genially, Dogberry and Verges tickle our very 
hearts ; and we dismiss them covered with explosions 
of laughter: but we like the poor fellows only the 
better for our laughing ; and hope that they will get 
on well there, and continue Presidents of the Qity- 
watch. Such laughter, like sunshine on the deep sea, 
is very beautiful to me. 

We have no room to speak of Shakspeare's indi- 
vidual works; though perhaps there is much still 
waiting to be said on that head. Had we, for in- 
stance, all his Plays reviewed as Hamlet, in Wilhelm 
Meisier, is I A thing which might, one day, be done. 
August Wilhelm Schlegel has a remark on his His- 
tonca! Plays, Henry Fifth and the others, which is 
worth remembering. He calls them a kind of National 
Epic. Marlborough, you recollect, said, he knew no 
English History but what he had learned from Shak- 
speare. There are really, if we look to it, few as 
memorable Histones. The great salient points are 
admirably seized; all rounds itself off, into a kind of 
rhythmic coherence: it is, as Schlegel says, epic;~~-m 
indeed all delineation by a great thinker will be. There 
are right beautiful things in those Pieces, which indeed 
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together form one beautiful thing. That battle of 
Agincourt strikes me as one of the most perfect things, 
in its sort, we anywhere have of Shakspeare's. ^ The 
description of the two hosts : the worn-out, jaded 
English; the dread hour, big with destiny, when the 
battle shall begin; and then that deathless valour: 

good yeomen, whose limbs were made m Eng- 
land!^” There is a noble Patriotism in it,— far other 
than the ‘‘indifference” you sometimes hear ascribed 
to Shakspeare. A true English heart breathes, calm 
and strong, through the whole business; not boisterous, 
protrusive; all the better for that. There is a sound 
in it like the ring of steel. This man too had a right 
stroke in him, had it come to that ! 

But I will say, of Shakspcarc’s works generally, that 
we have no full impress of him there; even as full as 
we have of many men. His works arc so many win- 
dows, through which we see a glimpse of the world 
that w-as in him. All his works seem, comparatively 
speaking, cursory, imperfect, written under cramping 
circumstances; giving only here and there a note of 
the full utterance of the man. Passages there are 
that come upon you like splendour out of Heaven ; 
bursts of radiance, illuminating tiie very heart of the 
thing: you say, “That is fruc^ spoken once and for- 
ever; wheresoever and whensoever there is an open 
human soul, that will be recognised as true ! ” Such 
bursts, however, make us feel that the surrounding 
matter is not radiant; that it is, in part, temporary, 
conventional. Alas, Shakspeare had to write for the 
Globe Play-house: his great soul had to crush itself, 
as it could, into that and no other mould. It was with 
him, then, as it is with us all. No man works save 
under conditions. The sculptor cannot set his own 
free Thought before us; but his Thought as he could 
translate it into the stone that was given, with the 
tools that were given. Disjecta membra are all that 
we find of any Poet, or of any man. 

Whoever looks intelligently at this Shakspeare may 
recognise that he too was a Prophet^ in his way; of an 

w. 8 
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insight analogous to the Prophetic, though he took it 
up in another strain. Nature seemed to this man also 
divine; lo^speakable, deep as Tophet, high as Heaven: 
‘‘We are such stuff as Dreams are made of!” That 
scroll in Westminster Abbey, which few read with 
understanding, is of the depth of any Seer. But the 
man sang; did not preach, except musically. We 
called Dante the melodious Priest of Middle-Age 
Catholicism. May vie not call Shakspeare the still 
more melodious Priest of a true Catholicism, the 
“Universal Church” of the Future and of all times? 
No narrow superstition, harsh asceticism, intolerance, 
fanatical fierceness or perversion : a Revelation, so far 
as it goes, that such a thousandfold hidden beauty and 
divineness dwells in ail Nature; which let all men wor- 
ship as they can 1 We may say without offence, that 
there rises a kind of universal Psalm out of this Shak- 
speare too; not unfit to make itself heard among the 
still more sacred Psalms. Not in disharmony with 
these, if we understood them, but in unison! — I 
cannot cal! this Shakspeare a “Sceptic,” as some do; 
his indifference to the creeds and theological quarrels 
of his time misleading them. No : neither unpatriotic, 
though he says little about his Patriotism ; nor sceptic, 
though he says little about his Faith. Such “indiffer- 
ence” was the fruit of his greatness withal: his whole 
heart was in his own grand sphere of worship (we may 
call it such) : these other controversies, vitally impor- 
tant to other men, were not vital to him. 

But call it worship, call it what you will, is it not a 
right glorious thing, and set of things, this that Shak- 
speare has brought us ? For myself, I feel that there 
is actually a kind of sacredness In the fact of such a 
man being sent into this Earth. Is he not an eye to 
us ail; a blessed heaven-sent Bringer of Light? — And, 
at bottom, was it not perhaps far better that this 
Shakspeare, every way an unconscious man, was con- 
scious of no Heavenly message? He did not feel, 
like Mahomet, because he saw into those internal 
Splendours, that he specially was the “Prophet of 
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God” : I ask, was he not greater than Mahomet in that? 
Greater; and also, if we compute strictly, as we did 
in Dante’s case, more successful. It was intrinsically 
an error that notion of Mahomet’s, of his supreme 
Prophethood : and has come down to us inextricably 
involved in error to this day; dragging along with it 
such a coil of fables, impurities, intolerances, as makes 
it a questionable step for me here and now to say, as 
I have done, that Mahomet was a true Speaker at all, 
and not rather an ambitious charlatan, perversity and 
simulacrum, no Speaker, but a Babbler! Even in 
Arabia, as I compute, Mahomet will have exhausted 
himself and become obsolete, while this Shakspeare, 
this Dante may be still young;- — while this Shakspeare 
may still pretend to be a Priest of Mankind, of Arabia 
as of other places, for unlimited periods to come! 
Compared with any speaker or singer one knows, even 
with iEschykis or Homer, why should he not, for 
veracity and universality, last like them ? He is sin- 
cere as they; reaches deep down like them, to the 
universal and perennial. But as for Mahomet, I think 
it had been better for him not to be so conscious! 
Alas, poor Mahomet; all that he was conscious of 
was a mere error; a futility and triviality, — as indeed 
such ever is. The truly great in him too was the un- 
conscious: that he was a wild Arab lion of the desert, 
and did speak out with that great thunder- voice of his, 
not by words which he thought to be great, but by 
actions, by feelings, by a history which were great! 
His Koran has become a stupid piece of prolix absur- 
dity ; we do not believe, like him, that God wrote that I 
The Great Man here too, as always, is a Force of 
Nature; whatsoever is truly great in him springs up 
from the w^articulate deeps. 

Well; this is our poor Warwickshire Peasant, who 
rose to be Manager of a Playhouse, so that he could 
live without begging; whom the Earl of Southampton 
cast some kind glances on; whom Sir Thomas Lucy, 
many thanks to him, was for sending to the Treadmill ! 





116 ON HEROES, HERO-WORSHIP 


We did not account him a god, like Odin, while he 
dwelt with us; — on which point there were much to be 
said. But I will say rather, or repeat, In spite of the 
sad state Hero-worship now Hes in, consider what this 
Shakspeare has actually become among us* Which 
Englishman we ever made, in this land of ours, which 
million of Englishmen, would we not give up rather 
than the Stratford Peasant? There is no regiment 
of highest Dignitaries that we would sell him for. 
He is the grandest thing we have yet done. For our 
honour among foreign nations, as an ornament to our 
English Household, what item is there that we would 
not surrender rather than him ? Consider now, if 
they asked us, Will you give up your Indian Empire 
or your Shakspeare, you English ; never have had any 
Indian Empire, or never have had any Shakspeare ? 
Really it \vere a grave question. Official persons 
would answer doubtless in official language; but we, 
for our paii: too, should not we be forced to answer: 
Indian Empire, no Indian Empire; we cannot do 
without Shakspeare I Indian Empire will go, at any 
rate, some day; but this Shakspeare does not go, he 
Jasts forever with us; we cannot give up our Shak- 
^ ^'speare! 

Nay, apart from spiritualities ; and considering 
him merely as a real, marketable, tangibly useful pos- 
session. England, before long, this Island of ours, will 
hold hut a small fraction of the English : in America, 
in New Holland, east and west to the very Antipodes, 
there will he a Saxondom covering great spaces of the 
Globe* And now, what is it that can keep all these 
together into virtually one Nation, so that they do not 
fall out and fight, but live at peace, in brotherlike 
intercourse, helping one another? This is justly re- 
garded as the greatest practical problem, the thing all 
manner of sovereignties and governments are here 
to accomplish ; what is it that will accomplish this ? 
Acts of Parliament, administrative prime- ministers 
cannot America is parted from us, so far as Parlia- 
ment could part it. Call it not fantastic, for there is 
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much reality in it; Here, I say, is an English King, 
whom no time or chance, Parliament or combination 
of Parliaments, can dethrone I This King Shakspeare, 
does not he shine, in crowned sovereignty, over us all, 
as the noblest, gentlest, yet strongest of rallylng-signs ; 
wi destructible; really more valuable in that point of 
view, than any other means or appliance \\ hatsoever ? 
We can fancy him as radiant aloft over all the Nations 
of Englishmen, a thousand years hence. From Para- 
matta, from New York, wheresoever, under what sort 
of Parish-Constable soever, English men and women 
are, they will say to one another: ‘‘Yes, this Shak- 
speare is ours; we produced him, we speak and think 
by him; we are of one blood and kind with him/’ 
The most common-sense politician, too, if he pleases, 
may think of that. 

Yes, truly, it is a great thing for a Nation that it 
get an articulate voice; that it produce a man who will 
speak forth melodiously what the heart of it means I 
Italy, for example, poor Italy lies dismembered, scat- 
tered asunder, not appearing in any protocol or treaty 
as a unity at all; yet the noble Italy is actually onei 
Italy produced its Dante; Italy can speak! The Czar 
of all the Russias, he is strong, with so many bayonets, 
Cossacks and cannons; and does a great feat in keep- 
ing such a tract of Earth politically together; but he 
cannot yet speak. Something great in him, but it is 
a dumb greatness. He has had no voice of genius, 
to be heard of all men and times. He must learn to 
speak. He is a great dumb monster hitherto. His 
cannons and Cossacks will all have rusted into non- 
entity, while that Dante’s voice is still audible. The 
Nation that has a Dante is bound together as no dumb 
Russia can be. — We must here end what we had to say 
of the Hero-'Poei* 



LECTURE IV 


[Friday, i$tk AT ay, 1840] 

THE HERO AS PRIEST. LUTHER; REFORMA- 
TION: KNOX; PURITANISM 

Our present discourse is to be of the Great Man as 
Priest. We have repeatedly endeavoured to explain 
that ail sorts of Heroes are intrinsically of the same 
material ; that given a great soul, open to the Divine 
Significance of Life, then there is given a man fit to 
speak of this, to sing of this, to fight and work for 
this, in a great, victorious, enduring manner; there is 
given a Hero, — the outward shape of whom will de- 
pend on the time and the environment he finds himself 
in. The Priest too, as I understand it, is a kind of 
Prophet; in him too there is required to be a light of 
inspiration, as we must name it. He presides over the 
worship of the people; is the Uniter of them with the 
Unseen Holy. He is the spiritual Captain of the people ; 
as the Prophet is their spiritual King with many cap- 
tains : he guides them heavenward, by wise guidance 
through this Earth and its work. The ideal of him is, 
that he too be what we can call a voice from the un- 
seen Heaven; interpreting, even as the Prophet did, 
and in a more familiar manner unfolding the same to 
men. The unseen Heaven, — the ‘‘open secret of the 
Universe,’^ which so few have an eye for! He is 
the Prophet shorn of his more awful splendour; burn- 
ing with mild equable radiance, as the enlightener of 
daily life. This, I say, is the ideal of a Priest. So in 
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old times; so in these, and in all times. One knows 
ver} well that, in reducing ideals to practice, great 
latitude of tolerance is needful; very great. But a 
Priest who is not this at all, who does not any longer 
aim or try to be this, is a character— 'Of whom wc had 
rather not speak in this place. 

Luther and Knox were by express vocation Priests, 
and did faithfully peiform that function in its common 
sense. Yet it will suit us better here to consider them 
chiefly in theii historical character, rather as Reformers 
than Priests. There have been other Priests perhaps 
equally notable, in calmer times, for doing faithfully 
the office of a Leader of Worship; bringing down, by 
faithful heroism in that kind, a light from Heaven into 
the daily life of their people; leading them forward, as 
under God’s guidance, in the way wherein they were to 
go. But when this same way was a rough one, of 
battle, confusion and danger, the spiritual Captain 
who led through that, becomes, especially to us who 
live under the fruit of his leading, more notable than 
any other. He is the warfaring and battling Priest; 
who led his people, not to quiet faithful labour as in 
smooth times, but to faithful valorous conflict, in times 
all violent, dismembered: a more perilous service, 
a more memorable one, be it higher or not. These 
two men we will account our best Priests, inasmuch 
as they were our best Reformers. Nay I may ask, Is 
not every true Reformer, by the nature of him, a Priest 
first of all ? He appeals to Heaven’s invisible justice 
against Earth’s visible force; knows that it, the invi- 
sible, is strong and alone strong. He is a believer in the 
divine truth of things, a seer, seeing through the shows 
of things; a worshipper, in one way or the other, of 
the divine truth of things: a Priest, that is. If he be 
not first a Priest, he will never be good for much as a 
Reformer. 

Thus then, as we have seen Great Men, in various 
situations, building up Religions, heroic Forms of 
human Existence in this world, Theories of Life 
worthy to be sung by a Dante, Practices of Life by 
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a Shakspeare, — we are now to see the reverse process ; 
which also is necessary, which also may be carried on 
in the Heroic manner. Curious how this should be 
necessary: yet necessary it is. The mild shining of the 
Poet’s light has to give place to the fierce lightning 
of the Reformer: unfortunately the Reformer too is 
a personage that cannot fkil in History! The Poet 
indeed, with his mildness, what is he but the product 
and ultimate adjustment of Reform, or Prophecy, with 
its fierceness? No wild Saint Dominies and Thebaid 
Eremites, there had been no melodious Dante; rough 
Practical Endeavour, Scandinavian and other, from 
Odin to Walter Raleigh, from Ulfila to Cranmer, 
enabled Shakspeare to speak. Nay the finished Poet, 

I remark sometimes, is a symptom that his epoch 
itself has reached perfection and is finished; that be- 
fore long there will be a new epoch, new Reformers 
needed. 

Doubtless it were finer, could we go along always 
in the way of music ; be tamed and taught by our 
Poets, as the rude creatures were by their Orpheus 
of old. Or failing this rhythmic musical way, how 
good were it could we get so much as into the equable 
way ; I mean, if peaceable Priests, reforming from day 
to day, would always suffice us! But it is not so; 
even this latter has not yet been realised. Alas, the 
battling Reformer too is, from time to time, a needful 
and inevitalile phenomenon. Obstructions are never 
wanting: the very things that were once indispensable 
furtherances become obstructions ; and need to be 
shaken oif, and left behind us, — a business often of 
enormous difficulty. It is notable enough, surely, how 
a Theorem or spiritual Representation, so we may call 
It, which once took-in the whole Universe, and was 
completely satisfactory in all parts of it to the highly 
discursive acute intellect of Dante, one of the greatest 
in the world,— had in the course of another century 
become dubitable to common intellects; become de- 
niable; and is now, to every one of us, flatly incredible, 
obsolete as Odin^s Theorem! To Dante, human 
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Existence? and God’s ways with men, were all well 
represented by those Malebolgcs, Purgaionos i to 
Luther not well How was this? Why could not 
Dante’s Catholicism continue; but Luther’s^ Protes- 
tantism must needs follow ? Alas, nothing \\ ill 
CO'} tt ^ Q * 

I do not make much of Progress of the Species,” 
as handled in these times of ours; nor do I think you 
would care to hear much about it. The talk on that 
subject is too often of the most extravagant, confused 
sort. Yet I may say, the fact itself seems certain 
enough ; nay we can trace out the inevitable necessity 
of it in the nature of things. Every anan, as I have 
stated somewhere, is not only a learner but a doer: 
he learns with the mind given him what has been; 
but with the same mind he discovers farthea^ he 
invents and desires somewhat of his own. Absolutely 
without originality there is no man. No man whatever 
believes, or can believe, exactly what his grandfather 
believed: he enlarges somewhat, by fresh discovery, 
his view of the Universe, and consequently his 
Theorem of the Universe, — which is an infinite 
Universe, and can never be embraced wholly or 
finally by any view or Theorem, in any conceivable 
enlargement : he enlarges somewhat, I say; finds 
somewhat that was credible to his grandfather in- 
credible to him, false to him, inconsistent with some 
new thing he has discovered or observed. It is the 
history of every man ; and in the history of Mankind 
we see it summed up into great historical amounts, — 
revolutions, new epochs. Dante’s Mountain of Pur- 
gatory does not stand ‘Hn the ocean of the other 
Hemisphere,” when Columbus has once sailed thither! 
Men find no such thing extant in the other Hemi- 
sphere. It is not there. It must cease to be believed 
to be there. So with all beliefs whatsoever in this 
world, — all Systems of Belief, and Systems of Practice 
that spring from these. 

If we add now the melancholy fact that when 
Belief waxes uncertain, Practice too becomes unsound, 
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and errors, injustices and miseries everywhere more 
and more prevail, we shall see material enough for 
revolution. At all turns, a man who will do faithfully, 
needs to believe firmly. If he have to ask at every 
turn the world’s suffrage ; if he cannot dispense with 
the world’s suffrage, and make his own suffrage serve, 
he is a poor eye-servant ; the work committed to him 
will be misdone. Every such man is a daily con- 
tributor to the inevitable downfall. Whatsoever work 
he does, dishonestly, with an eye to the outward look 
of it, is a new offence, parent of new misery to some- 
body or other. Offences accumulate till they become 
insupportable ; and are then violently burst through, 
cleared off as by explosion, Dante’s sublime Catholi- 
cism, incredible now in theory, and defaced still worse 
by faithless, doubting and dishonest practice, has to 
be torn asunder by a Luther; Shakspeare’s noble 
Feudalism, as beautiful as it once looked and was, has 
to end in a French Revolution. The accumulation of 
offences is, as we say, too litcraliy exploded^ blasted 
asunder volcanically; and there are long troublous 
periods, before matters come to a settlement again. 

Surely it were mournful enough to look only at 
this face of the matter, and find in all human opinions 
and arrangements only the fact that they were 
uncertain, temporary, subject to the law of death ! 
At bottom, it is not so : all death, here too, we find, 
is but of the body, not of the essence or soul ; all 
destruction, by violent revolution or howsoever it be, 
is but new creation on a wider scale. Odinism was 
Valour'^ Christianism was Humdity^ a nobler kind of 
Valour. No thought that ever dwelt honestly as true 
in the heart of man but was an honest insight into 
God’s truth on man’s part, and has an essential truth 
in it which endures through all changes, an everlasting 
possession for us all. And, on the other hand, what a 
melancholy notion is that, which has to represent all 
men, in all countries and times except our own, as 
having spent their life in blind condemnable error, mere 
lost Pagans, Scandinavians, Mahometans, only that we 
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might have the true ultimate knowledge I AU genera- 
tions of men were lost and wrong, only that this present 
little section of a generation might be saved and right 
They all marched" forward there, all generations since 
the beginning of the world, like the Russian soldiers 
into the ditch of Schweidnitz Port, only to fill up the 
ditch with their dead bodies, that we might march over 
and take the place ! It is an incredible hypothesis, 

Such incredible hypothesis we have seen maintained 
with fierce emphasis; and this or the other poor in- 
dividual man, with his sect of individual men, marching 
as over the dead bodies of all men, towards sure victOi^: 
but when he too, with his hypothesis and ultimate in- 
fallible credo, sank into the ditch, and became a dead 
body, what was to be said ? — Withal, it is an important 
fact in the nature of man, that he tends to reckon his 
own insight as final, and goes upon it as such* He will 
always do it, I suppose, in one or the other way ; but 
it must be in some wider, wiser way than this. Are 
not all true men that live, or that ever lived, soldiers 
of the same army; enlisted, under Hcaven^s captaincy, 
to do battle against the same enemy, the empire of 
Darkness and Wrong ? Why should we misknow one 
another, fight not against the enemy but against our- 
selves, from mere difference of uniform ? All uniforms 
shall be good, so they hold in them true valiant men. 
All fashions of arms, the Arab turban and swdft scimetafi 
Thor’s strong hammer smiting down J6tuns^ shall be 
welcome. Luther’s battle-voice, Dante’s march- 
melody, all genuine things are with us, not against us. 
We are all under one Captain, soldiers of the same 
host. — Let us now look a little at this Luther’s fighting ; 
what kind of battle it was, and how he comported 
himself in it. Luther too was of our spiritual Heroes; 
a Prophet to his country and time. 

As introductory to the whole, a remark about 
Idolatry will perhaps be in place here* One of 
Mahomet’s characteristics, which indeed belongs to all 
Prophets, is unlimited implacable xeal against Idolatry* 
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It is the grand theme of Prophets: Idolatry, the 
worshipping of dead Idols as the Divinity, is a thing 
they cannot away with, but must denounce con- 
tinually, and brand with inexpiable reprobation ; it is 
the chief of all the sins they see done under the sun. 
This is worth noting. We will not enter here into the 
theological question about Idolatry. Idol is Etdoloih 
a thing seen, a symbol. It is not God, but a Symbol 
of God; and perhaps one may question whether any 
the most benighted mortal ever took it for more than 
a Symbol. I fancy, he did not think that the poor 
image his own hands had made %pas God; but that 
God was emblemed by it, that God was in it some way 
or other. And now in this sense, one may ask, Is 
not all worship whatsoever a worship by Symbols, by 
eidola, or things seen ? Whether seen^ rendered visible 
as an image or picture to the bodily eye; or visible 
only to the inuard eye, to the imagination, to the 
intellect: this makes a superficial, but no substantial 
difference. It is still a Thing Seen, significant of God- 
hood ; an Idol. The most rigorous Puritan has his 
Confession of Faith, and intellectual Representation 
of Divine things, and worships thereby; thereby is 
worship first made possible for him. All creeds, 
liturgies, religious forms, conceptions that fitly Invest 
religious feelings, are in this sense eidola^ things seen. 
All worship whatsoever must proceed by Symbols, by 
Idols:— we may say, all Idolatry is comparative, and 
the worst Idolatry is only more idolatrous. 

Where then lies the evil of it? some fata! evil 
must lie In it, or earnest prophetic men would not on 
all hands so reprobate it. Why is Idolatry so hateful 
to Prophets ? It seems to me as If, in the worship of 
those poor wooden symbols, the thing that had chiefly 
provoked the Prophet, and filled his inmost soul with 
indignation and aversion, was not exactly what sug- 
gested itself to his own thought, and came out of him in 
words to others, as the thing. The rudest heathen that 
worshipped Canopus, or the Caabah Black-Stone, he, 
as we saw, was superior to the horse that worshipped 
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nothing at all ! Nay there was a kind of lasting merit 
in that poor act of his; analogous to what is still 
meritorious in Poets : recognition of a certain endless 
divine beauty and significance in stars and all natural 
objects whatsoever. Why should the Prophet so 
mercilessly condemn him ? The poorest mortal wor- 
shipping his Fetish, while his heart is full of it, may 
be an object of pity, of contempt and avoidance, if you 
will ; but cannot surely be an object of hatred. Let 
his heart he honestly full of it, the whole space of his 
dark narrow mind illuminated thereby; in one word, 
let him entirely believe in his Fetish, — it will then be, 

I should say, if not well with him, yet as well as it can 
readily be made to be, and you will leave him alone, 
unmolested there. 

But here enters the fatal circumstance of Idolatry, 
that, in the era of the Prophets, no man’s mind is any 
longer honestly filled with his Idol, or Symbol, Before 
the Prophet can arise who, seeing through it, knows 
it to be mere wood, many men must have begun dimly 
to doubt that it was little more. Condeninable 
Idolatry is insincere Idolatrj^ Doubt has eaten out 
the heart of it: a human soul is seen clinging spas- 
modically to an Ark of the Covenant, which it half-feels 
now to have become a Phantasm. This is one of the 
balefuiest sights. Souls are no longer filled with their 
Fetish ; but only pretend to be filled, and vrould fain 
make themselves feel that they are filled. ^*You do 
not believe,” said Coleridge; “y^^ believe that 
you believe.” It is the final scene In all kinds of 
Worship and Symbolism ; the sure symptom that 
death is now nigh. It is equivalent to what we call 
Formulism, and Worship of Formulas, in these days 
of ours. No more immoral act can be done by a 
human creature; for it is the beginning of all im- 
morality, or rather it is the impossibility henceforth of 
any morality whatsoever : the innermost moral soul is 
paralysed thereby, cast into fatal magnetic sleep ! 
Men are no longer sincere men. I do not wonder that 
the earnest man denounces this, brands it, prosecutes 
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it with inextinguishable aversion. He and it, all good 
and it, are at death-feud. Blameable Idolatry is Cant, 
and even what one may cal! Sincerc-Cant. Sincere- 
Cant : that is w'orth thinking of ! Every sort of Worship 
ends with this phasis. — I find Luther to have been a 
Breaker of Idols, no less than any other Prophet. The 
w^ooden gods of the Koreish, made of timber and bees’ - 
wax, were not more hateful to Mahomet than Tetzel’s 
Pardons of Sin, made of sheepskin and ink, were to 
Luther. It is the property of every Hero, in every 
time, in every place and situation, that he come back 
to reality ; that he stand upon things, and not shows 
of things. According as he loves, and venerates, arti- 
culately or with deep speechless thought, the awful 
realities of things, so will the hollow shows of things, 
however regular, decorous, accredited by Koreishes 
or Conclaves, be intolerable and detestable to him. 
Protestantism too Is the work of a Prophet: the 
prophet-work of that sixteenth century. The first 
stroke of honest demolition to an ancient thing grown 
false and idolatrous; preparatory afar off to a new 
thing, which shall be true, and authentically divine I — 
At first view it might seem as if Protestantism 
were entirely destructive to this that we call Hero- 
worship, and represent as the basis of all possible good, 
religious or social, for mankind. One often hears it 
said that Protestantism introduced a new era, radically 
different from any the world had ever seen before: 
the era of “ pi'ivate judgment,” as they call it. By this 
revolt against the Pope, every man became his own 
Pope ; and learnt, among other things, that he must 
never trust any Pope, or spiritual Hero-captain, any 
more ! Whereby, is not spiritual union, all hierarchy 
and subordination among men, henceforth an impossi- 
bilitjr? So we hear it said. — ^Now I need not deny 
that Protestantism was a revolt against spiritual 
sovereignties, Popes and much else. Nay I will 
grant that English Puritanism, revolt against earthly 
sovereignties, was the second act of it; that the 
enormous French Revolution itself was the third act, 
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whereby all sovereignties earthly and spiritual were, 
as might seem, abolished or made sure of abolition. 
Protestantism is the grand root from which our whole 
subsequent European History branches out. For the 
spiritual will always body itself forth in the temporal 
history of men ; the spiritual is the beginning of the 
temporal. And now, sure enough, the cry is every- 
where for Liberty and Equalit}^ Independence and so 
forth ; instead of Kings, Ballot-boxes and Electoral 
suffrages : it seems made out that any Hero-sovereign, 
or loyal obedience of men to a man, in things temporal 
or things spiritual, has passed away forever from the 
world. I should despair of the world altogether, if so. 
One of my deepest convictions is, that it is not so. 
Without sovereigns, true sovereigns, temporal and 
spiritual, I see nothing possible but an anarchy ; the 
hatefuiest of things. But I find Protestantism, what- 
ever anarchic democracy it have produced, to be the 
beginning of new genuine sovereignty and order. I 
find it to be a revolt against false sovereigns; the 
painful but indispensable first preparative for true 
sovereigns getting place among us! This is worth 
explaining a little. 

^ Let us remark, therefore, in the first place, that 
this of “private judgment’’ is, at bottom, not a new 
thing in the world, but only new at that epoch of the 
world. There is nothing generically new or peculiar 
in the Reformation; it was a return to Truth and 
Reality in opposition to Falsehood and Semblance, as 
all kinds of Improvement and genuine Teaching are 
and have been. Liberty of private judgment, if we 
will consider it, must at all times have existed in the 
world, Dante had not put out his eyes, or tied shackles 
on himself ; he was at home in that Catholicism of his, 
a free-seeing soul in it,— if many a poor Hogstraten, 
Tetzel and Dr Eck had now become slaves in it. 
Liberty of judgment? No iron chain, or outward 
force of any kind, could ever compel the soul of a man 
to believe or to disbelieve : it is his ovsm indefeasible 
light, that judgment of his ; he will reign, and believe 
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there, by the grace of God alone ! The sorriest so- 
phistical Beliarmine, preaching sightless faith and 
passive obedience, must first, by some kind of con- 
viction ^ have abdicated his right to be convinced. His 
private judgment’’ indicated that, as the advlseablest 
step he could take. The right of private judgment 
will subsist, in full force, wherever true men subsist. 
A true man believes with his whole judgment, with all 
the illumination and discernment that is in him, and 
has always so believed. A false man, only struggling 
to ** believe that he believes,” will naturally manage it 
in some other way. Protestantism said to this latter, 
Woe I and to the former, Well done 1 At bottom, it 
was no new saying ; it w'as a return to all old sayings 
that ever had been said. Be genuine, be sincere : that 
was, once more, the meaning of it. Mahomet believed 
with his whole mind ; Odin with his whole mind, — he, 
and all true Followers of Odinism. They, by their 
private judgment, had ‘‘judged so. 

And now, I venture to assert, that the exercise of 
private judgment, faithfully gone about, does by no 
means necessarily end in selfish independence, isola- 
tion, but rather ends necessarily in the opposite of 
that* It is not honest inquiry that makes anarchy ; 
but it is error, insincerity, half-belief, and untruth that 
makes it. A man protesting against error is on the 
way towards uniting himself with all men that believe 
in truth. There is no comnmnion possible among 
men whu heliev-* (^niy in hearsays. The heart of each 
is lying dead; has no power of sympathy even with 
thunks, - or he would believe theni and not hearsays. 
No sympathy even with things; how much less with 
his fellow-men I He cannot unite with men ; he is an 
anarchic man. Only in a world of sincere men is 
unity possible; — and there, in the long-run. it is as 
good as certain. 

For observe one thing, a thing too often left out of 
view , or rather altogether lost sight of in this contro- 
versy: That it is not necessary a man should himself 
have discovered the truth he is to believe in never 
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SO sincerely. A Great Man, we said, was always 
sincere, as the first condition of him. But a^ man 
need not be great in order to be sincere ; that is not 
the necessity of Nature and all Time, ^ but only of 
certain corrupt unfortunate epochs of Time. A man 
can believe, and make his own, in the most genuine 
way, what he has received from another ; — and with 
boundless gratitude to that other! The ment of 
onginahty is not novelty ; it is sincerity. The believing 
man is the original man ; whatsoever he believes he 
believes it for himself, not for another. Every son of 
Adam can become a sincere man, an original man, in 
this sense; no mortal is doomed to be an insincere 
man. Whole ages, what we call ages of Faith, are 
original,— all men in them, or the most of men in them, 
sincere. These are the great and fruitful ages: every 
worker, in all spheres, is a worker not on semblance but 
on substance ; every work issues in a result : the general 
sum of such work is great; for all of it, as genuine, 
tends towards one goal ; all of it is additive, none 
of it subtractive. There is true union, true kingship, 
loyalty, all true and blessed things, so far as the 
poor Earth can produce blessedness for men. Hero- 
worship? Ah me, that a man be self-subsistent, 
original, true, or what we call it, is surely the farthest 
in the world from indisposing him to reverence and 
believe other men’s truth! It only disposes, neces- 
sitates and invincibly compels him to <ifsbelieve other 
men’s dead formulas, hearsays and untruths. A man 
embraces truth with his eyes open, and because his eyes 
are open : does he need to shut them before he can love 
his Teacher of truth ? He alone can love, with a right 
gratitude and genuine loyalty of soul, the Hero-Teacher 
who has delivered him out of darkness into light. Is 
not such a one a true Hero, and Serpent-queller; 
worthy of all reverence 1 The black monster, False- 
hood, our one enemy in this world, lies prostrate by 
his valour ; it was he that conquered the world for us ! 
— See, accordingly, was not Luther himself reverenced 
as a true Pope, or Spiritual Father, being verily such ? 
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Napoleon, from amid boundless revolt of Sansculottism, 
became a King. Hero-worship never dies, nor can die. 
Loyalty and Sovereignty are everlasting in the world : 
— and there is this in them, that they are grounded 
not on garnitures and semblances, but on realities and 
sincerities. Not by shutting your eyes, your private 
judgment’’; no, but by opening them, and by having 
something to see! Luther’s message was deposition 
and abolition to all false Popes and Potentates, but 
life and strength, though afar off, to new genuine 
ones. 

All this of Liberty and Equality, Electoral Suffrages, 
Independence and so forth, we will take, therefore, to 
be a temporary phenomenon, by no means a final one. 
Though likely to last a long time, with sad enough 
embroilments for us all, we must welcome it, as the 
penalty of sms that are past, the pledge of inestimable 
benefits that are coming. In all ways, it behoved men 
to quit simulacra and return to fact; cost what it 
might, that did behove to be done. With spurious 
Popes, and believers having no private judgment, — 
quacks pretending to command over dupes, — what can 
you do ? Misery and mischief only. You cannot make 
an association out of insincere men ; you cannot build 
an edifice except by plummet and level, — at r/g/if-migles 
to one another! In all this wild revolutionary work, 
from Protestantism downwards, I see the blessedest 
result preparing itself : not abolition of Hero-worship, 
but rather what I would call a whole World of Heroes. 
If Hero mean shicere maiii why may not every one of 
us be a Hero ? A world all sincere, a believing w^orld : 
the like has been; the like will again be, — cannot help 
being. That were the right sort of Worshippers for 
Heroes : never could the truly Better be so reverenced 
as where all were True and Good I — But w^e must hasten 
to Luther and his Life. 

Lather’s birthplace was Eisieben in Saxony; he 
came into the world there on the 10th of November, 
1483. It was an accident that gave this honour to 
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Eisleben. His parents, poor mine-labourers in a vii- 
laoe of that region, named Mohra, had gone to the 
Ersleben Winter-Fair: in the tumult of this scene the 

Frau Luther was taken with travail > found in 

some poor house there, and the boy she bore \\as 
named Martin Luther. Strange enough to reliect 
upon it. This poor Frau Luther, she had gone « ith 
her husband to make her small merchandisings ; per- 
haps to sell the lock of yarn she had been spinning, to 
buy the small winter-necessaries for her narrow hut or 
household: in the whole world, that day,^ there was 
not a more entirely unimportant-looking pair of people 
than this Miner and his Wife. And yet what were 
all Emperors, Popes and Potentates, in comparison ? 
There was born here, once more, a Mighty Man ; whose 
light was to flame as the beacon over long centuries 
and epochs of the world ; the whole^ world and its 
history was waiting for this man. It is strange, it is 
great. It leads us back to another Birth-hour, in a 
still meaner environment. Eighteen Hundred years 
ago, — of which it is fit that we say nothing, that 
we think only in silence; for what words are there! 
The Age of Miracles past? The Age of Miracles is 
forever here! — 

I find it altogether suitable to LutheFs function in 
this Earth, and doubtless wisely ordered to that end 
by the Providence presiding over him and us and all 
things, that he was born poor, and brought up poor, one 
of the poorest of men. He had to beg, as the school- 
children in those times did; singing for alms and bread, 
from door to door. Hardship, rigorous Necessity was 
the poor boy’s companion ; no man nor no thing w’-ould 
put-on a false face to flatter Martin Luther. Among 
things, not among the shows of things, had he to grow. 
A boy of rude figure, yet with weak health, with his 
large greedy soul, full of all faculty and sensibility, he 
suffered greatly. But it was his task to get acquainted 
with realities^ and keep acquainted with them, at wdiat- 
ever cost; his task was to bring the w^hole world back to 
reality, for it had dwelt too long with semblance! A 
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youth nursed up in wintry whirlwinds, in desolate dark- 
ness and difficulty, that he may step forth at last from 
his stormy Scandinavia, strong as a true man, as a god : 
a Christian Odin, — a right Thor once more, with his 
thunder-hammer, to smite asunder ugly enough Jdtuns 
and Giant-monsters I 

Perhaps the turning incident of his life, we may 
fancy, was that death of his friend Alexis, by lightning, 
at the gate of Erfurt. Luther had struggled up through 
boyhood, better and worse ; displaying in spite of all 
hindrances the largest intellect, eager to learn : his 
father judging doubtless that he might promote himself 
in the world, set him upon the study of Law. This was 
the path to rise; Luther, with little will in it either 
way, had consented; he was now nineteen years of age. 
Alexis and he had been to see the old Luther people at 
Mansfeldt; were got back again near Erfurt, when a 
thunderstorm came on ; the bolt struck Alexis, he fell 
dead at Luther's hand. What is this Life of ours ; — 
gone in a moment, burnt up like a scroll, into the blank 
Eternity ! What are all earthly preferments, Chan- 
celiorships, Kingships? They lie shrunk together — 
there I The Earth has opened on them ; in a moment 
they are not, and Eternity is. Luther, struck to the 
heart, determined to devote himself to God, and God's 
service alone. In spite of all dissuasions from his 
father and others, he became a Monk in the Augustine 
Convent at Erfurt. 

This was probably the first light-point in the history 
of Luther, his purer will now first decisively uttering 
itself ; but, for the present, it was still as one light- 
point in an element all of darkness. He says he was a 
pious monk, ich bin eiti from met Monch gewesen ; 
faithfully, painfully struggling to work out the truth of 
this high act of his; but it was to little purpose. His 
misery had not lessened; had rather, as it were, in- 
creased into infinitude. The drudgeries he had to do, 
as novice in his Convent, ail sorts of slave-work, were 
not his grievance : the deep earnest soul of the man had 
fallen into all manner of black scruples, dubitations ; 



AND THE HEROIC IN HISTORY 133 

he believed himself likely to die soon, and far worse 
than die. One hears with a new interest for poor 
Luther that, at this time, he lived in terror of the 
unspeakable misery ; fancied that he was doomed to 
eternal reprobation. Was it not the humble sincere 
nature of the man ? What was he, that he should be 
raised to Heaven I He that bad known only misery, 
and mean slavery : the news was too blessed to be 
credible. It could not become clear to him how, by 
fasts, vigils, formalities and mass-work, a man’s sou! 
could be saved. He fell into the blackest wretched- 
ness; had to wander staggering as on the verge of 
bottomless Despair. 

It must have been a most blessed discovery, that of 
an old Latin Bible which he found in the Erfurt Library 
about this time. He had never seen the Book before. 
It taught him another lesson than that of fasts and 
vigils. A brother monk too, of pious experience, was 
helpful. Luther learned now that a man was saved 
not by singing masses, but by the infinite grace of God : 
a more credible hypothesis. He gradually got himself 
founded, as on the rock. No wonder he should venerate 
the Bible, which had brought this blessed help to him. 
He prized it as the Word of the Highest must be prized 
by such a man. He determined to hold by that ; as 
through life and to death he firmly did. 

This then is his deliverance from darkness, his 
final triumph over darkness, what we call his con- 
version; for himself the most important of all epochs. 
That he should now grow daily in peace and dear- 
ness; that, unfolding now the great talents and virtues 
implanted in him, he should rise to importance in his 
Convent, in his country, and be found more and more 
useful in all honest business of life, is a natural result. 
He was sent on missions by his Augustine Order, as 
a man of talent and fidelity fit to do their business 
well: the Elector of Saxony, Friedrich, named the 
Wise, a truly wise and just prince, had cast his eye 
on him as a valuable person; made him Professor in 
his new University of Wittenberg, Preacher too at 
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Wittenberg; in both which capacities, as in all duties 
he did, this Luther, in the peaceable sphere of common 
life, was gaining more and more esteem with all good 
men. 

It was in his twenty-seventh year that he first saw 
Rome; being sent thither, as I said, on mission from 
his Convent. Pope Julius the Second, and what was 
going on at Rome, must have filled the mind of Luther 
With amazement. He had come as to the Sacred City, 
throne of God's Highpriest on Earth; and he found 
it — what we know I Many thoughts it must have given 
the man; many which we have no record of, which 
perhaps he did not himself know how to utter. This 
Rome, this scene of false priests, clothed not in the 
beauty of holiness, but in far other vesture, is false : 
but what is it to Luther ? A mean man he, how shall 
he reform a world? That was far from his thoughts. 
A humble, solitary man, why should he at all meddle 
with the world? It was the task of quite higher men 
than he. His business was to guide his own footsteps 
wisely through the world. Let him do his own obscure 
duty in it well; the rest, horrible and dismal as it 
looks, is in God's hand, not in his. 

It is curious to reflect what might have been the 
issue, had Roman Popery happened to pass this 
Luther by; to go on in its great wasteful orbit, and 
not come athwart his little path, and force him to 
assault it! Conceivable enough that, in this case, he 
might have held his peace about the abuses of Rome; 
left Providence, and God on .high, to deal with them! 
A modest quiet man; not prompt he to attack irreve- 
rently persons in authority. His clear task, as I say, 
was to do his own duty; to walk wisely in this w^orld 
of confused wickedness, and save his own soul alive. 
But the Roman High priesthood did come athwart 
him: afar off at Wittenberg he, Luther, could not get 
lived in honesty for it; he remonstrated, resisted, 
came to extremity; was struck at, struck again, and 
so it came to wager of battle between them ! This is 
worth attending tD> in Luther's history. Perhaps no 
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man of so humble, peaceable a disposition ever filled 
the world with contention. We cannot but see that 
he would have loved privacy, quiet diligence in the 
shade; that it was against his will he ever became 
a notoriety. Notoriety: what would that do for him? 
The goal of his march through this world was the 
Infinite Heaven; an indubitable goal for him: in a 
few years, he should either have attained that, or lost 
it forever! We will say nothing at all, ! think, of 
that sorrowfiiiest of theories, of Its being some mean 
shopkeeper grudge, of the Augustine Monk against the 
Dominican, that first kindled the wrath of Luther, 
and produced the Protestant Reformation. We will 
say to the people who maintain it, if indeed any such 
exist now, Get first into the sphere of thought by 
which it is so much as possible to judge of Luther, or 
of any man like Luther, otherwise than distractedly; 
we may then begin arguing with you. 

The Monk Tctzel, sent out carelessly in the way 
of trade, by Leo Tenth, — who merely wanted to raise 
a little mone}^ and for the rest seems to have been 
a Pagan rather than a Christian, so far as he wm 
anything, — arrived at Wittenberg, and drove his scan- 
dalous trade there. Luther’s flock bought Indulgences; 
in the confessional of his Church, people pleaded to 
him that they had already got their sins pardoned. 
Luther, if he would not be found wanting at his own 
post, a false sluggard and coward at the very centre 
of the little space of ground that was his own and no 
other man’s, had to step forth against Indulgences, and 
declare aloud that they were a futility and sorrowful 
mockery, that no man’s sins couid be pardoned by 
them. It was the beginning of the whole Reforma- 
tion. We know how jt went; forward from this first 
public challenge of Tetzel, on the last day of October 
1517, through remonstrance and argument; — spreading 
ever wider, rising ever higher; till it became un- 
quenchable, and enveloped all the world. Luther’s 
heat t s desire was to have this grief and other griefs 
amended; his thought was still far from intisoducing 
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separation in the Church, or revolting against the 
Pope, Father of Christendom. The elegant Pagan 
Pope cared little about this Monk and his doctrines; 
wished, however, to have done with the noise of him : 
in a space of some three years, having tried various 
softer methods, he thought good to end it by fire. 
He dooms the Monk’s writings to be burnt by the 
hangman, and his body to be sent bound to Rome — 
probably for a similar purpose. It was the way they 
had ended with Huss, with Jerome, the century before. 
A short argument, fire. Poor Huss: he came to that 
Constance Council, with all imaginable promises and 
safe-conducts; an earnest, not rebellious kind of man: 
they laid him instantly in a stone dungeon three feet 
wide, six feet high, seven feet long”; burnt the true 
voice out of this world; choked it in smoke and fire. 
That was not well done! 

1, for one, pardon Luther for now altogether 
revolting against the Pope. The elegant Pagan, by 
this fire-decree of his, had kindled into noble just 
wrath the bravest heart then living in this world. 
The bravest, if also one of the humblest, peaceablest; 
it was now kindled. These words of mine, words of 
truth and soberness, aiming faithfully, as human 
inability would allow, to promote God’s truth on 
Earth, and save men’s souls, you, God’s vicegerent on 
earth, answer them by the hangman and fire? You 
will burn me and them, for answer to the God’s- 
message they strove to bring you? are not 

God’s vicegerent; you are another's, 1 think! I take 
your Bull, as an emparchmented Lie, and burn it. 
You will do what you see good next; this is what 
! do.— It was on the tenth of December 1520, three 
years after the beginning of the business, that Luther 
*nvith a great concourse of people,” took this indignant 
step of burning the Pope’s fire-decree in the market- 
place of Wittenberg. Wittenberg looked on ‘Hvith 
shoutings”; the whole wwld was looking on. The 
Pope should not have provoked that “shout!” It was 
the shout of the awakening of nations. The quiet 
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German heart, modest, patient of much, had at length 
got more than it could bear. Formulism, Pagan 
Popism, and other Falsehood and corrupt Semblance 
had ruled long enough: and here once more was a 
man found who durst tell all men that God’s-world 
stood not on semblances but on realities; that Life 
was a truth, and not a lie! 

At bottom, as was said above, we are to consider 
Luther as a Prophet Idol-breaker; a bringer back of 
men to reality. It is the function of great men and 
teachers. Mahomet said, These idols of yours are 
wood ; you put wax and oil on them, the flies stick on 
them: they are not God, I tell you, they are black 
wood! Luther said to the Pope, This thing of yours 
that you call a Pardon of Sins, it is a bit of rag-paper 
with ink It ts nothing else; it, and so much like it, 
is nothing else. God alone can pardon sins. Pope- 
ship, spiritual Fatherhood of God’s Church, is that a 
vain semblance, of cloth and parchment? It is an 
awful fact. God’s Church is not a semblance, Heaven 
and Hell are not semblances. I stand on this, since 
you drive me to it. Standing on this, I a poor German 
Monk am stronger than you all. I stand solitary, 
friendless, one man, on God’s Truth; you with your 
tiaras, triple-hats, with your treasuries and armories, 
thunders spiritual and temporal, stand on the Devil’s 
Lie, and are not so strong! — 

The Diet of Worms, Luther’s appearance there 
on the 17th of April 1521, may be considered as the 
greatest scene in Modern European History; the point, 
indeed, from which the whole subsequent history of 
civilization takes its rise. After multiplied negotia- 
tions, disputations, it had come to this. The young 
Emperor Charles Fifth, with ^ all the Princes of 
Germany, Papal nuncios, dignitaries spiritual and 
temporal, are assembled there: Luther is to appear 
and answer for himself, whether he will recant or 
not. The world’s pomp and power sits there on this 
^nd: on that, stands up for God’s Truth, one man, 
Hans Luther the poor miner’s Son. Friends had 
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reminded him of Huss, advised him not to go; he 
would not be advised. A large company of friends 
rode out to meet him, with still more earnest warn- 
ings; he answered, ‘^Were there as many Devils in 
Worms as there are roof-tiles, 1 would on.” The 
people, on the morrow, as he went to the Hall of the 
Diet, crowded the windows and housetops, some of 
them calling out to him, in solemn words, not to 
recant: ‘‘Whosoever denieth me before men!” they 
cried to him, — as in a kind of solemn petition and 
adjuration. Was it not in reality our petition too, 
the petition of the whole world, lying in dark bondage 
of soul, paralysed under a black spectral Nightmare 
and triple-hatted Chimera, calling itself Father in 
God, and what not : ‘‘ Free us ; it rests with thee ; 
desert us not!” Luther did not desert us. His 
speech, of two hours, distinguished itself by its 
respectful, wise and honest tone; submissive to 
whatsoever could lawfully claim submission, not 
submissive to any more than that. His wnntings, he 
said, were partly his own, partly derived from the 
Word of God. As to what was his own, human 
infirmity entered into it; unguarded anger, blind- 
ness, many things doubtless which it w^'ere a blessing 
for him could he abolish altogether. But as to 
what stood on sound truth and the Word of God, 
he could not recant it. How could he ? “ Confute 

me,” he concluded, “ by proofs of Scripture, or else 
by plain just arguments: I cannot recant otherwise. 
For it is neither safe nor prudent to do aught 
against conscience. Here stand I; I can do no 
other : God assist me I ” — It is, as we say, the 
greatest moment in the Modern History of Men. 
English Puritanism, England and its Parliaments, 
Americas, and vast work these two centuries; French 
Revolution, Europe and its work everywhere at pre- 
sent: the germ of it all lay there: had Luther in that 
moment done other, it had all been otherwise ! The 
European World was asking him: Am I to sink ever 
lower into falsehood, stagnant putrescence, loathsome 
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accursed death; or, with whatever paroxysm, to cast 
the falsehoods out of me, and be cured and live?— 

Great wars, contentions and disunion followed out 
of this Reformation; which last down to our day, and 
are yet far from ended. Great talk and crimination 
has been made about these. They are lamentable, 
undeniable; but after all, what has Luther or his 
cause to do with them? It seems strange reasoning 
to charge the Reformation with all this. ^ When Her- 
cules turned the purifying river into King Augcas’s 
stables, I have no doubt the confusion that resulted 
was considerable all around: but I think it was not 
Hercules’s blame ; it was some other’s blame ! The 
Reformation might bring what results it liked when it 
came, but the "Reformation simply could not help 
coming. To all Popes and Popes’ advocates, expostu- 
lating, lamenting and accusing, the answer of the 
world is: Once for all, your Popehood has become 
untrue. No matter how good it was, how good you 
say it is, we cannot believe it; the light of our whole 
mind, given us to walk by from Heaven above, finds it 
henceforth a thing unbelievable. We will not believe 
it, we will not try to believe it, — we dare not! The 
thing is untrue; we "were traitors against the Giver 
of all Truth, if we durst pretend to think it true. 
Away with it; let whatsoever likes come in the place 
of it: with it we can have no farther trade! — Luther 
and his Protestantism is not responsible for wars; 
the false Simulacra that forced him to protest, they 
are responsible. Luther did what every man that 
God has made has not only the right, but lies under 
the sacred duty, to do: answered a Falsehood when 
it questioned him, Dost thou believe me ? — No ! — At 
what cost soever, without counting of costs, this thing 
behoved to be done. Union, organisation spiritual 
and material, a far nobler than any Popedom or 
Feudalism in their truest days, I never doubt, is 
coming for the world; sure to come. But on Fact 
alone, not on Semblance and Simulacrum, will it be 
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able either to come, or to stand when come. With 
union grounded on falsehood, and ordering us to 
speak and act lies, we will not have anything to do. 
Peace ? A brutal lethargy is peaceable, the noisome 
grave is peaceable. We hope for a living peace, not 
a dead one I 

And yet, in prizing justly the indispensable bless- 
ings of the New, let us not be unjust to the Old. The 
Old was true, if it no longer is. In Dante’s days it 
needed no sophistiy, self-blinding or other dishonesty, 
to get itself reckoned true. It was good then ; nay 
there is in the soul of it a deathless good. The cry 
of ** No Popery,” is foolish enough in these days. The 
speculation that Popery is on the increase, building 
new chapels, and so forth, may pass for one of the 
idlest ever started. Very curious: to count up a few 
Popish chapels, listen to a few Protestant logic- 
choppings, — to much dull-droning drowsy inanity 
that still calls itself Protestant, and say: See, Pro- 
testantism is dead; Popism is more alive than it, will 
be alive after it! — Drowsy inanities, not a few, that call 
themselves Protestant are dead; but Protestantism 
has not died yet, that I hear of! Protestantism, if 
we will look, has in these days produced its Goethe, 
its Napoleon; German Literature and the French 
Revolution; rather considerable signs of life! Nay, 
at bottom, what else is alive but Protestantism? The 
life of most else that one meets is a galvanic one 
merely, — not a pleasant, not a lasting sort of life ! 

Popery can build new chapels ; welcome to do so, 
to all lengths. Popery cannot come back, any more 
than Paganism can, — which also still lingers in some 
countries. But, indeed, it is with these things, as 
with the ebbing of the sea: you look at the waves 
oscillating hither, thither on the beach ; for minutes 
you cannot tell how it is going : look in half an hour 
where it is, — -look in half a century where your Pope- 
hood is ! Alas, would there were no greater danger 
to our Europe than the poor old Pope’s revival! 
Thor may as soon try to revive. — And withal this 
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oscillation has a meaning. The poor old Popehood 
will not die away entirely, as Thor has done, for some 
time yet ; nor ought it. We may say, the Old never 
dies till this happen, Till all the soul of good that was 
in it have got itself transfused into the practical New. 
While a good work remains capable of being done by 
the Romish form ; or, what is inclusive of all, while a 
pious life remains capable of being led by it, just so 
long, if we consider, will this or the other human soul 
adopt it, go about as a living witness of it. So long it 
will obtrude itself on the eye of us who reject it, till 
we in our practice too have appropriated whatsoever 
of truth was in it. Then, but also not till then, it will 
have no charm more for any man. It lasts here for 
a purpose. Let it last as long as it can. — 

Of Luther 1 will add now, in reference to all these 
wars and bloodshed, the noticeable fact that none of 
them began so long as he continued living. The 
controversy did not get to fighting so long as he was 
there. To me it is proof of his greatness in all senses, 
this fact. How seldom do we find a man that has 
stirred up some vast commotion, who does not himself 
perish, swept away in it. Such is the usual course of 
revolutionists. Luther continued, in a good degree, 
sovereign of this greatest revolution ; all Protestants, 
of what rank or function soever, looking much to him 
for guidance : and he held it peaceable, continued 
firm at the centre of it. A man to do this must have 
a kingly faculty: he must have the gift to discern at 
ail turns where the true heart of the matter lies, and 
to plant himself courageously on that, as a strong 
true man, that other true men may rally round him 
there. He will not continue leader of men otherwise. 
Luther^s clear deep force of judgment, his force of all 
sorts, of silence, of tolerance and moderation, among 
others, are very notable in these circumstances. 

Tolerance, I say; a very genuine kind of tolerance; 
he distinguishes what is essential, and what is not; 
the unessential may go as it will. A complaint 
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comes that such and such a Reformed Preacher 
“ will not preach without a cassock.” Well, answers 
Luther, what harm will a cassock do the man ? Let 
him have a cassock to preach in ; let him have three 
cassocks if he find benefit in them 1” His conduct in 
the matter of Karlstadt's wild image-breaking ; of the 
Anabaptists; of the Peasants’ War, shews a noble 
strength, very different from spasmodic violence. 
With sure prompt insight he discriminates what Is 
what: a strong just man speaks forth what is the 
wise course, and all men follow him In that. Luther’s 
written works give similar testimony of him. The 
dialect of these speculations is now grown obsolete for 
,us; but one still reads them with a singular attrac- 
tion, And indeed the mere grammatical diction Is 
still legible enough ; Luther’s merit in literary history 
is of the greatest : his dialect became the language of 
all writing. They are not well written, these four- 
and-twenty quartos of his ; written hastily, with quite 
other than literary objects. But in no Books have 
I found a more robust, genuine, I will say noble 
faculty of a man than in these. A rugged honesty, 
homeliness, simplicity; a rugged sterling sense and 
strength. He flashes out illumination from him ; his 
smiting idiomatic phrases seem to cleave into the very 
secret of the matter. Good humour too, nay tender 
affection, nobleness, and depth : this man could have 
been a Poet too! He had to work an Epic Poem, 
not write one. I call him a great Thinker ; as indeed 
his greatness of heart already betokens that, 

fechter says of Luther’s words, ‘Hiis words are 
half-battles.’' They may be called so. The essential 
quality of him was that he could fight and conquer ; 
that he was a right piece of human Valour. No more 
valiant man, no mortal heart to be called braver^ 
that one has record of, ever lived in that Teutonic 
Kindred, whose character is valour. His defiance of 
the “Devils” in was not a mere boast, as 

the like might be if now spoken. It was a faith of 
Luther’s that there were Devils, spiritual denizens of 
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the Pit, continually besetting men. Many times, in 
his writings, this turns up ; and a most small sneer 
has been grounded on it by some. ^ In the room of the 
Wartburg where he sat translating the Bible, the}?” 
still shew you a black spot on the wall ; the strange 
memorial of one of these conflicts. Luther sat trans- 
lating one of the Psalms; he was worn down with 
long labour, with sickness, abstinence from food : 
there rose before him some hideous indefinable Image, 
which he took for the Evil One, to forbid his work : 
Luther started up, with fiend-defiance ; dung his ink- 
stand at the spectre, and it disappeared ! The spot 
still remains there; a curious monument of several 
things. Any apothecary’s apprentice can now tell us 
what we are to think of this apparition, in a scientific 
sense: but the man’s heart that dare rise defiant, 
face to face, against Hell itself, can give no higher 
proof of fearlessness. The thing he will quail before, 
exists not on this Earth or under it, — Fearless enough I 
They spoke once about his not being at Leipzig, as if 
Duke George had hindered him,” a great enemy of 
his. It was not for Duke George, answered he : No ; 

if I had business at Leipzig, I would go, though it 
rained Duke Georges for nine days running.” 

At the same time, they err greatl}?" who imagine 
that this man’s courage was ferocity, mere coarse 
disobedient obstinacy and savagery, as many do. Far 
from that. There may be an absence of fear which 
arises from the absence of thought or affection, from 
the presence of hatred and stupid fury. We do not 
value the courage of the tiger highly I With Luther 
it was far otherwise ; no accusation could be more 
unjust than this of mere ferocious violence brought 
against him. A most gentle heart withal, full of pity 
and love, as indeed the truly valiant heart ever is. 
The tiger before a stronger foe — ^flies: the tiger is not 
what w^e call valiant, only fierce and cruel." I know 
few things more touching than those soft breathings 
of affection, soft as a child’s or a mother’s, in this 
great wild heart of Luther. So honest, unadulterated 
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with any cant ; homely, rude in their utterance ; pure 
as water welling from the rock. What, in fact, was 
all that downpressed mood of despair and reprobation, 
which we saw in his youth, but the outcome of pre- 
eminent thoughtful gentleness, affections too keen 
and fine? It is the course such men as the poor 
Poet Cowper fall into. Luther, to a slight observer, 
might have seemed a timid, weak man; modesty, 
affectionate shrinking tenderness the chief distinction 
of him. It is a noble valour which is roused in a 
heart like this, once stirred up into defiance ; all 
kindled into a heavenly blaze. 

In Luther’s Table-talk, a posthumous Book of 
anecdotes and sayings collected by his friends, the 
most interesting now of all the Books proceeding from 
him, we have many beautiful unconscious displays of 
the man, and what sort of nature he had. His be- 
haviour at the deathbed of his little Daughter, so still, 
so great and loving, is among the most affecting 
things. He is resigned that his little Margaret 
should die, yet longs inexpressibly that she might 
live; — ^follows, in awestruck thought, the flight of 
her little soul through those unknown realms. Awe- 
struck; most heartfelt, we can see; and sincere, — 
for after all dogmatic creeds and articles, he feels 
what nothing it is that we know, or can know: His 
little Margaret shall be with God, as God wills; for 
Luther too that is ail ; Islam is all. 

Once, he looks out from his solitary Patmos,’* 
the Wartburg, in the middle of the night: The great 
vault of Immensity, long flights of clouds sailing 
through it, — dumb, gaunt, huge,— who supports all 
that? “None ever saw the pillars of it; yet it is 
supported.” God supports it. We must know that 
God is great, that God is good; and trust, where we 
pnnot see. — Returning home from Leipzig once, he 
is struck by the beauty of the harvest-fields: How it 
stands, that golden yellow corn, on its fair taper stem, 
its golden head bent, all rich and waving there,— the 
meek Earth, at God’s kind bidding, has produced it 
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once again; the bread of man! — In the garden at 
Wittenberg one evening at sunset, a little bird has 
perched for the night: That little bird, says Luther, 
above it are the stars and deep Heaven of worlds ; 
yet it has folded its little wings; gone trustfully to 
rest there as in its home: the Maker of it has given 

it too a home! Neither are mirthful turns wanting: 

there is a great free human heart in this man. The 
common speech of him has a rugged nobleness, idio- 
matic, expressive, genuine; gleams here and there with 
beautiful poetic tints. One feels him to be a great 
brother man. His love of Music, indeed, is not this, 
as it were, the summary of all these affections in him? 
Many a wild unutterability he spoke forth from him 
in the tones of his flute. The Devils fled from his 
flute, he says. Death -defiance on the one hand, and 
such love of music on the other: I could cal! these 
the two opposite poles of a great soul ; between these 
two all great things had room. 

Luther’s face is to me expressive of him ; in 
Kranach’s best portraits I find the true Luther. A 
rude, plebeian face ; with its huge crag-like brows 
and bones, the emblem of rugged energy; at first, 
almost a repulsive face. Yet in the eyes especially 
there is a wild silent sorrow; an unnameable melan- 
choly, the element of all gentle and fine affections ; 
giving to the rest the true stamp of nobleness. 
Laughter was in this Luther, as we said; but tears 
also were there. Tears also were appointed him; 
tears and hard toil. The basis of his life was 
Sadness, Earnestness. In his latter days, after all 
triumphs and victories, he expresses himself heartily 
weary of living; he considers that God alone can 
and will regulate the course things are taking, and 
that perhaps the Day of Judgment is not far. As 
for him, he longs for one thing: that God would 
release him from his labour, and let him depart and 
be at rest. They understand little of the man who 
cite this in ^i/xcredit of him!— I will cal! this Luther 
a true Great Man; great in intellect, in courage, 
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affection and integrity; one of our most loveable and 
precious men. Great, not as a hewn obelisk; but as 
an Alpine mountain, — so simple, honest, spontaneous, 
not setting up to be great at all ; there for quite an- 
other purpose than being great! Ah yes, unsiibduable 
granite, piercing far and wide into the Heavens; yet 
in the clefts of it fountains, green beautiful valleys 
with flowers! A right Spiritual Hero and Prophet; 
once more, a true Son of Nature and Fact, for whom 
these centuries, and many that are to come yet, will 
be thankful to Heaven. 

The most interesting phasis which the Reformation 
anywhere assumes, especially for us English, is that of 
Puritanism, In Luther’s own country, Protestantism 
soon dwindled into a rather barren affair: not a re- 
ligion or faith, but rather now a theological jangling 
of argument, the proper seat of it not the heart; the 
essence of it sceptical contention; which indeed has 
jangled more and more, down to Voltairism itself, — 
through Gustavus- Adolphus contentions onward to 
French- Revolution ones! But in our Island there 
arose a Puritanism, which even got itself established 
as a Presbyterianism and National Church among 
the Scotch; which came forth as a real business 
of the heart; and has produced in the world very 
notable fruit. In some senses, one may say it is the 
only phasis of Protestantism that ever got to the rank 
of being a Faith, a true heart-communication with 
Heaven, and of exhibiting itself in History as such. 
We must spare a few words for Knox; himself a 
brave and remarkable man; but still more important 
as Chief Priest and Founder, which one may consider 
him to be, of the Faith that became Scotland’s, New 
England’s, Oliver Cromwell’s. History will have some- 
thing to say about this, for some time to come! 

We may censure Puritanism as we pleas«e; and 
no one of us, I suppose, but would find it a very 
rough defective thing. But we, and all men, may 
understand that it was a genuine thing; for Nature 
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has adopted it, and it has grown, and grows. ^ I say 
somelinies, that al! goes by wager of battle in this 
world; that strength, well understood, is the measure 
of ail worth. Give a thing time; if it can succeed, it 
is a right thing. Look now at American Saxoodom ; 
and aAhat little Fact of the sailing of the Mayflower, 
two hundred years ago, from Delft Haven in Holland! 
Were we of open sense as the Greeks were, we had 
found a Poem here ; one of Nature’s own Poems, 
such as she wTites in broad facts over great continents. 
For it was properly the beginning of America: there 
were straggling settlers in America before, some ma- 
terial as of a body -was there; but the soul of it was 
first this. These poor men, driven out of their owm 
country, not able w^eil to live in Holland, determine on 
settling in the New World. Black untamed forests are 
there, and wdld savage creatures; but not so cruel 
as Star-chamber hangmen. They thought the Earth 
would yield them food, if they tilled honestly; the ever- 
lasting Heaven would stretch, there too, overhead ; 
they should be left in peace, to prepare for Eternity 
by living well in this w'orld of Time; worshipping in 
what they thought the true, not the idolatrous way. 
They dubbed their small means together; hired a 
ship, the little ship Mayflower, and made ready to set 
sail. In Neale's History of the Puritans is an account 
of the ceremony of their departure: solemnity, we 
might call it rather, for it was a real act of worship. 
Their minister went down with them to the beach, 
and their brethren whom they were to leave behind; 
all joined in solemn prayer (the Prayer too is given), 
That God would have pity on His poor children, and 
go with them into that waste wilderness, for He also 
had made that, He was there also as well as here. — 
Hah! These men, I think, had a work! The weak 
thing, weaker than a child, becomes strong one day, If 
it be a true thing, Puritanism was only despicable, 
laughable then ; but nobody can manage to laugh at 
it now. Puritanism has got weapons and sinews ; It 
has fire-arms, war-navies; it has cunning in its ten 
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fingers, strength in its right arm: it can steer ships, 
fell forests, remove mountains; — it is one of the 
strongest things under this sun at present! 

In the history of Scotland too, I can find properly 
but one epoch: we may say, it contains nothing of 
world-interest at all but this Reformation by Knox. 
A poor barren country, full of continual broils, dis- 
sensions, massacrings ; a people in the last state of 
rudeness and destitution, little better perhaps than 
Ireland at this day. Hungry fierce barons, not so 
much as able to form any arrangement with each 
other how to divide what they fleeced from these poor 
drudges; but obliged, as the Columbian Republics are 
at this day, to make of every alteration a revolution; 
no way of changing a ministry but by hanging the old 
ministers on gibbets: this is a historical spectacle of 
no very singular significance ! Bravery ” enough, 
I doubt not; fierce fighting in abundance: but not 
braver or fiercer than that of their old Scandinavian 
Sea-king ancestors; whose exploits we have not found 
worth dwelling on! It is a country as yet without a 
soul; nothing developed in it but what is rude, ex- 
ternal, semi-animal. And now at the Reformation, 
the internal life is kindled, as it -were, under the ribs 
of this outward material death. A cause, the noblest 
of causes kindles itself, like a beacon set on high ; 
high as Heaven, yet attainable from Earth; — whereby 
the meanest man becomes not a Citizen only, but a 
Member of Christ's visible Church; a veritable Hero, 
if he prove a true man I 

Well; this is what I mean by a whole ^‘nation of 
heroes"; a believing nation. There needs not a great 
soul to make a hero; there needs a god-created soul 
which will be true to its origin ; that will be a great 
soul! The like has been seen, we find. The like 
will be again seen, under wider forms than the Pres- 
byterian : there can be no lasting good done till then. 
— Impossible! say some. Possible? Had it not been, 
in this world, as a practised fact? Did Hero-worship 
fail in Knox's case? Or are we made of other clay 
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now? Did the Westminster Confession of Faith add 
some new property to the soul of man? God made 
the sou! of man. He did not doom any sou! of man 
to live as a Hypothesis and Hearsay, in a world 
filled with such, and with the fatal work and fruit 
of such ! 

But to return: This that Knox did for his Nation, 
I say, we may really call a resurrection as from death. 
It was not a smooth business; but it was welcome 
surely, and cheap at that price, had it been far 
rougher. On the whole, cheap at any price; — as 
life is. The people began to live : they needed first 
of all to do that, at what cost and costs soever. 
Scotch Literature and Thought, Scotch Industry; 
James Watt, David Hume, Walter Scott, Robert 
Burns: I find Knox and the Reformation acting in 
the heart’s core of every one of these persons and 
phenomena; I find that without the Reformation they 
would not have been. Or what of Scotland? The 
Puritanism of Scotland became that of England, of 
New England. A tumult in the High Church of Edin- 
burgh spread into a universal battle and struggle over 
all these realms; — there came out, after fifty years 
struggling, what we all call the ‘‘ Glorious Revolution,” 
a Haheas-Corpus Act, Free Parliaments, and much 
else! — Alas, is it not too true what vre said, That 
many men in the van do always, like Russian soldiers, 
march into the ditch of Schweidnitz, and fill it up 
with their dead bodies, that the rear may pass over 
them dry-shod, and gain the honour? How many 
earnest rugged Cromwells, Knoxes, poor Peasant 
Covenanters, wrestling, battling for very life, in rough 
miry places, have to struggle, and suffer, and fall, 
greatly censured, hemired ^ — before a beautiful Revo- 
lution of Eighty-eight can step over them in official 
pumps and silk-stockings, with universal three-times- 
three I 

It seems to me hard measure that this Scottish 
man, now after three hundred years, should have to 
plead like a culprit before the world; intrinsically for 
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having been, in such as it was then possible to 
be, the bravest of all Scotchmen! Had he been a 
poor Half-and-half, he could have crouched into the 
corner, like so many others ; Scotland had not been 
delivered; and Knox had been without blame. He 
is the one Scotchman to whom, of all others, his 
country and the world owe a debt. He has to plead 
that Scotland would forgive him for having been 
worth to it any million “ unblamable ” Scotchmen 
that need no forgiveness! He bared his breast to 
the battle; had to row in French galleys, wander 
forlorn in exile, in clouds and storms; was censured, 
shot at through his windows; had a right sore fighting 
life: if this world were his place of recompense, he 
had made but a bad venture of it. I cannot apologize 
for Knox. To him it is very indifferent, these tw^o 
hundred and fifty years or more, what men say of 
him. But we, having got above all those details 
of his battle, and living now in clearness on the 
fruits of his victory, we for our own sake ought 
to look through the rumours and controversies en- 
veloping the man, into the man hims'elf. 

For one thing, 1 will remark that this post of 
Prophet to his Nation was not of his seeking; Knox 
had lived forty years quietly obscure, before he be- 
came conspicuous. He was the son of poor parents; 
had got a college-education ; become a Priest; adopted 
the Reformation, and seemed well content to guide his 
own steps by the light of it, nowise unduly intruding 
it on others. He had lived as Tutor in gentlemen’s 
families; preaching \vhen any body of persons wished 
to hear his doctrine; resolute he to walk by the truth, 
and speak the truth when called to do it; not am- 
bitious of more; not fancying himself capable of more. 
In this entirely obscure way he had reached the age 
of forty; was wdth the small body of Reformers who 
were standing siege in St Andrew’s Castle,— when 
one day in their chapel, the Preacher after finishing 
his exhortation to these fighters in the forlorn hope, 
said suddenly, That there ought to be other speakers, 
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that all men who had a prlest^s heart and gift in Iheni 
ought now to speak; — which gifts and heart one of 
their own number, John Knox the name of jiini, had: 
Had he not? said the Preacher, appealing to all 
the audience: What then is Jus duty? The people 
answered affirmatively; it was a criminal forsaking 
of his post, if such a man held the word that 
in him silent. Poor Knox was obliged to stand up; 
he attempted to reply; he could say no word; — burst 
into a flood of tears, and ran out. It is worth re- 
membering, that scene. He was in grievous trouble 
for some "days. He felt what a small faculty was 
his for this great work. He felt what a baptism^ he 
was called to be baptized withal. He ‘Hwrst into 
tears.'’ 

Our primary characteristic of a Hero, that he is 
sincere, applies emphatically to Knox. It is not de- 
nied anywhere that this, whatever might be his other 
qualities or faults, is among the truest of men. With 
a singular instinct he holds to the truth and fact; the 
truth alone is there for him, the rest a mere shadow 
and deceptive nonentity. However feeble, forlorn the 
reality may seem, on that and that only can he take 
his stand. In the Galleys of the River Loire, whither 
Knox and the others, after their Castle of St Andrew’s 
was taken, had been sent as Galley-slaves, — some 
officer or priest, one day, presented them an Image 
of the Virgin Mother, requiring that they, the blas- 
phemous heretics, should do it reverence. Mother? 
Mother of God? said Knox, when the turn came to 
him: This is no Mother of God: this is ‘‘a penfed 
bredd ^'’ — a piece of wood, I tell you, with paint on it! 
She is fitter for swimming, I think, than for being 
worshipped, added Knox: and flung the thing into 
the river. It w^as'not very cheap jesting there: but 
come of it what might, this thing to Knox was and 
must continue nothing other than the real truth ; it 
was Si pen ted hredd: worship it he w^ouid not. He 
told his feliow-f)rison€rs, in this darkest time, to be 
of courage; the Cause they had was the true one, 
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and must and would prosper; the whole world 
could not put it down. Reality is of God’s making; 
it is alone strong. How many panted bredds, pre- 
tending to be real, are fitter to swim than to be 
worshipped! — This Knox cannot live but by fact: 
he clings to reality as the shipwrecked sailor to the 
cliff. He is an instance to us how a man, by sin- 
cerity itself, becomes heroic: it Is the grand gift he 
has. We find in Knox a good honest intellectual 
talent, no transcendent one; — a narrow, inconsider- 
able man, as compared with Luther: but in heartfelt 
instinctive adherence to truth, in sincerity^ as we say, 
he has no superior; nay, one might ask, What equal 
he has? The heart of him is of the true Prophet 
cast. ♦‘He lies there,'* said the Earl of Morton at 
his grave, “who never feared the face of man.” He 
resembles, more than any of the moderns, an Old- 
Hebrew Prophet. The same inflexibility, intolerance, 
rigid narrow-looking adherence to God's truth, stern 
rebuke in the name of God to all that forsake truth : 
an Old- Hebrew Prophet in the guise of an Edinburgh 
Minister of the Sixteenth Century. We are to take 
him for that; not require him to be other. 

Knox's conduct to Queen Mary, the harsh visits 
he used to make in her ovn palace, to reprove her 
there, have been much commented upon. Such cruelty, 
such coarseness fills us with indignation. On reading 
the actual narrative of the business, what Knox said, 
and what Knox meant, I must say one's tragic feeling 
is rather disappointed. They are not so coarse, these 
speeches ; they seem to me about as fine as the cir- 
cumstances would permit! Knox was not there to do 
the courtier ; he came on another errand. Whoever, 
reading these colloquies of his with the Queen, thinks 
they are vulgar insolences of a pfebeian priest to a 
delicate high lady, mistakes the purport and essence 
of them altogether. It was unfortunately not possible 
to be polite with the Queen of Scotland, unless one 
proved untrue to the Nation and Cause of Scotland. 
A man who did not wish to see the land of his birth 
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made a huntiiig-iieid for intriguing ambitious Guises, 
and the Cause of God trampled under foot of False- 
hoods, Fomiulas and the Devifs Cause, had no method 
of making himself agreeable 1 Better that women 
weep,” said Morton, ^nhan that bearded men he 
forced to weep.” Knox was the constitutional op- 
position-party in Scotland: the Nobles of the country, 
called by their station to take that post, were not 
found in it; Knox had to go, or no one. The hapless 
Queen; — but the still more hapless Country, if she 
were made happy! Mary herself was not without 
sharpness enough, among her other qualities: ‘^Who 
are you,” said she once, “that presume to school the 
nobles and sovereign of this realm?” — “Madam, a 
subject born within the same,” answered he. Reason- 
ably answered ! If the “ subject ” have truth to speak, it 
is not the “ subject’s ” footing that will fail him here.— 

We blame Knox for his intolerance. Well, surely 
it is good that each of us be as tolerant as possible. 
Yet, at bottom, after all the talk there is and has 
been about it, what is tolerance? Tolerance has to 
tolerate the ^inessential; and to see well what that is- 
Tolerance has to be noble, measured, Just in its very 
wrath, when it can tolerate no longer. But, on the 
whole, we are not altogether here to tolerate ! We do 
not tolerate Falsehoods, Iniquities, when they fasten 
on us; we say to them, Thou art false and unjust! 
We are here to extinguish Falsehoods in some wise 
way! I wall not quarrel so much wath the way; the 
doing of the thing is our great concern. In this 
sense, Knox w^as, full surely, intolerant. 

A man sent to row in French Galleys, and such 
like, for teaching the Truth in his own land, cannot 
always be in the mildest humour! I am not prepared 
to say that Knox had a soft temper; nor do I know 
that he had what we call an ill temper. An ill nature 
he decidedly had not. Kind honest affections dw^elt 
in the much-enduring, hard-w'orn, ever-battling man. 
That he conid rebuke Queens, and had such weight 
among those proud turbulent Nobles, proud enough 
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whatever else they were; and could maintain to the 
end a kind of virtual Presidency and Sovereignty In 
that wild realm, he who was only ‘‘a subject born 
within the same'': this of itself will prove to us that 
he was found, close at hand, to be no mean acrid 
man; but at heart, a healthful, strong, sagacious man. 
Such alone can bear rule in that kind. They blame 
him for pulling down cathedrals, and so forth, as if 
he were a seditious rioting demagogue: precisely the 
reverse is seen to be the fact, in regard to cathedrals 
and the rest of it, if we examine I Knox wanted no 
pulling down of stone edifices; he wanted leprosy and 
darkness to be thrown out of the lives of men. Tumult 
was not his element; it was the tragic feature of his 
life that he was forced to dwell so much in that. 
Every such man is the born enemy of Disorder; hates 
to be in it: but what then? Smooth Falsehood is 
not Order; it is the general sumtotal of Disorder, 
Order is Truth , — each thing standing on the basis 
that belongs to it: Order and Falsehood cannot 
subsist together. 

Withal, unexpectedly enough, this Knox has a vein 
of drollery in him; which I like much, in combination 
with his other qualities. He has a true eye for the 
ridiculous. His History, with its rough earnestness, 
is curiously enlivened with this. Wlien the two 
Prelates, entering Glasgow Cathedral, quarrel about 
precedence; march rapidly up, take to hustling one 
another, twitching one another’s rochets, and at last 
fiourishing their crosiers like quarter-staves, it is a 
great sight for him every way! Not mockery, scorn, 
bitterness alone; though there is enough of that too. 
But a true, loving, illuminating laugh mounts up over 
the earnest visage; not a loud laugh; you would say, 
a laugh in the eyes most of all. An honesthearted, 
brotherly man; brother to the high, brother also to 
the low; sincere in his sympathy with both. He had 
his pipe of Bottrdeaux too, we find, in that old Edin- 
burgh house of his; a cheery social man, with faces 
that loved him I They go far wrong who think this 
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Knox was a gloomy, spasmodic, shrieking fanatic* Not 
at all: he is one of the solldest of men. Practical, 
cautious-hopeful, patient; a most shrewd, observing, 
quietly discerning man. In fact, he has very much 
the type of character wc assign to the ^ Scotch^ at 
present: a certain sardonic taciturnity is in him; 
insight enough; and a stouter heart than he himself 
knows of. He has the power of hokimg his peace 
over many things which do not vitally concern him,— 
“They? what are they?’’ But the thing which does 
vitally concern him, that thing he wall speak of; and 
in a tone the whole world shall be made to hear: all 
the more emphatic for his long silence. 

This Prophet of the Scotch is to me no hateful 
man! — He had a sore fight of an existence; wrestling 
with Popes and Principalities; in defeat, contention, 
life-long struggle; rowing as a galley-slave, wandering 
as an exile. A sore fight: but he won it, “ Have you 
hope?” they asked him in his last moment, when he 
could no longer speak. He lifted his finger, “pointed 
upwards with his finger,” and so died. Honour to 
him. His works have not died. The letter of his 
work dies, as of ail men’s; but the spirit of it never. 

One word more as to the letter of Knox’s 'u^ork. 
The imforgiveable offence in him is, that he wished to 
set up Priests over the head of Kings. In other words, 
he strove to make the Government of Scotland a 
Theocracy, This indeed is properly the sum of his 
offences ; the essential sin, for which what pardon 
can there be? It is most true, he did, at bottom, 
consciously or unconsciously, mean a Theocracy, or 
Government of God, He did mean that Kings and 
Prime Ministers, and all manner of persons, in public 
or private, diplomatising or whatever else they might 
be doing, should walk according to the Gospef of 
Christ, and understand that this was their Law, 
supreme over all laws. He hoped once to sec such 
a thing realised; and the Petition, Thy Kingdom 
conte» no longer an empty word. He was sore grieved 
when he saw greedy worldly Barons clutch hold of 
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the Church’s property; when he expostulated that it 
was not secular property, that it was spiritual property, 
and should be turned to true churchly uses, education, 
schools, worship; — and the Regent Murray had to 
answer, with a shrug of the shoulders, ** It is a devout 
imagination ! ” This was Knox’s scheme of right and 
truth; this he zealously endeavoured after, to realise 
it. If we think this scheme of truth was too narrow, 
was not true ; we may rejoice that he could not realise 
it; that it remained, after two centuries of effort, 
unrealisabie, and is a “devout imagination” still. But 
how shall we blame him for struggling to realise it ? 
Theocracy, Government of God, is precisely the thing 
to be struggled fori All Prophets, zealous Priests, 
are there for that purpose. Hildebrand wished a 
Theocracy; Cromwell wished it, fought for it; 
Mahomet attained it. Nay, is it not what all zealous 
men, whether called Priests, Prophets, or whatsoever 
else called, do essentially wish, and must wish? That 
right and truth, or God’s Law, reign supreme among 
men, this is the Heavenly Ideal (well-named in Knox’s 
time, and nameable in all times, a revealed “ Will of 
God ”), towards which the Reformer will insist that all 
be more and more approximated. All true Reformers, 
as I said, are by the nature of them Priests, and strive 
for a Theocracy. 

How far such Ideals can ever be introduced into 
Practice, and at what point our impatience with their 
non-introduction ought to begin, is always a question. 
I think we may say safely, Let them introduce them- 
selves as far as they can contrive to do it! If they 
are the true faith of men, all men ought to be more 
or less impatient always where they are not found 
introduced. There will never be w’-anting Regent- 
Murrays enough to shrug their shoulders, and say, 
“A devout imagination I” We will praise the Hero- 
Priest rather, who does wdiat is in him to bring them 
in ; and wears out, in toil, calumny, contradiction, 
a noble life, to make a God’s Kingdom of this Earth. 
The Earth will not become too godlike! 



LECTURE V 


{Tuesday y le^th May, 1840] 

THE HERO AS MAN OF LETTERS. 

JOHNSON, ROUSSEAU, BURNS 

Hero-gods, Prophets, Poets, Priests are forms of 
Heroism that belong to the old ages, make their 
appearance in the remotest times ; some of them have 
ceased to be possible long since, and cannot any more 
shew themselves in this world. The Hero as Man of 
Letters, again, of which class wc are to speak today, 
is altogether a product of these new ages; and so long 
as the wondrous art of Writing, or of Ready“Writin<5 
which we call Printing, subsists, he may be expected 
to continue, as one of the main forms of Heroism for 
all future ages. He is, in various respects, a very 
singular phenomenon. 

He is new, I say; he has hardly lasted above a 
century in the world yet. Never, till about a hundred 
years ago, was there seen any £gure of a Great Soul 
living apart in that anomalous manner; endeavourin<^ 
to speak forth the inspiration that was In him by 
Printed Books, and find place and subsistence by 
what the world would please to give him for doing 
that. Much had been sold and bought, and left to 
make its own bargain in the marketplace: but the 
inspired wisdom of a Heroic Soul never till then, in 
that naked manner. He, with his copy-rights and 
copy-wrongs, in his squalid garret, in his rusty coat; 
ruling (for this is what he does), from his grave, after 
death, whole nations and generations who would, or 
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would not, give him bread while living, — is a rather 
curious spectacle! Few shapes of Heroism can be 
more unexpected* 

Alas, the Hero from of old has had to cramp 
himself into strange shapes: the world knovi'S not 
well at any time what to do him, so foreign is 
his aspect in the world! It seemed absurd to us that 
men, in their rude admiration, should take some wise 
great Odin for a god, and worship him as such ; some 
wise great Mahomet for one god-inspired, and re- 
ligiously follow his Law for twelve centuries : but that 
a wise great Johnson, a Burns, a Rousseau, should be 
taken for some idle nondescript, extant in the world 
to amuse idleness, and have a few coins and applauses 
thrown him, that he might live thereby; this perhaps, 
as before hinted, vill one day seem a still abstirder 
phasis of things! — Meanvhile, since it is the spiritual 
always that determines the material, this same Man- 
of- Letters Hero must be regarded as our most 
important modern person* He, such as he may be, 
is the soul of ail. What he teaches, the whole world 
will do and make. The world’s manner of dealing 
with him is the most significant feature of the world’s 
general position. Looking well at his life, we may 
get a glance as deep as is readily possible for us into 
the life of th{:^e singular centuries which have pro- 
duced him, in which wc ourselves live and work. 

There are genuine Men of Letters, and not 
genuine; as in every kind there is a genuine and a 
spurious. If Hero be taken to mean genuine, then 
I say the Hero as Mao of Letters will be found 
discharging a function for us which is ever honour- 
able, ever the highest; and was once w^ell known to 
be the highest. He is uttering forth, in such way 
as he has, the inspired soul of him ; all that a man, in 
any case, can do. I say inspired; for what we call 
‘‘originality,” “sincerity,” “genius,” the heroic quality 
we have no good name for, signifies that. The Hero 
is he who lives in the inward sphere of things, In the 
True, Divine and Eternal, w'hich exists always, unseen 
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to most, under the Temporary, Trivial; his being is in 
that ; he declares that abroad, by act or speech as it 
may be, in declaring himself abroad. His life, as we 
said before, is a piece of the everlasting heart of 
Nature herself: all men's life is, — but the weak many 
know it not, in most times; the strong few arc strong, 
heroic, perennial, because it cannot be hidden from 
them. The Man of Letters, like every Hero, is there 
to proclaim this in such sort as he can. Intrinsically 
it is the same function which the old generations 
named a man Prophet, Priest, Divinity for doing; 
w^hich all manner of Heroes, by speech or by act, are 
sent into the world to do. 

Fichte the German Philosopher delivered, some 
forty years ago at Jena, a highly remarkable Course 
of Lectures on this subject: *^Uebet das Wesept 
dcs Gelehrten^ On the Nature of the Literary 
Man." Fichte, in conformity with the Transcendental 
Philosophy, of which he \vas a distinguished teacher, 
declares first, That all things which we see or work 
with in this Earth, especially we ourselves and all 
persons, are as a kind of vesture or sensuous Appear- 
ance; that under all there lies, as the essence of them, 
what he calls the Divine Idea of the World"; this is 
the Reality wdiich “lies at the bottom of all Appear- 
ance.'’ To the mass of men no such Divine Idea is 
recognisable in the w^orld; they live merely, sa 3 ^s 
Fichte, among the superficialities, practicalities and 
shews of the w^'orld, not dreaming that there is any- 
thing divine under them. But the Man of Letters 
is sent hither specially that he may discern for 
himself, and make manifest to us, this same Divine 
Idea; in every new generation it will manifest itself 
in a new dialect; and he is there for the purpose 
of doing that. Such is Fichte's phraseology; with 
which we need not quarrel. It is his way of naming 
what I here, by other words, am striving imperfectly 
to name; what there is at present no name for: The, 
unspeakable Divine Significance, full of splendour, of 
wonder and terror, that lies in the being of every mao„ 
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of every thing, — the Presence of the God who made 
every man and thing. IWahomet taught this in his 
dialect ; Odin in his : it is the thing which all thinking 
hearts, in one dialect or another, are here to teach. 
Fichte calls the Man of Letters, therefore, a Prophet, 
or as he prefers to phrase it, a Priest, continually 
unfolding the Godlike to men ; Men of Letters 
are a perpetual Priesthood, from age to age, teach- 
ing ail men that a God is still present in their life; 
that all “Appearance,’' whatsoever we see in the 
world, is but as a vesture for the “ Divine Idea of the 
World,” for “ that which lies at the bottom of Appear- 
ance,” In the true Literary Man there is thus ever, 
acknowledged or not by the world, a sacredness : he is 
the light of the world ; the world’s Priest ; — guiding it, 
like a sacred Pillar of Fire, in its dark pilgrimage 
through the waste of Time. Fichte discriminates 
with 'Sharp zeal the true Literary Man, what we here 
call the Hero as Man of Letters, from multitudes of 
false unheroic. Whoever lives not wholly in this 
Divine Idea, or living partially in it, struggles not, as 
for the one good, to live wholly in it, — he is, let him 
live where else he like, in what pomps and prosperities 
he like, no Literary Man ; he is, says Fichte, a 
“ Bungler, StilmperJ' Or at best, if he belong to the 
prosaic provinces, he may be a “Hodman”; Fichte 
even calls him elsewhere a “ Nonentity,” and has in 
short no mercy for him, no wish that he should con- 
tinue happy among us! This is Fichte’s notion of the 
Man of Letters. It means, in its own form, precisely 
what we here mean. 

in this point of view, I consider that, for the last 
hundred years, by far the notablest of all Literary 
Men Is Fichte’s countryman, Goethe. To that man 
too, in a strange way, there was given what we may 
call a life in the Divine idea of the World; vision 
of the inward divine mystery: and strangely, out of 
his Books, the world rises imaged once more as 
godlike, the workmanship and temple of a God. 
Illuminated all, not in fierce impure fire-splendour 
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as of Mahomet, but In mild celestial radiance -realiy 
a Prophecy in these most un prophetic times; to my 
mind, by far the greatest, though one of the quietest, 
among all the great things that have come to pass in 
them! Our chosen specimen of the Hero as Literary 
Man would be this Goethe. And it were a very 
pleasant plan for me here, to discoufse of his heroism: 
for I consider him to be a true Hero; heroic in what 
he said and did, and perhaps still more in what he did 
not say and did not do; to me a noble spectacle: 
a great heroic ancient man, speaking and keeping 
silence as an ancient Hero, in the guise of a most 
modern, high-bred, high-cultivated Man of Letters! 
We have had no such spectacle; no man capable of 
affording such, for the last hundred and fifty years. 
But at present, such is the general state of know- 
ledge about Goethe, it were worse than useless to 
attempt speaking of him in this case. Speak as I 
might, Goethe, to the great majority of you, would 
remain problematic, vague; no impression but a false 
one could be realised. Him we must leave to future 
times. Johnson, Burns, Rousseau, three great figures 
from a prior time, from a far inferior state of circum- 
stances, will suit us better here. Three men of the 
Eighteenth Century; the conditions of their life far 
more resemble what those of ours still are in England, 
than what Goethe’s in Germany wete. Alas, these 
men did not conquer like him; they fought bravely, 
and fell. They were not heroic bringers of the light,, 
but heroic seekers of it. They lived under galling 
conditions; struggling as under mountains of im- 
pediment, and could not unfold themselves into 
cleaxmess, victorious interpretation of that “Divine 
Idea.” is rather the Tombs of three Literary 
Heroes that I have to shew you. These aix the 
monumental heaps, under which three spiritual giants 
lie burled. Vex"y mournful, but also gx'eat and full of 
interest for us. We will linger by them for a while. 

Complaint is often made, in these times, of what 
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we call the disorganised condition of society: how ill 
many arranged forces of society fulfil their work; how 
many powerful forces are seen working in a wasteful, 
chaotic, altogether unarranged manner. It is too 
just a complaint, as we all know. But perhaps if 
we look at this of Books and the Writers of Books, 
we shall find here, as it were, the summary of all 
other disorganisation a sort of heart, from which 
and to which all other confusion circulates in the 
world! Considering what Book- writers do in the 
world, and what the world does with Book-writers, 
I should say, It is the most anomalous thing the world 
at present has to shew. — We should get into a sea 
far beyond sounding, did we attempt to give account 
of this: but we must glance at it for the sake of our 
subject. The worst element in the life of these three 
Literary Heroes was, that they found their business 
and position such a chaos. On the beaten road there is 
tolerable travelling; but it is sore work, and many have 
to perish, fashioning a path through the impassable I 
Our pious Fathers, feeling well what importance 
lay in the speaking of man to men, founded churches, 
made endowments, regulations; everywhere in the 
civilised world there is a Pulpit, environed with 
ail manner of complex dignified appurtenances and 
furtherances, that therefrom a man with the tongue 
may, to best advantage, address his fellow-men. They 
felt that this was the most important thing; that 
without this there was no good thing. It is a right 
pious work, that of theirs; beautiful to behold! But 
now wdth the art of Writing, with the art of Printing, 
a total change has come over that business. The 
Writer of a Book, is not he a Preacher preaching, not 
to this parish or that, on this day or that, but to all 
men in all times and places? Surely it is of the last 
importance that he do his work right, whoever do it 
wrong ;~that the eye report not falsely, for then all 
the other members are astray! Well; how he may 
do his wwk, whether he do it right or wrong, or do it 
at all, IS a point which no man in the world has taken 
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the pains to think of. To a certain shopkeeper, 
trying to get some money for his books, if lucky, he 
is of some importance; to no other man of any. 
Whence he came, whither he is bound, by what ways 
he arrived, by what he might be furthered on his 
course, no one asks. He is an accident in society. 
He wanders like a wild Ishmaehte. in a world of 
which he is as the spiritual light, either the guidance 
or the misguidance! 

Certainly the Art of Writing is the most miraculous , 
of all things man has devised. Odin's Runes were 
the first form of the work of a Hero; Books, written 
words, are still miraculous Runes, of the latest form ! 
In Books lies the soul of the whole Past Time; the | 
articulate audible voice of the Past, when the body | 
and material substance of it has altogether vanished j 
like a dream. Mighty fleets and armies, harbours | 
and arsenals, vast cities, high-domed, many-engined, — i 
they are precious, great: but what do they become? 
Agamemnon, the many Agamemnons, Pericleses, and 
their Greece ; all is gone now to some ruined frag- 
ments, dumb mournful wrecks and blocks: but the ^ 
Books of Greece! There Greece, to every thinker, | 
still very literally lives; can be called up again into I 
life. No magic Rune is stranger than a Book. All j 
that Mankind has done, thought, gained or been: it is 
ying as in magic preservation in the pages of Books. 
They are the chosen possession of mep. 

Do not Books still accomplish miracles, as Runes 
were fabled to do? They persuade men. Not the . 
wretchedest circulating-library novel, which foolish 
girls thumb and con in remote villages, but will help 
to regulate the actual practical weddings and house- 
holds of those foolish girls. So “Celia" felt, so 
“Clifford" acted: the foolish T^orem_. „ of, ^ Lifer ■ 
stamped^^m to those youngs Jbfams, comes Out as “a 
solid Practic£i}ne"day. Consider wdiether rnijUune 
in the wildest imagination of Mythologist ever did 
such winders as, on the actual firm Earth, some 
Books have done! What built St Paul's Cathedral? 

1 1—2 J 
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Look at the heart of the matter, it was that divine 
Hebrew Book, — ^ihe word partly of the man Moses, 
an outlaw tending his Midianitish herds, four thousand 
years ago, in the wildernesses of Sinai! It is the 
strangest of things, yet nothing is truer. With the 
art of Writing, of which Printing is a simple, an 
inevitable and comparatively insignificant corollary, 
the true reign of miracles for mankind commenced. 
It related, wdth a wondrous new contiguity and per- 
petual closeness, the Past and Distant with the 
Present in time and place; all times and all places 
with this our actual Here and Now. All things were 
altered for men ; all modes of important work of men : 
teaching, preaching, governing, and all else. 

To look at Teaching, for instance. Universities 
are a notable, respectable product of the modern 
ages. Their existence too is modified, to the very 
basis of it, by the existence of Books. Universities 
arose w'hilc there were yet no Books procurable; 
while a man, for a single Book, had to give an estate 
iof land. That, in those circumstances, when a man 
had some knowledge to communicate, he should do it 
by gathering the learners round him, face to face, wms 
a necessity for him. If you wanted to know what 
Abelard knew, you must go and listen to Abelard. 
Thousands, as many as thirty thousand, went to hear 
Abelard and that metaphysical theology of his. And 
now for any other teacher who had something of his 
own to teach, there was a great convenience opened: 
so many thousands eager to learn were already 
assembled yonder; of all places the best place for 
him was that. For any third teacher it was better 
still; and grew ever the better, the more teachers 
there came. It only needed now that the King 
took notice of this new phenomenon; combined or 
agglomerated the various schools into one school; 
gave it edifices, privileges, encouragements, and 
named it Universtias, or School of all Sciences: the 
University of Paris, in its essential characters, was 
there. The mode! of all subsequent Universities; 
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which down even to these days, for six centuries now, 
have gone on to found themselves. Such, I conceive, 
was the origin of Universities. 

It is clear, however, that with this simple circum- 
stance, facility of getting Books, the whole conditions 
of the business from top to bottom were changed. 
Once invent Printing, you metamorphosed all Univer- 
sities, or superseded them I The teacher needed not 
now to gather men personally round him, that he 
might speak to them what he knew: print it in a 
Book, and all learners far and wide, for a trifle, had 
it each at his own fireside, much more effectually to 
learn it! — Doubtless there is still peculiar virtue In 
Speech; even writers of Boojks may still, in some 
circumstances, find it convenient to speak also,— 
witness our present meeting here! There is, one 
would say, and must ever remain while man has a 
tongue, a distinct province for Speech as well as for 
Writing and Printing. In regard to all things this 
must remain ; to Universities among others. But 
the limits of the two have nowhere yet been pointed 
out, ascertained ; much less put in practice : the 
University which would completely take In that great 
new fact, of the existence of Printed Books, and stand 
on a dear footing for the Nineteenth Century as the 
Paris one did for the Thirteenth, has not yet come 
into existence. If we think of it, all that a University, 
or final highest School can do for us, is still but what 
the first School began doing, — teach us to read. 
We learn to read^ in various languages, in various 
sciences; we learn the alphabet and letters of all 
I manner of Books. But the place where we are to get 
knowledge, even theoretic knowledge, is the Books 
themselves! It depends on what we read, after all 
manner of Professors have done their best for us. 
The true University of these days is a Collection of 
Books. 

But to the Church itself, as I hinted already, all 
is changed, m its preaching, in its working, by the 
introduction of Books. The Church is the working 
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recognised Union of our Priests or Prophets, of those 
who by wise teaching guide the souls of men. While 
there was no Writing, even while there was no Easy- 
writing, or Prill tiiigy the preaching of the voice was 
the natural sole method of performing this. But now 
with Books I— He that can write a true Book, to 
persuade England, is not he the Bishop and Arch- 
bishop, the Primate of England and of All England ? 
I many a time say, the writers of Newspapers, 
Pamphlets, Poems, Books; these are the real working 
effective Church of a modern country. Nay, not only 
our preaching, but even our worship, is not it too 
accomplished by means of Printed Books? The noble 
sentinient which a gifted sou! has clothed for us in 
melodious words, which brings melody into our hearts, 
— is not this essentially, if we will understand it, of 
the nature of worship? There are many, in all 
countries, who, in this confused time, have no other 
method of worship. He who, in any way, shews us 
better than we knew before that a lily of the fields is 
beautiful, does he not shew it us as an effluence of 
the Fountain of all Beauty; as the handwritings 
made visible there, of the great I\iaker of the 
Universe? He has sung for us, made us sing with 
him, a little verse of a sacred Psalm. Essentially so. 
How much more he who sings, who says, or in any 
way brings home to our heart the noble doings, 
feelings, darings and endurances of a brother man! 
He has verily touched our hearts as with a live coal 
from the altar. Perhaps there is no worship more 
authentic. Literature, so far as it is Literature, is 
an “apocalj^pse of Nature,*' a revealing of the ^*open 
secret.” It may w’-ell enough be named, in Fichte’s 
style, a “ continuous revelation ” of the Godlike in the 
Terrestrial and Common. The Godlike does ever, in 
very truth, endure there; is brought out, now in this 
dialect, now in that, with various degrees of clearness : 
all true gifted Singers and Speakers are, consciously 
or unconsciously, doing so. The dark stormful indig- 
nation of a Byron, so wayward and perverse, may 
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have touches of it; nay, the withered mockery of a 
French sceptic, — his mockery of the False, a love and 
worship of the True. How much more the sphere- 
harmony of a Shakspeare, of a Goethe; the cathedral- 
music of a Milton ; the humble genuine lark-notes of 
a Burns,— skylark, starting from the humble furrow, 
far overhead into the blue depths, and singing to us 
so genuinely there ! Fragments of a real '' Church 
Liturgy” and «body of Homilies,” strangely disguised 
from the common eye, are to be found weltering in 
that huge froth-ocean of Printed Speech we loosely 
call Literature! Books arc our Church too. 

Of turning now to the Government of men, 
Witenagemote, old Parliament, was a great thing. 
The affairs of the nation were there deliberated and 
decided; what we were to do as a nation. But does 
not, though the name Parliament subsists, the parlia- 
mentary debate go on now, everyvrhere and at all 
times, In a far more comprehensive way, out of 
Parliament altogether? Burke said there were Three 
Estates in Parliament; but, in the Reporters’ Gallery 
yonder, there sat a Fourth Estate more important far 
than they all It is not a figure of a speech, or a witty 
saying; it is a literal fact, — very momentous to us 
in these times. Literature is our Parliament too. 
Printing, which comes necessarily out of Writing, i 
say often, is equivalent to Democracy: invent Writing, 
Democracy Is inevitable. Writing brings Printing; 
brings universal every-day extempore Printing, as we 
see at present. Whoever can speak, speaking now to 
the whole nation, becomes a power, a branch of 
government, with inalienable weight in law-making, 
in ail acts of authority. It matters not what rank 
he has, what revenues or garnitures: the requisite 
thing is, that he have a tongue which others will 
listen to; this and nothing more is requisite. The 
nation Is governed by all that has tongue in the 
nation : Democracy is virtually there. Add only that 
whatsoever power exists will have itself by and 
by organised ; working secretly under bandages, 



168 ON HEROES, HERO-WORSHIP 


obscurations, obstructions, it will never r^st till it get 
to work free, unencumbered, visible to ail. Democracy 
virtually extant will insist on becoming palpably 
extant. — 

On all sides, are we not driven to tlie conclusion 
that, of the things which man can do or make here 
below, by far the most momentous, wonderful and 
worthy are the things we call Books! Those poor 
bits of rag-paper with black ink on them ; — from the 
Daily Newspaper to the sacred Hebrew Book, what 
have they not done, what are they not doing! — For 
indeed, whatever be the outward form of the thing 
(bits of paper, as we say, and black ink), is it not 
verily, at bottom, the highest act of man’s faculty 
that produces a Book? It is the Thought of man; 
the true thaumaturgic virtue; by which man works 
all things whatsoever. All that he does, and brings 
to pass, is the vesture of a Thought. This London 
City, wnth all its houses, palaces, steam-engines, 
cathedrals, and huge immeasurable traffic and tumult, 
what is it but a Thought, but millions of Thoughts 
made into One;— a huge immeasurable Spirit of a 
Thought, embodied in brick, in iron, smoke, dust, 
Palaces, Parliaments, Hackney Coaches, Katherine 
Docks, and the rest of it! Not a brick was made but 
some man had to think of the making of that brick,— 
The thing we called “bits of paper with traces of 
black ink,” is the purest embodiment a Thought of 
man can have. No wonder it is, in all ways, the 
activest and noblest. 

AH this, of the importance and supreme importance 
of the Man of Letters in modern Society, and how 
the Press is to such a degree superseding the Pulpit, 
the Senate, the Senatus Academteus and much else, ^ 
has been admitted for a good while; and recognised 
often enough, in late times, with a sort of sentimental 
triumph and wonderment. It seems to me, the Senti- 
mental by and by will have to give place to the 
Practical. If Men of Letters are so incalculably 
iniuential, actually performing such work for us from 
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age to age, and even from day to day, then I think we 
may conclude that Men of Letters wdli not always 
wander like unrecognised unregulated Islimaelites 
among us! Whatsoever thing, as I said above, has 
virtual unnoticed power will cast off its wrappages, 
bandages, and step forth one day with palpably 
articulated, universally visible power. That one man 
wear the clothes, and take the wages, of a function 
which is done by quite another: there can be no 
proiit in this; this is not right, it is wrong. And yet, 
alas, the making of it right, — what a business, for 
long times to come! Sure enough, this that we call 
Organisation of the Literary Guild is still a great 
way off, encumbered with all manner of complexities. 
If you asked me what were the best possible organisa- 
tion for the Men of Letters in modern society; the 
arrangement, of furtherance and regulation, grounded 
the most accurately on the actual facts of their 
position and of the world's position, — I should beg to 
say that the problem far exceeded my faculty! It is 
not one man's faculty; it is that of man}^ successive 
men turned earnestly upon it, that will bring out even 
an approximate solution. What the best arrange- 
ment were, none of us could say. But if you ask, 
Which is the worst? I answer: This which we now 
have, that Chaos should sit umpire in it; this is the 
worst To the best, or any good one, there is yet 
a long way. 

One remark I must not omit, That royal or parlia- 
mentary grants of money are by no means the chief 
thing wanted I To give our Men of Letters stipends, 
endowments, and all furthei'ance of cash, will do little 
towards the business. On the whole, one is weary of 
hearing about the omnipotence of money. I will say 
rather that, for a genuine man, it is no evil to be 
poor; that there ought to be Literary Men poor, — to 
shew whether they are genuine or not! Mendicant 
Orders, bodies of good men doomed to beg, were 
instituted in the Christian Church; a most natural 
and even necessary development of the spirit of 
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Christianity. It was itself founded on Poveiiy, on 
Sorrow, Contradiction, Crucifixion, every species of 
woi-ldly Distress and Degradation. We may say 
that he who has not known those things, and learned 
from them the priceless lessons they have to teach, 
has missed a good opportunity of schooling. To beg, 
and go barefoot, m coarse woollen cloak with a rope 
round your loins, and be despised of all the world, 
was no beautiful business ; — nor an honourable one in 
any eye, till the nobleness of those who did so had 
made it honoured of some ! Begging is not in our 
course at the present time : but for the rest of it, who 
will say that a Johnson is not perhaps the better for 
being poor? It is needful for him, at all rates, to 
know that outward profit, that success of any kind 
is not the goal he has to aim at. Pride, vanity, ill- 
conditioned egoism of all sorts, are bred In his heart, 
as in every heart; need, above all, to be cast out of 
his heart, — to be, with whatever pangs, torn out of it, 
cast forth from it, as a thing worthless. Byron, boro 
rich and noble, made out even less than Burns, poor 
and plebeian. Who knows but, in that same “best 
possible organisation” as yet far off, Poverty may 
still enter as an important clement? What if our 
Hen of Letters, Men setting up to be Spiritual 
Heroes, were still fhen^ as they now are, a kind of 
“involuntary monastic order”; bound still to this 
same ugly Po vert}", —till they had tried what was in 
it too, till they had learned to make it too do for 
them! Money, in truth, can do much, but it cannot 
do all. We must know the province of it, and confine j 
it there; and even spurn it hack, when it wishes to I 
get farther. ^ 

Besides, were the money-furtherances, the proper 
season for them, the fit assigner of them, all settled, — 
how is the Burns to be recognised that merits these ? 
He must pass through the ordeal, and prove himself. 
This ordeal; this wild welter of a chaos which is 
called Literary Life: this too is a kind of ordeal! 
There is clear truth in the idea that a struggle from 
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the lower classes of society, towards the upper regions 
and rewards of society, must ever continue. Strong 
men are born there, who ought to stand elsewhere 
than there. The manifold, inextricably complex, 
universal struggle of these constitutes, and must 
constitute, what is called the progress of society. 
For Hen of Letters, as for all other sorts of men. 


How to regulate that struggle? There is the whole 
question. To leave it as it is, at the mercy of blind 
Chance; a whirl of distracted atoms, one cancelling 
the other; one of the thousand arriving saved, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine lost by the way; your royal 
Johnson languishing inactive in garrets, or harnessed 
to the yoke of Printer Cave, your Burns dying 
brokenhearted as a Gauger, your Rousseau driven 
into mad exasperation, kindling French Revolutions 
by his paradoxes: this, as we said, is clearly enough 
the worst regulation. The best, alas, is far from us! 

And yet there can be no doubt but it is coming; 
advancing on us, as yet hidden In the bosom of 
centuries: this is a prophecy one can risk. For so 
soon as men get to discern the importance of a thing, 
they do infallibly set about arranging it, facilitating, 
forwarding it; and rest not till, in some approximate 
degree, they have accomplished that. I say, of all ^ 
Priesthoods, Aristocracies, Governing Classes at 
present extant in the world, there is no class com- 
parable for importance to that Priesthood of the 
Writers of Books. This is a fact which he who runs 
may read, and draw inferences from. Literature 
will take care of itself,” answered Mr Pitt, when 
applied to for some help for Burns. «Yes,” answers 
Mr Southey, ‘‘it will take care of itself; and of von 
too, if you do not look to it!” 


The result to individual Men of Letters is not the 
momentous one; they are but individuals, an infinite- 
simal fraction of the great body; they can struggle 
on, and live or else die, as they have been wont. But 
It deeply concerns the whole society, whether it will 
set Its hght on high places, to walk thereby; or 
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trample it under foot, and scatter it so all ways of 
wild waste (not without conflagration), as heretofore! 
Light is the one thing wanted for the world. Put 
wisdom in the head of the world, it will fight its 
battle victoriously, and be the best world man can 
make It. I call this anomaly of a disorganic Literary 
Class the heart of all other anomalies, at once product 
and parent; some good arrangement for that would 
be as the punctum sahens of a new vitality and just 
arrangement for all. Already, in some European 
countries, in France, in Prussia, one traces some 
beginnings of an arrangement for the Literary Class; 
indicating the gradual possibility of such. I believe 
that it is possible; that it will have to be possible. 
By far the most interesting fact I hear about the 
Chinese is one on which 'we cannot arrive at clearness, 
but which excites endless curiosity even in the dim 
state; this namely, that they do attempt to make 
their Men of Letters their Governors! It would be 
rash to say, one understood how this was done, or 
with what degree of success it was done. All such 
things must be very ?^«successfui ; yet a small degree 
of success is precious; the very attempt how precious! 
There does seem to be, all over China, a more or less 
active search everywhere to discover the men of 
talent that grow up in the young generation. Schools 
there arc for every one: a foolish sort of training, yet 
still a sort. The youths who distinguish themselves 
in the lower school are promoted into favourable 
stations in the higher, that they may still more dis- 
tinguish themselves, — forward and forward; it appears 
to be out of these that the Official Persons, and in- 
cipient Governors, are taken. These are they whom 
they try first, whether they can govern or not. And 
surely with the best hope ; for they are the men that 
have already shewn intellect. Try them, they have 
not governed or administered as yet; perhaps they 
cannot; but there is no doubt they have some under- 
standing, — without which no man can! Neither is 
Understanding a tooh a® we are too apt to figure; 
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it is a hand which can handle any tool/’ Try these 
men: they are of all others the best worth trying. — 
Surely there is no kind of government, constitution, 
revolution, social apparatus or arrangement, that I 
know of in this world, so promising to one’s scientific 
curiosity as this. The man of intellect at the top of 
affairs : this is the aim of all constitutions and 
revolutions, if they have any aim. For the man of 
true intellect, as I assert and believe always, is the 
nobiehearted man withal, the true, just, humane and 
valiant man. Get him for governor, all is got; fail 
to get him, though you had Constitutions plentiful as 
blackberries, and a Parliament in every village, there 
is nothing yet got! — 

These things look strange, truly; and are not such 
as we commonly speculate upon. But we are fallen 
into strange times; these things will require to be 
speculated upon ; to be rendered practicable, to be in 
some way put in practice. These, and many others* 
On all hands of us, there is the announcement, audible 
enough, that the old Empire of Routine has ended; 
that to say a thing has long been, is no reason for its 
continuing to be. The things which have been are 
fallen into decay, are fallen into incompetence; large 
masses of mankind, in every society of our Europe, 
are no longer capable, of living at all by the things 
which have been. When millions of men can no 
longer by their utmost exertion gain food for them- 
selves, and “ the third man for thirty-six weeks each 
year is short of third-rate potatoes,” the things which 
have been must decidedly prepare to alter themselves! 
—1 will now quit this of the organisation of Men of 
Letters. 

Alas, the evil that pressed heaviest on those 
Literary Heroes of ours was not the want of organ- 
isation for Men of Letters, but a far deeper one ; out 
of which, indeed, this and so many other evils for the 
Literary Man, and for all men, had, as from their 
fountain, taken rise. That our Hero as Man of 
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Letters had to travel without highway, companionless, 
through an inorganic chaos, — and to leave his own 
life and faculty lying there, as a partial contribution 
towards pushing some highway through it: this, had 
not his faculty itself been so perverted and paralysed, 
he might have put up with, might have considered to 
be but the common lot of Heroes, His fatal misery was 
the spiritual paralysis ^ so we may name it, of the 
age in which his life lay; whereby his life too, do 
what he might, was half-paralysed! The Eighteenth 
was a Sceptical Century; in which little word there 
is a whole Pandora’s Box of miseries. Scepticism 
means not intellectual Doubt alone, but moral Doubt; 
ail sorts of //^fidelity, insincerity, spiritual paralysis. 
Perhaps, in few centuries that one could specify since 
the world began, was a life of Heroism more difficult 
for a man. That was not an age of Faith, — an age of 
Heroes! The very possibility of Heroism had been, 
as it ^ were, formally abnegated in the minds of alL 
Heroism was gone forever; Triviality, Formulism and 
Commonplace were come forever. The ** age of 
miracles” had been, or perhaps had not been; but 
it was not any longer. An effete world; wherein 
Wonder, Greatness, Godhood could not now dwell; — 
ill one word, a godless world! 

Flow mean, dwarfish are their ways of thinking, 
in this time, — compared not with the Christian 
Shakspeares and Miltons, but with the old Pagan 
Skalds, with any species of believing men. The living 
Tree Igdrasii, with the melodious prophetic waving 
of its world-wide boughs, deep-rooted as Hela, has 
died out into the clanking of a World-MACHiNE. 
“Tree” and “machine”: contrast these two things. 
I, for my share, declare the world to be no Machine; 
it does not go by wheels and pinions at all I The old 
Norse Heathen had a truer notion of God’s-world than 
these poor Machine- Sceptics; the old Heathen Norse 
were sincere men. But for these poor Sceptics there 
was no sincerity, no truth. Half-truth and hearsay was 
called truth. Truth, for most men, meant plausibility; 
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to be measured by the number of votes you could get. 
They had lost any notion that sincerity was possible^ 
or of what sincerity was. How many Plausibilities 
askings with unaffected surprise and the air of offended 
virtue, What! am not I sincere? Spiritual Paralysis^ 
I say, nothing left but a Mechanical life, was the 
characteristic of that century. For the common man, 
unless happily he stood below his century and be- 
longed to another prior one, it \vas impossible to be 
a Believer, a Hero ; he lay buried, unconscious, under 
these baleful influences. To the strongest man, only 
with infinite struggle and confusion was it possible to 
work himself half-loose; and lead as it were, in an 
enchanted, most tragical way, a spiritual death-in-life, 
and be a Half- Hero I 

^ Scepticism is the name we give to all this ; as the 
chief symptom, as the chief origin of all this. Con- 
cerning which so much were to be said! It would 
take many Discourses, not a small fraction of one 
Discourse, to state what one feels about that 
Eighteenth Century and its ways. As indeed this, 
and the like of this, which we now call Scepticism, 
is precisely the^ black malady and life-foe, against 
which all teaching and discoursing since man’s life 
began has directed itself: the battle of Belief against 
Unbelief is the never-ending battle! Neither is it in 
the W'ay of crimination that one would wish to speak. 
Scepticism, for that century, we must consider as the 
decay of old ways of believing, the preparation afar 
off for new better and wider ways, — an inevitable 
thing. Wc will not blame men for it; we will lament 
their hard fate. We will understand that destruction 
of old forms is not destruction of everlasting sub^ 
stances; that Scepticism, as sorrowful and hateful as 
we see it, is not an end but a beginning. 

The other day speaking, without prior purpose 
that way, of Bentham’s theoi'y of man and man’s 

^ uiore beggarly one than 
Mahomet’s. 1 am bound to say, now when it is once 
uttered, that such is my deliberate opinion. Not that 
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one would mean offence against the man Jeremy 
Bentham, or those who respect and believe him. 
Bentham himself, and even the creed of Bentham, 
seems to me comparatively worthy of praise. It is a 
determinate being what all the world, in a cowardly 
half-and-half manner, was tending to be. Let us 
have the crisis; we shall cither have death or the 
cure. I call this gross, steam-engine Utilitarianism 
an approach towards new Faith. It was a laying 
down of cant; a saying to oneself: “Well then, this 
world is a dead iron machine, the god of it Gravitation 
and selfish Hunger; let us see what, by checking and 
balancing, and good adjustment of tooth and pinion, 
can be made of itT' Benthamism has something 
complete, manful, in such fearless committal of itself 
to what it finds true; you may call It Heroic, though 
a Heroism with its eyes put out I It is the culminating 
point, and fearless ultimatum, of what lay in the half- 
and-half stale, pervading man’s whole existence in 
that Eighteenth Century. It seems to me, all deniers 
of Godhood, and all lip-believers of it, are bound to 
be Benthamites, if they have courage and honesty. 
Benthamism is an eyeless Heroism : the Human 
Species, like a hapless blinded Samson grinding in 
the Philistine Mill, clasps convulsively the pillars of 
its Mill; brings huge ruin down, but ultimately 
deliverance withal. Of Bentham I meant to say no 
harm. 

But this I do say, and would wish all men to know 
and lay to heart, that he who discerns nothing but 
Mechanism in the Universe, has in the fatalest way 
missed the secret of the Universe altogether. That 
ail Godhood should vanish out of men’s conception 
of this Universe seems to me precisely the most brutal 
error, — I will not disparage Heathenism by calling it 
a Heathen error,-— that men could fall into. It is not 
true ; it is false at the very heart of it. A man who 
thinks so will think wrong about all things in the 
world ; this original sin will vitiate ail other con- 
clusions he can form. One might call it the most 
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lamentable of Delusions, — ^not forgetting Witchcraft 
itself I Witchcraft worshipped at least a living Devil; 
but this worships a dead iron Devil; no God, not 
even a Devil! — Whatsoever is noble, divine, inspired, 
drops thereby out of life. There remains everywhere 
in life a despicable capuUmortuum ; the mechanical 
hull, all soul hed out of it. How can a man act 
heroically? The “Doctrine of Motives’’ will teach 
him that it is, under more or less disguise, nothing 
but a wretched love of Pleasure, fear of Pain ; that 
Hunger, of applause, of cash, of whatsoever victual it 
may be, is the ultimate fact of man’s life. Atheism, 
in brief; — which does indeed frightfully punish itself. 
The man, I say, is become spiritually a paralytic 
man; this godlike Universe a dead mechanical Steam“ 
engine, all working by motives, checks, balances, and 
I know not what; wherein, as in the detestable belly 
of some Phalarls’-Buil of his own contriving, he the 
poor Phalaris sits miserably dying I — 

Belief I define to be the healthy act of a man’s 
mind. It is a mysterious indescribable process that 
of getting to believe; — indescribable, as all vital acts 
are, Wc have our mind given us, not that it may 
cavil and argue, but that it may see into something, 
give us dear belief and understanding about some- 
thing, whereon we are then to proceed to act. Doubt, 
truly, is not itself a crime. Certainly we do not rush 
out, dutch up the first thing we find, and straightway 
believe that! All manner of doubt, inquiry, as 

it is named, about all manner of objects, dwells in 
every reasonable mind. It is the mystic working of 
the mind, on the object it is getting to know and 
believe. Belief comes out of ail this, above ground, 
like the tree from its hidden roots. But now if, even 
on common things, wc require that a man keep his 
doubts silent, and not babble of them till they in 
some measure become affirmations or denials; how 
much more in regard to the highest things, impossible 
to speak of in words at all! That a man parade his 
doubt, and get to imagine that debating and logic 

w. 


12 
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(which means at best only the manner of telling us 
your thought, belief or disbelief, about a thing) is the 
triumph and true work of what intellect he has: alas, 
this is as if you should overturn the tree, and instead 
of green boughs, leaves and fruits, shew us ugly 
taloned roots turned up into the air, — and no growth, 
only death and misery going on 1 

For the Scepticism, as I said, is not intellectual 
only; it is moral also; a chronic atrophy and disease 
of the whole soul. A man lives by believing some- 
thing; not by debating and arguing about many things. 
A sad case for him when all that he can manage to 
believe is something he can button in his pocket, and 
with one or the other organ eat and digest! Lower 
than that he will not get. We call those ages in 
which he gets so low the mournfulest, sickest, and 
meanest of all ages. The world’s heart is palsied, 
sick; how can any limb of it be whole? Genuine 
Acting ceases in all departments of the world’s work; 
dexterous Similitude of Acting begins. The world^s 
wages are pocketed, the world’s work is not done. 
Heroes have gone out; Quacks have come in. Ac- 
cordingly, what Century, since the end of the Roman 
world, which also was a time of scepticism, simulacra 
and universal decadence, so abounds with Quacks as 
that^ Eighteenth ? Consider them, with their tumid 
sentimental vapouring about virtue, benevolence, — the 
wretched Quack-squadron, Cagliostro at the head of 
them! Few men were without quackery; they had 
got to consider it a necessary ingredient and amalgam 
for truth. Chatham, our brave Chatham himself, 
comes down to the House, all wrapt and bandaged; 
he '‘has crawled out in great bodily suffering,” and 
so on; — forgets^ says Walpole, that he is acting the 
sick man ; in the fire of debate, snatches his arm from 
the sling, and oratorically swings and brandishes it! 
Chatham himself lives the strangest mimetic life, half- 
hero, half-quack, all along. For indeed the world 
is full of dupes; and you have to gain the world's 
suffrage! How the duties of the world will be done 
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in that case, wliat quantities of error, which means 
failure, which means sorrow and misery, to some and 
to many, will gradually accumulate in all provinces of 
the world’s business, we need not compute. 

It seems to me, 3mu lay jmur finger here on the 
heart of the world’s maladies, when you call it a 
Sceptical World. An insincere world; a godless un- 
truth of a \rorld 1 It is out of this, as I consider, 
that the whole tribe of social pestilences, French 
Revolutions, Chartisms, and what not, have derived 
their being, — their chief necessity to be. This must 
alter. Till this alter, nothing can beneficially alter. 
My one hope of the world, my inexpugnable consola- 
tion in looking at the miseries of the world, is that 
this is altering. Here and there one does now find 
a man who knows, as of old, that this world is a 
Truth, and no Plausibility and Falsity; that he him- 
self is alive, not dead or paralytic; and the world 
is alive, instinct with Godhood, beautiful and awful, 
even as in the beginning of days! One man once 
knowing this, many men, all men, must by and by 
come to know it. It lies there clear, for -whosoever 
will take the spectacles off his eyes and honestly look, 
to know! For such a man the Unbelieving Century, 
with its unblessed Products, is already past; a ne^w 
century is already come. The old unblessed Products 
and Performances, as solid as they look, are Phan- 
tasms, preparing speedily to vanish. To this and the 
other noisy, very great-looking Simulacrum with the 
whole world huzzahing at its heels, he can say, com- 
posedly stepping aside : Thou art not true ; thou art 
not extant, only semblant; go thy way! — Yes, hollow 
Formulism, gross Benthamism, and other unheroic 
atheistic Insincerity is visibly and even rapidly de- 
clining. An unbelieving Eighteenth Century is but an 
exception, — such as now and then occurs. 1 prophesy 
that the world will once more become sincere; a be- 
lieving world; with many Heroes in it, a Heroic World! 
It will then be a victorious world ; never till then. 

Or indeed w’-hat of the world and its victories? 
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Men speak too mttcli about the world. Each one 
of us here, let the world go hom^ it will, and be 
victorious or not victorious, has he not a Life of 
his own to lead? One Life; a little gleam of Time 
between two Eternities; no second chance to us for- 
evermore! It were well for us to live not as fools 
and simulacra, but as wise and realities. The world's 
being saved will not save us ; nor the w^orld's being 
lost destroy us. We should look to ourselves: there 
is great merit here in the “duty of staying at home”! 
And, on the whole, to say truth, 1 never heard of 
“worlds” being “saved” in any other way. That 
mania of saving worlds is itself a piece of the Eight- 
eenth Century with its windy sentimentalism. Let 
us not follow it too far. For the saving of the world 
I will trust confidently to the Maker of the world; 
and look a little to my own saving, which I am more 
competent to! — In brief, for the world’s sake, and for 
our own, we wnll rejoice greatly that Scepticism, In- 
sincerity, Mechanical Atheism, with all their poison- 
dews, are going, and as good as gone. 

Now it was under such conditions, in those times 
of Johnson, that our Men of Letters had to live. 
Times in which there was properly no truth in life. 
Old Truths had fallen nigh dumb; the new lay yet 
hidden, not trying to speak. That Man’s Life here 
below was a Sincerity and Pact, and would forever 
continue such, no new intimation in that dusk of 
the world, had yet dawned. No intimation ; not even 
any French Revolution, — which we define to be a 
Truth once more, though a Truth clad in hellfirel 
How different was the Luther’s pilgrimage, with its 
assured goal, from the Johnson’s girt with mere 
traditions, suppositions, grown now incredible, un- 
intelligible ! Mahomet’s Formulas were of “wood 
waxed and oiled,” and could be burnt out of one’s 
way: poor Johnson’s were far more difficult to burn.— 
The strong man will ever find work^ which means 
difficulty, pain, to the full measure of his strength. 
But to make out a victory, in those circumstances 
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of our poor Hero as Man of Letters, was perhaps 
more difficult than in any. Not obstruction, disor- 
ganisation, Bookseller Osborne and Pourpence-half- 
penny a day; not this alone; but the light of his 
own soul was taken from him. No landmark on the 
Earth; and, alas, what is that to having no loadstar 
ill the Heaven! We need not wonder that none of 
those Three men rose to victory. That they fought 
truly, is the highest praise. With a mournful sym- 
pathy w^e will contemplate, if not three living victorious 
Heroes, as I said, the Tombs of three fallen Heroes! 
They fell for us too; making a way for us. There are 
the mountains which they hurled abroad in their con- 
fused War of the Giants ; under which, their strength 
and life spent, they now lie buried. 

I have already written of these three Literary 
Heroes, expressly or incidentally; what I suppose is 
known to most of you; what need not be spoken or 
written a second time. They concern us here as the 
singular Prophets of that singular age; for such they 
virtually were; and the aspect they and their world 
exhibit, under this point of view, might lead us into 
reflections enough! I call them, all three, Genuine 
Men more or less; faithfully, for most part uncon- 
sciously, struggling to be genuine, and plant them- 
selves on the everlasting truth of things. This to a 
degree that eminently distinguishes them from the 
poor artificial mass of their contemporaries; and 
renders them w-orthy to be considered as Speakers, 
in some measure, of the everlasting truth, as Pro- 
phets in that age of theirs. By Nature herself a 
noble necessity was laid on them to be so. They 
were men of such magnitude that they could not live 
on unrealities, — clouds, froth and all inanity gave way 
under them: there was no footing for them but on 
firm earth; no rest or regular motion for them, if they 
got not footing there. To a certain extent, they were 
Sons of Nature once more in an age of Artifice; once 
more. Original Men. 
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As for Johnson, I have always considered him to be, 
by nature, one of our great English souls. A strong 
and noble man; so much left undeveloped in him to 
the last: in a kindlier element what might he not 
have been, — Poet, Priest, sovereign Ruler! On the 
whole, a man must not complain of his element/' of 
his ‘‘time/' or the like; it is thriftless work doing so. 
His time is bad: well then, he is there to make it 
better — Johnson's youth was poor, isolated, hopeless, 
very miserable. Indeed, it does not seem possible 
that, in any the favourablest outward circumstances, 
Johnson’s life could have been other than a painful 
one. The world might have had more of profitable 
work out of him, or less; but his effort against the 
world's work could never have been a light one. 
Nature, in return for his nobleness, had said to him, 
Live in an element of diseased sorrow. Nay, perhaps 
the sorrow and the nobleness were intimately and 
even inseparably connected with each other. At all 
events, poor Johnson had to go about girt with con- 
tinual hypochondria, physical and spiritual pain. Like 
a Hercules with the burning Nessus’-shirt on him, 
which shoots in on him dull incurable misery: the 
Nesstts' -shirt not to be stript off, which is his own 
natural skin! In this manner, he had to live. Figure 
him there, with his scrofulous diseases, wuth his great 
greedy heart, and unspeakable chaos of thoughts; 
stalking mournful as a stranger in this Earth; eagerly 
devouring what spiritual thing he could come at: 
school-languages and other merely grammatical stuff, 
if there were nothing better! The largest soul that 
was in all England; and provision made for it of 
“fourpence halfpenny a day/' Yet a giant invincible 
soul; a true man's. One remembers always that 
story of the shoes at Oxford: the rough, seamy- 
faced, rawboned College Servitor stalking about, in 
winter-season, with his shoes worn out; how the 
charitable Gentleman Commoner secretly places a 
new^ pair at his door; and the rawboned Servitor, 
lifting them, looking at them near, with his dim eyes, 
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with what thoughts, — pitches them out of window^ ! 
Wet feet, mud, frost, hunger or what you will; but 
not beggary: we cannot stand beggary! Rude stub- 
born self-help here; a whole world of squalor, rude- 
ness, confused misery and want, yet of nobleness and 
nianfuhiess withal. It is a type of the ^ man s life, 
this pitching away of the shoes. An original man ; — 
not a secondhand, borrowing or begging man. Let 
us stand on our own basis, at any rate! On such 
shoes as we ourselves can get. On frost and mud, 
if you will, but honestly on that; — on the reality 
and substance which Nature gives iis, not on the 
semblance, on the thing she has given another 
than us! — 

And yet with all this rugged pride of manhood 
and self-help, was there ever soul more tenderly affec- 
tionate, loyally submissive to what w^as really higher 
than he? Great souls are always loyally submissive, 
ieverent to what is over them; only small mean souls 
are otherwise. I could not find a better proof of what 
I said the other day, That the sincere man w^as by 
nature the obedient man; that only in a World of 
Heroes was there loyal Obedience to the Heroic. 
The essence of originality is not that it be new : 
Johnson believed altogether in the old; he found 
the old opinions credible for him, fit for him ; and in 
a right heroic manner, lived under them. He is well 
worth study in regard to that. For we are to say 
that Johnson was far other than a mere man of wwds 
and formulas; he was a man of truths and facts. He 
stood by the old formulas; the happier was it for 
him that he could so stand : but in all formulas that 
he could stand by, there needed to be a most genuine 
substance. Very curious how”, in that poor Paper- 
age, so barren, artificial, thick-quilted with Pedantries, 
Hearsays, the great Fact of this Universe glared-in 
forever, w^onderful, indubitable, unspeakable, divine- 
infernal, upon this man too i How he harmonised his 
Formulas with it, how he managed at all under such 
circumstances : that is a thing worth seeing. A thing 
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be looked at with reverence, with pity, with awe.’* 
That Church of St Clement Danes, where Johnson 
still imrshipped in the era of Voltaire, is to me a 
venerable place. 

It was in virtue of his sincerity, of his speaking 
still in some sort from the heart of Nature, though 
in the current artihcial dialect, that Johnson was a 
Prophet Are not all dialects artificial” ? Artificial 
things are not all false; — nay every true Product of 
Nature will infallibly shape itself; we may say all 
artificial things are, at the starting of them, true. 
What we call “Formulas” are not in their origin 
bad ; they are indispensably good. Formula is 
method, habitude; found wherever man Is found. 
Formulas fashion themselves as Paths do, as beaten 
Highways, leading towards some sacred or high object, 
whither many men are bent Consider it. One man, 
full of heartfelt earnest impulse, finds out a way of 
doing somewhat, — w^ere it of uttering his souFs rever- 
ence for the Highest, were it but of fitly saluting his 
feiiow-man. An inventor was needed to do that, a 
poet; he has articulated the dim -struggling thought 
that dwelt in his own and many hearts. This is his 
way of doing that; these are his footsteps, the be- 
ginning of a “ Path.” And now see ; the second man 
travels naturally in the footsteps of his foregoer, it is 
the easiest method. In the footsteps of his foregoer; 
yet with improvements, changes where such seem 
good ; at all events with enlargements, the Path ever 
widening itself as more travel it; — till at last there 
is a broad Highway whereon the whole world may 
travel and drive. While there remains a City or 
Shrine, or any Reality to drive to, at the farther 
end, the Highviray shall be right welcome! When 
the City is gone, we will forsake the Highway. In 
this manner all Institutions, Practices, Regulated 
Things in the world have come into existence, and 
gone out of existence. Formulas all begin by being/w// 
of substance ; you may call them the skin, the articu- 
lation into shape, into limbs and skin, of a substance 
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that is already there: they had not been there 
otherwise. Idols, as we said, are not idolatrous till 
they become doubtful, empty for the worshipper’s 
heart Much as we talk against Formulas,^! hope 
no one of us Is ignoi ant withal of the high significance 
of true Formulas; that they were, and will ever be, 
the indispensablest furniture of our habitation in this 
world. 

Mark, too, how little Johnson boasts of his ^‘sin- 
cerity.” He has no suspicion of his being particularly 
sincere, — of his being particularly anything! A hard- 
struggling, weary-hearted man, or “ scholar ” as he 
calls himself, trying hard to get some honest liveli- 
hood in the world, not to starve, but to live—without 
stealing! A noble unconsciousness is in him. He 
does not “engrave Truth on his watch-seal”; no, 
but he stands by truth, speaks by it, works and lives 
by it. Thus it ever is. Think of it once more. The < 
man whom Nature has appointed to do great things 
is, first of all, furnished with that openness to Nature 
w'hich renders him incapable of being msincere! To 
his large, open, deep-feeling heart Nature is a Fact: 
all hearsay is hearsay ; the unspeakable greatness of 
this Mystery of Life, let him acknowledge it or not, 
nay even though he seem to forget it or deny it, is 
ever present to htnt ^ — fearful and wonderful, on this 
hand and on that. He has a basis of sincerity; un- 
recognised, because never questioned or capable of 
question. Mirabeau, Mahomet, Cromwell, Napoleon: 
all the Great Men ! ever heard of have this as the 
primary material of them. Innumerable common- 
place men are debating, are talking everywhere their 
commonplace doctrines, which they have learned by 
logic, by rote, at second-hand : to that kind of man 
all this is still nothing. He must have truth; truth 
which he feels to be true. How shall he stand other- 
wise? His whole soul, at all moments, in all ways, 
tells him that there is no standing. He is under 
the noble necessity of being true. Johnson’s way 
of thinking about this world is not mine, any more 
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than Mahomet’s was : but I recognise the everlasting 
element of nicer it y in both ; and see with 

pleasure how neither of them remains ineffectual. 
Neither of them is as chaff sown; in both of them 
is something which the seed-field will grow, 

Johnson was a Prophet to his people; preached 
a Gospel to them, — as all like him always do. The 
highest Gospel he preached we may describe as a 
kind of Moral Prudence: “in a world where much 
is to be done and little is to be known,” see how 
you will do it! A thing w^ell worth preaching. “A 
world where much is to be done and little is to be 
known”: do not sink yourselves in boundless bottom- 
less abysses of Doubt, of wretched godforgetting Un- 
belief; — you were miserable then, powerless, mad: 
how could you do or work at all? Such Gospel 
Johnson preached and taught; — coupled, theoretically 
and practically, with this other great Gospel, “ Clear 
your mind of Cant!” Have no trade with Cant; 
stand on the cold mud in the frosty weather, but 
let it be in your own real torn shoes; “that will be 
better for you,” as Mahomet says! I call this, call 
these two thxng^ joined together, a great Gospel, the 
greatest perhaps that was possible at that time. 

Johnson’s Writings, which once had such currency 
and celebrity, are now as it were disowned by the 
young generation. It is not wonderful; Johnson’s 
opinions are fast becoming obsolete: but his style 
of thinking and of living, we may hope, will never 
become obsolete. I find in Johnson’s Books the 
indisputablest traces of a great intellect and great 
heart;— ever welcome, under what obstructions and 
perversions soever. They are sincere words, those of 
his; he means things by them. A wondrous buckram 
style,— the best he could get to then; a measured 
grandiloquence, stepping or rather stalking along in 
a very solemn way, grown obsolete now; sometimes a 
tumid size of phraseology not in proportion to the 
contents of it; ail this you will put up with. For 
the phraseology, tumid or not, has always something 
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within it. So many beautiful styles, and books, wltb 
nothing in them; — a man is a malei^ictov to the world 
who writes such! They are the avoidable kind! — 
Had Johnson left nothing but his Dictionary^ one 
might have traced there a great intellect, a genuine 
man. Looking to its clearness of definition, its general 
solidity, honesty, insight and successful method, it 
may be called the best of all Dictionaries. There is 
in it a kind of architectural nobleness; it stands there 
like a great solid square-built edifice, finished, sym- 
metrically complete: you judge that a true Builder 
did it. 

One word, in spite of our haste, must be granted 
to poor Bozzy. He passes for a mean, inflated, glut- 
tonous creature ; and was so in many senses. Yet 
the fact of his reverence for Johnson \%ili ever remain 
noteworthy. The foolish conceited Scotch Laird, the 
most conceited man of his time, approaching in such 
awestruck attitude the great dusty irascible Pedagogue 
in his mean garret there: it is a genuine reverence for 
Excellence; a worslup for Heroes, at a time when 
neither Heroes nor worship were surmised to exist. 
Heroes, it would seem, exist ahvaj^s, and a certain 
worship of them! We will also take the liberty to 
deny altogether that of the witty Frenchman, That 
no man is a Hero to his valet-de-chambre. Or if so, 
it is not the Hero’s blame, but the Valet’s: that his 
soul, namely, is a mean valet-mnll He expects 
his Hero to advance in royal stage-trappings, with 
measured step, trains borne behind him, trumpets 
sounding before him. It should stand rather, No man 
can be a Grand-Monarque to his valet-de-chambre. 
Strip your Louis Quatorze of his king-gear, and there 
is left nothing but a poor forked radish with a head 
fantastically carved; — admirable to no valet. The 
Valet does not know a Hero when he sees him! 
Alas, no: it requires a kind of Hero to do that; — 
and one of the world’s wants, in this as in other 
senses, is for most part want of such. 

On the whole, shall we not say, that Boswell’s 
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admiration was well bestowed; that he could have 
found no soul in all England so worthy of bending 
down before ? Shall we not say, of this great mournful 
Johnson too, that he guided his difficult confused exist- 
ence wisely; led it wdl^ like a right valiant man ? That 
waste chaos of Authorship by Trade; that waste chaos 
of Scepticism in religion and politics, in life-theory and 
life- practice; in his poverty, in his dust and dimness, 
with the sick body and the rusty coat : he made it do for 
him, like a brave man. Not wholly without a loadstar 
in the Eternal; he had still a loadstar, as the brave all 
need to have: with his eye set on that, he would change 
his course for nothing in these confused vortices of the 
lower sea of Time. ** To the Spirit of Lies, bearing 
death and hunger, he would in no wise strike his flag.'' 
Brave old Samuel : ultimus Romamrum / 

Of Rousseau and his Heroism I cannot say so much. 
He is not what I call a strong man. A morbid, ex- 
citable, spasmodic man; at best, intense rather than 
strong. He had not “the talent of Silence," an in- 
valuable talent ; which few Frenchmen, or indeed men 
of any sort in these times, excel in ! The suffering man 
ought really “ to consume his own smoke " ; there is 
no good in emitting smoke till you have made it into 
fire^ — which, in the metaphorical sense too, all smoke 
is capable of becoming ! Rousseau has not depth or 
width, not calm force for difficulty ; the first character- 
istic of true greatness. A fundamental mistake to call 
vehemence and rigidity strength I A man is not strong 
who takes convulsion-fits ; though six men cannot hold 
him then. He that can walk under the heaviest weight 
without staggering, he is the strong man. We need 
forever, especially in these loud-shrieking days, to 
that. A man who cannot hold his 
for speaking and acting, is no 

# /^Poc^^&^eau's me expressive of him. A 

, h A, but in It; bony brows ; 

in \fhkh there is something 
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bewildered-looking, — bewildered, peering with lynx- 
eagerness* A face full of misery, even ignoble misery, 
and also of the antagonism against that ; something 
mean, plebeian there, redeemed only by intensity: the 
face of what is called a Fanatic, — a sadly contracted 
Hero! We name him here because, with all his draw- 
backs, and they are many, he has the first and chief 
characteristic of a Hero: he is heartily iti earnest* 
In earnest, if ever man was; as none of these French 
Philosophers were. Nay, one would say, of an earnest- 
ness too great for his otherwise sensitive, rather feeble 
nature ; and which indeed in the end drove him into 
the strangest incoherences, almost delirations* There 
had come, at last, to he a kind of madness in him : his 
IdesiS possessed him like demons ; hurried him so about, 
drove him over steep places ! — 

The fault and misery of Rousseau was what we easily 
name by a single word Egoism ; which is indeed the 
source and summary of all faults and miseries whatso- 
ever. He had not perfected himself into victory over 
mere Desire; a mean Hunger, in many sorts, was still 
the motive principle of him. I am afraid he was a very 
vain man ; hungry for the praises of men. You remem- 
ber Genlis’s experience of him. She took Jean Jacques 
to the Theatre ; he bargaining for a strict incognito, — 
He would not be seen there for the world I ’’ The 
curtain did happen nevertheless to be drawn aside : the 
Pit recognised Jean Jacques, but took no great notice 
of him! He expressed the bitterest indignation; 
gloomed all evening, spake no other than surly words. 
The glib Countess remained entirely convinced that his 
anger was not at being seen, but at not being applauded 
when seen. How the whole nature of the man is 
poisoned; nothing but suspicion, self-isolation, fierce 
moody ways I He could not live with anybody. A mao 
of some rank from the counties who visited him often, 
and used to sit with him, expressing all reverence and 
affection for him , comes one day ; finds J ean J acques full 
of the sourest unintelligible humour, Monsieur,” said 
Jean Jacques, with flaming eyes, ** I know why you 
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come here. You come to see what a poor life I lead ; 
how little is in my poor pot that is boiling there. Well, 
look into the pot ! There Is half a pound of meat, one 
carrot and three onions; that is all: go and tell the 
whole \\orld that, if you like, Monsieur!” — A man of 
this sort was far gone. The whole world got itself 
supplied with anecdotes, for light laughter, for a certain 
theatrical interest, from these perversions and contor- 
tions of poor Jean Jacques. Alas, to him they were not 
laughing or theatrical; too real to him I The contor- 
tions of a dying gladiator : the crowded amphitheatre 
looks on with entertainment ; but the gladiator is in 
agonies and dying. 

And yet this Rousseau, as we say, with his passionate 
appeals to Mothers, with his Contrat-sociaU with his 
celebrations of Nature, even of savage life in Nature, 
did once more touch upon Reality, struggle towards 
Reality; was doing the function of a Prophet to his 
Time. As he could, and as the Time could I Strangely 
through all that defacement, degradation and almost 
madness, there is in the inmost heart of poor Rousseau 
a spark of real heavenly fire. Once more, out of the 
element of that withered mocking Philosophism, Scep- 
ticism and Persiflage, there has arisen in this man the 
ineradicable feeling and knowledge that this Life of ours 
is true ; not a Scepticism, Theorem, or Persiflage, but 
a Fact, an aw^ful Reality. Nature had made that revela- 
tion to him ; had ordered him to speak it out. He got 
it spoken out; if not well and clearly, then ill and 
dimly, — as clearly as he could. Nay what are all errors 
and perversities of his, even those stealings of ribbons, 
aimless confused miseries and vagabondisms, if we will 
interpret them kindly, but the blinkard dazzlement and 
staggerings to and fro of a man sent on an errand he 
is too weak for, by a path he cannot yet And ? Men are 
led by strange ways. One should have tolerance for a 
man, hope of him ; leave him to try yet what he will 
do. While life lasts, hope lasts for every man. 

Of Rousseau’s literary talents, greatly celebrated still 
among his countrymen, I do not say much. His Books, 
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like himself, are what I call unhealthy; not the good sort 
of Books. There is a sensuality in Rousseau. Combined 
with such an intellectual gift as his, it makes pictures 
of a certain gorgeous attractiveness : but they are not 
genuinely poetical. Not white sunlight: something 
operatic; a kind of rosepink, artificial bedizenment. It 
is frequent, or rather it is universal, among the French 
since his time. Madame de Stael has something of it ; 
St Pierre; and down onwards to the present astonish- 
ing convulsionary Literature of Desperation/’ it is 
everywhere abundant. That same rosepink is not the 
right hue. Look at a Shakspeare, at a Goethe, even 
at a Waiter Scott! He who has once seen into this, 
has seen the difference of the True from the Sham-True, 
and will discriminate them ever afterwards. 

We had to observe in Johnson how much good a 
Prophet, under all disadvantages and disorganisations, 
can accomplish for the world. In Rousseau we are 
called to look rather at the fearful amount of evil which, 
under such disorganisation, may accompany the good. 
Historically it is a most pregnant spectacle, that of 
Rousseau. Banished into Paris garrets, in the gloom}^' 
company of his own Thoughts and Necessities there ; 
driven from post to pillar ; fretted, exasperated till the 
heart of him went mad, he had grown to feel deeply 
that the world was not his friend nor the world’s law. 
It was expedient, if any way possible, that such a man 
should not have been set in fiat hostility with the 
world. He could be cooped into garrets, laughed at 
as a maniac, left to starve like a wild beast in his cage ; 
— but he could not be hindered from setting the world 
Oil fire. The French Revolution found its Evangelist 
in Rousseau. His semi-delirious speculations on the 
miseries of civilised life, the preferability of the savage 
to the civilised, and such like, helped well to produce a 
whole delirium in France generally. True, may 
well ask, What could the world, the governors of the 
world, do with such a man ? Difficult to say what the 
governors of the world could do with him ! What he 
could do with them is unhappily clear enough,— 
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guillotim a great many of them! Enough now of 
Rousseau. 

It was a curious phenomenon, in the withered, un- 
believing, secondhand Eighteenth Century, that of a 
Hero starting up, among the artificial pasteboard 
figures and productions, in the guise of a Robert Burns. 
Like a little well in the rocky desert places, — like a 
sudden splendour of Heaven in the artificial Vauxhall ! 
People knew not what to make of it. They took it for 
a piece of the Vauxhall fire-work; alas, It let itself be 
so taken, though struggling half-blindly, as in bitterness 
of death, against that 1 Perhaps no man had such a 
false reception from his fellow-men. Once more a very 
wasteful life-drama was enacted under the sun. 

The tragedy of Burns’s life is known to all of you. 
Surely we may say, if discrepancy between place held 
and place merited constitute perverseness of lot for a 
man, no lot could be more perverse than Burns’s. 
Among those secondhand acting-figures, mimes for 
most part, of the Eighteenth Century, once more a 
giant Original Man ; one of those men who reach down 
to the perennial Deeps, who take rank with the Heroic 
among men: and he was born in a poor Ayrshire hut 
The largest soul of all the British lands came among 
us in the shape of a hard-handed Scottish Peasant. — 
His Father, a poor toiling man, tried various things; 
did not succeed in any; was involved in continual diffi- 
culties. The Steward, Factor as the Scotch call him, 
used to send letters and threatenings, Burns says, 
''which threw us all into tears.” The brave hard- 
toiling, hard-suffering Father, his brave heroine of a 
wife and those children, of whom Robert was one! 
In this Earth, so wide otherwise, no shelter for them. 
The letters " threw us all into tears ” : figure it. The 
brave Father, I say always; — a silent Hero and Poet; 
without whom the son had never been a speaking one I 
Burns’s Schoolmaster came afterwards to London, 
learnt what good society was; but declares that in no 
meeting of men did he ever enjoy better discourse than 
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at the hearth of this peasant. And his poor seven 
acres of nursery-ground/’ nor the niiserable patch 
of clay-farm, nor anything he tried to get a living by, 
would prosper with him; he had a sore unequal 
battle ail his days. But he stood to it valiantly ; a 
Wise, faithful, unconquerable man; — swallowing down 
how many sore sufferings daily into silence; fighting 
like an unseen Hero, — nobody publishing newspaper- 
paragraphs about his nobleness; voting pieces of plate 
to him! However, he was not lost; nothing is lost. 
Robert is there; the outcome of him, — and indeed of 
many generations of such as him. 

This Burns appeared under every disadvantage: un- 
instructed, poor, born only to hard manual toil; and 
writing, when it came to that, m a rustic special dialect, 
known only to a small province of the country he lived 
In. Had he written, even what he did wTite, in the 
general language of England, I doubt not he had 
already become universally recognised as being, or 
capable to be, one of our greatest men. That he should 
have tempted so many to penetrate through the rough 
husk of that dialect of his, is proof that there lay some- 
thing far from common within it. He has gained a 
certain recognition, and is continuing to do so over all 
quarters of our wide Saxon w^orld: wiicrcsocver a 
Saxon dialect is spoken, it begins to be understood, by 
personal inspection of this and the other, that one of 
the most considerable Saxon men of the Eighteenth 
century was an Ayrshire Peasant named Robert Burns. 
Yes, I wall say, here too was a piece of the right Saxon 
stuff: strong as the Harz-rock, rooted in the depths of 
the world; — rock, yet with wells of living softness in 
it! A wuld impetuous whirlwind in passion and faculty 
slumbered quiet there; such heavenly melody dwelling 
in the heart of it. A noble rough genuineness; homely, 
rustic, honest; true simplicity of strength; with its 
lightning-fire, with its soft dewy pity;— like the old 
Norse Thor, the Peasant-god! — 

Burns’s Brother Gilbert, a man of much sense and 
wwth, has told me that Robert, an his young days, In 
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spite of their hardship, was ust tally the gayest of 
speech ; a fellow of infinite frolic, laughter, sense, and 
heart; far pleasanter to hear there, stript cutting peats 
in the bog, or such like, than he ever afterwards knew 
him. I can well believe it This basis of mirth {^^fond 
gaillard,'' as old Marquis Mirabeau calls it), a primal- 
element of sunshine and joyfuliiess, coupled with his 
other deep and earnest qualities, is one of the most 
attractive characteristics of Burns. A large fund of 
Hope dwells in him; spite of his tragical history, he 
is not a mourning man. He shakes his sorrows gallantly 
aside; bounds forth victorious over them. It is as 


the lion shaking “dew-drops from his mane”; as the 
swift-bounding horse, that laughs at the shaking of the 
spear. — But indeed, Hope, Mirth, of the sort like 
Burns’s, are they not the outcome properly of warm 
generous affection, — such as is the beginning of all to 
every man ? 

You would think it strange if I called Burns the most 
gifted British soul we had in all that century of his : 
and yet I believe the day is coming when there will be 
little danger in saying so. His waitings, all that he 
did under such obstructions, are only a poor fragment 
of him. Professor Stewart remarked very justly, what 
indeed is true of all Poets good for much, that his 
poetry was not any particular faculty; but the general 
result of a naturally vigorous original mind expressing 
itself in that way. Burns’s gifts, expressed in con- 
versation, are the theme of all that ever heard him. 
All kinds of gifts: from the gracefulest utterances of 


courtesy, to the highest fire of passionate speech ; loud 
fioods of mirth, soft wailings of affection, laconic em- 
phasis, clear piercing insight: all was m him. Witty 
duchesses celebrate him as a man whose speech “ led 
them off their feet” This is beautiful : but still more 
.4^trtrfu!4hf t which Mr Lockhart has recorded, which 
h#e jmore'Stj^n once alluded to, How the waiters 

come 

ffWfP t^%an speak I Waiters and ostlers : 

t^jeiMand here was a man! I have 
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heard much about his speech; hut one of the best 
things I ei^er heard of it was, last year, from a venerable 
gentleman long familiar with him. That it was speech 
distinguished by always having someth i Jig iu it. ‘'He 
spoke rather little than much/' this old man told me ; 

sat rather silent in those early days, as in the com- 
pany of persons above him ; and tihvays hen he did 
speak, it was to throw new light on the matter/’ I 
know not why any one shotdd ever speak otherwise ! — 
But if we look at his general force of soul, his healthy 
robustness every w^ay, the rugged down rightness, 
penetration, generous valour and manfulness that was 
in hlm,^ — where shall we readily ind a better gifted 
man ? 

Among the great men of the Eighteenth Century, I 
sometimes feel as if Burns might be found to resemble 
Mirabeau more than any other. They differ widely in 
vesture; yet look at them intrinsically. There is the 
same burly thick-necked strength of body as of soul ; — 
built, in both cases, on what the old Marquis calls a 
fond gaillard. By nature, by course of breeding, indeed 
by nation, Mirabeau has much more of bluster; a noisy, 
forw’'ard, unresting man. But the characteristic of 
Mirabeau too is veracity and sense, power of true 
insight, superiority of vision. The thing that he says 
is worth remembering. It is a ffash of insight into 
some object or other: so do both these men speak. 
The same raging passions; capable too in both of mani- 
festing themselves as the tenderest noble affections. 
Wit, wild laughter, energ}^ directness, sincerity ; these 
were in both. The types of the two men were not dis- 
similar. Burns too could have governed, debated in 
National Assemblies; politicised, as few could. Alas, 
the courage which had to exhibit itself in capture of 
smuggling schooners in the Solw^'ay Frith ; in keeping 
silence over so much, where no good speech, but only 
inarticulate rage was possible ; this might have bellowed 
forth Ushers de Breze and the like; and made itself 
visible to all men, in managing of kingdoms, in ruling 
of great ever-memorable epochs I But they said to 


13—2 
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him reprovingly, his Official Superiors said, and wrote : 
**You are to work, not think/’ Of your thinking- 
faculty, the greatest in this land, we have no need; you 
are to gauge beer there ; for that only are you w^anted. 
Very notable ; — and w^orth mentioning, though we know 
what is to be said and answered! As if Thought, 
Poww of Thinking, were not, at all times, in all places 
and situations of the w’-orld, precisely the thing that 
was wanted. The fatal man, is he not alw^ays the 
unthlxMng man, the man who cannot think and see ; 
but only grope, and hallucinate, and missee the nature 
of the thing he w-orks with ? He missees it, mistakes 
it, as we say; takes it for one thing, and it is another 
thing, — and leaves him standing like a Futility there ! 
He is the fatal man ; unutterably fatal, put in the high 
places of men. — Why complain of this? say some. 
Strength is mournfully denied its arena ; that was 
true from of old. Doubtless ; and the worse for the 
arena, say I! Complaining profits little; stating 
of the truth may profit. That a Europe, with its 
French Revolution just breaking out, finds no need of 
a Burns except for gauging beer, — is a thing I, for 
one, cannot rejoice at! — 

Once more w^e have to say here that the chief 
quality of Burns is the sincerity of him. So in his 
Poetry, in his Life. The Song he sings is not of 
fantasticalities ; it is of a thing felt, really there ; the 
prime merit of this, as of all in him, and of his Life 
generally, is truth. The Life of Burns is what we may 
call a great tragic sincerity. A sort of savage sincerity, 
— not cruel, far from that ; but wild, wTestling naked 
with the truth of things. In that sense, there is some- 
thing of the savage in all great men. 

Hero-worship, — Odin, Burns ? Well ; these Men of 
Letters too were not without a kind of Hero-worship : 
but what a strange condition has that got into now I 
The waiters and ostlers of Scotch inns, prying about 
the door, eager to catch any word that fell from Burns, 
were doing unconscious reverence to the Heroic* John- 
son had his Boswell for worshipper. Rousseau had 
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worshippers enough ; princes calling on him in his mean 
garret; the greatj the beautiful doing reverence to the 
poor moonstruck man. For himself a most portentous 
contradiction ; the two ends of his life not to be brought 
into harmony. He sits at the tables of grandees; and 
has to copy music for his own living. He cannot even 
get his music copied: By dint of dining out/" says 
he, I run the risk of dying by starvation at home/" 
For his worshippers too a most questionable thiagi 
If doing Hero-worship well or badly be the test of vital 
wellbeing or illbeing to a generation, can we say that 
these generations are very first-rate ? — And yet our 
heroic Men of Letters do teach, govern, are kings, 
priests, or what you like to call them ; intrinsically 
there is no preventing it by any means whatever. The 
world has to obey him who thinks and sees in the 
world. The world can alter the manner of that ; can 
either have it as blessed continuous summer-sunshine, 
or as unblessed black thunder and tornado, — with un- 
speakable difference of profit for the world! The 
manner of it is very alterable; the matter and fact 
of it not, by any power under the sky. Light; or, 
failing that, lightning : the world can take its choice. 
Not whether we call an Odin god, prophet, priest 
or what wc call him; but whether we believe the 
word he tells us: there it all lies. If it be a true 
word, we shall have to believe it ; believing it, we shall 
have to do it. What name or welcome we give him or 
it, is a point that concerns ourselves mainly. It^ the 
new Truth, new deeper revealing of the Secret of this 
Universe, is verily of the nature of a message from on 

high; and must and will have itself obeyed. 

My last remark is on that notablest phasis of Burns’s 
history, his visit to Edinburgh. Often it seems to me 
as if his demeanour there were the highest proof he 
gave of what a fund of worth and genuine manhood 
was in him. If we think of it, few heavier burdens 
could be laid on the strength of a mao. So sudden ; 
all common Lion ism ^ which ruins innumerable men, 
was as nothing to this. It is as if Napoleon had been 
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made a Ktng of, not gradually, but at once from the 
Artillery Lieutenancy in the Regiment La P^re. Burns, 
still only in his twenty-seventh year, is no longer even 
a ploughman ; he is flymg to the West Indies to escape 
disgrace and a jaiL This month he is a ruined peasant, 
his wages seven pounds a year, and these gone from 
him: next month he is in the blaze of rank and beauty, 
handing down jewelled Duchesses to dinner; the 
cynosure of all eyes! Adversity is sometimes hard 
upon a man ; but for one man who can stand prosperity, 
there are a hundred that will stand adversity. I admire 
much the way in which Burns met all this. Perhaps 
no man one could point out, was ever so sorely tried, 
and so little forgot himself. Tranquil, unastonished; 
not abashed, not inflated, neither awkwardness nor 
affectation : he feels that he there is the man Robert 
Burns ; that the “ rank is but the guinea-stamp ; that 
the celebrity is but the candle-light, which will shew 
^ what man, not in the least make him a better or other 
man I Alas, it may readily, unless he look to it, make 
him a worse man; a wretched inflated windbag, — 
inflated till he hurst and become a dead lion ; for whom, 
as some one has said, ** there is no resurrection of the 
body”: worse than a living dog! — Burns is admirable 
here. 

And yet, alas, as I have observed elsewhere, these 
Lion-hunters were the rum and death of Bums. It was 
they that rendered it impossible for him to live I They 
gathered round him in his Farm; hindered his in- 
dustry ; no place was remote enough from them. He 
could not get his Lionism forgotten, honestly as he was 
disposed to do so. He falls into discontents, into 
miseries, faults ; the world getting ever more desolate 
for him ; health, character, peace of mind, all gone 
solitary enough now. It is tragical to think of I These 
men came but to see him ; it was out of no sympathy 
with him, nor no hatred to him. They came to get a 
little amusement : they got their amusement and the 
Hero’s life went for it I 

Richter says, in the Island of Sumatra there is a 
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kind of “ Light-chafcrs/’ large Fire-Hics, hich people 
stick upon spits, and l!iuniinat<" the wa3"s with at night* 
Persons of condition can thus tra\ci with u pleasant 
radiance, which they much admire. Great honour to 
the Fire-flies! But — I — 



LECTURE VI 


{^Friday y 22nd May 1840] 

THE HERO AS KING. CROMWELL, NAPOLEON : 

MODERN REVOLUTIONISM 

We come now to the last form of Heroism ; that 
which we call Kingship, The Commander over Men ; 
he to whose will our wills are to be subordinated, and 
loyally surrender themselves, and find their welfare in 
doing so, may be reckoned the most important of Great 
Men. He is practically the summary for us of all the 
various figures of Heroism; Priest, Teacher, what- 
soever of earthly or of spiritual dignity we can fancy 
to reside in a man, embodies itself here, to command 
over us, furnish us with constant practical teaching, 
tell us for the day and hour what w’e are to do» He is 
called Rexy Regulator, Roix our own name is still 
better; King, Konningy which means Can-nlngy Able- 
man. 

Numerous considerations, pointing towards deep, 
questionable, and indeed unfathomable regions, present 
themselves here: on the most of which we must 
resolutely for the present forbear to speak at all. As 
Burke said that perhaps fair Trial hyjury was the soul 
of Government, and that all legislation, administration, 
parliamentary debating, and the rest of it, went on, in 
order bring twelve impartial men into a jury-box ; 
— so, by much stronger reason, may 1 say here, that the 
finding of your Ablemafiy and getting him invested with 
the symbols of ability^ with dignity, worship {worths 
ship), royalty, kinghood, or whatever we call it, so that 
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he may actually have room to guide according to his 
faculty of doing it, — is the business, well or ill accom- 
plished, of all social procedure whatsoever in this 
world I Hustings-speeches, Parliamentaiy motions, 
Reform Bills, French Revolutions, all mean at heart 
this; or else nothing. Find in any country the Ablest 
Mao that exists there; raise hint to the supreme 
place, and loyal!} reverence him : you have a perfect 
government for that country; no ballot-box, parlia- 
mentary eloquence, voting, constitution-building, or 
other machinery whatsoever can improve it a whit. 
It is in the perfect state ; an ideal country. The Ablest 
Man; he means also the truest-hearted, justest, the 
Noblest Man : what he tells us to do must be precisely 
the wisCvSt, fittest, that we could anywdiere or anyhow^ 
learn;— the thing which it will in all ways behove us, 
with right loyal thankfulness, and nothing doubting, 
to do ! Our doing and life were then, so far as govern- 
ment could regulate it, w’cll regulated ; that w^ere the 
ideal of constitutions. 

Alas, w'e know veiy well that Ideals can never be 
completely embodied in practice. Ideals must ever lie 
a very great way off ; and w’e will right thankfully con- 
tent ourselves with any not intolerable approximation 
thereto I Let no man, as Schiller says, too querulously 
^‘measure by a scale of perfection the meagre product of 
reality ” in this poor w^orld of ours. We will esteem him 
no wise man ; w^e will esteem him a sickly, discontented, 
foolish man. And yet, on the other hand, it is never 
to be forgotten that Ideals do exist; that if they be 
not approximated to at all, the whole matter goes to 
wreck! Infallibly. No bricklayer builds a w^all^cr/ecf/j? 
perpendicular, mathematically this is not possible; a 
certain degree of perpendicularity suffices him; and 
he, like a good bricklayer, who must have done with 
his job, leaves it so. And yet if he sway too much 
from the perpendicular; above all, if he throw plummet 
and level quite away from him, and pile brick on brick 
heedless, just as it comes to hand— I Such bricklayer, 
I think, is in a had w^ay. He has forgotten himself ; 
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blit the Law of Gravitation docs not forget to act on 
him; he and his vail rush down into confused welter 
of ruin 1 — 

^This is the history of all rebellions, French Revo- 
lutions, social explosions in ancient or modem times. 
You have put the too Unable Man at the head of 
affairs I The too ignoble, unvaiiant, fatuous man. 
You have forgotten that there is any rule, or natural 
necessity whatever, of putting the Able Man there. 
Brick must lie on brick as it may and can. Unable 
Simulacrum of Ability, quacks in a word, must adjust 
himself with quack, in all manner of administration of 
human things ; — which accordingly lie unadministered, 
fermenting into^ unmeasured masses of failure, of in- 
digent misery : in the outward, and in the inward or 
spiritual, miserable millions stretch out the hand for 
their due supply, and it is not there. The “law of 
gravitation acts; Nature’s laws cio none of them 
forget to act. The miserable millions burst forth into 
Sansculottism, or some other sort of madness : bricks 
and bricklayer lie as a fatal chaos ! — 

Much sorry stuff, written some hundred years ago 
or more, about the “ Divine right of Kings,” moulders 
unread now in the Public Libraries of this country. 
Par be it from us to disturb the calm process by which 
it is disappearing harmlessly from the earth, in those 
repositories I At the same time, not to let the immense 
rubbish go without leaving us, as it ought, some soul 
of it behind, — I will say that it did mean something ; 
something true, which it is important for us and all 
men to keep in mind. To assert that in whatever man 
you chose to lay hold of (by this or the other plan of 
clutching at him) ; and clapt a round piece of metal on 
the head of, and called King, — there straightway came 
to reside a divine virtue, so that he became a kind of 
god, and a Divinity inspired him with faculty and ric^ht 
to ^ule over you to all lengths ; this, — what can we do 
with this but leave it to rot silently in the Public 
Libraries ? But I will say withal, and that is what 
these Divine-right men meant, That in Kings, and in 
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all liiimaii Authorities, and relations that men god* 
created can form among each other, there is verily 
either a Divine Right or else a Diabolic Wrong ; one 
or the other of these two I For it is false altogether, 
what the last Sceptical Century taught us, that this 
world is a steamengine* There is a Gqd in this world; 
and a God’s-sanction, or else the violation of such, does 
look out from all ruling and obedience, from all moral 
acts of men. There is no act more moral between 
men than that of rule and obedience. Woe to him 
that claims obedience when it is not due ; woe to him 
that refuses it when it is ! God’s law is in that, I say, 
however the Parchment-laws may run: there Is a 
Divine Right or else a Diabolic Wrong at the heart of 
every claim that one man makes upon another. 

It can do none of us harm to reflect on this: in all 
the relations of life it will concern us ; in Loyalty and 
Royalty, the highest of these. I esteem the modem 
error, That all goes by self-interest and the checking 
and balancing of greedy knaveries, and that in short 
there Is nothing divine whatever in the association of 
men, a still more despicable error, natural as it is to 
an unbelieving century, than that of a “ divine right” 
in people called Kings. 1 say, Find me the true Jid#* 
ning. King, or Able-man, and he has a divine right over 
me. That we knew in some tolerable measure how to 
find him, and that all men were ready to acknowledge 
his divine right when found : this is precisely the healing 
which a sick world is ever^nvhere, in these ages, seeking 
after ! The true King, as guide of the practical, has 
ever something of the Pontilf in him, — guide of the 
spiritual, from vihich all practice has its rise. This 
too is a true saying, That the King is head of the 
Chtirch, — But we will leave the Polemic stuff of a 
dead century to lie quiet on its book-shelves. 

Certainly it is a fearful business, that of having your 
Abie-man to seek, and not knowing in what manner to 
proceed about it I That is the world’s sad predicament 
in these times of ours. They are times of revolution, 
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and have long been. The bricklayer with his bricks, 
no longer heedful of plummet or the law of gravitation, 
have toppled, tumbled, and it all welters as we see ! 
But the beginning of it was not the French Revolution ; 
that is rather the end^ we can hope. It were truer to 
say, the beginning was three centuries farther back: 
in the Reformation of Luther. That the thing which 
still called itself Christian Church had become a False- 
hood, and brazenly went about pretending to pardon 
men’s sins for metallic coined money, and to do much 
else which in the everlasting truth of Nature it did not 
now do : here lay the vital malady. The inward being 
wrong, all outward went ever more and more wrong. 
Belief died away; all was Doubt, Disbelief. The 
builder cast away his plummet; said to himself, 
What is gravitation ? Brick lies on brick there 1 ” 
Alas, does it not still sound strange to many of us, the 
assertion that there is a God’s-truth in the business of 
god-created men ; that all is not a kind of grimace, an 
expediency,” diplomacy, one knows not what I — 
From that first necessary assertion of Luther’s, 
“You, self-styled Papa^ you are no Father in God at 
ail; you are a Chimera, whom I know not how to 
name in polite language I ’’—from that onwards to the 
shout which rose round Camille Desmoulins in the 
Palais Royal, Aux anncsl” when the people had 
burst up against all manner of Chimeras,— I find a 
natural historical sequence. That shout too, so 
frightful, half-infernal, was a great matter. Once 
more the voice of awakened nations; — starting con- 
fusedly, as out of nightmare, as out of death-sleep, 
into some dim feeling that Life was real ; that God’s- 
world was not an expediency and diplomacy I Infernal ; 
—yes, since they would not have it otherwise. In- 
fernal, since not celestial or terrestrial I Hollowness, 
nsincenty has to cease; sincerity of some sort has 
:o begin. Cost what it may, reigns of terror, horrors 
)f French Revolution or what else, we have to return 
:o truth. Here is a Truth, as I said : a Truth clad in 
lellfire, since they would not but have it so !— 
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A common theory among considerable parties of 
men in England and elsewhere used to be, that the 
French Nation had, in those days, as it were gone 
mad; that the French Revolution was a genera! act 
of insanity, a temporary conversion of France and 
large sections of the world into a kind of Bedlam. 
The Event had risen and raged ; but was a madness 
and nonentity, — gone now happily into the region of 
Dreams and the Picturesque! — To such comfortable 
philosophers, the Three Days of July, 1830, must have 
been a surprising phenomenon. Here is the French 
Nation risen again, in musketry and death-struggle, 
out shooting and being shot, to make that same mad 
French Revolution good ! The sons and grandsons of 
those men, it would seem, persist m the enterprise: 
they do not disown it ; they will have it made good ; 
will have themselves shot, if it be not made good 1 To 
philosophers who had made up their life-system on 
that madness-quietus, no phenomenon could be more 
alarming. Poor Niebuhr, they say, the Prussian 
Professor and Historian, fell broken-hearted in con- 
sequence ; sickened, if we can believe it, and died of 
the Three Days! It wm surely not a very heroic 
death; — little better than Racine’s, dying because 
Louis Fourteenth looked sternly on him once. The 
world had stood some considerable shocks in its time ; 
might have been expected to survive the Three Days 
too, and be found turning on its axis after even them ! 
The Three Daj’s told all mortals that the old French 
Revolution, mad as it might look, was not a transitory 
ebullition of Bedlam, but a genuine product of this 
Earth where w-e all live; that it was verily a Fact, 
and the world in general wmuld do well everywhere 
to regard it as such. 

Truly, without the French Revolution, one wmuld 
not know" what to make of an age like this at all. 
We will hail the French Revolution, as shipwrecked 
mariners might the sternest rock, in a world otherwise 
all of baseless sea and waves. A true Apocalypse, 
though a terrible one, to this false withered artificial 



208 ON HEROES, HERO-WORSHIP 


time ; testifying once more that Nature is prefer- 
natural, if not dhinc, then diabolic; that Semblance 
is not Reality; that it has to become Reality, or the 
world will take fire under it, —burn it into what it is, 
namely Nothing! Plausibility has ended; empty 
Routine has ended; much has ended. This, as with 
a Trump of Doom, has been proclaimed to all men. 
They are the wisest who will learn it soonest. Long 
confused generations before it be learned ; peace im- 
possible till it be! The earnest man, surrounded, 
as ever, with a world of inconsistencies, can await 
patiently, patiently strive to do his work, m the midst 
of that. Sentence of Death is written down in Heaven 
against all that ; sentence of Death is now proclaimed 
on the Earth against it : this he with his eyes may 
see. And surely, I should say, considering the other 
side of the matter, what enormous difficulties he there, 
and how fast, fearfully fast, in all countries, the in- 
exorable demand for solution of them is pressing on, — 
he may easily find other work to do than labouring in 
the Sansculottic province at this time of day ! 

To me, in these circumstances, that of “ Hero- 
worship ” becomes a fact inexpressibly precious ; the 
most solacing fact one sees in the world at present. 
There is an everlasting hope in it for the management 
of the world. Had all traditions, arrangements, creeds, 
societies that men ever instituted, sunk away, this 
would remain. The certainty of Heroes being sent 
us; our faculty, our necessity, to reverence Heroes 
when sent : it riiines like a pole-star through smoke- 
clouds, dust-clouds, and all manner of down-rushing 
and conflagration. 

Hero-worship would have sounded very strange to 
those workers and fighters in the French Revolution. 
Not reverence for Great Men ; not any hope, or belief, 
or even wish, that Great Men could again appear in 
the world I Nature, turned into a “ Machine,” was as 
if effete now; could not any longer produce Great 
Men can tell her, she may give up the trade alto- 
gether, then ; we cannot do without Great Men I— 
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But neither have I any quarrel with that of ** Liberty 
and Equality"’; with the faith that> wise great men 
being impossible, a level immensity of foolish siimll 
men would suffice. It was a natural faith then and 
there, Liberty and Equality ; no Authority needed 
any longer. Hero-worship, reverence for swc/i Au- 
thorities, has proved false, is itself a falsehood; no 
more of it! We have had such forgeries^ wc will now 
trust nothing. So many base plated coins passing in 
the markeb the belief has now become common that 
no gold any longer exists, — and even that we can do 
very well without gold I ” — I hod this, among other 
things, in that universal cry of Liberty and Equality ; 
and find it very natural, as matters then stood. 

And yet surely it is but the frafisition from false 
to true. Considered as the wdiole truth, it is false 
altogether; — the product of entire sceptical blindness, 
as yet only stnigghfig to see. Hero-worship exists 
forever, and everywhere: not Loyalty alone; it extends 
from divine adoration down to the lowest practical 
regions of life. ‘‘ Bending before men,” if it is not to 
be a mere empty grimace, better dispensed with than 
practised, is Hero-worship; a recognition that there 
does dwell in that presence of our brother something 
divine ; that every created man, as Novalis said, is a 
revelation in the Flesh,” They were Poets too, that 
devised all those graceful courtesies which make life 
noble! Courtesy is not a falsehood or grimace; it 
need not be such. And Loyalty, religious Worship 
itself, are still possible; nay still inevitable. 

May we not say, moreover, while so many of our 
late Heroes have worked rather as revolutionary men, 
that nevertheless every Great Man, every genuine man, 
is by the nature of him a son of Order, not of Disorder ? 
It IS a tragical position for a true man to work in revo- 
lutions. He seems an anarchist ; and indeed a painful 
element of anarchy does encumber him at eveiy^ step, — • 
him to whose whole soul anarchy is hostile, hateful. 
His mission is Order; every man"s is, ' He is here to 
make what was disorderly, chaotic, Into a thing ruled, 
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regular. He is the missionary of Order. Is not all 
work of man In this world a making of Order ? The 
carpenter finds rough trees ; shapes them, constrains 
them into square fitness, into purpose and use. We 
are all born enemies of Disorder: it is tragical for us 
all to be concerned in image-breaking and down-pulling; 
for the Great Man, more a man than we, it is doubly 
tragical. 

Thus too all human things, maddest French Sans- 
culottisms, do and must work towards Order. I say, 
there is not a man in them, raging in the thickest of 
the madness, but is impelled withal, at all moments, 
towards Order. His very life means that; Disorder 
is dissolution, death. No chaos but it seeks a centre 
to revolve round. While man is mao, some Cromwell 
or Napoleon is the necessary finish of a Sansculottism. 
— Curious : in those da^^s when Hero-worship was the 
most incredible thing to every one, how it does come 
out nevertheless, and assert itself practically, in a 
way which all have to credit. Divine rights take it 
on the great scale, is found to mean divine might 
withal 1 While old false Form ulas are getting trampled 
everywhere into destruction, new genuine Substances 
unexpectedly unfold themselves indestructible. In re- 
bellious ages, wdien Kingship itself seems dead and 
abolished, Cromwell, Napoleon step forth again as 
Kings. The history of these men is what we have 
now to look at, as our last phasis of Heroism, The 
old ages are brought back to us ; the manner in which 
Kings were made, and Kingship itself first took rise, is 
ag^in exhibited in the history of these Two. 

I. 

♦ ^ We have had many civil-wars in England ; wars of 
Red and White Roses, wars of Simon de Montfort ; 
wars enough, which are not very memorable. But 
that war of the Puritans has a significance wdiich 
belongs to no one of the others. Trusting to your 
candour, which will suggest on the other side what 
I have not room to say, I will call it a section once 
more of that great universal war which alone makes up 
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the true History of the World, — the vtar of Belief 
against Unbelief! The struggle of men intent on thi 
real essence of things, against men intent on the 
semblances ami forms of things. The Puritans, to 
many, seem mere savage Iconoclasts, fierce destroyers 
of Forms ; but it were more just to cal! them haters 
of untrue Forms, i hope we know how to respect 
Laud and his King as well as them. Poor Laud seems 
to me to have been weak and ill-starred, not dishonest; 
an unfortunate Pedant rather than anything worse. 
His “ Dreams and superstitions, at which they laugh 
so, have an affectionate, lovable kind of character. 
He is like a College-Tutor, whose whole world is forms, 
College-rules ; whose notion is that these are the life 
and safety of the world. He is placed suddenly, with 
that unalterable luckless notion of his, at the head not 
of a College but of a Nation, to regulate the most 
complex deep-reaching interests of men. He thinks 
they ought to go by the old decent regulations ; nay 
that their salvation will lie in extending and improving 
these. Like a weak man, he drives with spasmodic 
vehemence towards his purpose ; cramps himself to it, 
heeding no voice of prudence, no cry of pity : He will 
have his College-rules obeyed by his Collegians ; that 
first; and till that, nothing. He is an ill-starred 
Pedant, as I said. He would have it the world was 
a College of that kind, and the world was not that. 
Alas, was not his doom stern enough? Whatever 
wrongs he did, were they not all frightfully avenged 
on him? 

It is meritorious to insist on forms ; Religion and j 
all else naturally clothes itself in forms. Everywhere s 
the foDfted world is the only habitable one. Th^ j 
naked formlessness of Puritaoism is not the thing ' 
I praise in the Puritans ; it is the thing I pity, — • 
praising only the spirit which had rendered that 
inevitable ! All substances clothe themselves in forms : 
but there are suitable true forms, and then there are 
untrue unsuitable. As the briefest definition, one 
might say, Forms which grow round a substance, if 

w. 
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. wc rightly titiderstand that, will correspond to the real 
\ nature and purport of it, will be true^ good; forms 
I which are consciously put round a substance, bad. 

I invite you to reflect on this. It distinguishes true 
I from false in Ceremonial Form, earnest solemnity 
I from empty pageant, in all human things. 

There must be a veracity, a natural spontaneity in 
forms. In the commonest meeting of men, a person 
making, what we call, *‘set speeches,” is not he an 
I offence? In the mere drawing-room, whatsoever 
f courtesies you see to be grimaces, prompted by no 
spontaneous reality within, are a thing you wish to get 
j away from. But suppose novr it were some matter 
f of vital concernment, some transcendent matter (as 
I Divine Worship is), about which your whole soul, 
struck dumb with its excess of feeling, knew not how 
i to for fit itself into utterance at all, and preferred 
j formless silence to any utterance there possible,- — 

} wdiat should we say of a man coming fonvard to 
represent or utter it for you in the 'way of upholsterer- 

I mummery ? Such a man,— let him depart swiftly, if 
he love himself I You have lost your only son; are 
mute, struck down, without even tears : an importunate 
man importunately offers to celebrate Funeral Games 
\ for him in the manner of the Greeks ! Such mummery 
\is not only not to be accepted; it is hateful, unen- 
t|durable. It is w’hat the old Prophets called “ Idolatry,” 
Worshipping of hollow shows; what all earnest men 
do and will reject. We can partly understand what 
those poor Puritans meant. Laud dedicating that 
St Catherine Creed’s Church, in the manner we have 
it described; with his multiplied ceremonial bowings, 
isticulations, exclamations: surely it is rather the 
ngorous formal Pedant, intent on his College-rules,” 
than the earnest Prophet, Intent on the essence of 
the matter I 

Puritanism found such forms insupportable ; 
trampled on such forms; — ^we have to excuse it for 
saying, No form at all rather than such! It stood 
preaching in its bare pulpit, with nothing but the 
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Bible in its hand. Nay, a nun preaching^ from his 
earnest soul into the earnest of men s is not this 
virtually the essence of all Churches whatsoever? 
The nakedest, savagest reality,^ I say, is preferable to 
any semblance, however dignified. Besides, Jt^ will 
clothe Itself with due semblance by and by, if it be 
real. No fear of that; actually no fear at all. Given 
the living man^ there \\ill be found clothes for him; 
he Will find himself clothes. But the suit-of-clothes 
pretending that it is both clothes and man — I We 
cannot fight the French” by three hundred thousand 
red uniforms; there must be men in the inside of 
them I Semblance, 1 assert, must actually not divorce 
itself from Reality. If Semblance do, — why then there 
must be men found to rebel against Semblance, for it 
has become a lie! These two Antagonisms at war 
here, in the case of Laud and the Puritans, are as old 
nearly as the world. They went to fierce battle over 
England in that age; and fought out their confused 
controversy to a certain length, with many results for 
all of us. 

In the age which directly followed that of the 
Puritans, their cause or themselves %vere little likely 
to have justice done them. Charles Second and his 
Rochesters were not the kind of men you would set 
to judge what the worth or meaning of such men 
might have been. That there could be any faith or 
truth in the life of a man, was what these poor 
Rochesters, and the age they ushered in, had for- 
gotten. Puritanism w^as hung on gibbets, — like the 
bones of the leading Puritans. Its work nevertheless 
went on accomplishing itself. All true work of a man, 
hang the author of it on what gibbet you like, must 
and will accomplish itself. We have our Habeas- 
Corpus^ our free Representation of the People ; 
acknowledgment, wide as the world, that all men 
are, or else must, shall, and will become, what we call 
free men ; — men with their life grounded on reality 
and justice, not on tradition, which has become unjust 
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and a chimera I This in part, and much besides this, 
was the work of the Puritans. 

And indeed, as these things^ became gradually 
manifest, the character of the Puritans began to clear 
itself. Their memories were, one after another, taken 
down from the gibbet ; nay a certain portion of them 
are now, in these days, as good as canonised. Eliot, 
Hampden, Pym, nay Ludlow, Hutcheson, Vane him- 
self, are admitted to be a kind of Heroes; political 
Conscript Fathers, to whom in no small degree we 
owe what makes us a free England : it would not be 
safe lor anybody to designate these men as wicked. 
Few Puritans of note but find their apologists 
somewhere, and have a certain reverence paid them 
by earnest men. One Puritan, I think, and almost 
he alone, our poor Cromwell, seems to hang yet on 
the gibbet, and find no hearty apologist anywhere. 
Him neither saint nor sinner will acquit of great 
wickedness. A man of ability, infinite talent, courage, 
and so forth: but he betrayed the Cause! Selfish 
ambition, dishonesty, duplicity; a fierce, coarse, hypo- 
critical Tarfuffe ; turning all that noble Struggle for 
constitutional Liberty into a sorry farce played for 
his own benefit : this and worse is the character they 
give of Cromwell. And then there come contrasts 
with Washington and others; above all, with these 
noble Pyms and Hampdens, whose noble work he 
stole for himself, and ruined into a futility and 
deformity. 

This view of Cromwell seems to me the not un- 
natural product of a century like the Eighteenth. 
As we said of the Valet, so of the Sceptic: He does 
not know a Hero when he sees him! The Valet 
expected purple mantles, gilt sceptres, bodyguards and 
flourishes of trumpets : the Sceptic of the Eighteenth 
century looks for regulated respectable Formulas, 
'' Principles/' or what else he may cal! them ; a style 
of speech and conduct which has got to seem ** respect- 
able/' which can plead for itself in a handsome 
articulate manner, and gain the sufrages of an 
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enlightened sceptical Eighteenth centaryl It is, at 
bottom, the same thing that both the Valet and he 
expect ; the garnitures of some acknowledged royalty, 
which then they will acknowledge! The King coming 
to them ill the rugged inform uhslic state shall be no 
King. 

For my own share, far be it from me to say or 
insinuate a word of disparagement against such 
characters as Hampden, Eliot, Pym ; whom I believe 
to have been right worthy and useful men. I have 
read diligently what books and documents about them 
I could come at ; — with the honestest wish to admire, 
to love, and worship them like Heroes; but I am sorry 
to say, if the real truth must be told, with very in- 
different success ! At bottom, I found that it would 
not do. They are very noble men these; step along 
in their stately way, with their measured euphuisms, 
philosophies, parliamentary eloquences, Ship-monies, 
Monarchies of Elan ; a most constitutional, unblamable, 
dignified set of men. But the heart remains cold 
before them; the fancy alone endeavours to get up 
some worship of them. What man’s heart does, in 
reality, break forth into any fire of brotherly love for 
these men ? They are become dreadf ally dull men ! 
One breaks down often enough in the constitutional 
eloquence of the admirable Pym, with his “seventhly 
and lastly.” You find that it may be the admirablest 
thing in the world, but that it is heavy, — heavy as 
lead, barren as brick clay; that, in a word, for you 
there is little or nothing now surviving there! One 
leaves all these Nobilities standing in their niches of 
honour: the rugged outcast Cromwell, he is the man 
of them all, in whom one still finds human stuff. The 
great savage Baresark: he could write no euphu- 
Istic Monarchy of Man ; did not speak, did not work 
with glib regularity ; had no straight story to tell for 
himself anywhere. But he stood bare, not cased in 
euphuistic coat-of-mail; he grappled like a giant, 
face to face, heart to heart, with the naked truth of 
things ! That, after all, is the sort of man for one. 
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I plead guilty to valuing such a man beyond all other 
sorts of men. Smooth-shaven Respectabilities not a 
few one inds, that are not good for much. Small 
thanks to a man for keeping his hands clean, who 
would not touch the work but with gloves on I 
Neither, on the w^hole, does this constitutional 
tolerance of the Eighteenth century for the other 
happier Puritans seem to be a very great matter. 
One might say, it is but a piece of Formulism and 
Scepticism like the rest. They tell us, It was a 
sorrowful thing to consider that the foundation of our 
English Liberties should have been laid by ‘^Super- 
stition,” These Puritans came forward with Calvinistic 
incredible Creeds, Anti-Laudisms, Westminster Con- 
fessions; demanding, chiefly of all, that they should 
have liberty to worship In their own v/ay. Liberty to 
fax themselves: that w^as the thing they should have 
demanded! It w'^as Superstition, Panaticisip, dis- 
graceful Ignorance of Constitutional Philosophy to 
insist on the other thing — Liberty to tax oneself? 
Not to pay out money from your pocket except on 
reason shewn? No century, I think, but a rather 
barren one would have fixed on that as the first right 
of irpan 1 I should say, on the contrary, A just man 
will generally have better cause than money in what 
shape soever, before deciding to revolt against his 
Government. Ours is a most confused world; in 
which a good man will be thankful to see any kind 
of Government maintain itself in a not insupportable 
manner ; and here in England, to this hour, if he is 
not ready to pay a great many taxes which he can 
see very small reason in, it will not go well with him, 
I think! He must try some other climate than this. 
Taxgatherer? Money? He will say: “Take my 
money, since you ca/h and It is so desirable to you ; 
take it, — ^and take yourself away with it; and leave 
me alone to my work here. I am still here ; can still 
work, after all the money you have taken from me!” 
But if they come to him, and say, “Acknowledge a 
Lie ; pretend to say you are worshipping God, when 
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your are not doing it: believe not the thing that yoB r 
find true, but the thing that I find, or pretend to find 
true!” He will answer: *‘No; by God% help, No! 
You may take my purse ; but I cannot have my moral 
Self annihilated. The ^ cash is any Highwayman's 
who might meet me with a loaded pistol; hut the 
Seif is mine and God my Maker’s; it is not yours; 
and I will resist you to the death, and revolt against 
you, and on the whole front all manner of extremities, 
accusations and confusions, in defence of that!” — 

Really, it seems to me the one reason which could 
justify revolting, this of the Puritans, it has been 
the soul of all just revolts among men. Not Hunger 
alone produced even the French Revolution ; no, but 
the feeling of the insupportable all-pervading False- 
hood which had now embodied itself in Hunger, in 
universal material Scarcity and Nonentity, and thereby 
become indisputably false m the eyes of all! We will 
leave the Eighteenth century with its *Hiberty to tax 
itself.” We will not astonish ourselves that the 
meaning of such men as the Puritans remained dim 
to it. To men who believe in no reality at all, how 
shall a real human soul, the intensest of all realities, 
as it were the Voice of this world’s JMaker still 
speaking to us , — be intelligible ? What it cannot 
reduce into constitutional doctrines relative to “ taxing,” 
or other the like material interest, gross, palpable to 
the sense, such a century will needs reject as an 
amorphous heap of rubbish. Hampdens, Pyms, and 
Ship-money will be the theme of much constitutional 
eloquence, striving to be fervid; — ^which will glitter, 
if not as fire does, then as ice does ; and the irreducible 
Cromwell will remain a chaotic mass of “ Madness,” 
“Hypocrisy,” and much else. 

Prom of old, 1 will confess, this theory of Cromweirs 
falsity has been incredible to me. Nay, 1 cannot believe 
the like, of any Great Man whatever. Multitudes of 
Great Men figure in History as false selfish men; but 
if we will consider it, they are but figures for us, 



shadows: we do not see into them as 
men that could have existed at all A superficial 
unbelieving generation only, with no eye but for the 
surfaces and semblances of things, could form such 
notions of Great Men. Can a great soul be possible 
without a conscience in it, the essence of all real 
souls, great or small ? — No, we cannot figure Cromwell 
as a Falsity and Fatuity ; the longer I study him and 
his career, I believe this the less. Why should we ? 
There is no evidence of it. Is it not strange that, 
after all the mountains of calumny this man has been 
subject to, after being represented as the very prince 
of liars, who never, or hardly ever, spoke truth, but 
always some cunning counterfeit of truth, there should 
not yet have been one falsehood brought clearly home 
to him? A prince of liars, and no lie spoken by him. 
Not one that I could yet get sight of. It is like 
Pococke asking Grotius, Where is your proof of 
Mahomefs Pigeon? No proof! — Let us leave all 
these calumnious chimeras, as chimeras ought to be 
left. They are not portraits of the man ; they are 
distracted phantasms of him, the joint product of 
hatred and darkness. 

Looking at the man’s life with our own eyes, it 
seems to me, a very different hypothesis suggests 
itself. What little we know of his earlier obscure 
years, distorted as it has come down to us, does it 
not all betoken an earnest, hearty, sincere kind 
of man ? His nervous melancholic temperament 
indicates rather a seriousness too deep for him. You 
remember that story of his having a vision of the 
Evil Spirit, predicting that he would be Sovereign 
of England, and so forth. In broad daylight, some 
huge white Spectre, which he took to be the Devil, 
with preternatural monitions of some sort, shews 
itself to him: the RoyalisSts made immense babble 
about it; but apart from their speculations, we can 
suppose this story of the Spectre to be true. Then 
there are afterwards those hypochondriacal visions: 
the Doctor sent for; Oliver imagining that *'the 
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steeple of Huntingdoifi was abojit k) tumble on hW " 
Such an excitable deep-feeling nature, in that rugged 

Stubborn bulk of his ; in other words, z soul of such 
wtemity, such sensibility, with all its strength! 

The young Oliver is sent to study law; falls, for 
a little period, into some of the dissipations of youth ; 
but speedily repents, abandons all this: not much 
above twenty, he is married, seliled as an altogether 
grave and quiet man. He pays back what money he 
had won at gambling ; — he does not think any gain of 
that kind could be really his. It is very interesting, 
very natural, this “conversion,^’ as they well name it; 
this awakening of a great true soul from the worldly 
slough, to see into the awful truth of things to see 
that Time and its shows all rested on Eternity, and 
this poor Earth of ours was the threshold cither of 
Heaven or of Hell! Oliver’s life at Ely as a sober 
industrious Farmer, is it not altogether as that of a 
true devout man? He has renounced the world 
and its ways; its prizes are not the thing that can 
enrich him. He tills the earth; he reads his Bible; 
daily assembles his servants round him to worship 
God. He comforts persecuted ministers, is fond of 
preachers; nay, can himself preach,-— exhorts his 
neighbours to be wise, to redeem the time, hi all 
this, what “hypocrisy,” “ambition,” “cant,” or other 
falsity ? The man’s hopes, I do believe, were fixed on 
the otiier Higher World; his aim to get well thither 
by walking well through his humble course in this 
world. He courts no notice : what could notice here 
do for him ? “ Ever in his great Taskmaster’s eye.” 
— It is striking, too, how he comes out once into 
public view; he, since no other is willing to come; 
in resistance to a public grievance. I mean, in that 
matter of the Bedford Fens, No one else will go to 
law with Authority; therefore he will. That matter 
once settled, be returns back into obscurity, to his 
Bible and his Plough* “Gain influence?” His 
Influence is the most legitimate; derived from personal 
knowledge of him, as a just, religious, reasonable and 



detetitiiiiM tnan. In this way he has lived till past 
forty t old age is now In view of him, and the earnest 
portal of Death and Eternity;- -it was at this point that 
he suddenly became ‘^ambitious''! I do not interpret 
his Parliamentary mission in that ’^vay ! 

His successes in Parliament, his successes through 
the war, are honest successes of a brave man ; who 
has more resolution in the heart of him, more light in 
the head of him than other men. His prayers to 
God ; his spoken thanks to the God of Victory, who 
had preserved him safe, and carried him forward so 
far, through the furious clash of a world all set in 
conflict, through desperate-looking envelopments at 
Dunbar ; through the death-hail of so many battles ; 
mercy after mercy; to the ^‘crowning mercy” of 
Worcester Fight: all this is good and genuine for a 
deephearted Calvinistic Cromwell. Only to vain un- 
believing Cavaliers, worshipping not God but their 
own ‘Move-locks,” frivolities and formalities, living 
quite apart from contemplations of God, living with- 
out God in the world, need it seem hypocritical. 

Nor will his participation in the King’s death 
involve him in condemnation with us. It is a stern 
business killing of a King! But if you once go to 
war with him, it lies there ; this and all else lies there. 
Once at war, you have made wager of battle with 
him : it is he to die, or else you. Reconciliation is 
problematic ; may be possible, or, far more likely, is 
impossible. It is now pretty generally admitted that 
the Parlianjent, having vanquished Charles First, had 
no way of making any tenable arrangement with him. 
The large Presbyterian party, apprehensive now of 
the Independents, were most anxious to do so; anxious 
indeed as for their own existence; but it could not be. 
The unhappy Charles, in those final Hampton-Court 
negotiations, shews himself as a man fatally incapable 
of being dealt with. A man who, once for all, could 
not and w’ould not uiiderstand thought did 

not in any measure represent to him the real fact of 
the matter; nay, worse, whose word did not at all 
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represent his thought. We may say this of him 
without cruelty, with deep pity rather; but it is true 
and undeniable. Forsaken there of at! but the name 
of Kingship, he still, iinding himself treated with out- 
ward respect as a King, fancied that he might play off 
party against party, and smuggle himself into his old 
power by deceiving both. Alas, they both discovered 
that he was deceiving them. A man whose word will 
not inform you at all what he means or will do, is not 
a man you can bargain with. You must get out of 
that man’s w^ay, or put him out of yours I The 
Presbyterians, in their despair, were still for believing 
Charles, though found false, unbelievable again and 
again. Not so Cromwell : ‘‘For all our fighting,” says 
he, are to have a little bit of paper?” NoI~ 

In fact, everywhere we have to note the decisive 
practical eye of this man ; how he drives towards the 
practical and practicable ; has a genuine insight into 
what is fact. Such an intellect, I maintain, does not 
belong to a false man : the false man sees false shows, 
plausibilities, expediencies : the true man is needed to 
discern even practical truth, Cromwell’s advice about 
the Parliament’s Army, early in the contest, How they 
were to dismiss their city-tapsters, flimsy riotous 
persons, and choose substantial yeomen, whose heart 
was in the work, to be soldiers for them : this is advice 
by a man who saw. Fact answers, if you see into 
Fact 1 Cromwell's Ironsides were the embodiment of 
this insight of his; men fearing God; and without any 
other fear- No more conclusively genuine set of 
fighters ever trod the soil of England, or of any other 
land. 

Neither will we blame greatly that word of 
Cromwell’s to them ; which was so blamed : “ If the 
King should meet me in battle, I would kill the King.” 
Why not? These words were spoken to men who 
stood as before a Higher than Kings. They had set 
more than their own lives on the cast. The Parliament 
may call it, in official language, a fighting the 
King”: but we, for our share, cannot understand that. 



To it is tio dilettante work, no sleek officiality ; it 
is sheer rough death and earnest. They have brought 
it to the calling forth of War; horrid internecine light, 
man grappling with man in hre-eyed rage, — the infernal 
element in man called forth, to try it by that ! Do 
that therefore; since that is the thing to be done.— 
The successes of Cromwell seem to me a very natural 
thing ! Since he was not shot in battle, they were an 
inevitable thing. That such a man, with the eye to 
see, with the heart to dare, should advance, from post 
to post, from victory to victory, till the Huntingdon 
Farmer became, by whatever name you might call 
him, the acknowledged Strongest Man in England, 
virtually the King of England, requires no magic to 
explain it! — 

Truly it is a sad thing for a people, as for a man, 
to fall into Scepticism, into dilettantism, insincerity ; 
not to know a Sincerity when they see it. For this 
world, and for all worlds, what curse is so fatal ? The 
heart lying dead, the eye cannot see. What intellect 
remains is merely the vulpine intellect That a true 
King be sent them is of small use ; they do not know 
him when sent. They say scornfully, !s this your King ? 
The Hero wastes his heroic faculty in bootless contra- 
diction from the unworthy; and can accomplish little. 
For himself he does accomplish a heroic life, which is 
much, which is all; but for the world he accomplishes 
comparatively nothing. The wild rude Sincerity, direct 
from Natgre, is not glib in answering from the witness- 
box: in your small-debt pie^powder court, he is scouted 
as a counterfeit. The vulpine intellect ** detects'* him. 
For being a man worth any thousand men, the response 
your Knox, your Cromwell gets, is an argument for 
two centuries, whether he was a man at all. God's 
greatest gift to this Earth is sneeringly Hung away. 
The miraculous talisman is a paltry plated coin, not 
lit to pass In the shops as a common guinea. 

Lamentable this 1 I say, this must be remedied. 
Till this be remedied in some measure, there is nothing 
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remecLicd* ‘^Deteci quacks? ^es do, for Heaven’s 
sake: buf: kiicnv \vith;il the men that arc to be trusted! 
Till -'Ae know that, %xir.xt h ail our knowledge; how 
shall we so much as '* detect'’ ? I’he vulpirse sharp- 
ness, which considers itself to be Irnowiedge, and 
detects” in that iashion, is far mistaken. Dupes 
indeed are many: but, of all there is none so 

fatally situated as he who lives in undue terror of being 
duped. The world does exist; the world has truth in 
it, or it \vouid not exist! First recognise what is true, 
we shall thcfi discern what is false; and properly never 
till then. 

Know the men that are to be trusted” : alas, this 
is yet, in these days, very far from us. The sincere 
alone can recognise sincerity. Not a Hero only is 
needed, but a world fit for him; a world not of Vahls; 
— ^the Hero comes almost in vain to it otherwise! 
Yes, it is far from us: but it must come: thank God, 
it is visibly coming. Till it do come, what have we ? 
Ballot-boxes, sui^rages, French Revolutions if we 
are as Valets, and do not kno\v» the Hero when we 
see him, what good are all these? A heroic Cromwell 
comes; and for a hundred and fifty years he cannot 
have a vote from us. Why, the insincere, unbelieving 
world is the naitiral property of the Quack, and of 
the Father of Quacks and Quackeries I Misery, 
confusion, unveracity are alone possible there. By 
ballot-boxes we alter the figure of our Quack ; 
but the substance of him continues. The Valet- 
World has to be governed by the Sham- Hero, by 
the King merely dressed in King-gear. ’ it is his ; 
he is its \ One of two things ; We shall either learn 
to know a Hero, a true Governor and Captain, some- 
what better, when we see him; or else go on to be 
forever governed by the Unheroic; — had we ballot- 
boxes clattering at every street-corner, there were no 
remedy in these. 

Poor Cromwell, — great Cromwell I The inarticu- 
late Prophet ; Prophet who could not speak. Rude, 
confused, struggling to utter himself, with his savage 



depth, witli'his wild sincerity; and he looked so strange, 
^mong the elegant Euphtiisins; dainty lltttle Falk- 
lands, didactic Chillingworths, diplomatic Clarendons! 
Consider him. An outer hull of chaotic confusion, 
visions of the Devil, nervous dreams, almost semi- 
madness; and yet such a clear determinate man’s- 
energy working in the heart of that. A kind of 
chaotic man. The ray as of pure starlight and fire, 
working in such an element of boundless hypochondria, 
?^?i.formed black of darkness! And yet withal this 
hypochondria, v hat was it but the very greatness of 
the man? The depth and tenderness of his wild 
affections; the quantity of sympathy he had with 
things, — the quantity of insight he would yet get into 
the heart of things, the mastery he would yet get 
over things : this was his hypochondria. The man’s 
misery, as man’s misery always does, came of his 
greatness. Samuel Johnson too is that kind of 
man. Sorrow-stricken, half-distracted ; the wide 
element of mournful black enveloping him, — wide 
as the world. It is the character of a prophetic 
man ; a man with his whole soul seeing and struggling 
to see. 

On this ground, too, I explain to myself Cromwell’s 
reputed confusion of speech. To himself the internal 
meaning was sun -clear ; but the material with which 
he was to clothe it m utterance was not there. He 
had hved silent; a great unnamed sea of Thought 
round him all his days ; and in his way of life little 
call to attempt naming or uttering that. With his 
sharp power of vision, resolute power of action, 

I doubt not he could have learned to write Books 
withal, and speak fluently enough;— he did harder 
things than writing of Books. This kind of man is 
precisely he who is fit for doing manfully all things 
you will set him on doing. Intellect is not speaking 
and logicizing ; it is seeing and ascertaining. Virtue, 
Vtrdus^ manhood, hero-hood, is not fairspoken Im- 
maculate regularity ; it is first of all, what the 
Germans well name it, Tugend (Taugend, dow4ng 
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or I)oiio/}i\n(^ss), Coi.ira 5 :c and the PacuHy to do. 
This basis the mat re r Croniwcll had in hmn 

One unJcrstinJs mv»reovcr iiow, ihou^'h he could 
not speak in Farliaireut* lie niigiit prarch, rh-.{psodic 
preaching: anove all, ]u)^^ ho might be great in ex- 
tempore pra\cr. These are the hoc outpouring 
utterances ol what is in the hearr: method is not 
required in them ; \\’armrb, depth, sincerity are ail 
tha.t is required. Cromvi ell’s habit of prayer is a 
notable feature of him. All his great enterprises were 
commenced with prayer. In dark inextricable-looking 
diflieuities, his (3fiicers and he used to assemble, and 
pray alternately, for hours, for days, till some definite 
resolution rose among tliem, some “door of hoped’ as 
they would name it, disclosed itself. Consider that, 
in tears, in fereent prayers, and cries to the great 
God. to have pity on them, to make His light shine 
before them. They, armed Soldiers of Christ, as the}’’ 
felt themselves to be; a little baiiwl of Christian 
Brothers, who had drawn the sword against a great 
black devouring world not Christian, hut Alammonish, 
Dev‘jish,-~ihey cried to God in their straits, in their 
extreme need, not to forsake the Cause that was His. 
The light which now rose upon them, — how could a 
human soul, by any means at all, get better light? 
Was not the purpose so formed like to be precisely 
the best, wisest, the one to be followed without hesita- 
tion any more ? To them it was as the shining of 
Heaven's own Splendour in the waste-howling dark- 
ness: the Pillar of Fire by night, that was to guide 
them on their desolate perilous way. Was it not 
such ? Can a man’s soul, to this hour, get guidance 
by any other method than intrinsically by that same, 
— devout prostration of the earnest struggling soul 
before the Highest, the Giver of all Light; be such 
prayer a spoken, articulate, or be it a voiceless, in- 
articulate one ? There is no other method. “ Hypo- 
crisy r ” One begins to be weary of all that. They 
who call it so, have no right to speak on such matters. 
They never formed a purpose, what one can call a 



' ’^ent about balancing expediences^ 

plausibilities; gathering votes, advices; they never 
were atone with the truth of a thing at a!i.“~Crom- 
weirs prayers were likely to be “eloquent/' and much 
more than that His was the heart of a man who 
could pray. 

But indeed his actual Speeches, I apprehend, v ere 
not nearly so ineloquent, incondite, as they look, We 
find he was, what all speakers aim to be, an impressive 
speaker, even in Parliament; one who, from the first, 
had weight. With that rude passionate voice of his, 
he was always understood to mean something, and 
men wished to know what. He disregarded eloquence, 
nay despised and disliked it; spoke always without 
premeditation of the words he was to use. The 
Reporters, too, in those days, seem to have been 
singularly candid; and to have given the Printer 
precisely w^'hat they found on their own note-paper. 
And withal, what a strange proof is it of CromwelFs 
being the premeditative ever-calculating hypocrite, 
acting a play before the world, That to the last he 
took no more charge of his Speeches I How came he 
not to study his words a little, before flinging them 
out to the public? If the words were true words, 
they could be left to shift for themselves. 

But with regard to Cromwell’s “lying,” we will 
make one remark. This, 1 suppose, or something like 
this, to have been the nature of it. All parties found 
themselves deceived in him; each party understood 
him to be meaning this, heard him even say so, and 
behold he turns out to have been meaning that I He 
was, cry they, the chief of liars. But now, intrinsi- 
cally, is not all this the inevitable fortune, not of a 
false man in such times, but simply of a superior man ? 
Such a man must have reticences in him. If he walk 
wearing his heart upon his sleeve for daws to peck at, 
his journey will not extend far I There is no use for 
any man's taking up his abode ||| a house built of 
glass. A man always is to the judge how 

much of his mind he will shew th bfher men ; even to 
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those he woiikl have \Vofk alotlg hW. There 
impertinciii encjuiries made; your rule ia, to leave the 
inquirer it ^Informed on that matter; not, if you can 
help itj but precisely ns dark as he was! 

This, could one hit the right phrase of^ response, is 
what the wuse and faithful man wanild aun to answer 


in such a case. 

Cromweii, no doubt of it, spoke often in the dialect 
of small subaltern parties; uttered to them a part of 
his mind. Each little party thought him all its own. 
Hence their rage, one and all, to find him not of their 
party, but of his own party! Was it his blame? At 
all seasons of his history, he must have felt, among 
such people, liow’', if he evplamed to them the deeper 
insight he had, they must either have shuddered 
aghast at it, or believing it, their own little compact 
hypothesis must have gone wholly to wreck. They 
could not have worked in his province any more; nay 
perhaps they could not now have worked in their own 
province. It is the inevitable position of a great man 
among small men. Small men, most active, useful, 
are to be seen everywhere, whose whole activity 
depends on some conviction which to you is palpably 
a limited one; imperfect, what we call an error. But 
W'Ould it be a kindness always, is it a duty always or 
often, to disturb them in that ? Many a man, doing 
loud work in the world, stands only on some thin 
tradilionality, conventionality; to him indubitable, to 
you incredible: break that beneath him, he sinks to 
endless depths I “ I might have my hand full of 
truth,” said Fontenelle, “and open only my little 
finger.” 

And if this be the fact even in matters of doctrine, 
how much more in all departments of practice. He 
that cannot withal keep Iit$ mind to himself cannot 
practise any considerable thing wdiatever. And ’we 
call it “dissimulation,” all this? What would you 
think of calling general of an army a dissembler 
because he did hot tel! every corporal and private 
soldier, wdio pleased to put the question, what his 
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i ifeout everything ?—Ctt>mweii, I should 

«th» say, managed all this in a manner we must 
admire for its perfection. An endless vortex of such 
questioning “ corporals ” rolled confusedly round him 
through his whole course; whom he did answer. It 
must have been as a great true-seeing man that he 
managed this too. Not one proved falsehood, as ! 
said; not one! Of what man that ever wound him- 
self through such a coll of things will you say so 
much ? — 


But, in fact, there are two errors, widely prevalent, 
which pervert to the very basis our judgments formed 
about such men as Cromwell; about their “ambition,” 
“falsity,” and such like. The first is what I might 
call substituting the goal of their career for the course 
and starting-point of it. The vulgar Historian of a 
Cromwell fancies that he had determined on being 
Protector of England, at the time when he %vas 
ploughing the marsh lands of Cambridgeshire. His 
career lay all mapped out: a program of the whole 
drama; which he then step by step dramatically un- 
folded, with all manner of cunning, deceptive drama- 
turgy, as he went on,- the hollow, scheming 'Yttokpitbs, 
or Play-actor that he was ! This is a radical perver- 
sion; all but universal in such cases. And think for 
an instant how different the fact is ! How much does 
one of us foresee of his o\\ n life ? Short w'ay ahead 
of us it is all dim; an n/nvound skein of possibilities 
of apprehensions, attemptabihties, vague-looming 
hopes. This Cromwell had not his life "lying all in 
that fashion of Program, which he needed then, with 
that unfathomable cunning of his, only to enact 
dramatically, scene after scene I Not so. We see 
It so; but to him it was in no measure so. What 
absurdities w'ould fall away of themselves, were this 
one undeniable fact kept honestly in view by History ! 
Historians indeed w’ill tell you that they do keep it in 
view;— but look whether such is practically the fact' 
Vulgar History, as in this Cromwell’s case, omits it 
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altogether; even the best History only re^ 

member it now and then. To remember It duly, with 
ngoroiis perfection, as in the fact it ^iood^ reqiiires 
indeed a rare faculty; rare, nay inipossibk, A very 
Shakspeare for faculty; or more than, Shakspcarc; 
who could mad a brother man’s biography, see with 
the brother man’s eyes at all points of his coarse 
what things he saw; in short, know his course ynd 
him, as few Historians” are like to do. Half or 
more of all the thick-pHcd perversions which distort 
our image of Cromwell, will disappear, if we honestly 
so much as try to represent them so; in sequence, as 
they not in the lump, as they arc thrown down 

before us. 

But a second error, which I think the generality 
commit, refers to this same ‘‘ambition” itself. We 
exaggerate the ambition of Great Men; we mistake 
what the nature of it is. Great Men are not ambitious 
in that sense; he is a small poor man that is ambitious 
so. Examine the man who lives in misery because he 
docs not shine above other men; who goes about 
producing himself, prunenlly anxious about his gifts 
and claims; struggling to force everybody, as it were 
begging everybody for God’s sake, to acknowledge 
him a great man, and set him over the heads of men I 
Such a creature is among the wretchedest sights seen 
under this sun. A great man ? A poor morbid 
prurient empty man ; fitter for the ward of a hospital, 
than for a throne among men. ! advise you to keep 
out of his way. He cannot walk on quiet paths; 
unless you will look at hkn, wonder at him, write 
paragraphs about him, he cannot live. It is the 
empiniess of the man, not his greatness. Because 
there is nothing in himself, he hungers and thirsts 
that you would find something In him. In good truth, 
I believe no great man, not so much as a genuine 
man who had health and real substance in him of 
whatever magnitude, was ever much tormented in 
this way. 

Your Cromwell, what good could it do him to foe 
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by noisy crowds of people ? God his 
already noticed him* He, Cromwell, was 
i^lready there; no notice would make him other than 
he already was. Till his hair was gimn gray; and 
Life from the downhill slope was all seen to be limited, 
not infinite but finite, and all a measurable matter 
how it went, — he had been content to plough the 
ground, and read his Bible. He in his old days could 
not support it any longer, without selling himself to 
Falsehood, that he might ride in gilt carriages to 
Whitehall, and have clerks with bundles of papers 
haunting him, Decide this, decide that,’' winch in 
utmost sorrow of heart no man can perfectly decide ! 
What could gilt carriages do for this man ? From of 
old, was there not in his life a weight of meaning, 
a terror and a splendour as of Heaven itself? His 
existence there as man, set him beyond the need of 
gilding. Death, Judgment and Eternity: these already 
lay as the background of whatsoever he thought or 
did. All his life lay begirt as in a sea of nameless 
Thoughts, which no speech of a mortal could name. 
God’s Word, as the Puritan prophets of that time 
had read it: this was great, and all else was little to 
him. To call such a man ‘‘ambitious,” to figure him 
as the pruxnent windbag described above, seems to me 
the poorest solecism. Such a man will say: “Keep 
your gilt carriages and huzzaing mobs, Iceep your red- 
tape clerks, your mHuentialities, your important 
businesses. Leave me alone, leave me alone; there 
is too much life in me already I ” Old Samuel 
Johnson, the greatest soul in England in his day, was 
not ambitious. “Corsica Bos\\efl” Haunted at public 
shows with printed ribbons round his hat; but the 
great old Samuel stayed at home. The world-wide 
soul wrapt up in its thoughts, in its sorrows; — what 
could paradings, and ribbons in the hat do for it ? 

Ah yes, I will say again: The great silent men! 
Looking round on the noisy inanity of the world, 
words with little meaning, actions with little worth, 
one loves to reflect on the great Empire of Silence. 
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The noble silent men. scattered here and (here, each 
ill his dcpartnient; silenTiy thnikin*^, silently uo.'ktug; 
whom no Morning Newspapei’ tnakes mention of! 
They are the salt of thi’ liarrh, A country that has 
none or few of these is in a bad new Like a forest 
which had no roofs; which had all turned into leaves 
and boughs;— which must sirin wither and he no 
forest. Woe for us If wc had iK'^thing butwiiatwe 
can sJiexv, or speak. Silence, the great Enspirc of 
Silence: higher than the stars; deeper than the 
Kingdoms of Death! It alone is great; all else is 
small. — ! hope we English will long maintain our 
grand talent pour le siUncc. I.ct others rlrat cannot 
do without standing on barrel-heads, to spout, and be 
seen of ail the marlvct-place. cultivate speech exclu- 
sively, — become a most green i’e^rese without roots ! 
Solomon sa^^s, There is a time to speak; but also a 
time to keep silence. Of some great silent Samtirl, 
not urged to writing, as old SanuK'l Johnson says he 
was, by want of money, and nothing other, oic might 
ask, ““Why do not you too get up anil speak; promul- 
gate your system, found your sect?" — -Truly,'' he will 
answer, "“1 am contnie'u of my thought hitherto; 
happily I have yet had the ability to keep it in me, no 
compulsion strong enough to speak it. My -system’ 
is not for promulgation iirst of ail; it is for serving 
m3’self to live by. Thiit is the great purpose of it to 
me. And then the -honour'? Alas, 3'es; — but as 
Cato said of the statue: So many statues in that 
Forum of ^murs, may it not be better if they ask, 

Where is Cato’s statue ? than say, There it is ! ” 

But now, by way of counterpoise to this of Silence, 
let me sa}" that there are iwc^ kinds of ambition; one 
whoil}’* biamable, the other laudable and inevitable. 
Mature has provided that the great silent Samuel 
shall not be silent too long. The seliish wish to shine 
over others, let it be accounted altogether poor and 
miserable, ““Seekest thou great things, seek them 
not”: this IS most true. And yet, I sa.y, there is an 
irrepressible tendency in every man to develop himself 



according to the ma^nltitclfe 'Whjdl Nature has made 
hini of; to speak out, to act out, what Nature has 
laid m him. This is proper, fit, inevitable; nay it is 
a duty, and even the summary of duties for a man. 
The meaning of life here on earth might be defined as 
consisting in this: To unfold your seif, to work what 
thing you have the faculty for. It is a necessity for 
the human being, the first law of our existence. 
Coleridge beautifully remarks that the infant learns to 
speak by this necessity it feels, — We will say therefore, 
To decide about ambition, whether it is bad or not, 
you have two things to lake into view. Not the 
coveting of the place alone, but the fitness of the man 
for the place withal: that is the question. Perhaps 
the place was his; perhaps he had a natural right, 
and ^ even obligation, to seek the place! Mirafoeau’s 
ambition to be Prime Minister, how shall wc blame it, 
if he were ^*the only man in France that could have 
done any good there”? Hopefuler perhaps had he 
not so clearly /e/if how much good he could do! But 
a poor Necker, who could do no good, and had even 
felt that he could do none, yet sitting broken-hearted 
because they had flung him out, and he vas now quit 
of it, well might Gibbon mourn over him/*— Nature, 
I sa}', has provided ampl} rhat ihe silent yrear man 
shall strive It) speah withal; t^o amp/iy, rather! 

Piincy, for cxanij^'e. had re\ cak'd to the brave 
old Sanrad uohnson, ui Ins shroudetl-up existence, 
that n was possible for him to clo a priceless divine 
work for Ills country and the vhole world. That the 
porlcct Hcra'only Law migiit be made Law on this 
Earth, that the prayer be prayed daily, “^Thy kingdom 
come," was at length to he fulfilled! If you hmi con- 
vinced his judgment of this; that it was possible, 
practicable; that he the mournful silent Samuel was 
called to take a part m it I Wouicl not the whole soul 
oi the man have flamed up into a divine clearness, 
into noble utterance and determination to act; cresting 
all^soiTows and misgivings under his leet. counting all 
affliction and contradiction small, — the whole dark 



element of his existence hbxino^ Into articulate radiance/" 
of light and lightning ? b were a true ambition this I 
And think now bow u actually v/as wirh CroiinvelL 
From of old, the sufferings (;f GocFs Church* true 
zealous Preachers <»)■ the trutlt Hung into dungeons, 
wliipt, set on pillories, their em's eropt off, God’s 
Gospel-cause trodden under foot of the uirw^jrlhy: all 
this had lain heavy on his soul* i-.uag years he had 
looked upon it, in silence, m prayer; seeing no remedy 
on Earth; trusting well that a remedy in Heaven’s 
goodness would come, — that sucii a coarse was false, 
unjust, and could not last forever. And now behold 
the dawn of it; after twelve jaxirs silent waning, all 
England stirs itself: there is to he once more a 
Parliament, the Right will get a voice for itself: In- 
expressible well-grounded hope has come again into 
the Earth. Was not such a Pardaniciit worth- being 
a member of ? Cromwell threw dotvn his ploughs, and 
hastened thither. He spoke tliere. -rugged bursts 
of earnestness, of a self-seen truth, whore we get a 
glimpse of them. He worked rhci‘e: he fought and 
strove, like a strong true gieott of a man. through 
cannon-tumult and all ebc .— (>0 and on, till the Cause 
triumphed, its once so formidahlo cuenues all swept 
from before it, and the dawn of hope had become 
clear light of victory and certainty. That he stood 
there as the strongest soul of England, the undisputed 
Hero of all England, — what of this? It was possible 
that the Law of Clirist's Gospel could now establish 
itself in the world! The Theocracy which John Knox 
in his pulpit might dream of as a devout imagmation,” 
this practical man, experienced in the v/hole chaos of 
most rough practice, dared to consider as capable of 
being realised. Those that were highest in ChrisCs:|v 
Church, the devoutest wisest men, were to rule the 
land : in some considerable degree, it might be so and 
should be so. Was it not Inte, God’s truth ? And 
If true, was it not then the very thing to do? The 
strongest practical intellect in England dared to 
answer, Yes 1 This I call a noble true purpose : is 



it fiotj in its own diakct, the noblest that could enter 
into the heart of Statesnuan or man ? For a Knox 
to take it up was something; but for a Cromwel!, 
with lus great sound sense and experience of what 
our world ^C' as, —History, 1 think, shews it only this 
once in such a degree, i account it the culminating 
point of Protestantism; the most heroic phasis that 
‘‘Faith in the Bible’’ was appointed to exhibit here 
below. Fancy it: that it were made manifest to one 
of us, how we could make the Right supremely 
victorious over Wrong, and all that we had longed 
and prayed for, as the highest good to England and 
ail lands, an attainable fact! 

Well, I must say, the vulpine intellect, with its 
knowiogness, its alertness and expertness in “detect- 
ing hypocrites,” seems to me a rather sorry business. 
We have had but one such Statesman in England ; 
one man, that I can get sight of, w^ho ever had in the 
heart of him any such purpose at all. One man, in 
the course of fifteen hundred years; and this was his 
welcome. He had adherents by the hundred or the 
ten; opponents by the million. Had England rallied 
all round him, — England might have been a Christian 
land! As it is, vulpine knowingness sits yet at its 
hopeless problem, “Given a world of Knaves, to educe 
an Honesty from their joint action”; — how cumbrous 
a problem you may see in Chancery La\^ -Courts, and 
some other places! Till at length, by Heaven’s just 
anger, but also by Heaven’s great grace, the matter 
begins to stagnate; and this problem is becoming to 
all men a palpably hopeless one. — 

But with regard to Cromwell and his purposes: 
Hume, and a multitude following him, come upon me 
here with an admission that Cromwell xms sincere at 
first; a sincere “Fanatic” at first, but gradually be- 
came a “Hypocrite” as things opened round him. 
This of the Fanatic- Hypocrite is Hume’s theory of it; 
extensively applied since,— to Mahomet and many 
others. Think of it seriously, you will find something 



in it; not mticli, not 0k from am ' 

hero4iearts do not sink in this miserable mmnwp. 
The Sun flings forth impurities^ gets balefully 
crusted with spots; hut it does not quench itself, an4 
become no Sun at all, but a mass of Darkness! I will 
venture to say that such never befell a ^great 
Cromwell; I think, never. Nature’s own liondieartea 
Son; Antteusdike, his strength is got by touching 
the Earth, his Mother; lift him up from the Earth, 
lift him up into Hypocrisy, Inanity, his strength Is 
gone. We will not assert that Cromwell was an 
immaculate man; that he fell into no faults, no 
insincerities apiong the rest. He was no dilettante 
professor of “perfections,” “immaculate conducts.” 
He was a rugged Orson, rending his rough way 
through actual true xvork, — doubtless with many a 
fall therein. Insincerities, faults, very many faidts 
daily and hourly: it was too well known to him; 
known to God and him ! The Sun was dimmed many 
a time ; but the Sun had not himself grown a Dim- 
ness, Cromwell’s last words, as he lay waiting for 
death, are those of a Christian heroic man. Broken 
prayers to God, that He w’ould judge him. He since 
man could not, in justice yet in pity. They are most 
touching words. He breathed out his wild great soul, 
its toils and sins all ended now, into the presence of 
his Maker, in this manner. 

I, for one, will not call the man a Hypocrite ! Hypo- 
crite, mummer, the life of him a mere theatricality; 
empty barren quack, hungry for the shouts of mobs ? 
The man had made obscurity do very w’'eii for him till 
his head was gray ; and now he ivas, there as he stood 
recognised unblamed, the virtual King of England. 
Cannot a man do without King’s Coaches and Cloaks? 
Is it such a blessedness to have clerks forever pester- 
ing you with bundles of papers in red tape ? A simple 
Diocletian prefers planting of cabbages; a George 
Washington, no very immeasurable man, does the 
like. One would say, It is what any genuine man 
could do ; and would do. The instant his real 



‘'work were out in the mutter of Kinyship, — away 
with it! not 

Let us remark, meanwhile, how indispensable 
everywhere a Kiii^ is. in al! imneincnrs of men. It 
IS strikingly shewn, in this ter}' wa.r, what becomes 
of men when they cannot find a Chief Man, and 
their enemies can. The Scotch .N'ation ivas all but 
unanimous in Puritanism ; zealous and of one mind 
about it, as in this English end of the Island was always 
far from being the case. But there tvas no great 
Cromwell among them; poor tremulous, hesitating, 
diplomatic Argyles and such like : none of them had 
a heart true enough for the truth, or durst commit 
himself to the truth. They had no leader; and the 
scattered Cavalier party in that country had one: 
Montrose, the noblest of all the Cavaliers ; an accom- 
plished, gallant-hearted, splendid man ; what one may 
call the Hero-Cavalier. 'Well, look at it : on the one 
hand subjects without a King; on the other a King 
without subjects ! The subjects without King can do 
nothing; the sub)ectless King can do something. 
This Montrose, with a handful of Irish or Highland 
savages, few of them so much as guns in their hand, 
dashes at the drilled Puritan armies like a wild whirl- 
wind ; sweeps them, time after time, some five times 
over, from the field before him. He was at one 
period, for a short while, master of all Scotland. One 
man; but he vas a man: a million zealous men, but 
vjithoiit the one; they against him were powerless! 
Perhaps of all the persons in that Puritan struggle, 
from first to last, the single indispensable one was 
verily Cromwell. To see and dare, and decide ; to be 
a fixed pillar in the Welter of uncertainty ;— a King 
among tlicm, whether they called him so or not. 

_ Precisely here, however, lies the rub for Cromwell. 
His other proceedings have all found advocates, and 
stand generally justified; but this dismissal of the 
Rump Parliament and assumption of the Protector- 
ship, IS what no one can pardon him. He had fairly 



grown to be King in England, Chief Mim 
victorious paity in England: but it seems he could' 
not do without" the King’s Cloak, and sold iiiniself to _ 
perdition in order to get it- Let us see a little 

this was. ' 

Etigiaiid, Scotland, Ireland, all lying n'ow 
at the feet of the Ptiritan Parliannient, the practlc^J 
question arose, What was to be done with it ? How 
will you govern these Nations, which Providence in a 
w^ondrous way has given up to your disposal ? Clearly 
those hundred surviving members of the Long Parlia- 
ment, who sit there as supreme authority, cannot 
continue forever to sit. What ii> to be dom;?- It 
was a question w^hich theoretical constitution-baiUlcrs 
may iind easy to answer; but to Croimvelh looking 
there into the real practical facts of it, there could he 
none more complicated. He asked of the Parhament. 
What it was they would decide upon ? It was for the 
Parliament to say. Yet the Soldiers too, howxver 
contrary to Formula, they who had purchased this 
victory with their blood, it seemed to them that they 
also should have something to siiy in ill We will not 
“for all our fighting have nothing but a little piece 
of paper.” We understand that the Law^ of God's 
Gospel, to which He through us has given the victoi-y, 
shall establish itself, or try to establish itself, in chis 
land I 

For three years, Cromwell says, this question had 
been sounded in the ears of the Parliameut, They 
could make no answer; nothing but talk, talk. Per- 
haps it lies ill the nature of parliamentary bodies: 
perhaps no Parliament could in such case make any 
answer but even that of talk, talk! Nevertheless the 
question must and shall be answered. You sixty men 
there, becoming fast odious, even despicable, to the 
whole nation, whom the nation already call Rump 
Parliament, you cannot continue to sit there : who or 
what then is to follow ? Free Parliament,” right of 
Election, Constitutional Formulas of one sort or the 
other, — the thing is a hungry Fact coming on us, 



w be aevoured by it! And 
who arc you that prate of Constitutional Formulas, 
rights of Parliament? You have had to kill your 
King, to make Pride's Purges, to expel and banish by 
the law of the stronger whosoever would not let your 
Cause prosper: there are but fifty or three-score of 
you icfi there, debating in these days. Tell us what 
we siiall do ; not in the way of Formula, but of prac- 
ticable Fact! 


How they did finally answer, remains obscure to 
this day. The diligent Godwin himself admits that he 
cannot make it out. The likeliest is, that this poor 
Parliament still would not, and indeed could not 
dissolve and disperse ; that wdien it came to the 
point of actually dispersing, they again, for the tenth 
or twentieth time, adjourned it, — and Cromwell’s 
patience failed him. But we will take the favourablest 
hypothesis ever started for the Parliament ; the 
favourablest, though I believe it ih not the true one, 
but too favourable. According to this version : At 
the uttermost crisis, when Cromwell and his Officers 
were met on the one hand, and the fifty or sixty 
Rump Members on the other, it was suddenly told 
Cromwell that the Rump in its despair was answering 
in a very singular way ; that in their splenetic envious 
despair, to keep out the Army at least, these men 
were hurrying through the House a kind of Reform 
Bill, — Parliament to be chosen by the whole of 
England ; equable electoral division into districts ; 
free suffrage, and the rest of it 1 A very question- 
able, or indeed for tlieai an unquestionable thing. 
Reform Bill, free suffrage of Englishmen? Why, 
the Royalists themselves, silenced indeed but not 
exterminated, perhaps ontnuuiher us; the great 
numerical majority of England was aluays indifferent 
to our Cause, merely looked at it and submitted to 
it. It is in weight and force, not by counting of 
heads, that we are the majority! And now with 
your Formulas and Reform Bills, the whole matter, 
sorely won by our swords, shall again launch itself 



even as a likelihood f And it is hot' a 
a certainty^ which we have won, by God's strength 
and our own right hands, and do now hjdd g 

Cromwell walked down to these refractory Miefnbep | f I 
interrupted them in that rapid speed of their M&MiiiriMi 
Bill; — ordered them to begone, and talk there no 
more. — Can we not forgive him ? Can we not unticr- 
stand him ? John Milton, who looked on it all near 
at hand, could applaud him. The Reality had svv^ept 
the Formulas away before it. I fancy, most men who 
were Realities in England might sec into the necessity 
of that. 

The strong daring man, therefore, has set all 
manner of Formulas and logical superficialities against 
him ; has dared appeal to the genuine Fact of this 
England, Whether it will support him or not ? it is 
curious to see how he struggles to govern in some 
constitutional way; find some Parliament to support 
him ; but cannot. His first Parliament, the one they 
call Bareboncs’s Parliament, is, so to speak, a Coffx?o~ 
cation of the Notables. From all quarters of England 
the leading Ministers and chief Puritan Orhclals 
nominate the men most distinguished by religious 
reputation, influence and attachment to the true 
Cause : these are assembled to shape out a plan. 
They sanctioned what w'^as past ; shaped as they 
could what was to come. They were scornfully called 
Barebones's Parliament i the man's name, it seems, 
was not Barebones, but Barbone, — a good enough man. 
Nor was it a jest, their \^ork; it was a most serious 
reality, — a trial on the part of these Puritan Notables 
how far the Law of Christ could become the Law of 
this England. There were men of sense among them, 
men of some quality ; men of deep piety I suppose the 
most of them were. They failed, it seems, and broke 
down, endeavouring to reform the Court of Chancery! 
They appointed Cromwell Protector, and went their 
ways. 

The second Paidiament, chosen by the rule these 
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a« to “«Surpa<ion,‘^',Md;so forth; 

dismissed. 

^ coi^dwag Speeoh, to t^sed^en is a rc- 

ptoWe one. Most tud^, chaotic, d§ all his Speeches 

You would say, it 
helpless fjqtap ; not used to speak the 
-j.-, .floi^nic thought of him, but to act it rather! 

of utterance, in such bursting fulness 
D weaning. He talks much about “births of 
Providence ; All these changes, so many victories 
and CTents, were not forethoughts, and theatrical 
contrivances of men, of me or of men; it is blind 
niasphetners that will persist in calling them so ! He 
insists with a heavy sulphurous wrathful emphasis on 
this. As he well might! As if a Cromwell in that 
daih huge game he had been playing, the world wholly 
thrown into chaos round him, had foreseen it all, 
played it all off like a precontrived puppetshow by 
w'ood and wire I These things were foreseen by no 
man, he says; no man could tell what a day would 
bring forth : they were “ births of Providence,” God’s 
nnger giuded us on, and we came at last to clear 
eight of victory, God’s Cause triumphant in these 
INations; and you as a Parliament could assemble 
together, and say in what manner all this could be 
rational feasibility among the 
aihiirs of men. You were to help with your wise 
doing that. “You have had such an oppor- 
England ever had.” Christ’s 
measure 

made the_ Law of this land. In place of that, voti 

bottom?*^ *' pedantries, constitutionalities, 

bottomless cavillings and questionings about written 
mivs tor my coming here;— and would send the whole 
matter into Chaos again, because I have no Notary’s 

f™'” the battle- 

whirlwind, for being President among you! That 
opportunity IS gone; and we know not when it will 



St laS. ‘-God be judge between .you and me , 
Th 'm' are his final words to them: lake you jou , 

constitution-formulas in your hand ; and J' 

struggles, purposes, reantics and acts, and Oop.Re.x, 

iud<re between you and me! ^ , i i 

XVe said above what shapeless, mtoiveu ^haot c ; 
thinos the printed Speeches of Cromwd.^s aiC. ■ 
fu.//” ambiuuous, unintelligible, say toe most. ..-a , 
hypocrite shrouding bin.self in confused <^csutstic 
iaruon! ^'o me they do nor seem so.^ I wi i say 
rather, they afforded 

act into the reality of this Cromwcil, tato Ju 
Sssihiiity (d him. Try to believe that he means 
something, search lovingly what that_ may oc . you 
will find a^reai spacch lying imprisoned in ticse broken 
rude tortuous utterances: ^ 

heart of this inarticulate man! kou will, toi the hist 
time be«in to see that he was a man : not an enigmatic 
Sera? unintelligible to you, incredible to you. I he 
Histories and Biographies written of this Ciomwe , 
written in shallow sceptical generations that could 
not know or conceive of a deep beliewng man. are far 
more obscure than Cromwell’s bpeeches. kou look 
through them only into the infinite vague ol Biack 
and the Inane. “Heats and yeaiousies, says Loiu 
Clarendon himself: “heats and jealousies, ^ mere 
crabbed whims, theories, and crotchets : the.se aiduccd 
slow sober quiet Englishmen to lay down tncir ploughs 
and work ; and fly into red fury_ m comusod wai 
against the best-conditioncd ot Kinp. hv d you 
can find that true. Scepticism writing about Geuei 
may have great gifts; but it is ready itifracneb thcic. 
It is Blindness laying down the i^aws o, Optics.-- 
Cromweil’s third Parliament split on the same 
rock as his second. Ever the constitutional I^ormula: 
How’ came you there? Shew us some Notaiy paich- 
ment! Blind pedants Why, surely toe same 
power which makes you a Parliament, that, and 
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rctiex and 


creation of 


having failed, there remained nothlncy 

way of Despotism. Militan Dictators, each 
i-with hjs district, to coerce the Royalist and other 

'« ‘f not by act of Parliament, 
; then by the sword. Pormuia shall not carry it, while 

p ^ ■?> '>«■ P-'orcctinji oppressed 

Fiotv-scants aoroad. appointinff ju.st judges, wise 
managers, at home, cherisiiit.g true Gosnel ministers; 

the best i can to make England a Christian 
England, greater than old Rome, the Queen of 
lotestant Ch^ristiamty; I, since you will not help 
me; I while God leaves me life!— Why did he not 
give It up; retire into obscurity again, since the Law 
would not acknowledge him ? cry several. That is 
where they mistake. For him there ivas no giving of 
^ “P, Ministers have governed countries. Pitt, 

I ombal, Choiseul ; and their word was a law while it 
held : but this Prime Minister was one that could not 
get resigned. Let him once resign, Charles Stuart 
and the Cavaliers waited to kill him ; to kill the Cause 
and him. Once embarked, there is no retreat, no 
return. _ This Prime Minister could retire nowhithcr 
except into his tomb. 

One is sorry for Cromwell in his old days. His 
complaint is incessant of the heavy burden Providence 
has laid on him. Heavy; which he must bear till 
1,^ Colonel Hutcheson, as his wife relates 
It, Hutcheson his old battle-mate, coming to see him 
wUl mdispensahle business, much" against his 
will,~CroniweII “follows him to the door,” in a most 
fraternal, domestic, conciliatory style ; begs that he 
would be reconciled to him, his old brother in arms; 
says how much it grieves him to be misunderstood, 
deserted by true fellow soldiers, dear to him from of 
old; the rigorous Hutcheson, cased in his Presbyterian 
formula, sullenly goes his way.— -And the man’s head 


now white; his strong arm geqwiiig weary' 

long work I 1 think always too of his poor’ MotheH' ;' 

now veiy oM, living ih that 

brave \\cnian; as ladced they lived all ai^x honest , .■ 
God-fcarhu> Household there: if she heard 
oo off, she thought it was her son killed. He, 
io conic to her twice a day that she might see . ■ 
\vith her own eyes that he was yet living. The poor 
old Mother! — — What had tliis man gained ; what / 
had he gained ? He liad a life of sore strife and toih 
to his last day. Fame, ambition, place in Histoi^"? 

His dead body w'as hung in chains; his “place in 
History” — place in History forsooth - -has been a 
place ot ignominy, accusation, blackness and disgrace ; 
and here, this day, who knows if it is not rash in me 
to be among the first that ever ventured to pronounce 
him net a knave and liar, but a genuinely honest 
man ! Peace to him. Did he not, in spite of aiJ, 
accomplish much for us? ITc walk smoothly ovet' 
his great rough heroic life ; step over his body sunk in 
che ditch there. We need not spvri: it, as vve step 
on itl — Let the Hero rest. It was not to >hCii's 
judgment that he appealed: nor have men judged 
him very well. 

Precisely a century and a yeas* after this of 
Puritanism had got itself hushed up into decent 
composure, and its results made smooth, in 16SS, there 
broke out a far deeper explosion, much more difficult 
to hush up, known to all mortals, and like to be long 
known, by the name of French Revolution. It is 
properly the third and final act of Protestantism ; the 
explosiv-e confused return of mankind to Reality and 
Fact, now that they were perishing of Semblance and 
Sham. We call our English Puntanism the second 
act: ‘‘Well then the Bible is true; let us go by the 
Bible i” “In Church,” said Luther; “In Church a.nd 
State,” said Cromwell, “let us go by what actually is 
God's Truth.” .Men have to return to reality; they 
cannot hve on sembianee. The French I'ievolurion, 

w. 
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he called It; and fmth and strlngt^^ 
lafeui thought and valour, content to he T ' 

burst out asm blaze of Heaven’s liahtnina i 
lived m ,„ age when God was no iSf ° S? 

SiZyl hi had“f ‘“Sltot 

kaif 

f£l°cto islj 3’ olhiT^ “v^"H?°colate 

our great chaotic nmrticidSrCrS!veirs'’T’®^ a'**? 
“du,nb Prophet strugghng to 80^^ 
portentous mixture of the olek ™,i-ho.n ^ 

notion of the Fanatic-Hvnocr^e t ifh ^ ® 

has. will apply much better f ^ 

and involves him and hi, work in rain * *“"’ 

NapoSnl toe" He tok„’’T?' “ »' 

i oine. He makes what excuse he could 



whole, thes^ ate ,no estcuses. A man in 

any libcfty to tell lies/ !t had been in the long-run Vl 
hetier for Napokon too il he had not toM^Ai^JlWtSai 
iact, if a man have any purpose reaching beyond the , „ 
hour and day, rteant to foe found extant next day, . 
what good can it ever be to pnomutgate lies ? The ' 
lies are found out; rtiuious penalty is exacted for 
them. No man will believe ^the liar. next time even ' ' 
when he speaks truth, when it is of the last importance 
that he be believed. The old cry of w^olf I — 4 Lie is 
fm-thing; you cannot of nothing make something; ^ 
you make nothing at last, and lose your labour into 
the bargain. 

Yet Napoleon had a sincerity: we are to distinguish 
between wdiat is superficial and what is fundamental 
in insittcerit}^ Across these outer nianceuvrings and 
quackeries ot his, which were many and most blamable, 
let us discern withal that the man had a certain 
instinctive ineradicable teeiing for reality; and did 
base himself upon fact, so long as he had any basis. 

He has an instinct of Nature better than liis culture 


was. His savans, Bournenne tells us, m that voyage 
to Egypt were one evening busily occupied arguing 
that there could be no God. They had proved it, to 
their satisfaction, by all manner of logic. Napoleon 
looking up into the stars, answers, Very ingenious, 
Messieurs : but who made all that ? The Atheistic 
logic runs off from him like water; the great Fact 
stares him m the face : “ Who made all that ? So 
too 111 Practice : he, as eveiy man that can be great, 
or have victory in this world, sees, through ail entangle- 
ments, the practical heart of the matter; drives straight 
towards that. When the steward of his Tuiieries 
Palace was exhibiting the new upholstery, with praises, 
and demonstration how glorious it w^as, and how cheap 
withal, Napoleon, making little answer, asked for a 
pair of scissors, dipt one of the gold tassels from a 
window-curtain, put it m his pocket, and walked on. 


i6 — 2 



goiid but tinge! 1 In Saint Helena, it is 
hj^w he stilly to hi® la^t d^y$, insists on the 
pt^ctk^l, the reah' *" Why tallf and complain ; above 
qn^anitel ^^ilh another ^ ^ here is no resuiiaf 
fepmes to ndthing that one can do. Say 
}| one can do nothing T"" He speaks often 


to hk poor discontented foiiowers; he is like a 
piece of silent strength in the middle of their morbid 
qnerulousness there. 

And accordingly was there not what we can call a 
faith in him, genuine so far as it went? That this 
new enormous Democracy asserting itself here in the 
French Revolution is an insuppressible Pact, which the 
whole world, with its old forces and institutions, cannot 
put down : this was a true insight of his, and took his 
conscience and enthusiasm along with it,— a faith. 
And did he not interpret the dim purport of it well ? 
^^La carrihre ouverte aux talens. The implements to 
him who can handle them : this actually is the truth, 
and even the whole truth; it includes whatever the 


French Revolution or any Revolution could mean, 
Napoleon, in his first period, was a true Democrat* 
And yet by the nature of him, fostered too by his 
military trade, he knew that Democracy, if it were a 
true thing at all, could not be an anarchy: the man 
had a heart-hatred for anarchy. On that Twentieth 
of June ( 1792 ), Bourrienne and he sat in a coffee- 
house, as the mob rolled by: Napoleon expresses the 
deepest contempt for persons in authority that they 
do not restrain this rabble. On the Tenth of August 
he wonders why there is no man to command these 
poor Swiss ; they would conquer if there were. Such 
a faith in Democracy, yet hatred of anarchy, it is that 
carries Napoleon through all his great work. Through 
his bnihant Italian Campaigns, onwards to the Peace 
of Loeben, one would say, his inspiration is: ^‘Triumph 
to the French Revolution ; assertion of it against 
these Austrian Simulacra that pretend to call it a 



Slmulaci'uiti I Withal, howev^^cn -ijie feels, ^nd 
right to feeiy hon’ necessarj^ a strong Authority is; C 
how the Revolution €%nmt pfof^f withot^r* 

such. To bridle in that great devohrihg^ gelf4etoiltJ- ^ 
ing French Revolution ; to tame it^ so that its 
purpose can be made good, that it may 
organic, and be aide ro live among other organisms 
B-nd formed things, not as a wasting destruction alone: 
is not this still what he partly aimed at, as the true 
purport of his life : nay what he actually managed to 
do? Through WagavaniSj Austerhtzes : triumph after 
triumphj — he triumphed so far. Tlieiv was an eye to 
see in this man, a soul to dare and do. He rose 
naturally to be the King. All men saw that he ‘c:as 
such. The common soldiers used to say on the 
march: These babbling Avocat<i. up at Paris; all 

talk and no work! \Vhat wonder it runs all wrong? 

We shall have to go and put our Pelit Cabora^ there!” 
They went, and put him there: they' and France at 
large. Chief-consulship, Emperorship, victory over 
Europe; — till the poor Lieutenant of La Fere, not 
iinnatiirally, might seem to himself the greatest of all 
men that had been in the world for some ages. 

But at this point, I think, the fatal charlatan- 
element got the upper hand. He apostatised from 
his old faith in Facts, took to believing in Sem- 
blances ; stro\e CO connect himself with Austrian 
Dynasties, Popedoms, with the old false Feudalities 
which he once saw clearly' to be false ; — considered 
chat Jie would found "his D 3 nasty'” and so forth: 
that the enormous French Revolution meant only' 
that! The man vras given up to strong delusion, 
that he should believe a he” ; a fearful but m{»st sure 
thing. He did not kno'sv true from false now when he 
looked at them, — the fearfuiest penalty a man pays 
for yielding to untruth of heart. Self and false 
ambition hod now become bis god: , 9 c//-deception 
once yielded to, all otlier deceptions follow naturally 
more and more. What a paltry' patchwork of 
theatrical paper-mantles, tinsel and minrimeiy, had 



'Diati <vfapt own great reality it%4iiiiking to 
^ ^make it more real thereby? His halldm'’ Pope's- 
' Concordai , pretending to be a re-establishment of 
Catholicism, [clt by himself lo be the method of 


extirpating it, ^'la vaccine dc la religion i his cere- 
monial Coronations, consecrations by the old Italian 
Chimera in Notre- Dame, — -“wanting nothing to com- 
plete the pomp of it," as Augcreati said, “nothing but 
> the half-miilion of men who had died to put an end to 
all that ! Cromweirs Inauguration was by the Sword 
and Bible ; what we must call a genttmely true one. 
Sword and Bible were borne before him, without 
any chimera: were not these the real emblems of 
Puritanism; its true decoration and insignia? It had 
used them both in a very real manner, and pretended 
to stand by them now! But this poor Napoleon 
mistook : he believed too much in Dupeability of men ; 
saw no fact deeper in man than Hunger and this! 
He was mistaken. Like a man that should build upon 
cloud : his house and he fall down in confused wreck, 
and depart out of the world. 

Alas, in all of us this charlatan-element exists; 
and might be developed, were the temptation strong 
enough, “ Lead us not into temptation ! But it Is 
fatal, I say, that it he developed. The thing into which 
it enters as a cognisable ingreilient is doomed to be 
altogether transitory ; and, however huge it may /oo^, 
is in itself small. Napoleon's working, accordingly, 
what was it with all the noise it made? A flash as 
of gunpowder wide-spread; a blazing-up as of diy 
heath. For an hour the wdiole Universe seems wrapt 
in smoke and flame ; but only for an hour. It goes 
out: the Universe with its old mountains and streams, 
its stars above and kind soil beneath, is still there. 

The Duke of Weimar told his friends always, To 
be of courage; this Napoleonism was uiiptst^ a false- 
hood, and could not last. It is true doctrine. The 
heavier this Napoleon trampled on the world, holding 
it tyrannously down, the fiercer would the world's 
recoil against him be, one day. Injustice pays itself 


with frightftil compouod^inter^st, I am ffif- 
he had better have lor^ his best park of 
had his best regiment drowned lO the sea* thah^i4| 
shot that poor German Bookseller, Palm I It w&s a ' ^ 
palpable t3TOnnotis murderous injustice, which / 

man, let him paint an mch thick, could make 
be other. It burnt deep into the hearts of tn#y II 
and the like of it; suppressed fire flashed in the eyel' ' 
of men, as they thought of it,— waiting their day! d' 
Which day cctme : Germany rose round him^^What 
Napoleon did will in the long^-run amount to what he 
i did jifstly; what Nature with her laws will sanction* 
r To what of reality was in him ; to that and nothing 
more. The rest was all smoke and waste* La 
carriere ottvcrfe attx falens : that great true Message, 
which has yet to articulate and fulfil itself everywhere, 
he left in a most inarticulate state. He was a great 
ebauche, rude-draught ; as indeed what great man is 
not ? Left in too rude a state, alas i 

His notions of the world, as he expresses them 
there at St Helena, are almost tragical to considen 
He seems to feel the most unaffected surprise that it 
has all gone so ; that he is flung out on the rock here, 
and the World is still moving on its axis. France, is 
great, and all-great; and at bottom, he is Prance* 
England itself, he says, is by Nature only an append- 
age of France ; another Isle of Oleron to France/’ 

So it was by Natare, by Napoleon -Nature; and yet 
look how in fact — H bre am I! He cannot* under- 
stand it ; inconceivable that the reality has not 
corresponded to his program of it ; that France was 
not all-great, that he was not France. Strong 
delusion,” that he should believe the thing to be which 
ts not! The compact, clear-seeing, decisive Italian 
nature of him, strong, genuine, which he once had, 
has enveloped itself, half dissolved itself, in a turbid 
atmosphere of French Fanfaronade. , The world was 
not disposed to be trodden down underfoot; to be 
bound into masses, and built together, as ke liked, for 
a pedestal to France and him; the world had quite 





other purposes m' view I Napoleons t$tomshment is 
exti’eine. But alas, \rhfit help now? He had gone 
that way of h»s; and Na.ture also had gone her way. 
Having once parted with Reality, he tumbles helpless 
in Vacuity; no rescue for hinu He iiad to sink there, 
mournftdfy as man seldom did : and break his great 
heart, and die,— this poor Napoleon: a great imple- 
ment too soon wasted, till it was useless; our last 
Great Man! 


Our last, in a double sense. For here finally 
these wide roamings of ours through so many times 
and places, m search and study of Heroes, are to 
terminate. I am sorry for it : there was pleasure for 
me in this business, if also much pain. It is a great 
subject, and a most gra%e and wide one, this wdiich, 
not to be too grave about it, I ha\e named Hero- 
worship, It enters deeply, as I think, into the secret 
of Mankind’s wa^^s and vitalest interests in this world, 
and IS ^ell worth explaining at present. With six 
months, instead of six days, might have done 
better. I promised to break ground on it ; I know not 
whether I have even managed to do that. I have had 
to tear it up in the rudest mannei m order to get into 
It at all. Often enough, with these abrupt utterances 
thrown out isolated, unexplained, has your tolerance 
been put to the trial Tolerance, patient candour, 
all-hoping favour and kindness, which I will not speak 
of at present The accomplished and distinguished, 
the beautiful, the wise, something of what is best m 
England, have listened patiently to my rude vords. 
With many feelings, I heaitily thank you all ; and say, 
Good be with you all ! 



} KRAIUIM 

349, 1 7 I 01 Bnihi re-al ''zdLt 


than he did Shakespeaie usc^ ujv ww 

bodies, and om monaichs and outstietched lieioes the beggiis 
shadows,” Hamkt ii 2 270, and set AWs WJl that Ends 1 / e!l 
II I 40 See also Cailyle’s Past and Pnsenk Chapter VI “On 
Ileio-woiship,” pub 

History Carl>le’s conception of History as a “ biograph} of 
gieat men” is not the usual \iew See ciitiusm by Mazzini, B/zt 
and Fof Rev 184^ 

p 4 Stocks “In all its senses it is the same vord ” See 
Tiench, On the Sttidy of U ord , Horne Tooke’s Dwemons <?/ Pziz h} 
Dciitet onomy ^6,64 Sec bkeat’s 1, ed 1910 

Quackery A quack is one vho cues up pietended nosuums 
Fiom the older word qnacksalvet to pud up ^alves Ben Jonson 
has quacksalver y. A later word, used by Pope is qzmcldocior , 
V Skeat Quad and quathe^) are wouls fiequently used by 
Caiiyle 

p 5 Crrand Lamaism Lama is a high Priest We speak of 
the Giind Lama of iibct Llama, the hoofed quadiuped of S 
Ameuca, is a Peiuvian void 

Grand Lamaism itself to have a kind of truth m it, “ Theie 
IS a soul of goodness m things cmI,” Henry K iv i 4 

Mr Hamilton’s Account Samuel Turner is piobibly meant, he 
was sent to Tibet by Waiien Hastings foi the L India Company 
The first Lnghshnian to enter Lhasa, and to see the Grand Lama, 
was Thomas Manning of Gonville and Cams College, Cambudge, 
the fuend of Ciiailes Lamb See Manning’s JoiLtnal^ ed by Sir 
Clements Maikham, for the “ methods of priests ” 

p 7 Aristotle bee Plato’s Repubhe, Bk VII Cail^le con- 
fuses the tvo philosopheis 




view timi “ he was 


ia cMhi tip pebWes on the sea shore while the gieal ocean 

n'Ts^W mf nndre wred before him ^ 


Wt&WQT A favourite svoul with Carlyle Sec Calveiley, 
t ortver » tis a jingle word ’ 

, Oar rude forefather*? deemed it t’vwo ’ etc 

^le gives the credit of the junction to Keats Ffy Leaves b) C S C 
See note of p 154 for Carlyle’s pecuhauties, imdei sumlotal ” 

f Cf Sm^o^ Fesaftus, Bk I ch XI 

j « 

heydeu jars The in\ention of the I eyden Jar was bi ought 
about by a shock accidentally obtained b> Cuneus a pupil of 
Muschenbroek, a philosophei of T e\den, about 1746, when handling 
one of these ]ars The shock depended upon a condensation of 
electiicity, and later impiovements lesulled in the piesent form of 
Leyden Jai 


Jean Paul Jean Puil Richter, 176^-1825 Tianslatiun by 
Carlyle, and Essays 


Canopus A star ot the first magnitude, m the 1 udder of the 
constell xtion Aigo 


Ishmaelitish man “ ^nd he will be 1 w ild man , his hand 
will be against eieii man, and every man’s hand agamsi him, ’ 
Gen XVI II, 12 Rd Sx>ce, and see pages 163 and 169 for the 
same expiession 

p 10 Sabeaaas or SaMans Foi S lie’s descuption of the 
Sabian religion sec h M Wherry’s Cvmmentafy on Qman^ Vol i 
sect $4-36 

Every Made of grass (yahko bcfoie tlie Inquisition was 
accused of atheistical opinions , when inteu jgated as to his belief m 
a Supreme Being, be picked up a stiaw fiom the tlpor of his prison, 
and lephed * If there were nothing else m natiiie to teich me the 
existence of a Dcit), e\en thi<5' striw would be sufficient ” 


A window into infimtud© “The meanest flowei that blows 
can give | Ihoughts that do often lie too deep for tears ” Woids 
worth s Inti mat ions of I m mot tahty^ and see Saiiot^ Bk I ch \i 

St Chrysostom Patriaich of Constantinople 347-407 

Shekinah Exodus xxv 22 , \xvi 34 

NovaliS Fncdnch von Haidenburg (Novahs) 1772-1801 


p 11 Divinity IS in man and Natuie “The I ingdom of God 
IS withm you” and see Matthew -^riiolfl’s Iifvtaiurt and Do^ma 

p 12 Hero-worship See Cailjles Pai^t and Present ^ Bk T 
ch VI The criticism by Mazzim is often quoted “Mr Cailvle, ’ 
lie wiotc compiehends only the individual, the tme sense of the 
unity uf the human lace escapes him ’ “ lie sympathises with all 


men,” be contmn^g, tb-- separate lib- of e-ich, and nof 

with then coile<tive hlf,” cir v. Thctna\ OirhL, by W H, 
Wyhe, 1909, pp 340, 

%mg I ilei fecbolan guc another <1< nvation, from a word 
meaning chief or ntlfer 

p 14 Boswell Boswell {1^^0-3795) whn^e JJfi oj 

Sannttl foht son has immoriihsou boll; ilm wnier and jobnwn. 

Femey VoUaue spent lus life in ohl age at Forney in S v^ it?,c*j]ancL 

Oalases I he Calas family for nhom Voltaiic cxeiicd himself. 
See John Morley’s V&ltanc jean Calas brohen on ihe wheel 
on a monstrously false chaige of nnndei made ’oy fanatical monks 

FersMetP: A tufler, ‘*for whom life and ill that perSauib to it 
has at best but a despicable mcannij^ 

p 16 Queen Antomebte Gmllolmed during the Revolution, 

1793 

Douamer Custom-house officei 

Withered Poutiif of Eucyclopedism Voltaire was one of the 
“ encyclopedists ’ who fixed the Fiuich language b> their writings 
Ihe suspension of the encydopidit. by the Fiench Govei lament and 
the condemnation of a harmle'-s poem, etc , loused the wiath of 
Voltane Fhclerot and D Alembeit made Ephraim Chambers’s 
rncydot^aalia an engine of wai for the philosopfu paily, enh^t^ng 
ncaily all the important Fiench writcrb of the time Motley’s 
Didt^roi and the EneydyptdiT/Si 2 \ols 1878 Carlyles Jlh^ce/iames 

p 16 Jolmis Icelandic for giacieis 

p I"? Ssemund Called the Learned Bom in Iceland 
c 1057 

Edda In Icelandic, ^‘mothei of poetry collection of Noise 
wntings piose or \erse Senntnds Edda was wiUidn m the r2th 
centui y 1 he songs themselves are supposed to date back to the 8th 
ccntui}^ 

Sagas Ancient compositions dealing with the history and 
mythology of the North 

p 18 Asgard Lxlerallv “ Godswaid” or the abode of the Cods 

Jotuuheira Giants’ house 

X,ok:o 01 LoM Killed Baldei by means of a twig of mistletoe 
which he induced the blind god Hodur to throw— all other trees 
and things had sworn not to hint Baldei the Beloved 

Ladrones Islands In the Pacific Ocean. Magellan discomred 
them They weie called Isles of Lateen Sails, and Ladrones or 
Isles of Thieves The natives stoic Magellan’s boat and eveiy- 
thmg they could touch Ihe account of their view of fiie is not m 



aSneroard^. nor in Life of 

:ursed. 

«IaJSlL«yfknS lyAe of Odin, of fair and 

v ““ rode in 

fttlgar Errors, BIc VTT h Thomas Bionne hns 

occurs m WiLm .VL^^;. '3 § S. The l^tnr.zed 

’Cf E . 


occurs m V har of M.f ’ The Latm ek form 

^'^"ce Drayton has 1'™ Ponufio. p 

“f“i^PP"ent]y French, SkitrAw""" '' '°- Of unknown 

‘S-A/Js L”T.£si“ 

’as^'by Ma:mi,!li d,y Diuttilun Myihd 

iefimte; they are also your^ftCnTh/^"* “>'<= «oher anfCe 

frnmm sat-s that •■ both rtif • °f Germany. ® 

-were in the main identical ■'‘"‘I the Northern 

*" Scandinavillhanf^^ ''“"T' ’ “ 

1 IS not surprisino lu ‘ \ <iny otlicr part of 
•e should find the old "vorid tl ^ywherrekf 

fairly Xr-l"®''’ ^htld-like poe&exmSl 

fauly dehmte system of belief aKrslX^^ “T^tallised into 

Si “• 

cLiltaaTfref Trobably 

^rasil _ ^nustmas trees are offshoots of 

The ash is the ^eatest and best of tiees : 

“ The ash Vggdrasil 

i °f Trees 

Sleipnir of steeds 
Bifrost of budges 



Bragi of Bar^iS V ■' ' ' 

Ifabrok of hawks - 
And Garm of hoiMi'ds is*’’ ^ 

T/ie Heroes of A'^gardh^ A. aii<l E, Keary, Introduction ; Thorp^^ ; 
Noj'tkeni Mythology*^ lSli 6 iddlpoU 7 "A£ SatTed 'free. ^ 'I 

Hornas. Compare the three Fates of Greek mythhlogf, 4 

{LaL Parcae), goddesses supposed to preside over the birth: and life \,t i 
of men. Their names were Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos: Ciothd' ^ 
the spinning Fate, Lachesis the one who assigns to man hife ' > 
and Atropos tlie P'ate that cannot be avoided, ivliiion calls Uestiny 
a Fury in Lyadas — “comes the blin<i Fury with the abhoXTea ' 
shears — And slits the thin-spun life.” Sir Walter Scott in The JPirate 
makes Nor na of the Fitful Plead” coiitnd the winds, and the 
fates of Mariners. 

The infinite conjugation. Carlyle’s Fr, Rem. Bk III. ch. 1. 

Ulfila the Mcesogoth. Also Ulfilas, Ulphilas, and Wulhias, 
c. 311-381. Translation of the Bible, v. Gwatkin’s Studies in 
Arianism, 1882; G. H. Baly, Uijl/as, 1891. 

p. 22, Odin. Called by the Saxons Wodan or Woden. vSeveral 
places still retain the name of Odin in Germany and Sweden, also, 
Wednesbury, in Staffordshire. Wednesday, the fourth day of the 
week, is Woden’s day. “George P'ox (the Quaker) raised a tempest 
of derision by proclaiming that it was a violation of Christian 
sincerity to designate a single person by a plural pronoun, and that 
it was an idolatrous homage to Janus and Woden to talk about 
January and Wednesday.” Macaulay. 

p. 23 . Trehisond or Trehizond. Ancient Trapezus in Asia 
Minor. Alexius was crowned in 1204 founded an Empire 
which lasted until 1462 when conquered by Mohammed IL 
Alexius 111 rebuilt the Monastery of Sumelas, and issued the 
“Golden Bull,” which became its Charter. The principal port of 
Asiatic Turkey is Trebisond on the Black Sea. 

Bessarion (1395-1472), the Cardinal who would have been Pope 
but for Ills Greek birth, was born at Trebisond and wrote The Anuise 
of Trebisond, 

Council of Trent. Ecumenical Council, 1545-1 563. The 
Ecclesiastical Council chiefly of Spanish and Italian piiests, which 
met at Trent to formulate the Romanist beliefs and strengthen the 
Catholic Reaction against the Reformation. 

Athanasius. Bishop of Alexandria, about 296-373. The 
opponent of Arius, 

Wednesday, See Odin, 

Snorro. Snorri Siurleson, a rich man, twice Supreme Magistrate 
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.y- i7*'t‘»r'»W4,M, history O 
ihe Kin^s oj Not-wav^ 
'oe£ Saga, trails, by 


"■ L<r®‘ ¥• ^®P®- Felix Lone dp V»,. ^ ■ 

' A complete edition r,f''i ®P^wsh dramitist 

P«bi.,hed by ,he SpL/h Acarmfin"X“''-“'"°- 

work is ^^^IvlimSodX- /;*°btical economist. His best 1 no 

by the “«• " at Oxford, collected 

m the couplet m however, subtle force 

“The plea'sure is as great 

Runes 

a wiling, because wrilten^*charact°*^ colloquy, whisper; and lastly 
known to the few. Cm r^rt stT “ a my^terv 

A\Jok,t, II. bas rounded, meanfof 

Vol. I^B^rch. n!"’' ^1“’’ Frescott'.s Co.u^nesi of Pa-u, 

P-29. Wanclswortli. This /?-»,• ? 

““ «*“-n of fc 7 “ii“ '”" 

p. 32. Valkyrs or Vallcyrie^s rvr 5 , ^ 

hteraiiy “chooseis of the .slain '"' nieaiis 

waniors to Vaihalk. * si^tois who bioiight the 

Hall of Odin. Kame of a hall m Pio 1 1 • 

r;: “ "" *» si.-' 

^ined vicrorioeL ftiVui ^fSiSh Admiral, uoS-ifi.- 
the Dutch. ®“P«f later over Van T^^mp al'd 

admT^!L°“iV,g^°^^!°’ Nelson, the greatest of Enel l. 

Agamemnon, ///udxi. ^i-66j. 




Hrolf or or BoC ' W’S 

A great leader of ' , ' ' 

p. 34 .. Banyan- tree.' "i^he branefe M over ^nS: 

lake root. It us the .sacred tree of India. " “ ’ ■ I."; j \ ^ ' *’ 

p. 35. Cow AdnmMa or Audbambla, See the Mdf- 
of the cowj ch. I. pi i. The Heroes of Asgard by A. 'and E*' 

Sjkald. A Scandinavian poet. 

Gray’s tegments. Thomas Gray’s The descent of Odin'^ apd' 
The Fatal Sistei-s. , , 


p. 36 . Hermoder. 
the Greek Hermes. 


The name of Odnds messenger. . 'CoBEtp» ' 


Frigga. Means free, bounteous, -winsoine. 

Nanna. Balder’s wife. The name .signifies “daring.” 

Bhland. Ludwig Uliland, 1787-1862, wrote Uber den JMythus 
von Thor^ 1836 * 

p. 37 . Hymir. The giant. The name means “ the sea.” 

Brobdignag. See above, p. 20 note. 

Jack: the Giant-Biller. See Mallet’s Nonher^i A^iHquities* 
Jack was endowed with an invisible coat, a cap of wisdom, shoes of 
swiftness, and a magic sivord. 

Amleth. See Hazlitt’s Shakespeare Library^ Voi. 11. The 
hysioris of Hamblet- -Prime of Denmark* 

p. 38 . Thialfi. One of Thor’s attendants. Supposed to mean 
“ the thunder-shower.” 

Vf*- 

SBrymir. A giant. See Mallet’s Northern Antiquities,, p. 373, 

p. 39 . Midgard is the name applied to earth, “ middie-ivard or 
emciosuie.” 

p. 10. Himer-stithy or smithy. Mimer means Guardian of 
Wisdom’s well. The name signifies “to keep in memory,” or “to 
be mindful.” hlimer’s well was supposed to be situated at that end 
of the rainbow' opposite to Iliminlnorg. hlimer diank water from 
his well out of a horn, whence the popular superstition that a cup is 
to be found at the end of the rainbow. Imaginary treasure is still 
called “ rainbow-gold.” 

Ben tlomon. The dramatist, 1,573-1637. The stone over his 
grave in Westminster Abbey is inscribed “ O rare Ben Jonson.” 

Twilight of the Gods (Ragnarok). See Matthew Arnold’s 
Balder Dead; Mallet’s Northern Antiquities* 

Phosnix. The fabulous biid w-liich is supposed to exist alone of 
its kind ; it rises again from its own ashes, and so is used as an 
emblem of immoitality. 



tjiae, 5 18-446 Oue ()f the greattsi of the lyric 
||;^,%66tSvof Greece, 

P- ^3. Meiste Sec- GQetlie’t« H/eura ^ Cailyle’s 

2 fans. V'ol Hi, cK X 72'~75- 

i,:-' p. 43, Great Man S^ec Pas^ a/ri Prrs^nfj hk I, ch vi 

. . p, 44. Beliquium of loye Chemical term Dclu|uesce to 
' " melt ; to bcromc liquid, iiicainng hue luaudhn, meUmg love See 
Bk Hi ch ^ ‘aud a nitltm*; ini'j total clciiqiiiuiii ” 

p, 45 Oarrsnb hypothesis het mi Man,'* /?/e oj 
jrfako.mef^ and iMdkchiet luid hla^n , L’Jj ancf Te-ichingi^ of 
M&kammad by Syed Ameei Ab, Jslam and Chn^ttamty by 
E M Wberiy 

Poeocke Eduaid Pococke, Oriental scholar, 1604-1691 

Pigeon Mahomet was supposed to gam information fi om the 
pigeons uhich he enticed by putting peas into his ears See Muir s 
Lift, of Mahomet 

Grotms Hugo Giotius, Dutch iheolognii, i5S;j-i64>5 

p 46 Cagiiostro Giuseppe Bal&amo, 01 Count Alessandro di 
Caghosiro of Palermo, i743''i79S A quack •v\ho sold the elixir of 
immoital youth See Essaj in Cailyles MtsceUames ^ Goethes 
Cailiostro s Stanwibaiim , Aiexandei Dumas’ Jos(.ph halsamo 

Mirabean French Revolution^ ^o\ I Bk X ch vi Carl}Ie 
on Mt*aheau 

p 47 Inspiration of the Almighty Job ^wii 8, 2 Tim 
m 16 

Man according to God s own heart See Acts xm 22 

p 48 It IS not m man See Jer x ”3 

p 49 Arab character hQo^\tity s Commentary on Qu'i an ^ 
Vob I sec I, pp 55 56, Gibbon s Ah V, ch i 

Jewish kindred Ishmael, according to tradition, manied in 
Aiabia and had twehe sons 


Sale Geoige Sale, 1680-1736 Tianslated the Koran 
Sabeans Piom Saba, host of heaven set p 10 and note 

p 50 Book of Job ihis noble Book” is rtleired to by 
Ezekiel wilting veiy early m the sixth century B c ‘ Ihe principal 
lesson,” says Kuskin, intended to be taught by the Book of Job is 
the holy and humbling inllucnce of Natuial Science on the human 
heart’ ‘ Ihe line of thought is tint God is the o\ei lulmg 



Fiovidf^nct, as Wtl| m i«u: C ruaior *4 Mau i‘K,'i hih ^ 

Hegel, “ 4 ho Book o- T >»> .sr Ai’.'tl'i 

puem aiiieouloni to Iho M<i-.aiw 'Ifs^H-nsation. ii reprexMit^ tlit" 
mmd of a good nnn nni ouljga‘.''od by nu aotaal li'vtdjUh ii, but 
cekmg about for One In no other bo »k is the rfe&lw «WI M' 

foi a Mediator so jpbns^ly e\pr^ issed po^sonabiy of Cb'id, iht , ^ ' 

I \m cf the Hebrews, is most vividly imps* tm the Book.^ 

Colui ige, 7r//t /u/l 

Black Stone I he famous black stone whuli ibnns i>a!i cA the 
simp angle of the ka bah m lh<i fempu ji Ma'r-i hi, an 
iiiegulai oval about seven inches m diameter - -i be '■urfaci u<nn by 
uiillions of touches, and kis-scs ft ispiobabh 'I'l cartiiue and ow.-s 
its reputation to its, fall flora the slv\ See oj Hughc*^ ; 

Wmx s I iji. oj )/a/i(mtf, Vol 1 p ee\v\i 

Caabah oi Ka hah Lilt lall) i eul e Uw t ube like I luhlmg 
in the eenlit of the M ^que at \feeci win h eontiuis the LI id 
S one In the rdi^i n f IsUm the uie vliidi most neoK 
apprcaelies the idolatious is tint A kissing the Lla k Stane / i;;/ 
a^id L "VC V\ Iieiry i J07 

Diodorus Siculus V. Oieek histoiun of the tnsi ceiitmy 1 

p 61 Eehlah 01 Quihiah Meaning opposite IhediucUon 
m vliieh Mohamniedans must piay m tneir ciesoiioas, namely, 
to V aids Mecca 

p 52 Keepers of the Caabah Ihis was an hrnouiable ofiici 
and maoKed the eontiol of the S cied Citv ft was m the famih ol 
the koieish to whiJi ACahoraet belonged but ',ee fJ/ ^ q/ 

Jsiam under ka bah, Su W Mun s 7 Jt oj bUtt 

p 63 Best Arab way His mothei Amina giM Malnimei to 
be suckled by an Ai ib woman of the Bern baad anti he was weaned 
at two veais old, but his motliei allowed a fiiuhei sti) m the hud 
of the Lem baad Meaiing that the bad an oi Mecca might piovt 
hiutful to him SeQ Jllo/iammc-d ajz i lJo/iamMt.damim bt b W 
koelie and Muu s Liji <?/ Mahomet 

Serg:ius, the Kestonau Monk The stoiy is <li>eieditc ! ba Muu 

p 54 Horse-shoe vein Cail>k mis|uutes bsoU'—the enn 
m the foiehead do swell with passi n but in Ata^au/idd the 
museks weie concerned a fiowii so [ 01 teutons that n > i lie who 
has vritnessed the look can foiget it dining the while of In'- life 
The funow of the blow about the e^t^s bttame Inid ind almost 
black, and was bent into a seim eude, or iithei an elliptical inui 
above the junction of the eyehiows 

“I had heaid Mich a look describe 1 in an old tak of makifh -- 
when the deep and gloonn contoUion of the fioiUal miistks wa^ not 
unaptly deseubed as the lepicseiilatiou f x hnse shm ’ 

See iJaiwms £\pviimz cj Jimotwfi n Mm ami Mnmah pp 


W 


ly 



#ahomets first 
encourag^a litto^ ^wd'' believed in his 

^ 'se«“ Keepers of the Caahah, p. 257. 

!■'.' ■> •' ' P' ®^' Heiaclius. Byzantine Emperor, j;57-6^(. 

,/. , CBoaroes. Persian King, stjo-CzS. A deputy of Mecca ^aid • 

Ms commroW among Ins subjects like Mahomet among 

ills companions. Gibbon s Decline arid Fall. ^ 

venefatfe ^ a 

Eamadhan or Uamazan. The ninth month of the Mohammedan 
year winch is obseived as a strict fast from dawn to sunset. A most 
important observance in the Moslem leligion. 

Isto. Resignation to the will of God. The word genei-allv 
used by the Moliamiuedans themselves for their religion. The 
onrr'nd'^® the five duties, i. Bearing witness that there is but 

alms^ f’ niic prayers. 3. Giving the legal 

alms. 4. Observiiig the Ramazan or fast. i^. Making the Pil- 
grimage to Mecca once in a life-time. ^ 

p. 68. Tiiough Ee slay me. Job xiii. 15. 

AzmiMlation of Self. Tins idea is sngge,sted in Goethe’s 
Fe^inii elation and Novaii s Self Annihilation, 

p. 69. Angel Gabriel. The angelic being who is supposed to have 
been the medimn of the revelation of the Koran to Mahomet. Sir 
Vt. Muir says, ‘It is cleai that at a later peiiod at Icnst if 
from the fiist, Mahomet confounded Gabriel with the HoirGhosf 

HoS Spfrit.” “ ■“ Spirit ’’-“Tl.:- 

Mspixation of the Almighty. Job x.yxii. 8 : 2 Tim. iii. iC. 

a 7 u® l>eautiful daughter of Abu Beker. She w.,.s 
"'■iien she was only nine yeais of a-re and 
suivived him many years. She died in A.ii. 58, a . d . 67S. * 

Fonrti; Caiiph. See MiiiPs 
Mah;nS'’s S'on™ was 



STir 

Mahomet v’^itli 

tookbutanunUhiuI and escaped. y^uJ.L im„S/pufto 

-S'*’' iti ?“''®alon of the Saxoaa. About in-' 

u .n* f 't ^ ChnUmnily as to tlie Dro?/'4a ■ 

turn of Islam by the swoid. / f ^ 

of Mahomet and the Korin arc ihe md till 

irii'S'fcfSi' , 

™' r f;”™' 

M&Su’S, t; ST.' iZStTTJT ? “« wob...,.*., 


Commentary on Q„mn ; Rodwell’s 

colleiledfhftixt fromt’SeSatis iTtabreT-''1“^l 1° 

from the breasts of men.’' ' ^ ^ 

antLutl, ssf^syTjiJjonrJ'^^cZT^^^ '^'ords sonui no and 

Rodwell, Hughes, and E. M. Wherr^ ’ ^ ^“rto>h Muir, 

epii?pTor'’ii~pi£yT“a^^ fils of 

Hughtf, y?totLa,yJ}o2l art. ull^Zl 

p.68. Bedouin. Arabic &r 0 a,/, a deseu. 

Wherry’s QwSL|^“sec “ Rrehmiuiuj discouise” in 

*Chron.vii 3r: VthdliVf -lia. t 

to reclaim the ’Adites fiom idolativ ? J “ f 'vas sent 
seven nights and cndit davs •'inf]' ^iVti " < hot winds lagcd 

who went away with Uiich ’ penshed except those 

iii. 8.’ compassion. See Matt, xviii. 33; , Pei. 

dayf'o?M.-,E^li^f i®a quite ^ipart'^fiom^tr 

Dtyden, uith mJre 


17—2 



we tipoti the globe’s las^t verge shall go, 

' ' Ami view the Ocean Uamng on the sky* 
i i., Fro|aa theace mx rolling Beighboaj:^ we shall know , 

u j, Ana on the Imu world securely pry ” 

1^ f ’ Annm Mttabihs 

His last words Mahomet arranged for the payment of 
debts, and the estabh^shment of his snccessoi After a little he 
prayed m a whisper — ** Loid giant me pndon, and join me to the 
companionship on high ” Muir s Life of Mahomet 

p 74 areek Emperors Tiadition makes Ileiaclms seek 
advice fiom, xnd become a conveii to, Mihomet 


p 75 Giving alms One of the fi\t important tenets and 
duties of Islam See note on Islam, p 2-,S 

p 76 Meister’s Travels Cailyle’s M^ans \ol III ch \v 
J43 London 1S74 

Make himself do the thing he does not wish This counteracts 
the tendency of those who 

“Compound foi sms they aie inclined to 
B} damning those they hive no mind to’ 

p 77 The Month Ramadhan Foi the Arab this month 
involves no light fast It means abstinence from dunk in the “hot” 
month, as well as fasting fioin food The modem Moslem must 
not even smoke, he waits with cigaielte paper in his fingers leadj 
for the sunset hour to strike that he ma> again taste tobacco See 

p CfiS 

Chief end of man See the Westminster Catechism 


Bentham Jeremy Benlham, r74S'"iS32, wnlei on Jurispiudence, 
Politics and Ethics 


Paley 1743-1805 William Palty, D D , Aichdeacon, authoi 
of Natmal Iktology, Eviden es of Chnshamty, which contains 
a chapter on Mahomet s life and religion Leslie Stephen pio 
nounces the following severe sentence “ Paley s ign man ce w as 
vast, and his language biutal, but he had the gift of a true dema 
gogue — the powei of wielding a fine vigoious English ’ The 
Emdmca is still one of the subjects m the Cambridge Piexious 
Examination 01 Little go, though candidates may now take Lone 
01 Elementary Ihat as altematnes 


p 78 It IS not Mahomet » In Khetouc this expiession is nearly 
allied to the figure Litotes ^ 

p. 79 Malays Natues of the Malay Peninsula 



NOTES ' ■ ■ " 

Black Papuans Nat!ii?C$ of New {hnv.cci ir. tT\c P!^nst’ern Arclii ^ \ 
pelago They aie moio the colour of the SamoaD<i. Sn most ‘ /■ 
mstances the skm, though uoi blaik, is imid« darkci Jhat of ‘ . 

southern rmopeaus fhe h.ui is very thick, bigiilv ciuiocL aud 
spiiall} tvisted 

Grenada or Granada Coarpu-rod hy rlu; ^ar.xcersj 711-71.1. 

Belln Conquered by Samcens. The CensiH leport 

of 1902 shows that the total Mosteiu TX)jH;}arion 111 ihe Incimn 
Empiie aggregates 62,45$, 077 VVheiiy\ /f'aM tnui CJ'nsfianity, 
pp 18, 70 

p 81 Mirabeau In 17.19 was bmn fTonon CabnolKiqueu, 
Comte de Mirabeau He wa-, a gieai j).>hl;ral aixl hisLOiira! 
waiter, and his political sagacity ga\c him gicat p'twcx us lh<' Cvuiy 
days of the National Assembl} He learned moderation by the 
study of English politics and tned to guide the Royal paity in 
France He ended his hbouous life m 1791 

Austerlitz Napoleon defeated the Austrians and Russians 
1805. This disastrous defeat followed by his vxctoiies ovei the 
Piussians at Jena and Auerstadt, and othei successes to the Piench 
arms, made Napoleon the “arbitei of Europe ” 

Marshals Tallard, Villeioi, Berwick, Lu-^embourg and others 

Turenne Henn de Latoiii d’Auveigne, Vicomte de Turenne 
Maishal Geneial of France in 1660 

Petrarch Fiancesco Petiarch, 1304-1374 The gieat Floien- 
tine lyiic poet 

Boccaccio. 131^-1375 Gio\anniBoccacciowiolethei>tt<2m?r?«, 
completed m 1348, a collection of giacefiil naiiatnes, some aie 
licentious but others full of pathos and poetry 

Burns, Shakespeare Carlyle suggests that these poets would 
have made fine statesmen 

Aptitude circumstance fhe word ** environment is now 
more familiar Tennyson uses “circumstance ’’ He poitiays a gieat 
man 

“^Who breaks his biith’s invidious bai, 

And giasps the sknts of happy chance, 

And breasts the waves of arciumfmut^ 

And grapples with his evil stai ’ , etc 

In Me}Honam^ \LIV 

Addison Joseph Addison, 1672-1719 Poet and Essayist 
The Vision of Justice is piobably the essay lefeiied to 

p. 82 Vates A bard or pi ophet Horace uses it m the sense 

of a poet Vatic oiacuhi, piophetic 

Pichte Johann Gottlieb Fichte The philosophei, 1762-1814 
He assumed that all finite existence is but a manifestation of God 



mWr'-' 

WebstaU del- Zeil 
Gottheit lehendiges, kkid, 
s3) ^-^/'* at the weaving loom of Time I ply 

And weave for God the garment thou Keest him by ’’ 

Or * ‘ the living mantle of God.” 

^ . p. 83 . Consider the lilies. Matt. vi. 28. 

sood, the true, and the beautiful 
,, were m&eparable in Goethe s eyes. 

' ' nf Fmr there i, a qoorl account 

of Jos. Sedley s party there and how it w rs rescued by'Dobbin. 

n jf Measiue for Measure Shakespeare selves the 
i-ieli ol^Dante as imagined by Claudio in the condemned cel} : 

*This sensible waim motion to become 
A kneaded clod : and the delighted spirit 
To baihe in fiery floodb, or to reside 
Til thiiUing region^ of thick-iibbed ice; 

To be imprison’d in the viewless winds, 

And blown with redless idolence round alioui 
The pendent world : or to be worse than worst 
Of those that lawdess and incertain thought 
Imagine howling” : etc. 

Shakespeare, who did not know Italian, probably got his ideas of 
Dante from Chaucei. 

«.i?' ®f Vol. 1. on the 

Schlegels, Schiller, Fichte, Herder, Richter, and Goethe. 

Poetry. “Simply the most beamiful, mosi impressive, and 
widely elfective mode of saying thing:..” Matthew Arnold, E^fiv 
on Heme. ‘ 

p. 86. Sphere-Harmonies. 

‘•Theie% not the smalle.'^t o)b which thou beholds't 
But in his motion like an angel siiuTs, 

Siill qiimng to the young-ei’ed cherubins ; 

Such harmony is in iramoital souls; 

But while this muddy venture of decay 
Doth giossiy cio^c it in; he cannot hear it.” 

AJerckanf of Van'ce. 

Die sonne idnl nach alter Weise 
In Bruder spharen M’ettgesang, etc. 

GoelbeV i«w/-“When the niorning-stui.s san:; together ” Toh 
xxxvin. 7 “ Ring out, ye Crystal Spheres.”-Milton. "“The nilsic 
of the spheres, loud it rloafens nioital’s ears; As wKe plulosopheis 
have thought And that’s the cause we hear it ■ao\.."~Ihidibra} 

Maa o^enius Jane Welsh Carlyle uses the phrase “mv nun- 
of-geniub husband.’' ^ ^ 



NOTES 


0 «| 

Dilettantism, The pursuit of an art or study in a dasultp-iT 
or for nmuseinenL > , "> 


p S7. Oanonized. Thiee qiialificatians are necessary in the 
Roman church fur sainthood, f. That the candidate shall have 
displayed great fomtude and charity in his life. 2, That he shall 
have been w)rshipped by his contemporaries. 3. That after death 
miracles shall have been wrought in his name. In a certain sense 
ail this IS tiue of Dante and Shakespeare. 


p. 88. Giotto. Giotto di Bondone. painter and architect^ 
c. 1265-1337. Portiaits of Charles of Valois, his friend Dante* elc. 
are in the Bargello at Florence. There is another portrait by 
Giannetti, 


Genuine, whoever did it. See leference to Paley^s Evid'nres^ 
that a v'ork may be genuine, without being authentic in its ascrip- 
tion. 


p. 89. His mystic tuifatlxomable song. See iaicr on the 
phiase quoted from Tieck. 

Chiaroscuro. The art of distributing light and shadow in a 
picture. 

Embassy. In opposition to the approach of Charles of Valois. 

Beatrice Portinari. The w^oman with whom Dante was in love. 
In the Diz'ma Commedia he pui poses to say of Beatrice ‘Dhat which 
never yet was said of any woman.” She married Simone de Bardi. 

p. 90, Her death. See Dante’s Vi^a Nmva^ and J. A. Sjmonds, 
Tht! Davlesqite and Platome Ideals of Love. 

Prior. Dante svas one of the Piiors, and for two nionihs a 
membei of the governing body of Florence. See hirs Ohphant’s 
Makers of Florence. 

Guelf-GMbelline. Dante married Gemma Donali, a daughter of 
a powerful Guelf family. He fought at Campaidino when Florence 
defeated the Ghibellines. The Gnelfs favomed the Pope, the 
Ghibeliines the Emperors, 

p. 92. Malebolge Pool. the foot of a precipice yawns 

Malebolge, the eighth circle, a huge open bowl, partitioned into ten 
concentric rings, narrowing and inclined downwurds to a well’s 
mouth in their centre. This is the third grand region, devoted to 
the fraudulent. Erom the open mouth of the well which yawns in 
the centre of Malebolge, a shaft descends to the ninth circle, or 
fourth region, the uttermost abyss of Hell. This shaft does not 
exceed forty feet m depth. Giants lift us from the floor of Male- 
bolge to the frozen basement, where the four chief classes of traitors 
are tortured in four belts of the glacier.” See J. A. Symonds, 
Study of Dante. Compare note, Hell of Dank. See Inf Canto 





_ &f 3mU, 

^ ^ i/'Altl ^ai Deep groans. /;?/ m. ^i. 

^iJPg ffStJS* t |;~'? »ito.-.r ,=j..ri .1, 

as It begins with i^gp , ^ ‘'^tmlang, masnnich 

If thou fMlow thy star. See T,if. xv. 55, jfi. 

hLdfa Si 

without pred^liSirf'has no'nt* ■'e^tramed, deCreie, 

subsidencies of S»ic cad ° '"f 
march as of serned tioons m l^in-. * f’ a foicefiil on-.Acud 

J,A. Symonds. L d lo ^iuteung ,teel ” 

S'. * '“S- Mi; SK, ifiss 

Perfect through suffering. Hebiev.-s if. 10. 

, P-96. HallofDite. The Hall nf j-iT-c rr 

-sinners by fmid. dinners by violence, and 

Tacitus. Cornelius, historian, .,5-1,7 a.d. 

^vorwTra\ertLf{heGyoKve;l,l^^ 

‘ rape_ Satan pape .Satan aleppe 
Coniincto Phtto coila voce chioccia.” 

Sordello. Dantes teacher Erunotto is heie mtended. 

Tombs. See I,,f. x. 1 1.5-13.,. 

thefeada rf1h“}hibelhn\s'^''''^ '‘’' 

n John (£msf Matter o 7 %on[ilie am Cafut' (>n“'‘’’” r ° 

’I'O died in .573. The pathos itni 

“How saidst thou? m,s? 

Ah, lives lie then no more’” 

Eaphael. Rafuelo Santi, i4S.,-j5ao. 
p. 97. Francesca. /«/ v. 99-104. 

Trancesca’s father. Gu.do de Polenta. Lord of Ravenna, 
p. 98 . A Dio splaoenti. See Inf. ni. 59. do. 


on 
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NOTES'" 

Non ragionam. See ffi. 49. 

Not tlie Iiope to die. See /?{/, iir. ^4, 45. 

p. 99 . 'Giovanna. See vin. 

Sliakes wm joy. See Pi/rir. xx. 127-^1 39. 

n.f; J- SymoiKl’s Ititrodndhn to the Study (ff 

^ liive 10 cail the Divine coosecly an Apocalyp .4 

nntr “The DMne imetifh 

X°n™ 'I “'ifi c<OTvp>-s it^ rovelalion in Ihe form of an 

ajiegoiy, p. 107, ed. 1S72. 

Gelienna. The lowest pit of Hell, 
p. 102. Greece was. 

'' Such is the aspect of thai shoie 

Tis Gicece, but living Greece no more ! 

So coldly sweet, so deadly fair, 

We start, loi soul is wanting there. 

Heie IS the loveliness of death, 

That parts not quite with pardng breath.”— Byron. 

had°srsOTMTrt°r®“^^i 1 ? “■ Mahomet’s religion 

Saracens S To.,. • Ae 

rareor of i “ A.D._732, which gave a decisive check to the 

fiom Iskn^^‘°’^ conquest in Western Europe, rescued Christendom 

that without that check at the battle of Tours, 
the schools Koran would now be taught in 

ebeumcred ZontIZ’ demonstrate^to a 

Midiom^td’ ^ ^ revelation of 


Mahomet’s successors. See Muir, 


p. 103 . Caliph Thrones. 

j he Caliphate, 

/W.'^1Lat^" ^ of 

Tree Igdrasil, See p. 232 note. 

ch. VIL se'e. History of the English People, 

“ on ’thfs^side'^doltoy.”’^' Jo"son’s love for Shakespeare ivas 

S- De Quincey’s 

;ome scholars not to be by Shakespeare^ ’ ^ thought oy 



" ‘ 'Honnn' Orgaaum. Tn i6?o Bacon pubh^lied the Novitm 
Or^^num in ^vhacK, though an incoirpletf^ v/ork, his philosophy 
may' be studied to pro«'0 that ma>> sliovild bt-^ the servant and mter- 
prel^i of Natuie 

p. 107 Level mirror. hoUt tli*' nnrror up io Nature^’ 

See liainlel.- advice to the Blaycrs 

Secondary order * Bacon could jis soon have created this 
pUnei as he coukt have written IJatnld said Carlyle 

p. 108 Intellect enong'h V' ordsn orth said that he could 
wnte like Shikcsncare, if he had the r.nnd ‘‘Quite so” said 
Charles Lani]>5 * n ’'i cltri that <mly the nnnd is wanting’ ’ 

p 111 Speed! IS great , but Silence is greater The pro 
verbial saying is uslujIv Speech is sihern but Silence is golden, 
but Chr) sostom was called golden nouthed for his great eloquence 
Speech is of Time, Siknce is of Eternity, Sador Bk III 

ch III 

Sonnets “With this key Shakespeare unlocked his heart 
See Words woith s bounds 

p 112 The crackling of thorns Lccles vn d, ‘For as the 
ciackling of thoins undei a pot so is the laughtei of a fool ’ 

Dogberry and Verges The city ofheers m Mmk Ado Abotd 
Not?uN^ 

Sohlegel August Wilhehn von Schlegel, wntei and critic 
Ills translation of Shakespeaie into German is still a standaid 
work 

Marlboro'agh John ChurcliilJ, Duke of, i650“i7C2 The 
great English Gtncial Gamed the bloody battle of Blenheim in 
1704 

p 113 Agmdourt Described in Shakespeaie s Htmy V 
“Can this cockpit hold 
The vast) fields of Fiance^ 01 may we ciam 
Within this W'ooden O the vei\ casques 
That did afbi^hl the air at Agmeourt^ 

Disjecta membra Disjointed fragments 

p 114 Tophet See a Kings xxn ro, u, Is xxx 
lophadium the Jewish Hell A phee east of Jerusalem where 
children were bmntd to Moloch, and diums weie beaten to diown 
their cues 

We are such stuft Temp^f n i 

‘ A\e are such stuff 

As di earns aie made on and our little life 
Is roiinrled with a sleep ’ 

Scroll m Westminster Abbey The statue by Kent The 
passage fiom the Tunp st un the scroll m Shakespeare’s hand 


p 116 Mahomet WlH liave e^ihatisled himself ^ Compare 
‘ Dante one calciilto may I^Mig vavuo VLilioine'' " p 103. 

^schylns C^ral dnunis**, 

p 116 New Holland lir- ,\a^, mi .* uiKd by 'i a-mau, the 

Dutch lllMCritOl, 1644 

p 117 Paramatta Ai<»vviin 'v< u '^•mih WiK-? 

Dumh monster lolstoi ais'l </.he: Tu >inn-> binci- CaHyie'''; 
lecture ha%e spoken to s>mo '^'(cnl 

p 120 Saint Dommics Domn.c^c de Gu7uian, born 1170, 
foundei of ^he Donnmean fiius who took vows of po^uty 

Thehaid Eremites The lleimits of } c»}pt ^^ho hied in the 
deseit 


Walter Kaleigli 1 5 32-16x8 See Creighton Z//1 0/ Sir IVaihr 
Rakigk 


Hlhla See p note 


Craamer A.i clibishop of Cantei bui y , 1 4^9“ x 5 36 
Orpheus 


See O’^ id ' 


^‘Oiphcus with his lute made tiees 
And the mountain tops that freeze 
Bow Iheinsches when he did siHjJ ’ 

1 III lil 

If fam \i 


3 


p 121 Progress of the Species Cnlyle w is prejudiced 
igiinst evolution but Daiwin s O^tqin f Spta s was not pub 
1 1 shed until 1859 

Bante’s Moimtam Se«. /?// \\\n Tod'-nS" 

Oolimbns 144 7- x -^06 In 1498 this great nangator discovered 
the South Ameucaii mainland 

p 12s Schweidnitz Fort See Cailyle\ Fuderic] ike Gtmt^ 
\ I 167 

p 12 ^ Symbols and religious foims See Sartor Resaftu^:^ 
Bk in rhs II and III chuich clothes ’ 

Canopus See p 250 note 

Caahah See p 25^7 note 

p 126 Arh of the Covenant Num x 33 

p 126 Koreish Seep 237 Keepers of the Caabah 

Tetzel A fa nous Dominican preachei w hose sale of indulgences 
(i e paidon^ foi sms) was opposed by Luther, 1517 




Pi 121$ BeEafmiae S^obert Bellaraune, 154^5-1621 Cardinal 
)R 15994 Wioie n famous tieatise on the tempoial powei of the 
Pope, pronunciation xs given with the j ingle 
** There was Caidmal Bellarmm’, 

With manners so charmin’ ” 

A dnnkmg jug know n to collectors is called a Bellarmine i he 
]iig has a capacious belly and a naiion neck It was oiigmally 
designed by the Piokstant paity of the Netherlands as a biulesque 
likeness of their gieat opponent Caidnial Bellaimine 

A true man believes The view of Tenn>son is notewoithy that 
‘‘There lives more Faith in hone->t doubt, 

Believe me than in half the Creeds ” 

In Memonam 

p 129 Serpent-queller Hciculcs, when an infant, strangled 
two seipents with his own hands 

p 130 Sansculottism Ir Rtz ^ Bk VI cb i Sans 
culott without breeches A name given to the e\Ueme French 
Revolutionists 

Right-angles to Carlyle’s fathei w as a mason and this masonic 
iHustiation occurs several times, ‘A false man cannot build a brick 
house,” etc , and see ‘ ‘ Hodman,” p 270, and elsewdicre m the Hefoes 

p 131 Mohra Other spellings occui as l\Iohra, Moie 

p 132 Alexis A legend, Liithei was m 150:? stiuck by 
lightning fiom his horse 01 fell from shock xnd ciiod “ Holy Anne, 
help me, I will become a monk ” 

p 133 Latin Bible Michelets Life of Luthei^ appendix, 
P 357 

p 134 This Rome In his Table Tall ‘ I w ould not for a 
hundred thousand florins ha\e missed seeing Rome, I should have 
alwajs felt an unensj- doubt whether I was not, after all, doing an 
injustice to the pope As it is, I am quite satisfied on the point ” 

p 135 A little money To build St Peter’s at Rome, begun 
by Julius 11 

p 136 Three years The Excommunication Bull, issued 1520 

Hnss John IXiiss, lefoimer, burned 1415 

Jerome Afiiend of IIuss Burned 1416 

Market-place of Wittenberg The papal Bull, containing foity 
one theses issued agiimt I uther, he binned bcfoie a multitude of 
doctors, students, and uluens in Wittenbeig 
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p 137 Oharles Fiftli S^cte«^so'' lo liad' 

been Luthei’is fuend (durks V <.ojnVc‘rn_<^ bi-> nisi i),ci n(. Woiuis* 
m 1531 , nn^oulei nas ssstied fm tht dec'll not' on of L\i;b.;i ^ I f>ok>, 
and he himselt was siinmumal to apjx* o- bciou iI>o DilLj vj ! one 
iindci the ban of the Lmpuc 

p 140 Logxc-clioppmgs RiWftu iwd Jhhai \{\ 5. 1,50- 

“How no\x ^ how now Inp f whal 

p 142 Karlstadt Bodtii'^tcin of kjikLa<i} d'"hvOttl ahat^). 
statues, etc , 111 spite of Liithei s piotesis 

His dialect “He created the Gtiman laiiguaj^t H<.ine- 
“ Luthei’s piose is a half bittie , few deeds iie equal to his woids ’’ 
Richtei 

raith of Luther Moie usual is the belief in orte ile\il, spiiit of 
denial, 01 of exil Compile Defoe and Wesley the Utki in his 
diaiy wrote “Ihe old Muiderei is lestiamed fiom hurti ig ;//a, but, 
it seems, he has powei ovei m> hoise^ — one oi ihtm f was obliged 
to leave m Dublin ” In fact, all his horses w t ul lame ‘ ‘ J low e\ei 
says he, “we went on softly ” 

p 144 Poor Poet Oowper Cowpei shiaiik fi om all public 
duties, had periods of insanity, and, to some extent, took opium 
See Cowper’s Lette>s, arranged by Thomas W light, 1904 See 
Michelet’s Life of Luther 

Little Daughter Compaie Cromwell’s watching and gnef ovei 
the death of his daughter (Mis Cla'vpole), went to my heart 
like a daggei ” 

Patmos Re\ elation 1 9 See Luther’s latci to iMelanchthon. 

p 145 Kranach Lucas Cianach, Liithei’s artist fiiend 

p 146 Gustavus-Adolphus King of Sweden, i^94""i6j2 A 
great wainoi, and champion of Protestant Geimany 

p 147 Mayflower It w is the not the Mayjlowei , 

which sailed from Delft Haxen In 1608 a congicgation of 
Separatists emigrited fiom England and settled at Leyden, wheie 
many ol them lesolved to emigrate to America, and lead a lelmious 
life 

In 1620 the emigrants one bundled in ill, “lifting up their eyes 
to heaven, Ihtu deaiest eoimtiy,” crossed the Atlantic in the 
Majfowef and found a new home which the} named Plymouth 
Cold and diseise cost the lives of halt then numbei in the fiist 
winter, but the remamdei held on to foini the Puiitan New England 
See GardinePs History of England 

Star-eflamher hangmen See Maitland’s Comtitutiomf History 
for the origin and development of this comt 

p 149 . Westminster Confession Adopted b> council, 164^- 
1648 An assembly of Divines which was called togethei at 



*/ 'W< 3 St, 6 iins;tor to revise Die Arttcies, arid daw tip n confession of 

. Faith, etc. 

James Watt 77 *^^ Inventof of steam -engihes. 

David fiunxe* 1711-1776*, Philosopher and liistouan. 

Hig-li Chmch of Kdinburgh. St Giles' Church, where Knox a as 
accused oi insidiiag Mary Sttiaii by his preaching. 

Glorious Revoiutaon. The expulsion of James II in i688. 

p. 150 . St Andrew’s Castle. Besieged bj the Regent Arran, 
^ 547 * 


p. 152. Queen Mary. See Hume’s History of England , R. L. 
Stevenson’s Eamihar Studies , fohii Knox’s Relations to Women, 

p. 163. Guises. The great family in h ranee leading the 
Catholics at the Court of Francis II and Maiy. 

p. 154. Sumtotal. Carlyle’s German tendency to agglutinate 
and hyphenate u oids — tor ever ” is common and occui s many times, 
but “ longiiin,” “sumtotal,” “ Highpriesthood,” and “ foievermoie,” 
are examples enough, occur iiiig in the Ileiocs, 

p, 166. Eegent Murray, James Si uaii, half brother to Mary, 
assassinated 1569. 

Hildebrand. Gregory VII, 1073-1085. 

p. 160. Fichte. See p. 261. 

Sensuous Appearance. Compare Coleridge, “Life is a Msion 
shadowy of truth.” * 

p. 100, Hodman. Carlyle agun makes Ins metaphors from his 
father’s occupation. Com}>are Saftoi, Bk If. ch. in and other 
places. Jotmiai, n. p bo, “They aie the hodmen oi the inteliectiial 
edihce.” Ft, Rev. Jii r. 5 The hod is a very ancient method ot 
buck or nioitar can 5 mg \\ Inch enables both liands of the hodman to 
be used on a laddci when the ascent is made \uth a hod full of 
bricks balanced on the shouklei 


p. 161, Goethe Cailjle’s adninalion for Ooetlie Coinpaie 
Sartor, Bk III. ch, \ii: “And knenvest Ihou no Prophet, e\en in 
the vesture, environment, and dialect of his age I know him, and 
name him — Goethe ” 


p. 162. Art of Printing. By Gutenberg of Menl/, 1456. 

p. 164. Abelard. Picne Abelard, French scholastic and 
philosopher, 1079-1142, 


The Kmg Charlemagne had already organised the University 
of Pans when Abelard lectured See J. Bass MuUmger’s 77/1 
Schooh of Chailes ike Great, 


NOTES 


27:1 

p. 166 Woricmg is ‘of the natmro ipf wor'^liip ' Cmip^xt 
Pas/ tmd P^eseu/, Bk III di. :ki : “00 tiu wludc ‘.v-- eiUucly 
agite with thobe old numkb, i^aboiaic tht rthuc/’ 

Live coal See lb«i. vi 

p. 167 . Witenagemote. Ihe Anglo- Haxoii ParliaaicnL 

Burke, Edmund Bmke, 1739-1797. 

FourtE Estate. The Press. 

p 168 . TEaumatTirgic. Wondei wuiking. 

p. 169 . Parliamentary grants. 

“How small of all that human heaits eiuluio. 

That pait that Kings 01 Laus rin m cuie.’’ 

Gold-iuiii h 7 1 ivaPiL 

This couplet IS said to be by Johnson 

Mendicant orders. Begging fiiais, aniOi>^,, d'c Ficncihcansj 
Augustmians, Cnrmelites. 

p. 171 . Printer Cave. Editoi of Gtr.iUuans dla^aJne. 
“A penurious paymaster.^’ See Boswell's Lijc JcJitiiOH. 

Mr Pitt. The younger Piti. Prime \Iinit.iei i7.S'3-iSof and 
1804-1806. 

Mr Sonthey. Robert bouthey the poet, 177.1-1 8 53. 

p 173 . Plentiful as blackberries PaislafTs phiasc: “ ’'fiea^ons 
weiL as plentiiul as blackbeines, 1 would give no u.aa a lea^on on 
compulsion.” ILmy IV^ pait 1, li 4. 365 

p 174 Pandora’s box. Pandoia brought it- 1 iui nmn hcasen 
a box conlammg eveiy human ill, upon opening which they all 
escaped and spiead ovei the earth, Hope alone iciiiaining. 

Hela. The Queen of the Dead Some say that liei name means 
“intense cold” , others “a laige hole or cavity.” The laiter meaning 
IS intended heie. 

p. 175 . Black malady. Black death of 1348. terrible 
plague which swept over Asia and Europe, and destroyed at leasi: 
half of the population. The most fatal plague in Inatcuy. 

p. 176 . Blinded Samson. See Judges xvi. 21-31. 

Pbillstme Mill. May perhaps mean a pun on John btuaii Mill. 

p. 177 . Capnt-mortnnm. The residuum, an aiehemi'^rs imm. 

Phalaris’-Bnli. Phalaiis the Sicilian Tyiani, c. b.l’. 570, who 
burnt his victims in a bia^jen bull, the imenioi, Peiiilo^. being 
the hist to suffer. 

p. 178 . Walpole. Horace Walpole, 1717-97, son of Sir 
Robert Walpole, who piactically uiled England betw'een 1721 and 
1742, 
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^ ' ’Bo^l^eiler 
,l':^ppe in th.e Dimciad. 
oj\yahnw7i. 


mTES 

Osbotue, '1 jio'n.ti, 
^ot his (jcrir.ti v'it'i 


'0‘>h0Hli_, 


udicukd 1} 
Bos\\ ell’to 


p. 3182. At Oxford. Johnsou waa at Pcinbrcrke College; he 
was miseiabiy ]>ooi, iiml left vMihout a <kgice 


p. 184. Cliurcli of St Clement Banes— '.\heic Johnson’s pew is 
shoHii. 


p. 1S6. Cant. Johi''^oii to Bosuellj -‘Alyckai Sir, endeavour 
to clear youi inind of cant.' Tiio language of beggais and 
imposters. 

p. 387. Scoueh Laird CeiiviC, like Mac si iVj .s ^.i-nLemptuoiib, 
l;5Ut Boswell Jias wiitten an iinmoiial oook Boswell wns the son of 
Lord Auchinleck 

Poor forkedUxadish Compare Ihmy I pait ii, iii 2, ‘ when 
he w'as naked he was for all the world like a forked radish with a 
head fantastically carved upon it with a knife See Sa 7 to}^ Bk I 
ch. VIII ‘Ss Swift has it ‘a forked stiaddhng animal with bandv 
legs^” 

Strip your Louis Quatorze See Thackeray’s famous sketch of 
Louis with the rojal robes, and also stripped, with a bald head in 
exti lordinary contrast. See Meditations at Versailles, Pans Shith 
Book, 

p. 188. Bltxmus Eomaaorum Cailyie thus called his own 
fathei . 

p. 189. Belirations. An imusiiai archaic word. ‘‘ Oh the 
track” mentall) — wandeiing 

Genlis. Stephanie, Countess Genlis, 1746-1S30 See John 
Moi ley’s PotiT^Sian, Voi 1 1 p, 323. 

p. 190 Stealmgs of ribbons Rousseau lived with hlme de 
Veicellis It hei death a piece of rose eolouied ribbon was missing; 
Rousseau denied the theft, but w as convicted. Rousseau’s ConJe\hionh , 
Vo] II John Murley’s Poffs^can, Vol I pp 39 

p 191 De Stael Madame de btael Baroness de-Stael- 
Blolsteiu, daughter of Nccker, 1766-1817, author of Co/W?it, etc 

St Pierre J H Bernardme de St Pieiie, 1737-1814, author of 
Paul a?id Vt}gznia 

p 192 Poor Asrrshire but See CotUPs Saiuzday Nzyki, 
Robert Bums, bom 1756, was the eldest of si\ children 

Schoolmaster John Murdoch, student of Dninity and teachei 
of boys at Loelilea He ga\e Bums a liteiaiy education, especially 
in synonyms, and eonstiuction of piose and veise 

p 194 Old Marquis Mirabeau Victor Riquetti, Marquis de 
Miiabeau, 1715-1789, father of Miiabeau 



NOTES 



Dev/“CU‘Gpt: his mane y'nylrt, and C;vt»/V/x, iu. . -' 

Frofes-sci’ Stcvvnrt Nkwoi, 175 

Mr Lockhart J-ihii k 1 u\,l, ^7 y^“kSi!, Sir.WaUei 

spoil’s si.ii-Mi I: w li.ii , 

r? X85. Sinug-glms schoo’^*ers \vv aii officef. 

J :J:.y 

p 196 V/orsinp worthHlnp. //*>” u>s Sko.Uj, was, 

\u>t lo'l 111! t-lio i i.th Cviifuiv/’ 

p 198 Eani: :s bul Uie gumea-stamp. b’loiii the iisimortal 

song LiUitiL(i a' ft'iit d/iti a ^hui. hco {^uiii^’s pocuvn 

p 201. No hnckloyer, cic i\u]ik ^ ft»i snch 

ijiu^k lUnns It again mcu. 

p. 204. Camille Besmoaiius Jki'oji ( .u.nilc i)c-ni.)tuijis, 

gll3llotltR'(’ !a tilt- Rt\o’llLlJil wl/f 

Keigns ot terror in i unicc, 179.1. 

p. 205 . Bedlam, CvnnmcLion fui iiaihlehejn, a hon>iu\i, now 
an asybiii foi lunatic'^. 

TJiree cUys of July. 1830, wlnn CIshIl-;, \ ss.is tiethiorv^d and 
Lv-lu<: Kiihpnc kjng, as “Ritocn ivUig/’ oi “ King of 

tiie i unch " 

iMiCbuhr. r.aithoKb looig Nichula, lUithoi d a'anuiu- i 7 i<:tt)}y 
.>/W'o,'ht, ! 77(7- 1 Sj I. 

P«acino jc.Mi kac.nc, diantaliu, 

p 208 Cromwell, Napoleon Step forth Xcithei of Rieju iooL 

die tillt- of ki’ig. Napoicoji a>iMnnctI tbe lilia oi i^nipcio> m 1804 

Simon de Montfort Ti.t- K.,il of Lt.ic(*slei, wlio led ihe baums 
.igatns! lien!/ JH, u.is kiUcJ in 1265 at the baiile of I-hoshain. 

War of the Puritans, CuiI \vui nuni 16^2 lo 1649. 

p. S09. Laud. AiCiilitshijp ni CaiUoiniuy OpjiovAi t-.i the 

Boom stern enough. Laud uas e\eoutovl ip 164=, 
p 21i. Charles Second and his Eocxiesters. juini Wiiinoi, 

1’ltj.l oi Rts-hesiei — .i eoiut, fivoiiutc of Cli.ajlcs. 

Bones of the leading Puritans. Tin. ]).;(iies of Ci\>iii\ven. 
Liaddiav\ iuid L-etoii weio di£>gged out of iheir loiuh^, huiged uii 
giLbclh, nratiialod l)\ tiu, hatigma'i. and tiieir iieau'. ^uick over 
VVehtnnn-^lci Hall. 

Habeas Corpus, in 1679 LUc llabea'^ Corpus Act vvu'^ pu-sed to 
pu-vciii arbiuaiv jnipiisonumni and Jo secure speeda tiials. 

p 212. SliOL, Hampden, Fym Lu at Connnonucalth paLiun^ 




T!i6 sarmtors of ancient Rome, See 
a?^< 3 l Forster’s Brithh Skives meh\ 


" ' Tn MbK^re’s comedy, a hypocrite. 

10Siip-33aoiiles. In T634 Charies I demanded money 
|e fleet without a parliamentary grant. This was resisted by 
deh who was imprisoned. 


'‘’’■4'^i^ MonaxeMes of Mm. 


Tkr Monarchy oj Men was wiitten by Sir 


V; '|oW Eliot during his imprisonment. See Foistei’s Sta/csnicn oj the 


' \ Qmtmoffwealtk. 
t, / - Baxesarlj:. A wild warrior of Scandinavia. 

; - ’ , 'p.‘ 216 . Poeocke, Grotins. See p. 256. 

' The Doctor. Dr Simcott. It is lecorded by Sir Philip Warwick 
who w'lote from the Royalist point of view. 


p. 217 . Married. In 1 620 Ci om well man led Elizabeth Boiu chier 
of Fehtead in Essex. 

Ever in his great Taskmaster’s eye. From Milton’s Sonnet 
Vli. 

“To that same lot, howevei mean or high, 

Toward wdiich Time leads me,^ and the will of Heaven, 
A .11 is, if I have grace to use it so 
As ever in my great Task-Master’s eye.” 

Bedford Fens. Ciumwell took the pait of the Femnen in the 
attempt af*er long delay to drain fenlainh. hrancis, Eail of 
Bedfoid, with others, in 1630, began to diain the fens. See 
Cailyle's Cjonrjoeirs Let^en, V^ol. 1. p. 139. 

p. 218. Hampton Court negotiations. Tliose earned on with 
the king at his residence. 

p 21 s. City-tapsters Cionmcdl contiasted the “ old decayed 
seivin«^-mcn and tapsteis” of the pailiamentaiy forces with the 
“ irenlTemen’s sons” of the Royalists against him in the early days 
of the parliament war',, before he oiganiscd the army, and nllimateiy 
formed the “ New ISIodel.’ 

“Cousin Plampden,” says Captain C'lomwell, 

“To fight nith men of honom, you must have men of religion.” 

p. 220 . Pie-powder court. A summaiy coiut of justice foimeriy 
held nt Fans, Wayfaier's Couit. .Said to be from the dusty feet of 
courxUy-cionns. ^ /.y 

p. 222. , - Etelicate, affected expiessions. Euphues 

was the offhe heio oOohn Lyly’s bodje, 1579, style 

became fMionidbloMrtte"cOui,t of Queen EHzabeth. 



NOTES 


Falklands* Livoius Viscount 

soldier, 1610. Ih* n'nUc ple.ising p(^cms ; 

:5ide and was killed al llie Fiibt battle of Newbury, 

CMUmgwortlis. Wi'liiatn (dulling worth, an 
160.-1644. 

Clarendon. Ed waul Hyde, EasI of Clartudon, i6o8~‘i6^^. . *''' ^ 

p 223. Prayer. 

‘^Prayer is the souFs sincere dchlre, 

Utteied 01 uiiexpre.ssctL’’ • 

p. 224 . Speeches. C/vz/nuc/Z's azid Spftches were 

collected and edited by Carlyle, piihlibhcd 1H45, 

Wearing his heart upon his sleeve. Of/uih. 1. j ; 

“But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve 
For daws to peck at.’’ 

p. 225 . Fonteneiie. Bernard ie Bovier de Foalciicile, 1657- 
i 7 S 7 i author of Dialogues do^ Mxzrh^ etc. He died in his hundredth 
year. 

p. 22s. Corsica Boswell. BoswelFs tiavels, and book on 
Corsica (1768), he wrote in piaise of Paoli, the Corsican patriot. 

p. 230. Coleridge heautifiilly remarks. The child undei stands 
before it can expiess its ideas. 

Necker. Muiislei of Finance undei Loiua XVi. l''alher of 
Mme de Stael. 

Gibbon. Edward Gibbon, histoiiaii, 17,’, 7-1794, mote the 
Decline mid Fall of the Rotnan Eaiptr-e Caiiyie abused Gibbon 
for his perfidy to Susanne Curchod who afterwauls mairied Neckei, 
see above. Fr. Rev. Voi. I. Bk II. ch. v., “How singular for 
Celadon Gibbon, false swain as he had proved; whu-sc father, 
keeping probably his 020 n gig, Gvould not heai of such a union,’ to 
find Ills forsaken Demoiselle Cuicliocl sitting in the high places of 
the woild, as Ministei’s Madame, and Necker not jealou^.’’ 

Tlie phrase “ keeping probably his ovvn gig” is a good example 
of Carlyle’s lather cryptic expression-,. At the Thurtell trial foi 
the murder of Mr Weare, it was asked “how do you know he was 
a respectable man ?” The reply was '* Oh, he kept a gig.” Ever 
afterwards for Carlyle “ respectable” peisons were “giginen.” 

“Could Mr Teufel sdrockh have driven a hiassdaound gig, or 
even a simple iron-spring one.” Saz'sor. ^ 

“ Long- Acre gig.” Past and Present, chap. ii. 
p. 231 . Once more a Parliament. Short Parliament, 1640, 
foliow'ed by the Long Parliament, 1640-1653, which passed a 
Triennial Bill and took other strong measures to prevent further 
tyranny. 

p. 233 . ^ Ant 3 Us-Iike. .Antaeus, son of Poseidon, whose stiength 
was invincible so long as he remained in contact with hL mother 
earth. Hercules lifted him and crushed him. 





er.oi, Valentine^ who vv'as carried off and 
bni honest cbaiacter. 

^ ‘Bibcietfanus Valerius, 245^-3 13, Roni^an Eniperor, 
Balmatla after 'tfjventy-onc ycais of the 

\tg^y^mTai 3 xg^n> iH'^'^'^ 199 ^' After the wai of American 
he retired to Mount Vernon. 

;i^. 2$4. ix^le. Marquis of Argylt ; beheaded 16 85. 

Hsfflitrose. James Graham, Maiquis of Monti ose; Royalist 
leader; executed 1650, 

4^ v' ' Rub, meaning difficulty, obstiuction. “ To die, 

To sleep perchance to clieam ; ay. there's the rub ” Hamhi. 

ISiump Pariiameiit. The name given to the icnmant 
’’bf ‘ lie l.ong Parliament . 



p.' 236 . Pride’s Purges. Tn 1648 Cblonel Pride with his soldicis 
arrested forty-six members of the Long Parliament, and denied 
entrance to ninety-six more, leaving only Ciom well’s suppoiters. 


Diligent Godwin. .Sir William Godwin, author of History of the 
Commonwealth . 

p. 237 . John Hilton. The Poet. Latin secretary to Cromwell. 


Barehones’s Parliament. Named after Praisc-God Barebone, a 
leather merchant. Nominees oi Cromwell in the Parliament of 

P. 2 ' 10 . Pomhal. Portuguese minister, 1750-1777. 


ChoiseuL Mimstei of Louis XV, 1758-1770. 


Old Colonel Hutcheson. One of the regicides was C ol. H utchinson, 
See CromivelTs Letters^ Yol. I. p. 584 and tlie J/emoirs oj Colond 
Hutchinson* 

p- 241 . Dead body was hung. iVher the Restoiation, Cromu elPs 
embalmed body was taken horn Westminster Abbey to Tybiun, 
hanged, cut down, mutilated, and decapitated, the body buried by 
the gallows, the head stuck on Westminster Hall with the heads of 
Ireton and Bradshaw. 


p. 242 . Sceptical Encyclop 4 dies. See Morley’s Rousseau, A.s 
editor Diderot enlisted all the liest Fiench vrileis of the time, and 
altered the chaiacter of Ephiaim Chambeis’s Encyclopaedia . See 
note, page 251. 

p. 243 . His savans. One luuidred artists and scholars {sa%mns) 
were chosen to go on the expedition to Egypt, 1798, to gain scientific 
knowledge and archaeological tieasure. Usually savants. 

Bourrienne. 1769 — 1834. A secretary to Napoleon. Mimoires 
in ten volumes said to be by Bourrienne. 





NOTES 


’, 1 $, 

V' f'J'if 


Nupnh'on aix'd 



p. 244 . Eaist Helena, 
there m 1821. 

Twentieth of June, fn 1792 Napoleon said 

Poor driveller 1 How could he suffer ihis rabblQ to 
had bwept away fivtj or six hiuidretl with his eanuon* 
he running vet.'’ 

The Tenth of Augnst. When the Royal Family took refuge isir/ ^ 
the National Assem])ly and many Swiss guards w^ere massacred. , , 

Italian Campaigns 1 796- 1 797. the Aiist rfans were defeat^d'a^" ' 
Aicola, Rivoli, and Mantua. 

Peace of Lceben. Ajjiil 18, J797. The I'reaty of Cattp& ^ 
Foimu) was nivTcIe in October, 1797. 

p. 245 . Wagram. Vicloiy over Austiians; July, rHotj. 

Austeriitz. Dec. 3, 1805. ' ' ^ 

Petit Caporal. Napoleon wa> captain of Aitillerv, ?792^ aUtl., ' 
coinmander'in-chief of the Aimy of the Interhjr in "1795. Peti$> 
Capoial was a term of endcaimenl. 

Lieutenant of La Fere. In 1786. when only sixteen yeais <dd, 
Napoleon was commisMuned second iicalenant in the artillery 
regiment La Fere. 

Austrian Dynasties. Dnoice of Josephine, and marriage with 
IMan'a Louisa of Austria, 1810. 


p. 246 . Pope's Concordat. The recogniiion of Catholicism as 
the National religion. 

Coronations. Napoleon induced the P(.pe to be present at 
coronation at Notre Dame on Dec. 2, 1804, but actually placed the 
Clown upon his own head. He wn^. also cHnviu-d king uf haly at 
Ml Inn in the next year. 

Augereau. tJenera.! Augeicau, Duke of C astigiiune, fought at 
i.odi and Leip^ic. One of the rno^t biillianl of Napedeon’s generals. 

Duke of Weinia-r. Chaiies Augustus, 1775-1828. The patron 
ijf Goethe. 

p. 247 . Bookseller Palm. Tlie Xdumberg bookseller, w'ho 
published a pamplilct against Napoleon, and was\seized and shot 

Paint an inck thick. ‘‘Now get you to my lady’s chambei, and 
tell her, let hei paint an inch tiiick, to thb favour she must come ; 
make her laugh at tliat." Hamlet. 




